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PEOFESSOR GRAHAM, M.A., F.R.S., THE NEW MASTER 
OF HER MAJESTY’S MINT. 

( With a Portrait.) 

Thu f^pointment of Professor Qraham as the successor of Sir John Herschel 
in the Mastership of the Koyal Mint has afforded universal satisfaction, and is 
an additional evidence of the recognition of the claims and qualifications of 
men of science to fill high offices of trust and resp insihility in the public service. 
The appointment of Sir John Herschel to the post once filled by the illustrious 
Newton* was a topic of congratulation in scientific circles ; and the nomination 
of Hersohel's successor denotes that the Government intend to adhere to the 
only just and fair system, in this department, at least, — namely, the rule of 
selecting such men as are by their antecedents pre-emineutly qualified for 
the situations they are chosen to fill.f 

Professor Thomas Graham was born in 1806 at Glasgow, where his father was 
a merchant and manufacturer. He received his early education at the City 
Grammar School, and was ent< red as a student at the Glasgow University in 
1819, and in 1824 took the degree of M.A. At that time, Dr. Thomas Thomson 
was Professor of Chemistry in the University, and by opening his laboratory to 
the students greafly aided the study of chemistry at that seat of learning. Mr. 
Graham remained two years more at the University, chielly devoting himself to 
the study of mathematics and physical science : he then removed to Edinburgh, 
where he was the especial friend of the eminent heat philosopher. Sir John 
Leslie. Mr. Graham returned to Glasgow in 182H, and there estublished a public 
laboratory for the study and practice of chemistry ; and succeeded Dr. Clark as 
Lecturer to the Mechanics’ Institute. In 1830, he was appointed Andersonian 
Professor of Chemistry in the University, which professorship he filled until his 
removal to London, on his appointment to the Chair of Chemistry in University 
College, vacant by the death or Dr. Edward Turner. For ten years Mr. Graham 
was Chemical Examiner in Arts in the University of London. He remained at 
University CoUejje until his appointment to his present office at the Mint, upon 
the retirement of 8ir John F. W. Herschel, Bari., in April, 1855. 

Professor Graham, during the past twenty years has received several honorary 
distinctions from scientific bodies for his researches in Chemical Philosophy, more 
especially into the nature of salts and gases. In 1834, he received from the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh their Keith Priite for his discover of the law of the 
ditiusion of gases. In 1849, he received from the Royal Society of London their 
Gold Medal for his discovery of the polybasic character of phosphoric acid ; and 
his researches into the nature of double-salts, sub-salts, and into the mode of 
combination of water with salts. In 1849, Professor Graham vas adjudged the 
Royal Society’s Gold Medal I'or his Bakerian lecture “ On the Diffusion of Gases,’* 
in which it was observed, that it is the diftusion of the molecules of the salts 
which are concerned in solubility, and not the Daltonian atoms, or equivalents, 
of chemical combination ; and the application was indicated of the knowledge of 
the diffusibihties of different substances to a proper study of endosmose. And, in 


* ** In the new and responsible situation to wliich Newton was elevated, his 
chemical knowledge was of great use to the country ; and in effecting the 
re-coinage which was completed towards the close of 1699, his services were so 
highly appreciated, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer declared that he could 
not have carried it on without his assistance .” — Sir David Brewnter’a L\fe of Sir 
Isaac Newton, vol. ii. p. 192. 

t Professor Graham had previously filled the office of Assayer, whose duty it 
is to submit all bullion presented for coinage at the Mint to an uniform scien- 
tific control. To his elevation to the Mastership, Dr. Daubeny, President of the 
British Association at their last year’s meeting at Cheltenham, referred as a 
proof of a greater appreciation of the claims of science, in the Government 
“having departed from the practice which hud prevailed ever since the death of 
Sir Isaac Newton, of regarding the M^tership of Her Majesty’s Mint as a purely 
political appointment, and iu conferring it, as they have done, on the two last 
occasions, as a reward for soieutiffo eminence.** 
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1864, Professor Graham received from the same learned body a like honour for 
hia Bakeriati lecture on “ Osmotic Force/*— the name applied to the power by 
wliifh liquids are impelled through moist membranes, and other porous septa, in 
experiments of endosmoso and exosmoae. This valuable paper was n'ported at 
length m the Year-Jiook of Facia, 1855, p. 199. One of its results is the hope 
to ilnd in the osmotic injection fluid the deficient link which certainly intervenes 
between muscular movement and ohomioal decomposition. 

Two important associations for the promotion of chemistry owe much to the 
exertions of Professor Graham, who took a leading part in their establishment : 
these are — the Chemical Society, instituted in 1841, of which Professor Graham 
was the first president — and with the proceedings of which the readers of the 
Year-Book of Facta are acquainted, through the abstracts which haveappeared year 
by year in its pages. The second institution referred to is the Cavendish Society, 
established lu 1846, for the promotion of chemical science by the translation and 
publication of valuable works and papers on chemistry, not likely to be under- 
taken liy ordinary pubhshera. Of this important “printing club,” Professor 
Graham has been president since its formation ; and in 1848, he edited for the 
Society a volume of Chemical Reports and Memoirs. 

Mr. Graham’s high scientific attainments have contributed to the efiiciency of 
various branches of the public service of late years. Thus, he act cJ as vice- 
president and reporter to the Jury on Chemical and Pharmaceutical Products 
at the Great Exhibition of 1851. In 1846, he was a member of the Commission 
appointed to report to the House of Conunons on the Ventilation of the New 
Houses of Parliament ; in 1847, he was commissioned by the Board of Ordnance, 
in conjunction with other aavana, to inquire into the various methods of casting 
guns. In 1851, he was appointed by the Government, with Professors Miller and 
Hofmann, to report on the chemiciU nature of the water supplied by the various 
companies to the metropolis. The services of Professor Graham to the Govern- 
ment in various Reports to the Board of Inland Revenue have been of great 
value in a fiscal point of view, as well as indirectly in connexion with various sani- 
tary reforms, and the increased attention devotea to the health of the people. 

Mr. Graham has been for twenty years a Fellow of the Royal Society ; for six 
years a member of the Council, and has twice held the office of Vice-President. 
He is also a corresponding member of the Institut e of France ; and is connected 
with the Academics of Sciences of Berlin, Munich, Turin, "Washington, &c. 

Professor Graham is most extensively known by his excellent hhmenta of 
Chemiairy, of which two editions have appeared. It has been translated and 
greatly enlarged by Dr. Otto, of Brunswick. 

We are indebted for the Portrait prefixed to the present volume to “the 
Photographic Portraits of Living Celebrities,” executed by Maull and Poly blank ; 
and for some of the facts in the above Memoir, our ackuowledgrnout is due to 
the very neatly written Biographical Notice, by E. Walford, M.A., accom- 
panying the admirable Photograph. 
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MANUFACTURE OF IRON AND STEEL WITHOUT FUEL. 

ThIxS important discovery was communicated by its originator, Mr. 
Henry BoHsemer, to the British Association, at their meeting at Chel- 
tenham in August last, in the following paper: — 

Mr. Bessemer commenced by asserting that crude iron contains 
about 10 per cent, of carbon ; that carbon cannot exist at white heat 
in the presence of oxygen, without uniting therewith and producing 
combustion ; that such combustion would proceed with a rapidity 
dependent on the amount of surface of carbon exposed ; lastly, that 
the temj^erature which the metal would acquire, would be also depen 
dent on the rapidity with which the oxygen and carbon were made 
to combine ; consequently, that it was only necessary to bring the 
oxygen and carbon together in such a manner that a vast surface 
should be exposed to their mutual action in order to produce a tempe- 
rature hitherto unattainable in our largest furnaces. With a viewof 
testing practically this theory, he had constructed a cylindrical vessel 
of three feet in height, somewhat like an ordinary cupola furnace, 
the interior of which was lined with fire-bricks ; and at about two 
inches from the bottom of it inserted live tuyere pipes, the nozzles of 
which were framed of well-burnt fire-clay, the orifice of each tuyere 
pipe being about three-eighths of an inch in diameter. These were 
so put into the brick lining (from the outer side) as to admit of their 
removal and renewal in a few minutes when they were worn out. 
At one side of the vessel, about half-way up from the bottom, there 
was a hole made for running in the crude metal ; and on the opposite 
side there was a tap-hole stopped with loam, by means of which the 
iron was run out at the end of the process. The vessel should be 
placed so near to the discharge-hole of the blast-furnace as to allow 
the iron to flow along a gutter into it. A small blast cylinder would 
be required, capable of compressing air to about 81b. or lOlb. to the 
square inch. A communication having been made between it and 
the tuyeres before named, the converting vessel would be in a con- 
dition to commence work. It would, however, on the occasion of its 
being first used after re-lining with fire-bricks, be necessary to make 
a fire in the interior with a few baskets of coke, so as to dry the 
brickwork and heat up the vessel for the first operation, after which 
the fire would have to be all carefully raked out at the tapping-hole, 
which would again be made good with loam. 
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The vessel would then be in readiness to commence work, and 
might be so continued without any use of fuel, until the brick lining 
in the course of time became worn away and a new lining was re- 
quired. The tuyeres are situated nearly close to the bottom of the 
vessel ; the fluid metal will therefore rise some eighteen inches or two 
feet above them. It is necessary, in order to prevent the metal from 
entering the tuyere holes, to turn on tlie blast before allowing the 
fluid crude iron to run into the vessel from the blast furnace. This 
having been done, and the fluid iron run in, a rapid boiling up of4he 
metal will be heard going on within the vessel, the metal being tossed 
violently about, and dashed fiom side to side, shaking the vessel by 
the force with which it moves from the throat of the converting vessel. 
Flame will then immediately issue, accompanied by a few bright 
sparks. This state of things will continue for about 15 or 20 minutes, 
during which time the oxygen in the atmospheric air combines with 
the carbon contained in the iron, producing carbonic acid gas, and at 
the same time evolving a powerful heat. Now, as this heat is gene- 
rated in the interior of, and is diffused in innumerable fiery bubbles 
through, the whole fluid mass, the metal absorbs the greater part of 
it, and its temperature becomes immensely increased ; and by the 
expiration of the 15 or 20 minutes before named, that part of the 
carbon which appears meclianically mixed and diffused through the 
crude iron has been entirely consumed. The temperature, however, 
is so high that the chemically- combined carbon now begins to sepa- 
rate from the metal, as is at once indicated by an immense increase 
in the volume of flame rushing out of the throat of the vessel. The 
metal in the vessel now rises several inches above its natural level, 
and a light frothy slag makes its appearance, and is thrown out in 
large foam-like masses. This violent eruption of cinder generally 
lasts five or six minutes, when all further appearance of it ceases — a 
steady and powerful flame replacing the shower of sparks and cinder 
which always accompanies the boil. 

The rapid union of carbon and oxygen which thus takes place 
adds still further to the temperature of the metal, while the dimi- 
nished quantity of carbon present allows a part of the oxygen to 
combine with the iron, which undergoes combustion, and is con- 
verted into an oxide. At the excessive temperature that the metal 
has now acquired, the oxide, as soon as formed, undergoes fusion, 
and fonns a powei'ful solvent of those earthy bases that are associated 
with the iron. The violent ebullition which is going on mixes most 
intimately with scoriae and metal, every part of which is thus 
brought into contact with the fluid, which will thus wash and 
cleanse the metal most thoroughly from the silica, and other earthy 
bases which are combined with the crude iron, while the sulphur and 
other volatile matters which cling so tenaciously to iron at ordinary 
temperatures are drawn off, the sulphur combining with the oxygen, 
and forming sulphurous acid gas. The loss in weight of crude iron 
during its conversion into an ingot of malleable iron, was found, on 
a mean of four experiments, to be 12^ per cent., to which will have 
to be added the loss of metal in the finishing rolls. This will make 
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the entire loss probably not less than 18 per cent., instead of about 
28 per cent., which is the loss on the present system. A large por- 
tion of this metal is, however, recoverable, by treating with car- 
bonaceous gases the rich oxides thrown out of the furnace during 
the boil. These slags are found to contain innumerable smaU 
grains of metallic iron, which are mechanically held in suspension 
in the slags, and may be easily recovered by opening the tap-hole of 
the converting vessel, and allowing the fluid malleable iron to flow 
into the iron ingot moulds placed there to receive it. 

The masses of iron thus formed will be perfectly free from any 
admixture of cinder, oxide, or other extraneous matters, and will be 
far more pure and in a sounder state of manufacture than a pile 
formed of ordinary puddle bars. And thus it will be seen that by a 
single process, requiring no manipulation or particular skill, and 
with only one workman, from three to five tons of crude iron passes 
into the condition of several piles of malleable iron in from thirty to 
thirty- five minutes, with the expenditure of about one- third part 
the blast now used in a fiery furnace with an equal charge of iron, 
and with the consumption of no other fuel than is contained in the 
crude iron. 

To persons conversant with the manufacture of iron (said Mr. 
Bessemer), it will be at once apparent that the ingots of malleable 
metal which I have described will have no hard or steely parts, such 
as are found in puddled iron, requiring a great amount of rolling to 
blend them with the general mass ; nor will such ingots require an 
excess of roiling to expel cinder from the interior of the mass, since 
none can exist in the ingot, which is pure and perfectly homo- 
geneous throughout, and hence requires only as much rolling as is 
necessary for the development of fibre ; it therefore follows that, 
instead of forming a merchant bar or rail by the union of a number 
of separate pieces welded together, it will be far more simple, and 
less expensive, to make several bars or rails from a single ingot. 
Doubtless this would have been done long ago had not the whole 
process been limited by the size of the ball which the puddler could 
make. 

I wish to call the attention of the meeting to some of the pecu- 
liarities which distinguish cast steel from all other forms of iron — 
namely, the perfect homogeneous character of the metal, the entire 
absence of sand-cracks or flaws, and its greater cohesive force and 
elasticity, as compared with the blister steel from which it is made — 
qualities which it derives solely from its fusion and formation into 
ingots, all of which properties malleable iron acquires in a like 
manner by its fusion and formation into ingots in the new process ; 
nor must it be forgotten that no amount of rolling will give to blister 
steel (although formed of rolled bars) the same homogeneous cha- 
racter that cast steel acquires by a mere extension of the ingot to 
some ten or twelve times its original length. One of the most im- 
portant facts connected with the new system of manufacturing mal- 
leable iron is, that all the iron so produced will be of that quality 
known as charcoal iron ; not that any charcoal is used in its mautt« 



<y TEAR-BOOK OP PACTS. 

facture, but because the whole of the processes following the smelt- 
ing of it are conducted entirely without contact with, or the use of 
any mineral fuel ; the iron resulting therefrom will in consequence 
be perfectly free from those injurious properties which that descrip- 
tion of fuel never fails to impart to iron that is brought under its 
influence. At the same time this system of manufacturing malleable 
irons ofiers extraordinary facility for making large shafts, cranks, 
and other heavy masses. It will be obvious that any weight of 
metal that can be founded in ordinary cast iron by the means at 
present at our disposal may also be founded in molten malleable 
iron, to be wrought into the forms and shapes required, provided 
that we increase the size and power of our machinery to the extent 
necessary to deal with such large masses of metal. 

A few minutes’ reflection will show the great anomaly presented 
by the scale on which the consecutive processes of iron making are 
at present carried on. The little furnaces originally used for smelt- 
ing ore have been from time to time increased in size until they have 
assumed colossal proportions, and are made to operate on two or 
three hundred tons of materials at a time, giving out ten tons of 
fluid metal at a single run. The manufacturer has thus gone on in- 
creasing the size of his smelting furnaces, and adapting to their use 
the blast apparatus of the requisite proportions, and has by this 
means lessened the cost of production in every way. His large fur- 
naces require a great deal less labour to produce a given weight of 
iron than would have been required to produce it with a dozen fur- 
naces ; and in like manner he diminishes his cost of fuel blast and 
repairs, while he insures a uniformity in the result that never could 
have been arrived at by the use of a multiplicity of small furnaces. 
While the manufacturer has shown himself fully alive to these advan- 
tages, he has still been under the necessity of leaving the succeeding 
operations to be carried out on a scale wholly at variance with the 
principles he has found so advantageous in the smelting department. 
It is true that hitherto no better method was known than the pud- 
dling process, in which from 400 lb. to 500 lb. weight of iron is all 
that can be operated upon at a time ; and even this small quantity 
is divided into homoeopathic doses of some 70 lb. or 80 lb., each of 
which is moulded and fashioned by human labour, and carefully 
watched and tended in the furnace, and removed therefrom one at a 
time, to be carefully manipulated and squeezed into form. When we 
consider the vast extent of the manufacture, and the gigantic scale 
on which the early stages of the process is conducted, it is astonish- 
ing that no effbii; should have been made to raise the after-processes 
somewhat nearer to a level commensurate with the preceding ones, 
and thus rescue the trade from the trammels which have so long sur- 
rounded it. 

Before concluding these remarks, I beg to call your attention to 
an important fact connected with the new process, which aflbrds 
peculiar facilities for the manufacture of cast steel. At that stage of 
the process immediately following the boil, the whole of the crude 
iron has passed into the condition of cast steel of ordinary quality. 
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By the continuation of the process the steel so produced gradually 
loses its small remaining portion of carbon, and passes successively 
from hard to soft steel, and from soft steel to steely iron, and even- 
tually to very soft iron ; hence, at a certain period of the process 
any quality of metal may be obtained. There is one in particular, 
which, by way of distinction, I call semi- steel, being in hardness 
about midway between ordinary cast steel and soft malleable iron. 
This metal possesses the advantage of much greater tensile strength 
than soft iron. It is also more elastic, and does not readily take a 
permanent set, while it is much harder and is not worn or indented 
so easily as soft iron. At the same time it is not so brittle or hard 
to work as ordinary cast steel. These qiialities render it eminently 
wjll adapted to purposes where lightness and strength are specially 
required, or where there is much wear, as in the case of railway 
cars, which from their softness of texture soon become destroyed. 
The c(^st of semi- steel will be a fraction less than iron, because the 
loss of metal that takes place by oxidation in the converting vessel 
is about two and a- half per cent, less than it is with iron ; but as it 
is a little more difficult to roll, its cost per ton may be fairly con- 
sidered to be the same as iron. But as its tensiblo strength is some 
thirty or forty per cent, greater than bar iron, it follows that for 
most pur])08es a much leas weight of metal may be used ; so that 
taken in that way the semi-steel will form a much cheaper metal 
than any that we are at presented acquainted with. 

The facts which I have brought before the meeting are not mere 
laboratory experiments, but the result of working on a scale nearly 
twice as great as is pursued in our largest ironworks — the experi- 
mental apparatus doing 7 cwt. in thirty minutes, while the ordinary 
puddling furnace makes only 4 ^Jcwt. in two hours, which is made 
into six separate balls, while the ingots or blooms are smooth, even 
]n’ism'J, ten inches sijuure by thirty inches in length, weighing about 
equal to ten ordinary puddle balls. 

Mr. Bessemer’s invention has been patented by him ; and he is 
statefl to have patented several methods ere he discovered the true 
process. There are four patents immediately bearing on the ques- 
tion of Mr. Bessemer’s originality, but which we have not space to 
examine. 

Among those who questioned the soundness of Mr. Bessemer’s 
views was a writer in the Binningham Jowmal, who thus expi'essed 
his misgivings : — 

“ E.s})ecially important is it that accurate chemical analysis should be resorted 
to, to show tho composition of this iron, and to prove that the now process will 
truly i)urge it of sulphur and phosphorus, as we understand Mr. Hessemer to 
say it will, elements the presence of one per cent, of which is fatal to the quality 
of the iron.” 

With the view of settling this question, the above writer has expe- 
rimented upon a specimen of Mr. Bessemer’s iron, upon which he 
reports : — 

The iron consists of an agglutinated mass of large brilliant crystalline grains, 
possessed of a very impej’fect malleability, flattening under the blow of a 
hammer, but almost invariably crai king at the edges. It is wholly des-titute of 
a fibrous structure, and only ^er having been repeatedly heated and drawn out 
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in a Smith’s forge, exhibits the properties of an inferior wrought iron. On 
analysis it was found to have the following composition : — 


Iron 96-9 I Carbon 0 06 

Phosphorus .... POB Silicon trace 

Sulphur O’lO I 

Total 100-19 


This composition is so accordant wilh the physical propert.ies of the iron that, 
the composition being given, the chemist would have had no difficulty in predi- 
cating its more marked characteristics. Its crystalline structure and fusibility 
are very satisractonly accounted for. In order more cxaclly to illustrate the 
nature of’ iht‘ change eflirc-led by Mr. UcHsemer s treatment, we aojiciid an 
analysis of refined iron produced at a large establishment in the neighliourhood 
of Birmingham. It was made liy the courtesy of Br. Percy, in his laboratory 
by one of his assistants, Mr. Dick; the iron maybe regarded as representing 
the average compo.sifion of refined iron as made at the present moment iu the 
neighbourhood of Birmingham : — 


Iron 95-14 

Carbon (eombined) . 907 

Pliosphorus 0-794 

Silicon . 0-03 

Hulplnir 0-167 

Manganese ............. trace 


Itesidue, insoluble in uydrochloric acid . . . 0-53 


Total . - 100-261 

The residue insoluble in hydrochloric acid, yielded — 

Silica 0-3 

Alumina, with a little peroxide of iron . . , 014 


Total 0-44 

In contrasting the change etTected by Mr. Bessemer’s treatment wilh that of 
the rctinerv, tlie following .'artieulars force themselves strongly ujion our notice. 
Mr. Bessemer's method removes most idl’ectually the carbon and the silicon, 
while iu the retinery tliese are but little dimimshed. The carbon is elimmated 
with a perlectiori which we should scarcely have thought possible, but we are 
without information as to the sacrifice at winch Ihis has been etl’ectcd] the 
aniount of iron oxydized by the vivid eonibustion which Mr. Bessemer induces 
we are unable to ascertain The point which most prominently strikes the 
chemi.st in Mr. Bessemer’s iron is, the large amount of phospliorus- which it 
contains — iiij amount utterly fatal, we fear, to the value of Mr. Bessemer’s 
method. Ilis treatment, we suspect, does not sensibly diminish the amount of 
this element ; but this, too, is a point ou which we must be dependent on Mr. 
Bessemer. We have had no opportunity of exanumng the slag produced in the 
treat nunit, but we learn from an eminent chemist that at least «>iie sample of it 
contains no sensible amount of phosphoric acid. We have previously explained 
that it is by the ])uddliTig process that the phosphorus and sulphur are mainly 
removed, the cheiiucal examination of the tap-emder of the puddling furnace 
disclosing an abundance of phosplione acid. As yet, so far as wo can learn, Mr. 
Bessemer has done nothing toward the removal of this oernicious element, phos- 
phorus, and iu this important respect his process must be regarded as a failure. 


INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGINEERS. 

At the annual general meeting of the Institution, held Dec. 16th, 
G. P. Bidder, Esq., Vice-President, in the chair, the Eeport of the 
Council for the past Session, which was read, stated, that since the 
con esponding period of the last year, though political tranquillity 
had been restored, the monetary crisis consequent upon the large 
public expenditure occasioned by a state of warfare had retarded 
the resumption of works of public and private enterprise. 

Some few of the foreign works in progi-eaa were then noticed ; 
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mentioning particularly the successful opening and the extension of 
the East Indian Railway, under Mr. Rendel, the late distinguished 
Past- President of tlie Institution. In connexion with this subject, 
it was stated that the honour of knighthood had been conferred upon 
Mr. Macdonald IStephenson, Assoc. Inst. O.E., who originally pro- 
posed and had carried out the first portions of the vast network of 
railways which was destined to work such a revolution in the Indian 
Empire. A similar distinction was, at the same time, conferred 
upon Dr. O’Shaughnessy, the energetic projector and constructor 
of a system of Electric Telegraphs extending over nearly 4000 
miles, through dense jungle, or over the vast plains, rivers, and 
mountains of India. The Indian Peninsular Railway, construct- 
ing by Mr. James Berkleys, M. Inst. C. K., under the direction 
of Mr. R. Stephenson, M.P., President, bad now about 100 miles 
opened, and the great work of extension up to Sholapoor, and 
through the Bhore Ghaut. W'as now fast progressing ; whilst the 
execution of the North Eastern extension, across the Thull Ghaut 
towards Nagpore and Jiibbulpore, and the Berar cotton-fields, would 
soon be commenced. The Madras, the Bombay and Baroda, and 
the Scinde Railways were being vigorously prosecuted, and several 
other lines were projected, among which was that from Seleucia, on 
the Mediterranean, to Jabr Castle, on the Euphrates, which river 
it was proposed to navigate by means of steam- vessels, of shallow 
draught of water. This recent project had been intrusted to Sir 
John Macneil, M. Inst. C.E. Since* the kingdom of Oude had 
become a part of the British possessions, arrangements had been 
made for affording it the benefit of participation in the railway 
system, which would be commenced by the construction of a line of 
50 miles in length, between Cawiipore and Lucknow, whence branches 
woulil extend to the most im))ortant districts, and be connected with 
the East Indian Railway. Other lines were also proposed for Gor- 
ruckpore, Tirhoot, and Purneah, ail contributing to the completion 
of the internal communications of India. 

The Pernambuco railway, in the prosecution of which the late 
Mr. M. A. Borthwick, M. Inst. C. E., hjst his life, had been placed 
in the charge of Mr. W. M. Peniston, M. Inst. C.E., and was making 
satisfactory progress. 

The Oom Pedro the Second railway, starting from Rio di Janeiro, 
and passing up the “Serra,” into the valley of the Parahiba, and 
through the principal coffee-producing districts, would be about 
200 miles in length. Tiie first section of 40 miles was commenced 
in 1855, and would be completed by about the middle of next year. 
The survey wiis made amidst a dense primeval f«)re8t, and in many 
places through water 5 or 6 feet deep, and great difficulty was 
encountered in executing the earthw'orks with slave labour and 
inadequate tools. By degrees, however, European methods were 
introduced by Mr. E. Price, A.S8oc. Inst. C.E., the contratitor ; and 
under the superintendence of Mr. C. B. Lane, M. Inst. C. E., the 
Engineer-in-chief to the Home Department of the Brazilian Govern- 
ment, the railway promised to become a fine enterprise. Mr. Charles 
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Neate, Assoc. Inst. C.K., was also engaged under the Brazilian 
Government, in constructing important hydraulic works at liio de 
Janeiro. They consisted of quay- walls along the sea-front of the 
city, with piers and jetties, formed of granite masonry, set in lias 
mortar, for which the limestone was sent from England. 

In Canada, the railway undertaken by Messrs. Peto, Brassey, 
Betts, and Jackson, might he said to be complete, with the excep- 
tion of the link to be formed by the Victoria Tubular Bridge across 
the River St. Lawrence, which was now in progress.* 

On the Continent, gradual extensions of all the main lines were 
being made. The Lombardo- Venetian system had been transferred 
to a powerful Company, now preparing to act with great energy in 
the prosecution of their plans. Tlie Victor- Emmanuel” line, 
under the direction of Mr. Bartlett, M. Inst. C.E., acting for Mr. 
Brassey, Assoc. Inst. C.E,, the contractor, was approaching the 
chain of the Alps, for the traversing of which preparations were 
being ma<le, and experiments upon the machinery for the work of 
tunnelling on a lariie scale were being tried. That portion of the 
line from Aix-les-Bains, passing through Chambery to St. Jean de 
Maurienne, upwards of 55 miles in length, was opened for public 
traffic last October. The works were originally laid out by, and to 
a great extent executed under the direction of Mr. Nieumann, who 
was succeeded, last year, by Mr. Ricceo, under whose supervision 
they are now carried on. 

In Turkey, and in Russia, extensive projects both for railways 
and steam navigation were being agitated ; whilst in Egypt, H. H., 
the en<Tgetic Said Pacha, was completing the railway communica- 
tion between Cairo and Suez, spanning the Nile by a vast iron 
bridge at Kaffre Azzayat, and had confided to Mougel Bey the con- 
struction of the preliminary works for the canal across the Isthmus 
of Suez, advocated by M. Ferdinand de Lesseps ; whilst he had 
authorized the establishment, upon the Nile and the Mahinoudieh 
Canal, of a complete system of steam towing vessels and barges, 
now in course of construction in this country. 

One of the most important, as well as most interesting, projects 
of the period was the Submarine Electric Telegraph Cable proposed 
to be laid from Valentia, on the west coast of Ireland, to St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, a distance of sixteen hundred miles, along the bank, 

* The Victoria Bridge, by which the road is to cross the St. Lawrence at 
Montreal, will more than rival the Britannia Bridge at home ; for, constructed 
on the Name principle, it will he within fifty yards of two English mile« in length. 
A large fraction of the whole cost of the line will be expended on this work, for 
which the estimate is 1,260,000/. It was commenced in 1844, and by the contract, 
ought to be completed in 1860. The abutment of the bridge on the Montred 
hank is nearly finished. It is an immense structure, of almost Egyptian mas- 
siveness and solidity; the side that faces up the St. Lawrence slimes gradually 
like a breakwater, to receive and resist the drifts of ice that lloat down the river 
every spring, sometimes mounting above the quays, and crushing the houses upon 
thein. The iron superstructure will be earned fieross the river from the two 
abutments on twenty-four piers, of which nine are finished, standing like islands 
in the stream; no part of the roadway has yet been constructed. The centre 
span of the iron tube will be 6.50 feet; the spaces between the other piers, twelve 
on each side of the centre, will be 242 feet each. 
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or plateau, discovered by Lieutenant Maury, over which the great- 
est depth of the ocean did not exceed 2u70 fathoms. By a new 
method of enclosing the insulated conducting wires within a cover- 
ing of ropes, composed of small wires laid in an opposite direction 
to that of the general “ lay” of the cable, a light and flexible cable 
was formed, which was stilted to be capable of bearing the strain of 
depositing in extreme depths, and having no tendency to twist or 
**kink” during the process. This ingenious modification of the 
usual construction of cable, was devised by Mr. Brunei, V. P., 
whose co-operation was sought by Mr. Cyrus Field and Mr. J. W. 
Brett, the projectors, under the advice of Professor Morse. The 
successful result of this daring project for connecting the Old with 
the New World would be more effectual than any efforts of diplo- 
macy, in cementing that intimate union, so desirable for the true 
interests of the two countries. 

The vital questions of the Metropolitan Sewerage, the New 
Streets, and the Bridges, remained as undecided as at the period of 
the last Report. 

The principal papers read during the session were then noticed, 
mention being particularly made of the oral addresses by Mr. 
Bidder, V. P. Inst. C. E., on Mental Calculation,” the object of 
which was to demonstrate that the system could be taught to chil- 
dren, and be acquired with less irksomeness and greater facility 
than ordinary arithmetic. Special notice was also taken of the 
paper by Mr. John Murray, M. Inst. C. E., ** on the Sunderland 
Docks,” which, as an example of dock engineering, stood almost 
unrivalled in this country. 

It was mentioned, that at the last Annual Meeting, Mr. Charles 
Manby (M. Inst. 0. E.), who had held the post of Secretary for 
upwards of seventeen years, tendered his resignation ; he had con- 
tinued, however, to hold the position until the present time, but in 
the month of June, 1856, Mr. James Forrest (Assoc. Inst. C. E.), 
who was well known to the majority of the members, from his almost 
constant connexion with the Institution during the last fourteen 
years, having, in fact, been partly brought up within its walls, 
entered on the post of Assistant Secretary, with the salary formerly 
devoted to Mr. Manby, who had expressed his willingness to con- 
tinue to act as Secretary, gratuitously, as long as his services were 
considered useful to the Institution. 

After the reading of the Report, Telford Medals were presented to 
Messrs. J. Murray, J. M. Heppel, H. Robinson, C. R. Drysdale, 
and F. M. Kelley ; and Council Premiums of Books to Messrs. J. 
Murray, G. Herbert, Evan Hopkins, J. W, Heinke, J. Baillie, and 
W. K. HaU. 

The thanks of the Institution were unanimously voted to the 
President, for his attention to the duties of his office ; to the Vice- 
Presidents and other Members and Associates of Council, for their 
co-operation with the President, and constant attendance at the 
meetings ; as also to the Auditors of the Accounts and the Scruti- 
neers of the Ballot, for their services. Special votes of thanks were 
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accorded to Mr. Bidder, for his addresses on “ Mental Calculation,” 
and to Mr. C. Manby, Secretary, for the manner in which he hstd 
performed the duties of his office, and his constant attention to the 
individual wishes of the members. 

THE HNITED STATES WAB-FRTGATE “ MERRIMAC.” 

The principal dunensions of this noble ship-of-war are : — 


Feet In. 

Lenglh on keel 250 0 

Length on load water line 260 0 

Leni^h t)ver all 300 0 

Breath extreme ......... 61 4 

Breadth moulded 50 2 

Depth of hold (to gun deck) 26 4 

Draught of water, forward 23 6 

Draught of water aft 24 0 


When the vessel is at her load line, the heights of the gun deck 
ports above the water are amidships 9 feet, and forward and aft 12 
feet, or thereabouts. The height from her gun deck to the lower 
sides of her spar deck beams is 6 feet. The height of her bulwarks 
is such that, when the hammocks are stowed they reach 8 feet 8 
inches above the upper deck. Her gun deck ports are 3 feet 8 
inches long, and nearly 8 feet 6 inches apart. Her load displace- 
ment is estimated at 4000 tons. 

The Merrimac was designed by Mr. Lenthall, who is at the head 
of the Bureau at Washington, and was built by Mr, Delano, the 
master shipwright of the Navy Yard at Boston. Her frame is of 
live oak, crossed on the inside with two sets of diagonal iron plates 
which are inclined in opposite directions. She is also strengthened 
by similar plates on the outside at bow and stern. Her plank is 
also of oak, and, like our own ships of war, she is copper-fastened 
up to a few feet above the load water line. Her decks are of fir. 
On a careful inspection, she seems to have been built with very 
great skill and care, and is a very tight strong ship. The large 
wooden knees (common in American ships because more approved 
of, and more readily obtained than iron) to some extent interfere 
with the beauty of her appearance inboard. But she is a very 
roomy and handsome ship, and the appearance of her main deck is 
unsurpassed. 

With all her sails set, slie spreads 56,629 square feet of canvas. 
Her engines are auxiliaiy only. Her rig is in all respects like that 
of the largest American sailing frigates, but from her great length 
she seems capable of carrying masts, spars, and sails even larger 
than those she has. The mode in which the mainmast steps is 
worthy of attention. The shaft of the propeller coining immediately 
beneath it (since the engines are beiore the mainmast), a step is 
formed to receive it above the shaft. This step consists of a large 
thwartship beam of live oak, supported near the middle by two 
12-inch solid ii on columns which rest upon suitable keelsons. This 
arrangement is perhaps as good as any other, although the strength 
attending it must certainly be much less than that in which the 
mast steps in a wooden step supported immediately by the keelsons 
themselves, as is the case where no screw shait interferes. The 
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modes adopted in our own navy are various. In some cases tall 
iron forked steps, which stride across the shaft are employed, and 
in others the heel of the mast itself is enlarged, and the shaft 
allowed to pass through it, the lower piece of the mast being sepa- 
rable from the upper, and connected with it by clasped jointed 
hoops. 

The Merrimac is pierced for 60 guns, but if she were actually to 
carry that number they would have to be of a lighter character than 
those now on board of her. Her present armament is as follows ; — 
On her upper deck there are two large pivot guns, each weighing 
nearly 5 4 tons, and of 10 inches bore, and fourteen 8-inch guns, 
each weighing rather more than 3 tons ; on her gun deck there are 
twenty-four 9-inch guns, each weighing nearly 4^ tons. The whole 
of these guns, forty in all, though strong enough to discharge solid 
shot, if desired, are primarily intended to be served with hollow 
shot, or with shell, — for it is now a practice with the Americans to 
supply their navy with a quantity of empty hollow shot, which may 
be either plugged and used as such, or charged, fitted with fuzes, 
and used as shells. We must not, however, omit to mention that 
she might cairy a few additional 9-inch guns on the main deck 
with perfect convenience. Her gun carriages on the main deck are 
similar to those used in the French navy. They have, however, 
but two wheels or trucks each, at the ship’s side end of the carriage. 

The whole of the 9in. guns, or main- deck guns, as well as the two 
10-in. pivot guns, are formed upon Commander Dahlgren’s system, 
which consists in giving to the gun, at each point of its length, a 
thickness proportioned to the direct pressure of the powder in the 
chase at that point, supposing the gun to be fired with an ordinary 
service charge. They are of greatly reduced thickness along the 
chase, and suddenly increase their thickness near the breech, w here 
the great bulk of the metal of the gun is collected. Each gun is 
furnished with two lock- lugs, or lugs for the gun-lock — one for use, 
and one to supply its place if it should be knocked away. 

There are a few other novel features in connexion with the guns 
of the Mei'rimac. One is that her guns are fitted with elevating 
screws, which supply the place of the com, &c., in our own service. 
This arrangement tends greatly to facilitate the sighting, and is cer- 
tainly an improvement, provided that it is not attended with any 
defect in strength, and we were assured that none had been observed 
during considerable practice. Another new feature is the employ- 
ment of bristles, instead of sheepskin, in all the sponges and ram- 
mers for the guns ; and a further one is the employment, for boat 
guns, of light and elegant w rough t-iron carri^es, of which she has 
three — one for a 9-pounder, a second for a 12-pounder, and a third 
for a 2 4- pounder. 

The engines of the Merrimac are by Mr. Parrott, of the Cold 
Springs Foundry, New York. She has two cylinders 72 inches in 
diameter, and 3 feet stroke. These are placed close to the shaft, 
on opposite sides of it, leaving room only for the crank. Each 
piston has two piston-rods, one above and one below the shaft ; these 
carry a cross-head from which the connecting-rod reaches back to 
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tbe crank, as is well understood by engineers. Each cylinder has 
its condenser at the side of it, and its air-pump opposite to it. The 
air-pump rods go through the cylinder ends direct to the piston. 
She is fitted with four of the vertical tubular boilers patented by 
Mr. D. B. Martin, Engineer- in-chief of the U.S. Navy, similar to 
those fitted previously in the Susquehanna, by Merrick and Son, of 
Philadelphia. The boilers are of iron, with brass tubes, and have 
the following general dimensions : 

Length of each boiler, athwartships, 11 ft. ; breadth, fore and 
aft, 14*8 ft. ; length of vessel occupied by four boilers, 31 ft. 8 in.; 
breadth of ditto, and fire-room, 31 ft. The fire-room is between 
the two pair of boilers, the furnaces firing athwartships, and the 
flues delivering into one chimney. Height of boilers, 13 ft. 6 in. ; 
cubical space occupied by all the boilers and fire-room, being the 
content of a parallelopipedon included within the above circum- 
scribing lines, 13,240 cubic feet; number of furnaces in all boilers, 
sixteen; breadth of ditto each, 2 feet lOJ inches; length of ditto 
each, 7 feet ; grate surface area in all, 338 square feet ; number of 
tubes in all boilers, 5480; length (or height) 37? inches; diameter 
(outside) of the tubes, 2 inches ; heating surface in furnaces and 
back connexions up to tubes, 1614 square feet; heating surface in 
tubes, 8508 square feet; heating surface in tube-boxes and con- 
nexions to smoke chimney, 1581 square feet; total heating surface 
in all boilers, 11,703 square feet; proportion of the same to grate 
area, 34*6 to 1*00; flue area or calorimeter between tubes in all 
boilers, 42 square feet ; proportion of the same to grate area, 1 to 8 
square feet ; diameter of smoke chimney, 8 feet. 

The propelling arrangements (Griffith’s screw) on board the Merri- 
mac are very complete. The forward thrust is taken by a series of 
collars, and the backward thrust by a brass disk dropped down be- 
tween the end of the propeller bearing and the after sternpost. This 
disk may be readily renewed when worn. ITie shaft is supported be- 
tween the engines and the dead wood by bearings and intermediate 
spring supports, and a cooling pipe is led from the outside of the 
ship over each. The after propeller bearings are of wood, upon 
Penn’s principle. The propeller is raised by a cable and pulleys, 
the cable leading to the capstan. A long wooden stay, tightened 
by a screw, is used for keeping the propeller down in its place, 
and suitable means are also provided for steadying the propeller 
during the raising of it^ for slinging it when raised, or partially 
raised, &c. 

The gi’eatest speed ever attained by the Merrimac under steam 
alone was seven knots per hour, and this was made under very 
favourable circumstances. 

We quote these details from the Mechanics' Magazine^ No. 1730, 
wherein are described five other United States’ steam ships of war, 
of nearly similar dimensions to those of the Merrimac : namely, the 
Wahash, the Minnesota, the Uoanoke^ the Colorado, and the Niagara, 
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B0CHE8TEB NEW BBIDGES. 

Two new Bridges have been completed at Eochester ; one in place 
of the ancient town bridge ; the other at a short distance from it, 
to convey the North Kent Railway across the river Medway. The 
new town bridge and the railway bridge each consists of three open- 
ings, besides the swing bridge which there is to each. It is in the 
swing bridges and the method adopted in the foundations that the 
chief interest and merit of these works is to be observed. In that 
part of the town bridge which opens, the most elaborate system of 
contrivances is resorted to, to relieve the work from all strain in its 
ordinary position fixed for land traffic, and to attain the utmost dura- 
bility in the working parts. Each of the swing bridges is formed 
of wrought- iron riveted girders, strutted, — ^the centre, or pivot of 
the swing, in the case of the town bridge, being on the pier, so that 
the swing turns in direction up the stream, — whilst the centre in the 
case of the railway bridge is on the abutment, so that the swing 
turns down the stream. In the town bridge, the moveable portion 
has six of the riveted plate girders in the direction of the length, — 
the outside girders of the six being 7 feet 11 ^ inches deep, at one 
end, and 6 feet 0^ inches at the other end, — the four intermediate 
girdere being somewhat less. For the strutting, the girders are in- 
tersected by boiler plate — a row of plate passing by each side the 
centre pivot, for extra strength thereat — and elsewhere by cast-iron 
pipe strutting, which gives the requisite strength with lightness. 
The footpath of this part of the bridge projects on cantilevers. The 
bearing-points are the pivot, formed with properly prepared iron 
and brass, and thirty wheels, or rollers, running on a circle, or roller 
path, 80 feet in diameter, which is accurately planed to a slight and 
even inclination, — the rollers being themselves fixed on the edge of 
what may be called a large horizontal wheel, which keeps them in 
their places. The motion is given to the bridge by an endless chain, 
stretched round the circle over the roller path, and also round a 
small toothed wheel, which last is turned by two men, standing upon 
and carried with the bridge. The weight to be moved is over 300 
tons. By a most ingenious contrivance, when the bridge is not 
open for river traffic, the weight can be taken off the central pivot. 
At the outer end of the radius, there is, of course, a stop, to prevent 
forcing the bridge too far laterally in re-closing it, — and at the same 
end there are a number of ** setting-up screws,’' to which motion is 
given by a windlass, for the purpose of taking off the weight which 
would otherwise exert great leverage upon the machinery ; and there 
is here an horizontal stop, to prevent these screws from themselves 
forcing up the bridge too far. At the shorter end of the moving 
girders a considerable weight of stone is filled in the hollow parts 
under the level of the causeway, so as to get the proper counter- 
balance. Great nicety was of course required in the planing'and ar- 
rangement of these swing bridges. 

In the main portion of each bridge, — that is to say, town bridge 
and railway bridge — it has been shown that there are three openings 
and two piers. The railway bridge consists merely of wrought- iron 
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riveted girders, three in the width of the bridge and continuous for 
the whole length of the piers and openings together. The centre 
girder is the deepest ; and the three girders are fixed to one pier, 
whilst their other supports are by rollei-s, to allow of expansion and 
contraction. The timbers of the roadway are suspended from the 
bottom flange by two screw-bolts at each end, — tliis plan of course 
being adopted to ensure regular bearing, instead of the other alter- 
native of straining one- half of the flange and outer girders. But it 
should bo observed that the great dependence which in this now 
usual system is placed on the bolt-holes and heads of the bolts, would 
lead to the inference that further consideration of the subject might 
be desirable. This bridge carries the continuation of the North 
Kent line on to Canterbury. Mr. Joseph Cubitt was the engineer of 
the railway bridge ; Mr. Wm. Mills w^as the resident engineer; and 
Messrs. Fox and Henderson were the contractors. 

The town bridge has three segmental arches of cast iron, and 
stone piers and abutments. The stone piers extend only down to 
the level of low- water, — the pier, if it may be so called, below, 
being formed of a cluster of cylinder piles, filled with concrete, — 
there being fourteen piles to each pier, viz., six on each side and one 
to each of the cutwaters. These piles it was originally intended to 
sink on Dr. Potts’s principle, or by exhausting the air, and allowing 
the pile to descend by its own weight. It was however found, in 
commencing at the Strood side, that the cylinder would not pene- 
trate the bottom ; therefore a new contrivance, a modification of 
the diving-bell, was adopted for each cylinder, the air being com- 
pressed by an engine, so as to keep out the water, the pile descend- 
ing by a weight placed at the top, and the men and materials pass- 
ing in and out through valved chambers, according to an ingenious 
contrivance by Mr. Hughes, for which he obtained a patent. As 
in the instance of most valuable inventions, the priority of claim was 
disputed ; and Mr. Bush, who commenced the sinking of a caisson 
or cylinder, some years since on the Godwin Sands, in last session 
of Parliament, only just terminated his case, — which was decided 
against him, in the House of Lords, mainly, as it would seem, be- 
cause the real priority of claim would have been on the score of an 
invention by Lord Dundonald. 

The strata at Rochester consisted of Kentish ragstone, gravel, 
soft chalk, and, lastly, in order of descent, hard chalk ; and the 
cylinders were sunk in 9 feet lengths, — having to descend in some 
instances a total of 40 feet. The deteils of the work manifested 
great ingenuity. 

Bed- plates were fixed on the top of the cylinders, and on these 
plates the masonry was laid. A portion of the pier corresponding 
with two courses of masonry, was formed by an iron curtain en- 
closing the piles, round the whole pier. After the foundations were 
completed, the works stood for some time before the superstructure 
was commenced. The total length of roadway, inclusive of the 
swing bridge and abutments, is about 700 feet ; but with the two 
approaches, and the land arches at the Strood end, the length w'ould 
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he somewhat greater. The gmler framing of the swing- l)ridge 
measures about 99 feet along its sides, and 109 feet taking in the 
segments at each end. The length of the main portion of the bridge, 
or space of the three openings, is 482 feet, made up by the centre 
arch spanning 170 feet, two side arches, 140 feet each; and two 
piers, 16 feet each : and if the pier of the Rochester abutment, 40 
feet, and the upper part of the pier only, next the swing-bridge, 
34 feet, be added, we have a length of 556 feet for thit part of tlie 
bridge. On the plan, the breadth between the parapets is 40 feet. 
The rise of the centre arch is 17 feet, and that of the side arches 
14 feet, or in each case, one-tenth. 

There are six castings to the sweep of the centre arch and five 
to that of the side arches, and these castings are nutted and screwed 
together by flanges, the butting ends being carefully planed to get 
even bearing. On the plan there are eight of these arches in the 
breadth of the bridge, strutted by diagonal bracing- frames. The 
outside arches of the eight, in the 170 feet span, liave the I form of 
section, 4 feet 6 inches in depth, with top and bottom flanges 14 
inches by 24 inches, and a ** web” of 2-inch metal. Tlie inside 
arches are somewhat less in scantling. The decorative castings are 
screwed on ; and, with the comice and spandrils all in metal, and the 
iron parapet railing, are well designed for effect. At the upper 
angle of each spandril one inch is left for the expansion of the arch, 
which operates at that point, moving in direction towards the pier, 
in which a sinking is left to allow of such expansion. The arches 
spring from iron skewbacks, whicli pass through the pier, — that is, 
each arch where the piers occur butts against its neighbour. 

The roadway and footpaths are carried by cast-iron plates fitted 
to the tops of the spandril castings. The roadway of the swing- 
bridge is of timber, where lightness is required. 

Sir AVm. Cubitt was the engineer. The foundations were put in by 
Messrs. Fox and Henderson, and the superstructure was contracted 
for by Messrs. Cochrane and Co. 

At the landing-place on the Rochester side of the river, Mr. 
Wright has put up a well- contrived landing-stage, which is simply 
a hollow caisson, formed of riveted plate-iron, and rising and 
falling in the direction of an inclined plane with the rise and fall of 
the tide, — being guided by wheels which run in chases in the 
masonry. Thus, descending a few steps, persons embarking can 
step immediately to a boat from a flat suiiace at all states of the tide. 
— AhridffCil from the Bail No. 704. 

THE SUBMARINE NAUTILUS. 

The New TorJc Herald of Nov. 15, 1856, reports the trial of this 
new apparatus for submarine work. The Nautilus, in external 
form, is almost round. It is about 10 feet in diameter by 7 feet 
deep, and weighs 10 tons. A peculiarity, as compared with the old- 
fashioned diving-bell, is that the entrance is from the top ; a species 
of iron trap door screws down when all are in, and when the machine 
is at the bottom, another and larger door opens in the base, so as to 
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proceed with the works required. Condensed air is produced on 
board a vessel or on land, and is communicated to the Nautilus by an 
immensely powerful hose formed of thick India-rubber, strong 
enough to withstand a pressure of 200 lbs. to the square inch ; this 
is affixed to the t^ip of the machine, and communicated by valves 
inside to the working and water chambers. After entering and 
closing the top of the machine, water valves are opened, w^hich cause 
the Nautilus to sink ; air is taken into the wwking chamber until its 
density is equal to that of the water without ; the door of the bottom 
is then raised in order to move upon the ground. The operators 
step upon the bottom and cany the machine with them, or in cur- 
rent way cables passing from windlasses inside, effect the desired 
movement. To lift stone, a hook placed on the bottom is affixed to 
the stone, condensed air is then thrown into the water chambers, and 
the water is expelled until the weight of the stone is overcome. It 
is then moved in any direction, and, by the readmission of water, is 
again deposited . In one of the experiments, a stone weighing five 
tons was lifted, moved horizontally between twenty and thirty feet, 
and then deposited. The time occupied in going under w^ater, bring- 
ing the stone to the surface (twenty-two feet), then moving, going 
down and depositing, returning again to the surface, was only nine 
and a half minutes. The Nautilus will lay 3500 cubic feet of stone 
per diem, at a cost of thii-ty-five dollars, being less, according to the 
opinion of engineers, than the cost of the same work on terra firma. 
The average cost of submarine constructions is 16^ cents the cubic 
foot, whilst with the Nautilus, as demonstrated, it is but one cent. 


NOVEL APPLICATION OF TIDAL POWDER. 

There has been read to the Academy of Sciences, at Paris, a de- 
scription of an invention of the Abb<^ Giovanni llasiaco for applying 
the force of Tidal Streams to Motive purposes by means of — what 
he terms — an hydraulic chain, which consists of a scries of wooden 
pyramids with rectangular bases united together, so as to form an 
endless articulated band or chain, intended to float on the surface of 
the water, and give to the inflexions of the cunents. Tlie bases of 
the pyramids are placed vertically, in such a manner as to be sub- 
jected to the action of the water, and are provided w ith hinged flaps 
on the lower parts, which descend into the stream beneath the fol- 
lowing portion of the course of the chain, and which lifts up and 
becomes nearly horizontal w’hen moving upwards. The chain passes 
round drums, which it thus causes to rotate, and whence motion is 
derived. The inventor proposed principally to apply his system to 
tugging boats and barges up streams, and wdth this view made seve- 
ral experiments on the Tiber, which were stated to have given satis- 
factory results. However, M. Morin, who was charged by the 
Academy to examine a model of the invention, which was at work 
in the Seine near the Pont Marie, and report upon it, was of opinion 
that it might be better applied to furnish motive powder to workshops 
on shore than to tractive purposes, which, even if successful, would 
necessitate the employment of certain arrangements that would 
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encumber navigable streams ; and he thought the invention, on 
account of its simplicity and cheapness, susceptible of useful ai)pli- 
cation. M. Morin estimated the resulting force of the Abb(i’s chain 
at 22 per cent, of the force of the current, and also that it might 
be advantageously applied to communicate motion to dredging- 
machines . — Building Neivs. 

WHIP CANAL THROUGH THE ISTHMUS OP DARIEN. 

There have been read to the British Association, ‘ Explorations 
through the Valley of the Atrato to the Pacific in search of a Route for 
a Ship-canal,’ by Mr. F. M. Kelley, of New York. Several survey- 
ing expeditions have been sent by Mr. Kelley into this region, and 
much valuable information has resulted. But the chief result is a 
conviction of the feasibility of a ship canal through the isthmus. The 
most recent of Mr. Kelley’s explorers, Mr. Kennish, proposes to 
enter the Atrato by the Cano Coquito. The greatest depth on the 
bar is about 4 ft. at low water ; the soundings gradually deepen, 
and become 30 ft. within 2 miles, when the depth increases to 47 ft., 
and is nowhere less up to tlie Truando. The width varies from a 
quarter of a mile to 2 miles, and the removal of the bar would allow 
of the transit of the largest steamers. The confluence of the IViiando 
is about 03 miles from the Gulf, and that river forms the channel of 
the proposed line for 36 miles. The line then follows the valley of 
the Nerqua through rock- cutting, and passes the summit by a tunnel 
of miles. It reaches the Pacific through the valley of a small 
stream, and debouches at Kelley’s Inlet. In the valley of the Atrato, 
300 miles long and 75 broad, and lying between the Antiochian 
mountains on the east and the Cordillera of the Andes on the west, 
rain falls almost daily ; which accounts for the immense supply of 
water in that region. On the Pacific side of the Cordillera there is 
scarcely any rain for eight months of the year. The greater portion 
of the rain falling in the Atrato valley is caught above the confluence 
of the Truando. Fifteen large tributaries and numerous smaller 
streams fall into the Atrato and contribute to the immense lagoons, 
which form natural reservoirs and a superabundant store of water 
throughout the year. There are various cogent reasons for selecting 
the confluence of the Truando as the best point from whence the pas- 
sage from the Atrato to the Pacific may be effected. In the first 
place there is no point of junction with the Atrato by western tribu- 
taries so near the level of high water on the Pacific as that of the 
Truando. It happens to be 9 ft. above the Pacific at high water, 
and it is therefore of sufficient elevation to prevent the Pacific at 
high water from flowing through the proposed cut into the Atrato ; 
while it is not so high as to cause the current from the Atrato to the 
Pacific at low water to pass through the cut too rapidly. In fact, 
the elevation of the Truando confluence just preserves a prepon- 
derating balance on the side of the Atrato. The Atrato, at the 
junction of the Salaqui, is only one foot above the level of the Pacific 
at high water ; but the dividing ridge is 1063 feet high and 30 miles 
wide, according to a survey of that route by Mr. Kennish and Mr. 
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Nelson. Should any of the rivers at the mouth of the Atrato be 
selected, without reference to the height and width of the dividing 
ridge, it may be observed that the maximum tidal wave in the 
Pacific being 25 feet and that on the Atlantic only 2 feet, the 
Pacific at high tide would flow into the Atlantic with a current equal 
to a head of 11 ^ feet ; and at low water in the Pacific the Atlantic 
would flow into it with a similar current. In the inlet of the Gulf 
of Micuel, recently called Darien Harbour, the action of the tide is 
so strong that H.B.M. steamship Virarjo, ‘commanded by Captain 
Prevost, dragged both anchors ahead, and was only brought up by 
paying out nearly all her cable. The heights of the tides and the 
levels of the two oceans have been well established by the recent ob- 
servations of Colonel Tolten in Navy Bay on the Atlantic and in a 
deep bend of the Bay of Panama on the Pacific. On the Atlantic 
a consecutive series of thirty-two observations were taken in the 
months of August and September during the season of calms. On 
the Pacific two sets of observations were made. The first, during 
May and June, when fifty-four consecutive tides were observed in a 
season of calms ; and the second in November and December, when 
fifty-two consecutive tides were observed in a season of light winds. 
The results do not exactly cciTespond, and are given in the following 
table : — 


1 

Pacific. 

Atlantic. 

I 

1 

Mny and 

. and 

Aug. and 


J uiie. 

l)ec. 

Sept. 

Greatest rise of tide . . . 

1772 

21-30 

1-60 

Least 

7}>4 

9-70 

0-63 

Average 

12-()8 

1410 

1-10 

Mean tide of Pacific above > 
mean tide of Atlantic . . jt 
High spring tide of Pacific'^ 
above high spring tide of > 

0-759 

0-148 


9-^ 

10-12 


Atlantic j 

Low spring tide of Pacific') 




below low spring tide of > 
Atlantic ) 

6-55 

9-10 


Mean high tide of Pacific') 




above mean high tide of> 
Atlantic ) 

6*25 

6-73 


Mean low tide of Pacific') 




below mean low tide of>- 
Atlantic ) 

4-73 

6-26 

1 

Average rise of spring tides , 

14-08 

17-30 


Average rise of neap tides , 

9-60 

12-40 

J 


These observations make the mCiin level of ^he Pacific from 0*14 
to 0*75 higher than the mean level of the Atlantic ; but this is pro- 
bably owing only to local circumstances, and it may be assumed that 
there is no difference in the mean levels of the two oceans. The 
eonclusions arrived at by the successive independent surveys carried 
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out at the expense of Mr. Kelley may be summed up as follows : — 
First, That the oceans can be united through the Atrato and 
Truando by a canal without a lock or any other impediment. Second, 
That while the distance between the oceans by this route is only 131 
miles, half that distance is provided by nature with a passage for the 
largest ships. Third, The remaining distance requires the removal 
of bars, excavations, and cuttings, presenting no unusual difficulties. 
Fourth, Harbours requiring but little improvement to render them 
excellent, exist at the termini. — Athenamm, No. 1504. 


CANAL AT THE ISTHMUS OF SUEZ. 

The French Company which some time ago projected joining the 
Red Sea and the Mediterranean by a canal, seems still to persist in 
taking measures to realize the scheme, in spite of the exposure of its 
absurdity in a late number of the Edinburgh Review. At the meet- 
ing of the Academy of Sciences in June last, several specimens 
of the rocks and soil obtained by numerous borings across the 
Isthmus were exhibited. They were sent by M. Renaud, a member 
of the Company’s Commission. A few of the residts of the survey 
are perhaps worth quoting. The greatest height of the land of the 
Isthmus above the MediteiTanean is only 16 metres, or 524 English 
feet, and this holds only for a few miles, all the rest being lower. 
From the head of the Gulf of Suez to the Mediterranean at Tineh 
(the ancient Pelusium), the direct distance is 113 kilometres, or 70 
miles, of which the hollow called the Bitter Lakes occupies 40 kilo- 
metres. The land northward from the Bitter Lakes to the small 
lake Timsah is 36 feet above the Mediterranean, and the netk of 
land from the head of the Red Sea to the Bitter Lakes has an eleva- 
tion of 29 feet — above the Red Sea is of course meant. The Red Sea 
and the Mediterranean, according to Mr. Robert Stephenson, are 
very nearly on the same level, though the French Survey of 1800 
made the difference of elevation between them about 30 feet. 


THE FOUNTAINS AND WATER-TOWERS AT THE CRTSTAL PALACE. 

These magni6cent works were opened on June 18, 1856, in the 
presence of the Queen and the Court. The works are well described 
in the Builder, No. 698, whence we abridge the following : 


In the ornamental basins on the terrace and below it, there are two distinct 
series of fountains, the upper series comprising the nine basins adjacent to the 
main building, and terminating with the large circular basin on the central w^ 
through the gardens ; the second series including the first series, and in addition 
to them the more extensive fountains in the temples, cascades, and two large 
basins in the lower grounds, which terminate the water supply. The upror 
series, or ordinary display, can be worked independently of the others; but when 
the lower fountains are shown, the whole display is brought into action, and to 
effect this, very elaborate arrangements have been found necessaiy. In order 
that these may be understood, let us first describe the arrangement ui connexion 
with the fountains of the tanks and upper reservoir, containing the supply of 
water for the jets, and of the lower reservoirs, where it is collected after bemg 

^hi^water for supplying the fountains is maintained at three diffwont elev^ 
tions ; — first, in the two high tower-tanks which supply the 260-feet jets in tuB 
centres of the lower great basins, and concerning which towers we will speak 
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more at length presently; secondly, in two lower tanks, which contain water for 
fountains, and tor ordinary use in the building, and are situated near its northern 
extremity. These tanks supply also the high central jets in the upper series, as 
well as four seconds^ jets, round each 260 feet jet in the lower grand basins. 
The supply at the third elevation is contained in the large upper reservoir at the 
northern end of the building. This reservoir contains about six and a half mil* 
lions of gallons, and from it the great body of the water displayed in the foun- 
tains is dravm. 

To raise water from the upper reservoir into the high and low tanks above 
described, two 30 horse-power pumping-engines are placed near it. 

For collecting the water after its display in the fountains there are two reser- 
voirs, namely, one for the upper and one for the second series of fountains. 
That for the upper series (usually called the intermediate reservoir^, is situated 
at some distance to the north of the central circular basin, and a little below it 
in elevation. This coUects the waste water from the orcUnary display of the 
upper fountains, which is first received into the circular basin, and flows thence 
into this reservoir. 

Four forty -horse-power engines are placed adjoining the intermediate reser- 
voir, which raise or return the waste water from it to the upper reservoir, so as 
to render it again available for display. 

The receiving reservoir for the second series of fountains (which is called the 
lower reservoir) , is situated below the south grand basin, and is of still larger 
capacity than the upper reservoir, as it would be required to receive all the 
water contained in the latter and in the high and low tanks, in the event of its 
being all displayed. The lower reservoir is constrneted in the form of an orna- 
mental lake, and the well-known representations of the various extinct animals, 
and strata iHustrative of the science of geology, are placed on its eastern banks. 
The lower reservoir collects the waste water from the entire system of fountains 
when in full operation, — the waste being first received into the grand basins, and 
flowing thence into this reservoir ; while to raise or return this waste water from 
the lower to the upper reservoir, so as to be again available for display, two 
forty-horse-power engines are provided. The water, it will be seen, is thus made 
to play its part again and again. 

An artesian well is sunk in the low'cr part of the grounds for a water supply, 
and a small engine is provided for raising the water from this to the lower reser- 
voir. The well consists of a brick shaft feet in diameter, and 247 feet in depth, 
whence a boring is sunk to the addition^ depth of 328 feet ; giving a total depth 
of 676 feet. The strata, we may mention, consist of clay and sand for 360 feet 
from the surface, and of chalk for the remainder. And now a few words as to 
the fountains themselves. 

The water displayed in the upper terrace fountains is conveyed through pipes 
to the hurge circidar basin, where it plays a second time in the low network jets 
round the margin, and in the other low jets through the basin. When the lower 
great fountains are displayed, all the waste water from the circular basin is simi- 
larly conveyed to them to play their jets of low elevation. Thus the w’aier from 
the terrace fountains is displayed thnoe, and that from the circular basin twice, 
throughout the entire operation. 

In uie water-temple, at the head of the cascade, the water issues from a i^g 
round a ball, upon which stands the figure of Mercury, and from the Cupids^ 
mouths thence flowing over the steps ot the dome, where it is collected in a cis- 
tern formed by the comice; the bottom of this is perforated, and lets the water 
fall below in the form of a curtain to the openings. 

The magnitude of this system of fountains may be conceived from the ciremn- 
stance that, when the great waters are in full operation, there are 11,788 jets 
playing, and that the quantity of water displayed simultaneously in them is 
about 1^,000 gallons per minute. 

The whole of these works we must here mention were designed by Sir Joseph 
Paxton; and six contractors were employed under him in their execution, viz. 
— Messrs. Coclurane and Co. ; Simpson uid Co. ; Easton ^d Ames ; Aird ; Cox 
and Wilson ; and Eoe. The engineering operations were executed under the 
superintendence of Mr. Sheilds, the company’s resident endneer, and all the 
architectural portions were designed and superintended 1^ Mr. Stokes. 

The Water Towers, which now form most prominent features in My view of 
the Crystal Palace, play an important part in the arrangement, serving various 
purposes. By their means, in the first place, a supply of water can be raised to 
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«uch an elevation as to play jets of the enormous height of 250 foot in the Inrgo 
ornamental basins in the lower part of the grounds already referred to. The 
8up{>ly water thus elevated is contained in a tank placed on the top of the towers, 
and is ali^ available for extinguishing fires in the main building itself. Pipes 
communicating with the water-tanks are carried through the building Avith a 
number of fire hydrants placed upon them, so that in the event of fire every part 
of the edifice may be reached by streams of water of immense force. 

The foundation of each tower is composed of a ring of Portland cement con- 
crete, the dimensions of which are, — outside diameter, 68 feet; width of the 
ri^, 11 feet; depth, 3 feet. 

On this foundation are erected 780 cubic yards of brickwork, also in Portland 
cement. This cylinder of brickwork is 18 feet in height, with an average thick- 
ness of 7 feet, carrying the entire structure of outer base plates, columns, face- 
panels, tanks, balcony floors, and roof. The diameter of each tower, from centre 
to centre of the columns, is 46 feet. 

In the interior of the ring of brickwork, there is another foundation of Port- 
land cement concrete, 28 feet in diameter and 5 feet thick, carrying the chimney- 
shaft and six water-columns. The water-column baao-i>lates are placed equi- 
distant on this foundation, and branch into a circular pipe, through which the 
water passes both into the tank and out of the lank to the fountain. Of these 
six columns (communicating with the bottom of the tank), five are for the supply 
of the fountain, and one for the escape of surplus w ater. 

The chimney is in the centre, and takes the smoke from the heating apparatus 
and boilers within the building. The height is 270 feet, the diameter 9 feet 
3 inches; thickness, up to the height of 60 feet, 14 inches, after which it is re- 
duced to 9 inches. On the top is an ornamental cap of cast-iron 14 feet in height 
by 16 feet in diameter. 

There are eleven stories in each tower, the height between the floors being 
20 feet. Winding round the chimney-shafb is a spiral staircase of iron and wood, 
containing 404 steps. As a means of additional stability, each tower contains 
ton diaphragms of wrought-iron, 6 feet wide, weighing about 0 tons. Tlieae dia- 
phragms are all fixed between the columns and connecting pieces, and are tied 
together by iron rods inch in diameter, and 32 feet in length. The total 
height of the towers from the first-floor to the top of the tank is 238 feet. There 
are ten tiers, each tier 20 feet high, making the height of the balcony -floor 
round the outside of the tank from the first-floor 200 feet. The tanks are 38 feet 
deep and 47 feet in diameter. Each tank, wlien full of water, contains 4 ( 18,000 
imperial gallons, or about 2000 tons. The chimney-shafts go through the centre 
of the tanks. The total weight on the foundation when the tank is full of water 


will be — 

Water 2000 tons. 

Wrouglit-iron 240 ,, 

Cast-iron 638 „ 

Glass, timber, lend, Ac 200 ,, 


3t)78 „ 

Say 3000 tons. 

The pressure on the square inch at the mouth of the jet is 262 lbs. Each 
tower furnish ea but one jet of water, which, on a calm day, will reach the alti- 
tude of from 220 to 240 feet. Mains connected with the wulor-towcrs are laid 
in the Palace itself, which, in case of fire, could throw a jet of water to the top 
of the centre transept. 

When finished, the towers will be decorated similar to the Palace. 

Mr. I. K. Brunei was the engineer : and Mr. J. P. Ashton, of the firm of 
Pox, Henderson, and Co., the contractors, superintended the erection of the 
towers. 


STEAM PILE- DRIVING MACHINERY, 

Mb. Robert Morrison, of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, has patented 
a machine or apparatus for Driving Files by the direct action of 
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Steam, by which two or more rows of piles may be driven simul- 
taneously without the necessity for any lateral or transverse move- 
ment being imparted to the pile- driving mechanism, and con- 
sequently the expense of driving temporary piles and erecting 
platforms for the machine to traverse laterally upon from one row ca 
piles to another is obviated. According to this invention one, two, 
or more steam cylinders and driving rams are employed, according 
to the number of rows of piles to be driven at one time, the distance 
between such cylinders and rams corresponding to the width between 
the centres of the rows of piles. The cylinders and valve gearing 
are carried in suitable supports on one end of a travelling carriage 
running on wheels, and a vertical tubular boiler and small steam 
engine for hoisting the piles and raising the cylinders when they 
have each driven a pile, are carried at the other end of the carriage. 
The boiler is fitted with a conical or tapered fire-box, the contracted 
end being uppermost. As fast as each pile in a row is driven the 
machine is traversed forward between the rows to the next piles, 
and so on until the whole of the piles in each row are driven. The 
driving rams are made solid, and the pistons are forged or cast in 
one piece therewith. A stuffing box is fitted on to each end of the 
cylinders, and the driving rams work through both the stuffing boxes, 
which thus serve as guides without the necessity for any other means 
of steadying them during working. The lower end of the ram, or 
that part which works through the lower stufldng-box is made cylin- 
drical, whilst the upper portion working through the top stuffing-box 
is made square, to prevent the ram from turning round. Or in 
place of making it square it may be first turned cylindrical, and then 
have one side planed off, or it may be simply fitted with a feather on 
one side ; any other form, however, would answer, other than cylin- 
drical. The valves of the steam cylinders are so arranged that the 
steam may either be admitted on the underside only of the pistons 
for raising the rams, and then allowing such rams to fall by their 
own gravity to drive the piles, or the steam may be admitted on 
each side of the pistons, so that the force of the blow may be in- 
creased in proportion to the pressure of the steam. In the former 
case the upper stuffing-box will not, of course, require packing, but 
will merely serve as a guide to the ram. The small steam engine 
which it is proposed to employ for raising the cylinders after they 
have done their work, and hoisting fresh piles to deposit under the 
rams, is an inverted trunk engine, the lower end of the trunk being 
flattened to such an extent as will balance the weight of the piston 
trunks and connecting rod. — Mechanics' Magazine, No. 1735. 

SAFETY- APPARATUS FOR BOILERS. 

An American invention for indicating and regulating the height 
of water in Steam-Boilers has been paten te4 in this country. It 
consists in adapting inside a boiler, or in suitable connexion there- 
with, a hollow vessel in communication at the bottom with the 
water, and at top with the steam in the boiler. The vessel is also 
placed in communication with external signals, or with signals and 
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apparatus whereby pumps may be set going and stopped. The 
vessel must be fixed in such manner that the level ol the water 
therein when full shall be in a line with or below that in the boiler, 
and when such is the case no action takes place ; but as soon as the 
water in the boiler sinks below the level of that in the vessel, steam 
is generated or flows therein, and affords a power for working an^ 
suitable external signals, and, if desired, for putting pumps in gear 
to supply the deficiency in the boiler, and for stopping them on the 
proper level being attained. It is important that the supplementary 
vessel or apparatus be so placed, with respect to the boiler, that 
steam may be generated or admitted, and condensed therein or ex- 
pelled therefrom, by the action of the steam and water in the boiler. 

APPARATUS FOR THE PREVENTION OF STEAM-BOILER EXPLOSIONS. 

Mr. W. Kemble Hall (United States, America) has read to the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, a paper, in which he observes : — 

All the contrivances hitherto adopted for the purpose of providing 
against explosions, were designed to supply water when that in the 
boiler had fallen .to too low a level, or to open the safety-valve by the 
pressure of steam, independent of other circumstances. As had been 
illustrated by the examples alluded to, either of these plans would in- 
duce, in many instances, the very accident designed to be avoided. For 
there seemed every reason to believe that the great majority of explo- 
sions were occasioned by the negligence of the attendant, in permitting 
the level of the water to fall below the flues, exposing the plates to 
a high temperature, and surcharging the steam with caloric far 
exceeding that due to its pressure. In injecting an additional 
supply of water into tlie boiler, when in this dangerous condition, 
it was thrown over the heated plates and into the super-heated 
steam, and suddenly converted into steam of too high a tension for 
the boiler; and so instantaneously, moreover, that it operated with 
all the momentum of a blow. And as the water necessary to pro- 
duce this disastrous result might be supplied to the surcharged 
steam, from that already in the boiler, by the agitation incident to 
the opening of the, so-called, safety-valve, the alarming fact was 
presented, that the very instrument provided for insuring against 
explosions might become the cause of producing one. 

These considerations naturally led to the conclusion, that safety 
was alone to be attained, by opening a water blow-off valve, when 
the surface of the water had fallen to a perilous extent, for the purpose 
of first discharging from the boiler the water, which was the more 
dangerous element, and then the steam ; operating, in fact, as a 
safety-valve, in a more useful but less objectionable position than 
the present steam- valve situated on the dome. Tlie arrangement 
consists of a valve communicating with the water, and kept in 
position by a rod which serves for its stem, and terminates in a 
button cemented with tin, or other readily fusible metal, into a 
copper cup, riveted to the crown of the iumace. There are no 
working joints, or stuffing-boxes, to become disordered, and the 
fusible metal is protected by the cup, composed of a material which 
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is a rapid conductor of heat. If the furnace should be unduly 
heated, the button will be released, and the valve permitted to open 
and discharge the water and steam from the boiler. The boiler may 
be injured, and the flues destroyed by the fire, but no explosion can 
occur. This system has been subjected to trial under heavy pres- 
sure, and has been found veiy successful. 

In the discussion which followed the reading of Mr. Hall’s paper, 
it was ai^ued that this system, if properly earned out, would be 
extremely useful, and almost prevent the possibility of danger from 
explosion, but tliat it would be of use only when an explosion was 
almost inevitable ; and that as prevention was better than cure, the 
utmost should be first done to prevent boilers reaching that state, 
still retaining Mr. Hall’s valuable apparatus, in case of all other 
means of prevention proving ineffectual. For the discussion, see the 
Proceedings of the Institution, on March 4 and 11. In conclusion, 
it was agreed : “With all boilers, Mr. Hall’s apparatus would be a 
valuable adjunct, and in no case would it be prejudicial ; but it 
would be more useful if, as an invariable adjunct, it could take with 
it a careful, intelligent fire-man, without which no boiler could be 
considered safe .” — Proceedings of the Institution of Civil Engineers. 

Mr. William Routledge, Newbridge Brass Foundry, has pa- 
tented an apparatus consisting of an elbow pipe connecting the fur- 
nace with the side flue, and fixed just below the water level in the 
boiler, but may be fixed at any elevation or in any position requi- 
site, and can be applied to any kind of boiler, as an opening into a 
side or centre flue is all that is required. The pipe is perforated 
with a number of holes, about half an inch diameter, so placed as 
to be subject to the immediate action of the furnace fire. In these 
holes are metal plugs, more or less fusible, according to the working 
pressure of the boiler. The moment the water in the boiler, from 
neglect or otherwise, is below the level, and leaves this pipe bare, 
the heat from the furnace acts upon the plugs, which melt, and the 
steam, escaping through the holes, immediately relieves the pressure 
in the boiler, and in a short time extinguishes the furnace fire, thus 
preventing at once the possibility of the bursting of the boiler from 
want of water, or injury to the boiler from the action of the fire 
upon the plates bare of water, which latter cause so frequently 
results in ultimate accidents and loss of life ; for, though no imme- 
diate explosion takes place, the plates are so weakened and injured 
as to cause some future accident, for which no reason can, at the 
time, be assigned. The present patent entirely obviates this danger, 
as any neglect on the part of those in charge of the boiler must be 
attended with immediate discovery. 


topham’s apparatus for preventing steam-boiler 

INCRUSTATIONS. 

Mb. E. Topham, of Nottingham, has patented an apparatus for 
clearing out the Sediment from the water in Steam-boilers, and pre- 
venting incrustations from forming in them. This invention con- 
sists in adapting to the interior of the boilers, and at or near the 
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bottom and angles thereof, certain apparatus designed for the pur- 
pose of agitating and drawing off the water in the boiler occasion- 
ally, so as to prevent incrustation occasioned by the adhesion of the 
sediment contained in the water to the boiler. The apparatus con- 
sists of a shallow scraper, fitting loosely within the boiler, and 
having one, two, or more rods attached thereto for actuating the 
same from the outside of the boiler, these rods passing through 
glands or stuffing-boxes of the ordinary kind, by which they are 
kei^t water-tight whilst in action. At the back end of the bottom 
of tho boiler there is an opening, beneath which is affixed a pipe 
for carrying off the sediment which has been precipitated from the 
water in the boiler during the day, the discharge of the sediment 
being effected by the attendant moving the before- mentioned scraper 
to and fro, by means of a suitable handle or wheels affixed to the 
outer ends of the rods to which the scraper is attached ; or, if neces- 
sary, the scrapers may be actuated at stated intervals of time by a 
steam-engine. 


THE DUPLICATE RETORT STEAM- ROILER. 

llECENT explosions have led Messrs. Dunn and Co. to bring into 
notice their Patent Duplicate Ketort Steam-boiler. The main ad- 
vantages that have been sought by the patentees are to render an 
explosion more difficult, or if it does take place, to diminish the 
mischievous effects, by giving it only a partial character. Tliese 
results are proposed to be obtained by the substitution for the pre- 
sent steam-boiler, of a number of cylinders or retorts about 10 feet 
long, and 19 inches diameter, composed of J-inch best wrought- 
iron Stafford.shire j)late8, with strung cast-iron ends, forming the 
pipe junctions. These cylinders or retorts are placed in parallel 
lines, and the water supply-pipe is connected with one end of each 
by a short pi])e or neck, through which the water is pumped into 
all the cyliiulers, which are generally kept about half full. Tlie 
water is converted into steam in the cylinders, and the steam passes 
from the cylinders (on the opposite side from whence the water sup- 
ply is obtained) through a tube into the steam-chest, and from 
thence the steam becomes a motive i)Ow^er, and its action is intel- 
ligently directed. The fire plays underneath and over the cylinders 
in a sinuous manner. One gi’eat economical advantage is claimed ; 
that in the event of explosion only one cylinder may be affected, 
and not, as in ordinary cases, the entire boiler . — Mechanics Marfa- 
zinc, No. 710. 

messenger’s PATENT TRIANGULAR TUBULAR BOILER. 

Tins invention consists in surrounding the fire with tubes, which 
form water-spaces, extending from front to back, and secured at 
each end to sockets cast on inner plates, with sides, and ends, and 
flanges, to which are secured front and back plates. A water space 
is thus formed between inner and outer plates, which communicate 
with the tubes. Water admitted at the lower tubes becomes heated, 
circulates through all the tubes and water spaces, and rises to an 
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outlet at the upper part of the boiler, from whence it is conveyed 
to whatever place is required to be heated. The patentee describes 
its advantages thus : — 1st, The amount of surface which is by this 
arrangement exposed to the fire, reduces the quantity of fuel required 
very considerably ; 2nd. Tubes being used for fire-bars, all burning 
of the iron is prevented ; 3rd. Should any tube become injured, it 
can be replaced without in the least disturbing the rest part of the 
boiler. To convert it into a steam-boiler, the patentee proposes to 
add a steam- chest, communicating with the water spaces. — Builder, 
No. 723. 


WETHEBHED’S method of BUPEBHEATTNa STEAM. 

This method, invented and introduced by Mr. Wetherhed, (late 
member of the United States’ Congress,) of Superheating Steam, 
has been submitted to various trials in the Royal Dockyard at 
Woolwich, and has at length assumed a practical form. During the 
series of experiments to which the system has been subjected, various 
improvements were suggested from time to time, and it was, there- 
fore, considered advisable to prolong the trials, and if possible to 
render the system complete. The method was first tried in the 
Bloch Eagle, Admiralty yacht, and was attended with a considerable 
saving of fuel ; and before the late voyage of the Dee to the western 
coast of England, the machinery was fitted up with the appurte- 
nances necessary for a further test of the system. The apparatus 
was at work on alternate days during the voyage, wliicli was spe- 
cially extended for the purjiose, and the results obtained exceeded 
what was anticipated. The economy realized in fuel amounted to 
no less than thirty per cent, as compared with the ordinary system 
of using steam. The apparatus consists of iron pipes carried from 
the steam- pipe along the front of the tube- plate, and extending 
into the uptake or cliininey, in which they are coiled to increase the 
surface. These pipes rejoin the steam-pipe at or near the cylinders. 
Part of the steam passes through these pipes, and becomes consider- 
ably heated — superheated, as engineers say — and, combining with 
the ordinary steam before entering the cylinders, brings the mixed 
steam to about 340° Fah. It is in this method of passing part of 
the steam used through coiled pipes in the uptake, and combining 
it with the common steam, before entering the cylinder, that Mr. 
Wetherhed’s invention consists. The system of simply superheating 
without mixing the steam has been known for some time past, and 
has been attempted on many occasions, but without much success. In 
the first course of the experiments at Woolwich a difficulty existed, 
namely, the burning and consumption of the wadding. This diffi- 
culty, has, however, been got over. 

NAPIER AND miller’s IMPROVEMENTS IN DRIVING SCREW- 
PROPELLERS. ' 

Messrs. G. Napier and J. Miller, engineers, of Glasgow, have 
patented a method of Fitting Screw Propellers, so that they may be 
lowered below or raised above the level of the keel while in action. 
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They place the propeller on a short shaft mounted in a slidinj^ frame, 
by preference in the dead wood, in which it has bearings down to 
the keel ; a portion of the dead wood and rudder, or stern x)ost, 
supports the sliding frame in the rear, while it is similarly sup- 
ported by the dead wood and stem post in front. This propeller 
frame slides in a vertical direction, and comes up througli the deck. 
A vertical driving shaft is fitted to this sliding frame, and moves up 
and down therewith, the propeller shaft being actuated by bevel 
goal*. The vertical shaft in the sliding frame receives motion 
through bevel wheels, one of which is fitted to the shaft, which 
slides through it freely to permit of the rising or lowering motion of 
the propeller frame, while at the same time transmitting the rotary 
motion ; the other wheel is fitted to the shaft communicating with 
the engine or other driving power. The sliding propeller frame may 
be fitted with rack and pinion gear for elevation and depression ; 
and to render that more easy to be accomplished, the whole weight 
may be suitably counterbalanced. 


HIGH- PRESSURE STEAM FOR MARINE PURPOSES. 

An interesting trial lately took place at the railway foundry, 
Leeds, in the presence of the Government inspector, and other 
scientific persons, of a novel application of Locomotive High-pressure 
machinery to Marine purposes. The machineiy, which had been 
aiTanged and completed from designs of the engineer of the works, 
was intended, we understand, for a screw steamer recently launched 
at Hull. Nothing could apparently be more admirable than the 
smoothness and facility with which the machinery worked, a speed 
of 120 revolutions of the screw shaft per minute being obtained from 
the direct action of the engines, without the intervention of multi- 
plying gear. This quickness of piston mouon, which is not attain- 
able at low pressure, is one of the main advantages of the appli- 
cation. Another is the great saving of space and weight, amounting 
to more than one-half. But what seemed to excite admiration most 
was the ease and quickness with which the motion was reversed, 
which was repeatedly effected under unfavourable circumstances, 
and against the full steam pressure of 140 lbs. on the inch, seven 
and eight times within thirty seconds . — Leeds Mercury. 


NEW FLOATING STEAM FIRE-ENGINE. 

In Mr. Braidwood’s Report to the Committee of Managers of the 
London Fire Establishment, he states that the speed of this New 
Floating Engine, with the jet propeller, was, at the second trial in 
Long Roach, above eight miles per hour ; and he has no doubt that 
when the machinery gets more into use (and it is better known how 
to work the new principle of propulsion), that her speed will be con- 
siderably increased. “The fire-engines work beautifully; their 
estimated power was 1428 gallons of water per minute. At a late 
trial, they threw 1938 gallons per minute, through four IJ-inch jets, 
to a height of 116 feet, with a fresh breeze blowing at the time ; and 
there was power to spare, which would have been put on, but for 
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fear of bursting the hose. The steam-engines, also, work well. 
The nominal power is 80-horse, but they have been worked up to 
180-horse, per indicator, with only 90 lbs. pressure of steam. Ibiey 
can be, however, worked safely to 120 lbs., the boilers having been 
proved to upwards of 200 lbs. pressure.” 


PLOUGHING BY STEAM. 

The most interesting feature of the machinery exhibited at the 
meeting of the Royal Agricultural Society at Chelmsford, in J uly, 
was the apparatus for Ploughing Land hf Steam. The first of the 
steam ploughing machines exhibited at Chelmsford, which we shall 
notice, is Mr. Boydell’s. This is an improvement upon his previous 
year’s engine, and consists of a common portable eight-horse boiler, 
with two 6^ inch cylinders, a fly-wheel on one side to drive any 
machinery by band in place of a stationary engine, and pinions on 
the other side gearing with a spur-wheel attached to one of the large 
wheels of the carriage upon which the engine is mounted. These 
wheels are fitted with the endless railway, described in the Tear 
Booh of Facts, 1856, p. 54 ; and w ith which the whole machine is en- 
abled to cross the roughest land, to stalk up steep inclines, to move 
immense weights, and to overcome great resistances, in the most 
remarkable manner. It is steered by means of a tiller and steering- 
wheel, like those of a ship, and weighs in all (including water) nine 
tons. It will be observed that with this machine the whole of the 
work is done by itself. There is no need of horse power to drag it 
from place to place, as with some other arrangements, and for this 
reason it approximates to what we should be disposed to look for in 
a good agricultural apparatus. It may bo remarked, that in plough- 
ing bill sides the machine will go up light, and work downwards, by 
which means very considerable inclines will be operated upon with 
facility. The inventor considers his engine sufficiently powerful 
to draw, say ten ploughs in light land, at six inches depth, with a 
speed of two miles per hour. It has dragged some implements of 
very heavy draught during the trials, and was not unable to pull 
forward Coleman’s ploughing machine. In an attempt with the 
dynameter attached to Biddell’s cultivator, the instrument broke at 
forty cwt., the draught of the cultivator as used being much greater 
still.” 

The next Steam Ploughing Machine is Fowler’s. Mr. Fowler is 
already knowm to agriculturists by his steam draining-plough, which 
was to be seen at work during the Chelmsford meeting on the Crown 
lands, Hainault Forest, where also an improved double-screw brick 
machine of his was at the same time at work. For his steam 
ploughing apparatus he received a gold medal at the late Agricul- 
tural Exhibition at Paris. In this apparatus two capstans or barrels 
on upright or other axes are oombined on the same base plate or 
frame, and they receive motion from a steamvengine in such manner 
that, when one of the barrels is being driven to wind on the wire 
rope, the other barrel is allowed to run free and to unwind the wire 
rope. The wire rope is either attached at either end to upright or 
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other barrels or capstans ; and is passed through two guide pulleys 
anchored or fixed to the laud, opposite to, yet distant from each other, 
and also distant from the two barrels. A plough or ploughs are 
attached to the wire rope, at that part which is between the two 
guide-pulleys, so that when the wire rope is being wound on to one 
of the barrels and off the other, the plough or ploughs or other im- 
plements will be moved in a direction from one guide pulley towards 
the other, to the distance desired, and then, when the action of the 
barrel is reversed, the plough or ploughs will be moved in the oppo- 
site direction, and by varying the position of the two guide pulleys 
from time to time the whole surface of a field may be ploughed or 
otherwise. The anchors consist of low trucks or wagons laden with 
eaHh, and furnished with sharp disks for wheels ; these disks cut 
down into the land in a direction at right angles, or nearly so, to 
that in which the ploughs move, so that while they can be readily 
traversed, as may be necessary, along the headlands, they at the 
same time present great lateral resistance to the tension of the rope. 
Eight ploughs are connected to the apparatus for common ploughing 
— ^four for one trip, and the other four for the return. For plough- 
ing trenches from ten to fourteen inches in depth, an implement two 
furrows’ width and two deep is used. 

In noticing Fowler’s apparatus, and its operations, the TiTnet 
says, ** The ploughing is one-way work, but lands or stetches can be 
readily ploughed by simply tuniing the implement end for end for 
each half- land, and by shifting the anchorages accordingly. The 
work of common ploughing was exceedingly well done, and the 
trenching implement was drawn with great steadiness in ground 
through which ten horses were required to pull it. The amount of 
ploughing on land where three horses are commonly yoked in a 
plough capable of being done by a ten-horse engine is about eight 
acres per day of ten hours ; and the expense of working, including 
four men and a boy, fetching water and coal, shifting the engine and 
tackle to the field, wear and tear, and interest of first cost (which is 
495^., including the engine) is apparently not more than 5s. or 5s. fid. 
per acre. Trenching costs about double this sum. Should further 
experiments and calculations prove this estimate to be correct, there 
can no longer be a doubt that 'an economical substitute’ has at last 
been perfected for the long venerated horse-plough.” 

The other Steam Ploughing Machine was that of Mr. Smith, of 
Little Woolstone, Fenny Stratford, Bucks, whose combined sub-soil 
anti trenching plough was described and illustrated at page 481 of the 
Mechanics' Magazine, No. 1685. He works his ploughs with a com- 
mon 7 -horse portable engine and a stationary windlass. Two f-irich 
wire ropes lead from two drums on the windlass round four 
pulleys, anchored by means of large toothed anchors, two of which 
are fixed and two shifted as the ploughing proceeds. * — Mechanics* 
Magazine, No. 1719. 
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SMOKE- CONSUMING APPARATUS. 

Mr. Gupproy has patented this invention, consisting in tlie 
construction of an apparatus, in which, after the fuel has been once 
lighted, the fresh fuel is placed on the incandescent mass, and the 
gaseous products from such fresh supply are made to pass through 
the burning mass ; the combustion is supported and assisted by jets 
of air introduced through apertures or nozzles. Grate or fire bars 
are dispensed with, and an aperture is provided in the tail” or 
bottom of the apparatus from whence cinders, clinkers, &c., may be 
removed. A partition plate is added in the upper part of the appa- 
ratus to prevent the smoke and gases emitted from the fresh fuel 
passing off into the heat flue without first traversing the incandescent 
mass. This partition may, in certain cases, be provided with aper- 
tures for the admission of air to support combustion. 


SMOKE-BURNING. 

A VERY simple and effectual plan for consuming Smoke is now in 
operation at the works of Mr. William Tristram, manufacturer, and 
Mr. John Stones, cotton- spinner, at Astley-bridge, near Bolton. 
The mode adopted is the admission of atmospheric air through the 
furnace door, and cutting it off as soon as the smoke is consumed, 
which is effected by an apparatus which acts independently of the 
fireman. The air is equally dispersed over the surface of the fii'e by 
being passed through a perforated chamber, or box, attached to the 
door on the inside. The experiments were tried in consequence of 
what was stated by Mr. C. Wye Williams, in an essay on Smoke- 
burning, which appeared in The Enfj-ineer newspaper, and the result 
has been the consumption of the smoke together with a saving of 
fuel. The cause of the failure in the first instance appears to have 
been the want of a proper proportion between the amount of air 
admitted and the size of the fire. The manager of the adjoining 
mill, Mr. Robert Riley, watched the experiments carefully, and on 
witnessing the successful result* obtained the permission of Mr. 
Stones to alter their furnaces on the same plan ; and he improved 
it by making the door to close the apertures in proper time, inde- 
pendent of the firemen. — Engineer, 

ERICSSON’S CALORIC ENGINE. 

An eminent engine manufacturer of New York has communicated 
to the Mechanics' Magazine the following paper : — 

This last modification of the Caloric Engine presents very remarkable 
features. In common with the engines of the Caloric Ship,* which excited such 
lively interest in the commercial world, this engine retains the heat of the air 

wire rope that hauls the plough up and down the field, and this is supported 
uponfnetion rollers, mounted on light frames so as to lighten friction and reduce 
the draught. For turn- wrest, or one-way work, it ismow proved that the steam- 
plough can operate more cheaply than horse-ploughs ; while there are other 
practical advantages which completely establish its superiority. 

* An interesting account of the Caloric Ship,” fitted with the above Engine, 
appeared in the xear-Eook qf Facts, 1863, p. 6, 
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passing off from the working cylinder to the cold air entering the heatern This 
transfer of the caloric from the air that has performed its duty, to the air which 
enters the machine. Captain Ericsson accomplishes, in this instance, hy the 
same means adopted in nis original engines, in 1833, the escaping hot current 
sweeping the exterior of a series of tubes, whilst the cold current traverses their 
inside on its way to the heaters. By this method the engine is rendered chiefly 
dependent on the heat w'hieh in the steam*engine is wasted. 

The apparatus which effects this great object has been termed l>y the in- 
ventor a regenerator, and the entire machine a caloric engine — very ai)propria1e 
terms certainly, for although the steam enmiie is also a caloric engine, tlie ap- 
plication of the heat in it is not direct. The new motor, on the contrary, ap- 
jjlies the heat directly to the acting medium, besides returning it, and is thcre- 
lore emphaticttlljr a calorie engine. 

The utility ot the regenerator has been questioned l)y many, but approved 
by high authorities, such as Reguault. Others, again, have contended that the 
inventor claims for it properties akin to the chimera of perpetual motion — a 
most inconsistent assertion, as the fall of temperature by expansion proved to 
be very considerable ill the trial engine of 1833, the question of returning the 
heat ]>v the regenerator being then fully discussed by l^^re, Faraday, and Lard- 
ner, wbo all examined the enmno and admitted what the inventor* claimed for 
the regenerator. Professor Faraday, at that tin»e, lectured before the Ho^-al 
Institution on a model regenerator, 'furnished by Captain Ericsson. Faraday is 
not a man to propagate ideas invohing perpetual motion. 

The modified caloric engine recently patented by Captain Ericsson, exhibits 
the following mode of operation. 

Charge the vessel connecting the cylinder with the heater, with air of 15lb8. 
pressure to the square inch, and load the regulator according to tliat pressure ; 
set the valve, and then move both pistons, the result of which will be the expul- 
sion of the air, and the charging the space between the two pistons with fresh 
air entering through the valve. The valve being thus set, the heated eompre.ssed 
air will force the piston until an equilibrium of pressure is established. The 
movement being then continued by auxiliary means, the cold compressed air 
will pas.s from the cylinder through the -valve into the vessel, whilst the space 
vacated will be filled with hot air of equal tension. The volvo being then closed, 
and the working piston libera toil, botli pistons will move together b}’ the expan- 
sive force of the conlined hot air towards the open end of the cylincler. It will 
be readily conceded that no otlier force can be expended in this operation than 
that incidental to friction, since eaeli piston either moves in eciuilibrium or 
exert » uxej'al force. The remarkable object then obtained by Captain Ericsson’s 
new invention is the compression of the cold air, and the charging the heated 
against a pressure of ISlbs., without expending any force apart from over- 
coming friction. The inventor, however, accomplishes still more; he sustains 
a working pressure of SOlbs. in the engines he has built, by making the supply 
piston perform the full inward stroke during the period occupied by the working 
piston in making half stroke, thereby causing u greater amount of air to be 
draw’ll ill between the two pistons, and at the same time a eompression is in the 
cylinder of T^lbs. This eoiupressiori, of course equal to an absolute teiiNion of 
22^1b8., will, under au elevation of temperature of 500”, luaintain in the heater 
a working pressure of 30lbs. above the atmospheric pressure. The Ibri'c ex- 
erted by the working pistons under this arrangement, it wnll be seen, continues 
during the entire stroke, commencing with SOlbs., and ending with an ellective 
pressure fully as great as in expansive steam engines. The resistance cncoun- 
tcred oil the return of the working piston is comined to half of its stroke, the 
counterforce being at the end only half atmospheric pressure, and the mean 
resistance for the entire return stroke less than 21bs. to the square inch. The 
force exerted by the supply piston during its return movement, acts during a 
space nearly equal to halif the stroke of the working piston, commencing at 
221bs., and diminishing according to the law of expansion. 

The advantage resulting from the mere proportion thus exhibited of force im- 
parted to the machine, and force expended in compressing the cold air, is by no 
means apparent to those who merely theorize in the matter . Indeed, Captain 
Ericsson’s disappointed expectation, in relation to the Caloric Ship, is solely to 
be attributed to his disregarding the size of the supply cylinders, on the strength 
of his theoretical deduction that, however great the force expended in compress- 

C2 
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ing the air, it would be returned by the working cylinders independently of 
heat. The differential force of the gigantic pistons, considered by itself, cer- 
tainly appeared most satisfactory, but proved too precarious in practice. The 
resisting force within the machine w’as too great in proportion to its entire mo- 
tive energy — there was not margin enough to meet the unavoidable losses in 
practice. Already six engines have been built under the recent patent, with 
cylinders varying from 16 to 40 inches diameter, all of which are now under 
trial. One ot* these, an engine with cylinders of 30 inches diameter, finely exe- 
cuted, and working with peculiar regularity and smoothness, is intended for 
Europe. 

Altogether, Captain Ericsson has built twenty-seven engines, in New Town, 
actuated by heated air, ftccniv-Jite of which the writer has seen in operation. 
The vast labour expendid in planning, independently of execution, can only be 
appreciated by those who are acquainted with the wide range of Captain Erics- 
son’s experiments, and the diversity of form and combination of these engines, 
destined shortly to supersede steam as a mechanical motor. 


MINING INDUSTRIES OP THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

Mr. Egbert Hunt, F.E.S., has commuuicated to the Statistical 
Society, a paper “ On the Present State of the Mining Industries of 
the United Kingdom.” No new discoveries of tin in this country 
have been made for a considerable period of time, and the mines are 
being worked at a continually increasing cost ; while, at the same 
time, the demand for tin for white-metal manufactures is on the 
increase. Fortunately this metal is known to exist in Australia and 
Tasmania. It was formerly found that the separation of silver from 
lead ore was not profitable if the lead contained less than 6 oz. to the 
ton, and in Wales, ore containing under 12 oz. to the ton was left 
unanalysed j but, by a process discovered by Mr. Hugh Lee Pattin- 
flon, silver may be profitably separated from the lead when 3oz. of 
it only are found in a ton of ore. By this means an annual saving 
of not less than 60, 000^. is effected. The gold-seeking operations in 
the county of Wicklow in 1796 cost more than the gold produced 
was worth; and in the lead hills in the county of Lanark, 20,000/. 
were expended to obtain less than 5000/. of gold. There is every 
reason to believe that a new era for our zinc mines is approaching, 
as the supply from Belgium is not likely to bear the drain upon it, 
whilst new and economical processes for smelting zinc are being in- 
troduced. Scarcely a ton a year of antimony is raised in England, 
and of nickel and cobalt also the amount raised is very small, our 
supplies of these minerals being derived from Norway and Germany. 
It is also found cheaper to import Sicilian sulphur than to procure 
it at home ; but a small quantity is still brought from Ireland. The 
estimated value of the metals and coal, at the pit’s mouth, and of 
pig-iion at the furnace, independent of any additions, which must 
be made before these substances can reach the public, is, for the 
year 1855, as follows : — Tin, 559,808/. ; copper, 1,263,739/. ; lead, 
1,400,000/. ; sUver, 147,500/. ; iron, 9,500,000/. ; coal, 15,000,000/. ; 
zinc, 16,500/. ; nickel, arsenic, sulphur, &c.^ 750,000/., — making a 
total of 28,637,647/. ; and the number of persons employed in the 
mines is 303,977 — viz., coal, 219,955 ; iron, 26,106; copper, 
21,169; tin, 14,761; lead, 21,749 ; zinc, &c., 174. The author 
also mentioned, that of 5,000,000/. which had been subscribed 
ostensibly for the purpose of working the mines of the United 
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Kingdom, considerably less than a million had been spent for the 
purposes of exploration, the remaining four millions having been 
spent in the mysterious operations of the share market. It was to 
be hoped that a careful study of mineralogy and geology v.'ould 
render mining undertakings of a more safe and satisfactory character 
than they have hitherto been . — Literary Gazette^ No. 1856. 

SANDERSON’S IMPROVEMENTS IN THE MANUFACTURE OP IRON. 

Mr. Charles Sanderson, of Sheffield, has patented this invention, 
which consists in the decarbonization of raw or crude pig-iron 
melted on the bed of a reverberatory furnace, or obtained in a molten 
or fluid state direct from the blast furnace, by adding to such melted 
metal any chemical re- agent ; this, by its decomposition, will 
evolve elements capable of combining with the carbon, and re-acting 
upon silicon, aluminium, sulphur, phosphorus, arsenic, or other 
deleterious substance or impurity contained in the iron, and will, by 
the generation of carbonic oxide or cai*bonic acid gases (which will 
not combine wdth the iron, and will necessarily fly off or enter into 
combination with the scoria and earthy matters), cause them to 
separate from the iron ; the impurities contained in the metal being 
thus got rid of, either by volatilization, or by reason of the dif 
ference in the specific gravity of the various substances. Also, in 
the use of sulphate of iron, or its chemical equivalent, for the re- 
quired purpose, by adding it to cast-iron when it is being melted, 
for the purpose of producing castings of beams, shafts, and other 
articles requiring a particularly good iron, and thereby purifying 
«uch metal by discharging the earthy and other deleterious matter 
contained therein, and adding greatly to the strength of such 
-castings. — Mechanics' MagazinCf No. 1719. 


EXPERIMENTS WITH CAST-IRON. 

The interesting fact is developed by experiments of the United 
States Ordnance Department, that iron, by repeated fusion, up to a 
certain number of times, is thereby greatly improved in strength. 
Guns cast solidly, and those cast hollow, through which latter 
water was made to circulate after casting, showed an astonishing 
difference in their relative strength, the difference being in favour of 
the hollow- cast gun, which is attributed to the method of cooling, 
the solid gun, contracting from the outside, exerting a strain upon 
the arrangement of the particles of the metal in the same direction 
as the strain of the discharges. The experiments also showed that 
old castings are a great deal stronger than new : 8-inch guns, proved 
30 days after being cast solid, stood but 72 charges ; 34 days, 84 
charges ; 100 days, 731 charges ; and 6 years, 2582 charges. This 
phenomenon is accounted for by supposing that the particles strained 
in the cooling re-adjust themselves in the course of time to their 
new position, and become free, or nearly so. — New York Paper. 


THE GRANULATION OP IRON IN WATER. 

Captain Uchatius has invented a process by which molten iron 
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is granulated and prepared for the manufacture of cast steel. It is 
stated that the cast steel thus produced has now been used for a 
year and a half in the Vienna Arsenal, for every description of tools 
required, where, previously, only the finest quality of English tool 
steel (Huntsman’s) was used. Also that, early in the past year, 
a commission of scientific officers was instituted in Paris, by com- 
mand of the Emperor Napoleon, to inquire into the merits of the 
Uchatius’ process of making cast steel, and a very favourable report 
of tlie results of the inquiries was issued by the Commission, and 
published in all the French and most German scientific jounials in 
May last. Shortly following these experiments a French company 
was formed for the purpose of manufacturing steel after M. Uchatius’ 
plan, and the French patent was purchased for a very large sum. 

In alluding to this process, Mr. David Mushet, in the Mining 
Journal, says: '‘It is a singular instance of the frequency with 
which matters as old as the hills are re-patented, that the process 
of granulation in water, for which M. Uchatius, in your Lost Journal, 
claims priority over Mr. Bessemer,^ was one of the varieties of 
treatment used at Cyfarthfa (many years since) for this cupola finers’ 
metal. But it was no part of the patent, such granulation being 
notoriously old. This process of refining was also introduced at 
Mr. Attwood’s works at Congreaves, and very profitably carried on 
for some time. I presume there was some extra trouble incuiretl, 
which led to its discontinuance.” 

Mr. Mushet, and probably many others, will consider it a curious 
fact that Mr. AVilliam Clay, of Liverpool, filed, in September last, a 
specification of a patent, from which the following is an extract : — 
In this invention ' ‘ the granulation of the iron is effected by causing 
the metal, when in a molten state, to run into water, after which the 
iron may be collected in a granular form, and be subsequently 
worked up by the ordinary processes into bars or other forms of 
wrought iron. 

" In8te:id of simply granulating the iron, and obtaining cast iron 
or refined metjil in the granular form, as above mentioned, the metal 
may also at the same time be decarbonized, or be deprived of a 
portion of its carbon, by causing the cast iron, when in a melted 
state, to fall from a height through the air before reaching the 
water.” — Mechanics^ Magazine, No. 1730. 

HEW OENAMENTAL CASTINGS. 

Works for the prosecution of an entirely new branch of industry 
have been opened by Mr. Clrance, about five miles from Birming- 
ham — the manufacture of architectural decorations and adjuncts in 
basalt. The rag-stone of the neighbourhood is melted and cast in 
hot moulds, and cornices, doorheads, and other architectural enrich- 
ments are produced, of very lasting quality. When cast in cold 
moulds, a glassy lava, known as obsidian, is produced — an interest- 
ing fact in a geological point of view. — Builder. 


* Mr. Bossemcr’s invention is described in the present volume. 
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In support of the probability of an extension of this new branch 
of industry, we may mention that operations are now going on at 
Ordnance ‘Wharf, Botberhithe (the works of the Colonial Gold Com- 
pany), where furnaces have been erected for the reduction of gold 
quartz by direct fusion, under the patent of Mr. Charles Low, late 
of Swansea. The quartz thus treated is first crushed moderately 
small, then calcined or roasted, and afterwards fused with a mixture 
of fluorspar, lime, and oxide of iron, which liquefying agents com- 
bine with the silica, and render the matrix perfectly fluid. The 
primary object is to liberate the gold found by analysis to exist in 
the quartz, the particles depositing in a bed, or bath, of molten lead 
at the bottom of the furnace ; but the fluid mass runs off as metal, 
may be cast into moulds, and will form ornamental bricks of lasting 
quality and great beauty ; which practical use of the refuse will 
materially lessen the cost of the manipulation. The metallic alloy 
at the bottom of the furnace is to be subjected to direct cupellation 
for the gold produce. — Mechanics' Magazine, 


AMERICAN MANUFACTURE OP FIRE-ARMS. 

The machinery now employed by the United States Government 
for the manufacture of Fire Arms is of the most perfect descrip- 
tion, and it executes its work with wonderful celerity and precision. 
One complete musket can be turned out every eighty minutes of the 
working day, from the raw material. To produce the musket entire, 
two hundred and ninety- four machines and nearly five hundred dis- 
tinct mechanical processes are involved. The barrel is made from 
iron costing two hundred dollars per ton, mostly procured from 
Norway, though a very excellent quality is received from Salisbury, 
Ct. The iron is cut up from bars into pieces of ten pounds weight 
and fourteen inches in length. After being drawn out to forty 
inches under a high heat, the bar is curved and welded on steel rods. 
The barrel is then bored out, and reduced in weight from ten pounds 
to four and a half, after which it is polished with emery on revolving 
wheels, and the quality of the workmanship is not exceeded by any 
in the world. 


WHITWORTH’S RIFLE CANNON. 

A NUMBER of experiments have lately been made in Manchester 
with Mr. Wliitworth’s Bifle Cannon, which was described in the Tcar- 
Book of Facts, 1856, page 38 ; the gun employed was what would other- 
wisehavebeen an ordinary 24-pound howitzer. It was cast at Woolwich, 
solid, and sent to Mr. Whitworth, who bored and rifled it with the ma- 
chinery specially prepared for the purpose. It weighs 13 cwt. The 
bore is polygonal and spiral ; but instead of being of a calibre sufficient 
to take in a 24-pound spherical ball, it is only of the capacity of about 
a 9-pound ball. The bore measures from side to side 4 inches, and 
is 644 inches in depth. It is entirely finished by machinery, and 
the balls are accurately fitted, the spiral in both cases being beauti- 
fully formed. Although, as we have said, the gun is only the size 
of a 24-pounder howitzer, the balls Mr. ‘V^Tiitworth uses are 24Ib8. , 
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32lb8.; and 481bs., these weights, in a bore of the small calibre 
mentioned, being obtained by an increase in the length of the balls. 
It will thus be seen that a gun, which, under the present system of 
construction, is only capable of supporting the strain of a 241b. ball, 
will, by Mr. Whitworth’s plan, throw a 481b. shot— a sufficient 
thickness of metal being left on account of the reduced calibre. The 
experiments were with 321b. and 481b. balls, the lengths of which 
were respectively Ilf and 16| inches. The balls are pointed, the 
end which goes first being shaped and rounded like the small end of 
an egg. The base is flat, and slightly concave in the centre. The 
cannon was mounted on an ordinary artillery carriage, and placed on 
the north-west side of the gromids, with the muzzle towards the 
south-east. 

The following Table represents the nature and results of the first series of 
experiments : — 
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Another class of experiments was next commenced, with the gun at a very 
small elevation, by which the balls grazed the ground at comparatively short 
distances, and, rebounding, pursued their course, grazing again and again, till 
their momentum waa expended. The first shot was with a 3Zlb. ball and a 3 oz. 
charge, the gun being placed at an elevation of only two degrees. The projectile 
first grazed the earth at a distance of 92 yards, leaving a deep impression 
about 6 feet in length, and distinct indications of its spiral form and rotatory 
motion. It bounded from this, reaching an elevation of about 6 feet, and 
grazing the ground again at 64» yards. The next grazing (probably owing to the 
earth being hard at the latter point of contact) was at a distance of 70 yards fur- 
ther, whence it entered a ploughed field, grazing the ground several times, and 
come to rest at a total distance of 492 yards. 

The next shot was with another 321b. ball ; the same charge (3 oz.), but with 
the gun at an elevation of three degrees. The ball, in this instance, nrst grazed 
the ground at a distanceof 108 varus ; and, rebounding, grazed again, yards 
filler on ; but having touched the lower bar of an iron fence, which seemed to 
trip it in its course, it came to a stand in the ploughed field at the same 
as the former (490 yards). The three last experiments wore with 481b. balls. 

It should be observed that the smallness of the charges used necessitated the 
employment of oak waddings to fill up the roace in the powder cavity, which was 
very much to the detriment of the power of the gun. 

Mr. Whitwortb’e new brass cannon, with heocagonal bore, was tried 
on the north shore, Liverpool, on May 7. Several shots were fired, 
ranging from 24 to 48 pounders. The first shot was with a 241b. 
ball, with lllbs. of powder, and the extreme distance obtained was 
2800 yards, the elevation of the cannon being eight degrees. The 
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experiments were not carried to a test of the maximum capacity of 
the gun, owing to the rapid rising of the tide. The average distance 
to which a 481b. shot was fired was 3000 yards, but a much greater 
distance is expected to be obtained. — Mechanics* Magazine^ No 1710. 


A NEW PISTOL. 

A Newlt-invented American Pistol bids fair to surpass ineffective- 
ness all previous inventions of this class. This pistol will receive 
nine charges at once, which can be delivered successively in twelve 
seconds. Carbines on the same principle will contain twenty- five 
charges. The pistol consists of two barrels, one above the other. 
The lower tube contains the charges, which consist each of a conical 
bullet containing its own powder, hermetically enclosed by a copper 
capsule, filled with detonating ingredients. One pull of the tiigger 
lifts a bullet into the upper tube, or barrel, and instantaneously dis- 
charges it. The piece rarely requires cleaning— can be discharged 
many hundreds of times without detriment — and if the spiral spring, 
which forces the bullets downwards, becomes injured, it can be re- 
placed in a minute or two by an armourer. The original inventors 
of the pistol are Messrs. Smith and Wesson, of Hertford, Connec- 
ticut, and the patentee for England is Mr. W. R. Palmer, of Connec- 
ticut. — Standard. 


COLONEL JACOB’S RIFLE. 

This improved Rifle is the result of a long series of experiments 
made by Lieutenant- Colonel Jacob, C.B., of the Bombay Artillery, 
detailed by him in a pamphlet, of which the third edition is before 
us, ♦ CoL Jacob has for twenty- five years past paid much attention 
to the improvement of Rifled Fire-Arms ; he has, from time to time, 
communicated the fruits of these experiments freely to Grovemment, 
without thought of honour or reward ; and, in truth (says the 
Colonel), I have received hut little encouragement fi'om audiority. 
This is the old story of ungrateful return on the part of those to 
whom the vital interests of the country are intrusted, but to whom 
the love of pelf and place are paramount considerations. 

We select and abridge the following from Col. Jacob’s pamphlet : — 

Colonel Jacob has prepared a pattern rifle for the Army, lijjhter, far more 
handy and convenient in every way, than the rifles hitherto in use, of 24i-gauce 
bore only (that is, the spheric^ ball of which weijfhs twenty-four to the pound), 
with which a tolerably good shot can certainly strike an object the size of a man 
once out of three times, at a thousnnd va-rds aistance, and of which the full efl'ec- 
tive range is above 2000 yards j the ball, at that range, still flying with deadly 
velocity. These rifles, proposed for the Army, have been omy sighted up to 
1800 yards, but the sights could easily be adjusted for longer ranges if neces- 

The charge of powder used has been small, two drachms only, for a ball 
weighing one and three-quarter ounces ; but this is sufficient. Further eiroeri- 
ments have shown that the 32' gauge bore is better than the 24 — the ball not 
being reduced in weight, but made somewhat longer. 


Rifle Practice, By Lieut.-Col. Jacob, C.B. Smith, Elder, and Co. 
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The description of the proposed pattern rifle for the Army is as follows 
Single barreL 30 inches long, very stout near the breach, 24>gauge, 4-groove(? ; 
grooves to take one complete turn in 48 inches of length, patent breech, good 
locks, mainspring connected with tumbler by link, half>cock little above nipjile, 
trap in butt ; full-stook barrel attached to stock by bands secured with spring 
catches ; steel ramrod with deep hollow head, so as not to press on the shell 
tubes in loading; sword-bayonet 24 inches long, of the best cast steel; case- 
hvdened iron mountings, and no brass or bnght metal anywhere about the 
piece ; folding sight six inches long, wdth slide, both the sight itself and its slide 
to be made with imrings to prevent their working loose. Weight of the whole, 
with sword included, about ten and a half pounds. 

The above makes a verj' beautiful and wonderfully effiective weapon. 

Other pieces of the same calibre (24-gauge), but made a little heavier, make 
excellent practice at a range of 20(K) yards : the balls at that distance penetrating 
about four inches into very hard dry sunburnt brick : that is, having sufficient 
force to go through two or more men. Colonel Jacob is convinced that with the 
balls which he is using, a moderately light and perfectly handy rifle maybe made 
to possess as much effectual power at a distance of 3000 yards as the old two- 
grooved rifle with the round ball at 300. 

A double 24-gauge rifle of Colonel Jacob’s, by Manton, 24 inches long, with 
iron-pointed bidla 2j diameters long, and with 2^ drachms of powder, requires a 
sight 44 inches high for 2000 yards ; the distance of sight irom muzzle being 
19 inches. The other elevations may bo judged of from this. 

Colonel Jacob has some fifty or more nfles made, of all sorts and descriptions, 
a large proportion of them by the celebrated John Manton and Son ; while the 
cost of target walls alone, used in the course of these experiments, amounts to 
several hundred pounds, and powder and lead have been eiroended by the ton. 

Colonel Jacob, very early in his trials, discovered that the two-grooved rifle 
has defects which render it quite unfit for the Army. 

If its ball be made to lit loosely, it is at liberty to roll in the direction of its 
two grooves, end thus the advantage of riffing the piece is, in some measure, 
thrown away. 

If the ball be made to fit tightly, the difficulty of loading becomes a most 
serious evil. The two-grooved rifle was therefore, after trial, rejected. 

The four-grooved rifle with the ball with two bands round it was then tried, 
and found to be wholly free from the defects of the two-grooved and poly-grooved 
rifles. 

But the proposed four-grooved rifle was rejected by authority, for the reason 
that the two-grooved rifle, which w'as thought good enough for the Eoyal Army, 
was good enough for the soldiers in Indin. 

All manner of forms were tried, imtil, after a series of experiments carried on 
diligently for many years, the Conical ball proved very greatly superior to all 
other shapes thought of up to that time. The round baU was found of little use 
after 300 yards. This conical ball, though heavier than the round ball of the 
same caliore in the proportion of three to two, required a charge of powder in 
the inverse proportion of these weights ; that is to say, the charge of the round 
ball being tnree drachms, that for the conical ball, with the same range and 
elevation, was but two drachms. 

All manner of rifles were tried, both breech and muzzle loading, of every 
length, weight, &c., of various twists to the grooves, and of various calibres from 
32 te 8-gauge. 

The conical ball for a long time held its ground against all others ; its advan- 
tages were overpowering, and excellent practice was made with it at 600 and 
even 800 yards. 

The experiments had reached this point long before the Mini£ ball appeared ; 
but immediately that invention was known, great things were expected of it, and 
it was tried in the fairest manner, and on a large scale. 

After lung and patient trials, for months together, it was found to fail com- 
pletely. * 

U nder the most favourable circumstances it never equalled, or even approached 
to, the excellence of the Conical ball, and it was liable to the enormous defect of 
having the iron cup blown through the ball, the resulting tube of lead not unfre- 
qnenUy remaining firmly and most immovably fixed in the barrel. 

The ball had another great defect : it was cast from the foremost end« so that 
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the roughness left by the ingate of the mould, defects of air-holes, &c.. must 
occur where the form of the ball was required to he most perfect. 

Another ball has apparently some small advantage over the conical ball. It 
will be observed, that a perfect and very firm hold on the screw formed Ity the 
rifle grooves is given by the projections on the ball, quite independently of the 
action of the expansion principle ; while the conical hollow at the back part of 
the ball gives sufficient expilnsion to close all windage when the piece is fired, 
however loose the ball may be when inserted in loading. 

The hold on the grooves of the gun being so great, even with the ball quite 
loose, it was found that the twist of the r^es could be increased to any extent 
required, without the least danger of what is technically termed stripping;’* 
that is, of the ))all being driven through the barrel without following the sweep of 
the grooves. The rifles were therefore made with the grooves taking one whole 
turn in thirty-six inches of length; and this twist was found to answer 
admirably. 

The shape of the ball being found to have such great influence on the resis- 
tance of the air to its flight, and the twist of the rifles being found of full power 
to keep the point of the ball foremost with unerring certainty, even in the longest 
ranges, the form of the ball was still further studied, and in the next adopted. 
This ball is perfectly and accurately eflective up to 1200 yards, and probably to 
much greater distances. The effect of its shape in overcoming the resistance of 
the air is so great, that its progressive velocity, after a flight of 1200 yards, is 
but very little reduced ; and even at 1400 yards distance, or further, the percus- 
sion shells of ttiis shape burst well. 

The shells are formed as follows : — A copper tube of proper size and shape, 
filled with percussion powder in the usual way, is thrust into a deep opening cast 
in the fore-end of the ball. The tube is first dipped in melted resin, “ kitt,” or 
such like cement, so that it cannot ever become loose ; the ramrod end is hollow, 
so as to press wholly on tlie lead iu loading ; all other particulars will be appa- 
rent from the figure. 

The bead form of the hinder end is not required, the simple flat end being 
quite suflBeient. The solid lead gives way under the pressure of the fired gun- 
powder quite sufficiently to cause the shell or ball to lit the barrel perfectly air 
ti^t. 

The Army which should first adopt these weapons would thereby obtain an 
advantage equal to that of the exclusive possession of fire-arms a century ago. 
One effect of these would be that the whole of our Field Artillery must become 
totally useless. 

The guns must be rifled also ! In this case Shrapnell shells would be fully 
efiVnitive at distances of 5000 yards or more. 

Nay, from subsequent experiments with Colonel Jacob’s pointed balls, it seems 
that three times this range may be accomplished with cannon. Good practice 
has been made at Jacobabad with 8-gauge shells, and with iron-pointed balls of 
like size, at ranges of 2000 and 2400 yards. Flat ended shells, 3 diameters in 
length, are now found to answer admirably for the smaller calibres. The 32‘guuge 
is large enough for anything, and with the shells above-mentioned, and a charge 
of 2 drachms of powder, a correct range of a mile and more is readily obtainable. 
The 32-gange shells may carry the same bursting charge as has been used with 
the 16-^uge, so that the destructive power of the explosion is as great with the 
smaller as with the larger shell. 

For cannon-shot the hold on the rifle grooves could be given by a wooden 
bottom, formed with proper projections to fit the grooves, and fixed to the shot 
by a square tenon cast on tne latter, and a mortice through the wood. The 
twist of the grooves might be one whole turn in 45 diameters. 

In the Bombay Gazette it is stated : — Tlie marvellous effects exhi- 
bited in the practice at Jacobabad, and more recently at Bombay 
and Kurrachee, however, are attributable rather to the missile em- 
ployed than to the engine used in projecting it. This ball, or shell, 
as it may be, derives its singular excellence mainly from its being 
of the form best adapted for flight through the air : it requires only 
one-half the powder that is needed to send one of half its weight, 
but of less perfect figure, to the same distance ! The head of this 
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projectile, which it has been found necessary to form of zinc or iron 
for the protection of its figure, presents in sectional outline the form 
of a very acute arch, standing on a cylindrical base of lead of about 
its own height^ partially hollowed at the bottom to take advantage 
of the expansion principle, and with four vertical bands on its cir- 
cumference to fit the grooves of the rifle. It must give even a 
savage respectful notions of science to learn that 3 drachms of powder 
may be made to send 56 drachms, or nearly twenty times its own 
weight, of metal from a little tube two feet long to a distance of a 
mile and a half ! Colonel J acob now makes the points of his mis- 
siles — balls we cannot properly call them — of compressed rod iron, 
and he finds that a 32- gauge shot of this kind, of three diameters 
in length — that is, of the girth of a spherical leaden bullet 32 to 
the pound, but three times as long as it is broad — is perfectly 
effective up to 2500 yards or more. 

Wonderful as these facts are, ColonelJacob contemplates a gigantic 
step in their extension — by a 4-grooved rifle- cannon, carrying a 
shot of four inches diameter to a distance of ten miles and more, 
with force and accuracy. 

Among many other instances of practice, Colonel Jacob ntates : — 
An ammunition-wagon was exploded at a range of 1200 yards, and 
next morning at the immense distance of 1800 yards, or 40 yards 
more than a statute English mile. This last experiment far excels 
anything that has ever yet been done by any other description of 
fiir^arms. 


NEW PBOJECTILE. 

Mr. G. Skelton has patented an improved Projectile, consisting 
of ail elongated cast-iron case or shell, with a convex base, and the 
smaller end made tapering, so as to decrease in size one- third of its 
entire lengtli, upon the periphery of which is formed a spiral groove. 
Within the smaller end of the projectile is secured a brass tubular 
box or bush, and in the lower portion of this are formed three coni- 
cal cavities or vent holes, the opening of each being within the 
body of the projectile, and next to the powder. Upon the inner 
surface of the lower portion of the box or bush the percussion cap or 
detonating powder is placed ; a plug or bolt is then screwed into the 
tubular cavity of the box or bush, the upper portion of the latter 
being tapped for receiving a corresponding thread upon the plug or 
bolt to prevent accident. The inventor next inserts a pin in the 
head of the bolt or plug, so as to rest upon the shoulder of the box 
or bush, and retain it until the shell is required for use, when the 
pin must be withdrawn. To exclude moisture, a cast-iron cap is 
fitted over and screwed to the box or bush, so as to enclose the parts 
immediately in connexion with the explosive compounds, but which 
may be removed before the projectile is placed within the gun. 


LARGE WROUGHT- IRON GUNS. 

Mr. W. Clay has read to the British Association a paper “ On 
the Manufacture of large Wrought-Iron Guns made at the Mersey 
Iron Works, Liverpool, and on other large masses of Wrought 
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should be worked as little as possible before it c»iM to te pot into 
the gun. A core was first prepared the full 

of a oertein diameter. This core was intended to be terod out. A 
series of bars was then packed round the core, and again beaM aoU 
forged to the proper shape ; another series of bare was packed Uum, 
and heated and worked perfectly round ; still another and larger 
series of bars was required, placed longitudinally, and even these 
were far from the size required. The forging, although larger than 
any ever previously made, required to bo augmented in its diameter 
at the breech by twelve inches, which was accomplished by two 
layers of iron placed in such a manner as to resemble hoops. This 
being all welded round, the forging of the gun was accomplished. 
The boring was effected in an ordinary powerful lathe, the firat bore 
being eleven inches in diameter, consisting of a drill of seven inches, 
and a face- cutter of two inches. The second cut three-quarters of 
an inch on each side, making the bore twelve and a half inches ; and 
the third, or finishing cut, of a quarter of an inch, completed the 
bore. He might remark, that the boring was not a work of very 
great expense or labour ; on the contrary, the pi*ocess went on so 
rapidly that he was unable to prepare the fresh boring beads fast 
enough. The trunnion hoops were made in separate rings, and 
were shrunk upon the body of the metal. — Athenaum^ No. 1505. 

Some idea of the vastness of this Gun may be gathered from the 
following particulars of its dimensions ; — The barrel is 15 feet 
long ; it is 27 inches in diameter at the muzzle, or 84| inches in 
circumference ; and 44 inches in diameter at the breech, or 1384 
inches in circumference. The bore is 13 feet G inches long, and 13 
inches in diameter. It has cost the company 3000/. in material and 
labour alone. The experience of the second day's experiments at 
Formby was anything but confirmatory of the impregnability of the 
floating batteries. We \Nere present when a 2821b. ball was fired 
120 yards, with a small charge (251b.), at an iron plate 3 feet 9 inches 
by 2 feet 9 inches, 4g inches thick, and weighing 17 cwt. The plate 
was similar to those on the floating batteries, and it was supported 
against nine balks of timber, imbedded in the sand. It was shat- 
tered into a thousand splinters. No floating battery in the world 


could resist the power of that gun fired at a long range with the 
proper charge. Our fleet of gunboats and batteries would be useless 
against it. An artillery officer, of considerable experience, and who 
has seen much service, was present at the trial to which we refer. 
On witnessing the eflect of the shot, he expressed a belief that such 
a shot, from such a gun, at a moderate distance, would be sufficient 
to destroy any floating battery in the service, and that, even if the 
battery did not sink in consequence of the breach, the splinters, 
flying in all directions, would prove terribly destructive to the crew. 

Trials have been made with this Gun at Shoeburyness. A set of 
experiments was conducted under the direction of Colonel Mitchell, 
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iti the presence of the select committee of artillery ofBcers from 
Woolwich. They were eminently successful. The practice consisted 
of about 27 rounds, with solid shot and heavy charges of powder, 
the range, with 18“ of elevation, and a charge of 501b. of powder, 
exceeding at first graze 5000 yards. The line of fire was also most 
admirable, the shot following each other with surjirising accuracy. 
Mr. W. J. Horsfall and Mr. W. Clay witnessed the experiments, as 
representing the Mersey Company. Since it had been last tried a 
new and beautiful carriage had been made for the gun, combining 
the recent excellent appliances introduced by the Woolwich authori- 
ties, and which rendered the working of this immense weapon of 
destruction as easy as that of an ordinary 68-pounder. 

At another trial at Shoeburyness, in the presence of the Duke of 
Cambridge, Lord Panmure, and the Ordnance Select Committee, 
so confident was the constructor of the gun of its strength and 
soundness, that, although every one else present retired under the 
splinter-proof, he stood close beside the gun when the first shot was 
tired. At an elevation of 10°, and with a charge of 401b. of powder 
and a solid shot, the enormous range of 4500 yards was reached. 
The whole of the proof charges were fired, and the gun was con- 
sidered by all the officers present to be perfectly fit for service. 


PATENT MABESPIELD GUNPOWDER. 

This Gunpowder, which is of perfectly novel introduction, is the 
result of a course of successful experiments made by a gentleman 
formerly connected with the Royal Gunpowder Works at Waltham 
Abbey. Hitherto the manufacture of gunpowder has been almost 
exclusively confined to two firms, unless we consider the govern- 
ment as another. The three components — charcoal, sulphur, and 
saltpetre, are the same to-day as they were about the period that 
Roger Bacon existed. Nor does any change appear to have waited 
upon the present patent, the w'hole secret consisting apparently in 
the more intimate amalgamation of the ingredients. In the ordi- 
nary gunpowder, when let off, these three substances did not start 
fairly, one or other of the three being slower than the others, and 
consequently left behind. This want of rapidity in the one retarded 
likewise to a certain extent the other two ; but in the present mode 
of admixture a fair and simultaneous start is made, and the three 
disappear with a greater detonation, little or no residue remaining 
upon the spot from which they take their departure. This gun- 
powder, in consequence of this atrribute, is called Electric,” and 
truly deserves the title. The manufactory where it was first made 
is already at work at Maresfield, Sussex, whence its name. — Mecha- 
nics' Magazine, No. 1738. 

hall’s improvements in the manupactvre op gunpowder. 

At present the charges of a powder-mill are moistened with water 
at the commencement of the milling operation, which milling is 
continued for several hours : as often as the charges become par- 
tially dry, they are again damped by sprinkling water over them by 
hand with a small watering-pot while the mill is in motion ; but the 
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distribution of the water is not always uniform, or limited precisely 
to the quantity required. Mr. E. Hall, of Hartford, has therefore 
introduced into this part of the gunpowder manufacture certain 
improvements, which consist in arranging apparatus by which the 
exact quantity of water can be sprinkled over the charges in a given 
time, and continued with little variation for an indefinite period ; by 
which means the charges are better worked, the loss from dust is 
diminished, and less risk of accident is attained. 

To provide water for the apparatus, a small pump, with slow 
motion, is used, to raise a supply to a cistern sufficiently elevated 
for the distribution of the water by means of small pipes to all the 
mills which are contiguous, each of the mills being provided with 
a smaller cistern fixed to the stone shafts, and revolving with them. 
Each of the shaft cisterns in the mills is provided with a float-valve 
for admitting a regular supply of water to them, so that the head 
of water of the sprinkling pipes is maintained in each case at an 
uniform elevation, which facilitates the adjustment of the quantity 
of water to be expended on the charges. From the shaft cisterns 
the water is conducted through small pipes down to near the surfime 
of the mill beds, where a perforated pipe attached to the stone shaft 
revolves and distributes the requisite quantity of water over the 
charges. To regulate with precision the quantity of water to be 
expended on the charges, a cock is provided, with a small aperture, 
and also an index, so as to be capable of nice adjustment ; and 
below this regulating cock, a stop-cock is provided for shutting off 
the supply of water from the sprinkling pipes during the time the 
charges are taken off and others laid on the mill beds. A steam 
pipe from a boiler is conducted into the water of the sliaft cisterns 
when it is required to be heated for the mill charges, and the steam 
supply is regulated by a cock, as required . — Mechanioi Magazine, 
No. 1699. 


FLOATING BATTERIES. 

Mr. T. Grahame has made certain improvements in the construc- 
tion of Floating Batteries or Vessels, in order to render them ball 
and shot proof. The battery or vessel is to be constructed of iron, 
and in order to render the deck and the sides and parts from just 
below the water line to the deck, ball and shot proof, the inventor 
employs a considerable thickness of cork, and externally sheathes 
the vessel with comparatively thin sheet iron, so as to offer small 
resistance to the passage of ball or shot ; and in order to prevent 
water following the balls which penetrate the outer skin of iron, he 
uses sheet India-rubber (which will close up) between the different 
thicknesses of cork, and also between the cork and the iron. 


cast-iron lighthouse foe the BAHAMAS. 

An engineering work of considerable magnitude and some novelty 
in its mode of construction has been completed, under a contract with 
the Admiralty, by Messrs. Grissell, at their ironworks on the Hegent’s 
Canal, Hoxton, in the shape of a Lighthouse, built wholly of cast- 
iron, and intended to be erected on a dangerous rock situated near 
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one of the Bahama group of islands in the West Indies. The height 
of the tower, exclusive of a large revolving lantern 16 feet high, 
which surmounts it, is 124 feet ; its diameter is 25 feet at the base, 
and 14 feet at the top ; the total weight of metal used in its con- 
struction is about 300 tons, and the cost of the whole work is esti- 
mated at from 70002. to 80002. This is exclusive of the expense of 
conveying it to its destination, and of its erection there. It was 
begun in June 1855, and finished towards the end of Januaiy last, 
with the exception of the interior fittings, which have since been 
completed. It was erected with the same care and solidity on a spot 
on the wharf of the contractors, as if that were its final destination. 

The whole building is divided into seven floors or compart- 
ments, each 16 feet in height. The first, which is about 24 feet from 
the basement, and reached by an exterior iron stair of the same height 
from the ground, is fitted up as a kitchen ; the second, including also 
a series of commodious fixtures, will be used as a sitting room ; the 
third as a bedroom ; and the remaining stories upwards are to be de- 
voted to purposes connected with the main object of the structure — 
as a beacon to mariners navigating a perilous gulf in the Atlantic. 
A huge metal shaft, two feet in diameter, runs up the centre of the 
building, from its foundation to its summit ; and from this, at in- 
tervals of 16 feet, strong iron girders radiate to the circumference, 
and, resting on the framework, there equally ponderous and durable, 
serve to support the floors of each of the different chambers, and to 
knit together the exterior portions of the edifice with its centre 
throughout its whole height. The interior of most of the apartments 
is lined with corrugated iron, to diminish the heat of a tropical cli- 
mate ; and the whole building is pierced all round at short intervals 
with small glazed loopholes, for the purposes of light and ventilation. 
The lantern at the top encloses an immense revolving light, 16 feet 
in height, containing 21 burners, all showing white lights, except 
one, which is red, and each of them strongly intensified by a series 
of brilliant concave reflectors, made of copper, thickly coated with 
silver. The framework of the lantern is constructed of gun-metal, 
with a view to the greatest possible durability, and glazed with plate 
glass five-eighths of an inch thick. The revolver is wound up by 
machinery, on the principle of an ordinary clock, and will go 15 or 
16 hours at a stretch. The whole of the lighting apparatus has been 
constructed by Wilkins, of Long-acre, who has had great experience 
in this branch of machinery ; and the rest of the work at Messrs. 
Grissell’s has been executed under the immediate superintendence of 
Mr. Sheaves, the foreman of engineers there. The exterior of the 
tower consists of 155 cast-iron plates, each weighing from two tons 
to 15 cwt., and made to fit each other with the greatest nicety. The 
lighthouse will eventually be fixed on the Great Isaac’s Rock, on the 
Bahama Bank, — a dangerous shoal, situated in the Straits of Florida, 
between the Island of Bermuda and the Havannah . — The Times. 

IMPBOVEMENTS IN STEEEOTTPING. 

Mb. James Hooo, the publisher, of Edinburgh, and Mr. Napier, 
a Btereotyper of the same place;, have invented the following im- 
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proved process. The first part of it relates to the formation of the 
matrices, and is as follows : — First, a thick viscid plate is to be 
prepared by the intimate admixture, in about equal quantities, of red 
ochre and fine whiting, together with a sufficient quantity of pre- 
pared thin glue, starch, and wheaten flour (also in about equal pro- 
portions) made up into a paste, a little alum being included in the 
latter compound. Of the glue and paste there is to be employed just 
as much as is necessary, when all the components have been properly 
mixed, to make the compound a stiff paste. A quantity of this is 
then to be spread upon the surface of a piece of stout packing paper, 
cloth, or other suitable fabric, and a straight edge of any convenient 
kind passed over it, so that the coating of paste may be rendered 
uniform in thickness. The amount of paste spread on should be 
about equal to the thickness of a threepenny piece, as at present 
issued from the Mint. This combination of paste and packing-paper 
(or other substance) is now allowed to stand under the influence of 
the atmosphere for about half an hour, until the surface becomes 
nearly dry.* The “page,” or “form,” of which a cast is required 
to be taken, is next laid down with the face rnpermost, a slight 
coating of lard or other oil being brushed over it, and the flat matrix 
laid down upon the face of the tyjjes or form,” that surface upon 
which the paste or composition has been spread being next the oiled 
face of the “ form.” In this condition, the whole is to be subjected, 
in a printing press or other convenient apparatus, to sliglit pressure, 
sufficient to press firmly and evenly the matrix into the face of the 
types upon which it has been laid. A single and very light “soak- 
ing” pull at a printing press is sufficient for the purpose, or the im- 
pression may be taken by the implements known to printers as a 
“ planer and mallet,” used in the same way as when “planing over” 
a form of types. After the impression is obtained, the matrix must 
not be moved from contact with the “ form” until it has been par- 
tiallj'^ dried, and while this is going on, it is necessary to place a 
weight of some sort upon the back of the matrix. The best way is 
to place the bottom of the “ form” or “ page” upon a plate of heated 
metal, keeping at the same time some flat heavy weight upon the 
back of the matrix. In a short time (varying according to the 
amount of heat employed) the matrix will have partially dried, whilst 
lying upon the face of the “ form,” and when withdrawn therefrom 
will be found to afford an exact reverse copy of the “ form” or ‘ ‘ page” 
operated upon. — Mechanics* Magazine, No. 1734, 

SHARPENING EDGED TOOLS. 

It has long been known that the simplest method of sharpening 
a razor is to put it for half an hour in water, to which has been 

• In forming the paste which produces the surface of the matrix, it is to be 
understood that the patentees do not coniine themselves to the exact ingredients 
or proportions above specilied. Varions earthy substances, in different propor- 
tions, may be employea, but those mentioned are found preferable. It should, 
however, be distinctly understood that the liquid glue and paste are essential 
ingredients in the composition, incorporating the earthy substaaoes it may be 
found convenient to employ. 

D 
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added one-twentieth of its weight of muriatic or sulphuric acid, then 
lightly wipe it off^ and after a few hours set it on a hone. The acid 
here supplies the place of a whetstone by corroding the whole sur- 
face uniformly, so that nothing further than a smooth polish is 
necessary. The process never injures good blades, while badly 
hardened ones are frequently improved by it, although the cause of 
such improvement remains unexplained. Of late this process has 
been applied to many other cutting implements. The workman at 
the beginning of his noon spell, or when he leaves off in the even- 
ing, moistens the blades of his tools with water acidified as above, 
the cost of which is almost nothing. This saves the consumption of 
time and labour in whetting, which moreover speedily wears on the 
blades. The mode of sharpening here indicated would be found 
especially advantageous for sickles and scythes. — From, German. 


NEW ANCHOE. 

In V Avenir d' Anvers is described a newly-invented Anchor, which 
has been tested in the Scheldt. The new anchor is called Securitas. 
Its flukes are moveable. It has no stock, and in any position 
in which it falls into the water the motion which it receives will in- 
fallibly force the two claws to catch instantly, and is stated to pro- 
duce a hold double the power of the old instrument. 

IMPEOVEMENTS IN COATING lEON AND STEEL WITH ZINC. 

Me. Alexander Watt, the editor of the electro- metallurgical 
department of the Chemist^ and whose skill in connexion with electro- 
metallurgy is well known, has recently jjatented the following 
method of Coating Iron and Steel with Zinc : — 

He dissolves 200 os. of commercial cyanide of potassixim in 20 gallons of water 
(rain-water or distilled water being preferable) in a suitable vessel. He then 
pours into this solution 80 oz., by measure, of strong liquid ammonia (of the 
specific fi^vity of 880 by preference). Having stiri*ed these compounds to- 

S ither, ne places severu large porous cells, such as those used in forming 
aniell's batteries, in this solution, and pours into each of them as much of a 
strong solution of a cyanide of potassium (say about 16 oz. to the gallon) as will 
be equal to the height of the solution in the larger vessel. He then attaches 
sevei^ pieces of metal (copper or iron by preference) to pieces of copper wire, 
which are then to be att^hed to the negative pole of a galvanic battery. These 
pieces of copper or iron are to be placed in the porous cells. He next attaches 
a piece or several pieces of zinc to the positive pole of the battery, and then im- 
merses these pieces of zinc in the solution of cyanide of potassium and ammonia. 
The galvanic battery is now to be set in action, and allowed to continue in action 
on the above materiolB until the solution of cyanide of potassium and ammonia 
has taken up about 60 oz. of zinc, that is to say, about 3 oz. to the gaUon of 
solution. As soon as the pieces of zinc have been weighed to determine the 
amount dissolved into the cyanide solution, he dips them into dilute hydro- 
chloric acid, and then rinses them, when they are placed aside for future opera- 
tions if necessary. The porous are then to be removed. He now dissolves 
80 oz. of a carbonated alkali. 

ICOOBE'S PATENT HILL FOB GEINBINO COEN. 

Mb. T. Moobe, of Betford, has patented an excellent Mill for 
Qrinding Com and other grain, in which he has combined both 
steel and stone grinding surfaces. He forms the first and upper 
grinding surface of a vertical steel cone, which revolves in a 
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correspondingly shaped fixed cone, and below these cones fits 
ordinary grindstones honzontally. The corn or other grain is feu 
into and between the steel cones from a hopper, and in its passage 
through them becomes very quickly bruised and convert.ed into ine^, 
for which purpose it is well known that steel mills are better adapted 
than stones. After being so converted, the meal falls between the 
horizontal grindstones, which reduce the meal into flour. The great 
advantage consists in apportioning each of the grinding surfaces to 
perform that portion of the grinding operations to which they are 
best adapted — the steel for converting the grain into meal, and the 
stones the meal into flour. For an illustrated description of this 
new mill, see Mechanics' Magazine, No. 3 712. 


IRON LATTICE RAILWAY BRIDGE. 

This bridge, of novel construction, has been made at Newcastle 
for the East Indian Kailway. It is intended to cross the river 
Soane, one of the tributaries of the Ganges, and is nearly a mile in 
length. There will be 29 piers, and the span from pier to pier will 
be 150 feet, being about 26 feet more than the span of the arches of 
the High Level-bridge at Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Like that struc- 
ture it will consist of two roadways, the upper one for the railway, 
and the lower one for foot-passengers and ^jalanquin bearers, the 
height from the lower to the upper way being 26 feet. The pecu- 
liarity of the construction is that the two roadways are fastened toge- 
ther and supported by latticework of wrought- ii’on, combining great 
strength with a light and elegant appearance. The bars are of 
channel iron, and cross each other diagonally, being firmly riveted 
together at each crossing. One complete arch was constructed at the 
Els wick Engine Works, Newcastle, by way of experiment, and the 
result was most satisfactory. The entire weight is 120 tons. It 
was made with a slight curve, two inches higher than a dead level, 
and when tested with a weight of 362 tons it only went down two 
inches below the level, or four inches altogether in the centre. The 
separate lengths or arches will rest at each end on five rollers of cast 
iron, to allow of expansion and contraction, according to the varia- 
tions of the temj^rature. I’he engineer engaged in the construc- 
tion of this bridge is Mr. George Rendel . — Manchester Guardian. 


RAILWAYS IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Report of the Railway Department of the Board of Trade for 
the year 1855 states that the number of railway bills which came 
before Parliament in the session of 1855 amounted to 104, and the 
length of new line proposed to be authorized amounted to 655 miles. 
But of these bills only 73 were passed ; and the total length of line 
actually authorized was 363 miles. Of the 73 acts passed in 1855, 
53 had reference to the construction of works ; the length of new 
line authorized by these acts was as follows, viz. : 196 miles in 
England and Wales, 76 miles in Scotland, and 91 miles in Ireland. 

The number of persons employed on the 30th of June, 1855, upon 
the railways in course of construction amounted to 38,546, being on 
the average 43*8 per mile. In June, 1849, when 1504 miles of 
D 2 
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railway were in course of construction, 103,816 persons were em- 
ployed upon them, or 69 persons per mile ; in June, 1850, 864 miles 
were in course of construction, and 58,884 persons were employed 
on them, or 68*] 5 per mile ; in June, 1851, 734 miles were in course 
of construction, and 42, 938 persons were omployed, being at the 
rate of 58*49 persons per mile ; in 1 854, 889 miles were in course of 
construction, and 45,401 persons were employed upon them, being 
at the rate of 51*07 per mile. The money raised by shares and loans 
for the construction of railways in 1849 amounted to 29,574, 719^. ; 
in 1850, to 10,52*2,967/.; in 1851, to 7,970,151/.; in 1852, to 
15,924,783/. ; in 1853, to 9,158,835/.; in 1854, to 12,452,374/. ; 
and in 1855, to 11,514,490/., making together in seven years- a total 
of 97,118,319/., being at the rate of 32,000/. per mile for the length 
of railway opened during that period. The number of persons em- 
ployed on railways open for traffic in the United Kingdom was, in 
1851, 63,563, being at the rate of 9*49 per mile; in 1852, 67,601 
persons, or 9*55 per mile; in 1853, 80,409, or 10*7 per mile; in 
1854, 90,409 or 11*59 persons per mile; and in 1855, 97,952 per- 
sons or 12*07 per mile. The number of stations in 1851 was 2107, 
and in 1855, 2798 ; showing an increase of 601 stations and of 1418 
miles of railway. — Mechanics' Marfazine, No. 1719. 


IRON ROADWAYS IN LONDON. 

We have on various occasions in the columns of our journal re- 
corded the several suggestions which have been made for the em- 
ployment t)f cast-ii*on, in lieu of granite, for the purpose of road 
paving. In the Mining Journal of August 16, 1851, May 22, 
1852, and November 10, 1855, the subject was fully entered into — 
the plan of Messrs. Kennard, of Upper Thames- street, submitted 
to the Commissioners of Sewers, which they were prepared to lay 
down at their own expense in any leading thoroughfare — that of 
Messrs. Allen, of Spring Bank Iron Works, Glasgow^ who had laid 
dowm a portion of iron pavement in that city. As long back as 
1836, an experiment of the kind was made on Blackfriars- bridge, 
and before that a foot paving at the corner of Old-street and the 
City-road. Iron pavement, like every other mechanical invention, 
is claimed as of United States origin, which the above dates refute, 
for it was not until September, 1853, the subject was heard of 
there, when a trial was made in Boston, on a plan by Mr. W. D. 
Terry. The Commissioners of Sewers of the City of London deter- 
mined last year to adopt an iron roadway, on a plan patented by 
General Knapp, and which was commenced laying down in Leaden- 
hall-street on Wednesday, by the contractors, Messrs. Crook and 
Son, Tower Royal, London, Messrs. Ransomes and Sims, of Ips- 
wich, being the founders, and Mr. W Haywood, of Guildhall, the 
engineer. The pavement consists of circular cast-iron rings, about 
12 inches in diameter, and 6 inches deep, divided into seven com- 
partments, one in the centre, and six surrounding it, rendering these 
apertures sufficiently small to prevent the catching of the hoof of a 
horse. The upper edge of the ring, and all the partitions, are 
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thickly indented with semicircular depressions, about an inch in 
depth. A projecting hub on one side the ring, and a corresponding 
depression on the other, fit together, and thus lock the whole road- 
way into one solid framework. The indentations on the upper edge 
of the frame, with the gravel employed in filling the whole to the 
surface, secure a good foothold for the horse, and the advantages 
claimed for this pavement are— economy in wear and tear, great 
facilities for removal and relaying, absence of dust in summer, 
excess of mud in winter, not made slippery in the most severe frosts, 
and not productive of that noise which is so annojdng in granite 
paving. If the pavement answers these anticipated capabilities, it 
is the intention of the Commissioners to pave in like manner all the 
principal thoroughfares of the City . — Mining Journal, 

IMPROVEMENTS IN RAILWAY WHEELS AND LOCOMOTIVE ENGINES. 

Messrs. W. A. Fairbatrn and G. IIaslem, of Manchester, have 
patented an invention which has first for its object the production 
of arrangements which will allow the Wheels of Railway Carriages 
to accommodate themselves to the curved portions of the way, and 
thus diminish the wear of their flanges, and to provide also against 
wear on the sides of the axle-boxes. The arrangements consist in 
giving liberty to the axle-boxes laterally, within certain limits and at 
certain times, detennined by a spring action formed on each side of 
the axle-boxes, or within the jaws holding the axle-boxes, and acting 
on each side of them. The spring action may be formed of vulca- 
nized India-rubber, placed in recesses in the jaws holding the axle- 
boxes, which India-rubber will exert its elastic power upon the sides of 
the axle-boxes by setting against the plates, loosely fitted in the re- 
cesses of the jaws, and coming against the sides of the axle-boxes. 
The force of the spring action is intended to be sufficient to keep the 
axles of the wheels at right angles to the straight portions of the 
railway, but to give way to the pressure created by friction of the 
rails upon the wheels in curved portions of the way, and by this 
means allow the axles to assume that position which will accommo- 
date the wheels to the curve of the way. As the spring action will 
keep the axle-boxes in close contact with the jaws, so as to be at all 
times a good fit, they will not require lining” in consequence of 
wear, as those do of ordinary arrangement. 

The improvements relate, secondly, to arrangements in the con- 
necting rods of Locomotive Engines, and principally to those rods con- 
necting the crank- wheels to be coupled together; and they are in- 
tended to act as a provision against undue strains, to which such 
rods are subjected. These arrangements consist in giving liberty to 
the steps or brasses, within certain limits, determined by a spring 
action arranged in the slots of the connecting-rods, of wide character, 
and acting on the steps or brasses ^considered to represent the axle- 
box) in a manner similar to that described above, in reference to the 
axle-box arrangement. 
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HOT-AIE locomotive. 

The SderUific American states that a Locomotive Engine driven by 
Hot Air, constructed at the Novelty Works, in New York, was tri^ 
recently on the Paterson Railway, and attained a speed of eighty 
miles an hour. It cost 40,000 dollars, and weighs forty tons. This 
engine is worked by the products of the combustion carried on in the 
furnace, mixed with some steam which is introduced thereto. The 
apprehension is expressed in the paper, that such an elastic fluid as 
is used in this engine must have a coiTosive action on the intemal 
machinery of the engine itself. 


ELECTRO-MAGNETIC MOTIVE ENOINE. 

Mr. E. Grenet, jun., has patented an improved Electro- Magnetic 
Apparatus for Motive Power, part of which may be employed sepa- 
rately for the generation of electric currents. This invention consists 
— ‘1. In an electro-magnetic engine, consisting of two concentric 
cylinders placed one within the other, and having formed on them 
rings of iron, the outer cylinder being stationary and the inner cylin- 
der revolving, both cylinders being provided with electro- magnets, 
consisting of rectangular soft iron strips or plates fixed to the ringa 
by which the cylindei-s are surrounded, the plates of the inner cylin- 
der being on its outer surface, projecting radially outwards, and 
those of the outer cylinder being on its inner surface, projecting 
radially inwards ; copper conducting wires being coiled round the 
plates for the passage of the electric fluid and the consequent de- 
velopment of magnetic action. 2. In an improved current changer 
and contact breaker, which effect the simultaneous magnetization of 
the fixed and revolving parts of the apparatus by two different cur- 
rents ; also in an improved arrangement of contact-makers, and an 
arrangement of conductors whereby the tension of the electric fluid 
may be diminished by using derived currents, and which allows of the 
employment of a single fluid battery. 3. In an arrangement for 
filling and emptying single fluid batteries. And lastly, in a new 
arrangement for increasing the surface subjected to the action of the 
battery. 


LOCOMOTIVE engines. 

Mr. W. Bridges Adams has patented an invention, consisting in 
raising the driving wheels of Locomotive Engines to such a height 
."ibove the rails that they may rest on their peripheries, supported by 
the peripheries of rolling wheels beneath them. The latter are 
supported on the rails or road in such manner that each driving 
wheel will rest on two rolling wheels, and the weight being thus 
distributed on two wheels, will permit of a great amount of adhesive 
power, without crushing the tyres, or rails, or road ; the rolling 
wheels being all loose or revolving on their axles, it will not be 
requisite that they should all be of exactly equal diameters ; nor will 
it be necessary to confine the rolling wheels to any particular 
diameter, for their rolling movement will correspond to the length 
round the driving tyres ; and two pairs of rolling wheels coupled 
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together, with the driving wheels pressing on them, will be a substi- 
tute for what is usually called a coupled engine. 


IMPROVED RAILWAY CHAIRS. 

A Patent has been taken out by M. Normandy, for an improved 
construction of Bailway Chairs, which promises to be of importance. 
The chairs of railways are tho cast-iron sockets in which the rails 
rest, and which attach them to the w’ooden beams or sleepers 
stretching across the railway, and which sleepers are covered up 
finally with gravel. The improved railway chairs, instead of being 
formed of cast-iron, are formed of wrougbt-iron. In their manu- 
facture a long bar of the configuration proper for the chairs is rolled 
out in the same manner as the rail itself, and is then cut into short 
lengths, each of which forms a chair. A similar result would be 
attained by rolling the rail with lugs projecting from it at intervals, 
upon which lugs the rail would rest, and by which it would be 
secured. — Mr. l^ume, in the IlltLStrated London News, No. 818. 


BREAK FOR RAILWAY CARRIAGES. 

A Model of a Break for Railway Carriages, by Mr. George S. 
Parkinson, has been exhibited to the Society of Arts. This invention 
consists in attaching a fixed and a moveable clutch” on one of the 
^les of a railway carriage, and to the collai* of the moveable clutch 
is attached a cam. The moveable clutch is put in or out of gear by 
means of a long rod, working a system of levers. The rod is worked 
from the guard’s carriage by means of chains attached to a drum. 
The drum being made to revolve by a screw, worked under the 
control of the guard, the chains are wound up, and the rods 
drawn, which, by means of the levers throughout the train, cause 
the moveable clutch on each carriage to be brought into gear with 
the fixed clutch. The cam attached to the moveable clutch is thus 
made, on every revolution of the axle, to press against a lever, by 
which the jambs of the break are brought to bear against the rim 
of the wheel, during a portion only of its revolution. By this 
arrangement the wearing of the wheel into ** fiats” as at present, is 
said to be prevented, and less destruction is caused to the rails and 
jambs. It is intended that this invention should be used on two 
carriages of a train at least, and it can also be applied to work on 
any number of carnages simultaneously. 


WOODHOUBB’S patent CROSBING FOB RAILWAYS. 

This patent consists, as described, in so constructing the rails of 
crossings that when one part of the wing rail is injured by wear it 
may be reversed, to bring another portion of the same rail in the 
pla^ that had been worn ; also in substituting the check rails for the 
wing rails, and using them in the same way. The ends of the wing 
rails and check rails are of the same length and bent to the same 
angle ; consequently the wing rails may be used as check rails, and 
vice vend. By reversing the positions of the rails when partly worn, 
each wing rail can be used four times, and when they are unfit 
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for use as wing rails they can be put in the places of the check 
rails, and the check rails may then be used as wing rails, thereby 
enabling the wing and check rails of a crossing to be employed 
sixteen times before they are completely worn. The improvements 
are said to be particularly beneficial when the double-headed rails 
are used, but useful in all other descriptions of rails. The advan- 
tages claimed by this crossing are, simplicity of construction and 
great saving in maintenance, both as regards labour and materials. — 
Builder^ No. 674. 


POWER OP MEASUREMENT. 

At a meeting of the Birmingham Institution of Mechanical Engi- 
neers, lately held at Glasgow, Mr. J oseph Whitworth, the Presi- 
dent, called attention to “ the two great elements in constructive 
mechanics, viz., a true plane, and the power of measurement.” Illus- 
trating his remarks by exhibiting a small machine, by which a dif- 
ference in the lengthof the one- millionth part of an inch is detected by 
the sense of touch, he pointed out the necessity of proper gradations 
of size in all the branches of the mechanical arts ; congratulated the 
audience on the recent progress of the mechanic^ arts ; and the in- 
crease in workmen’s wages ; referred lo the desirability of improving 
the education of young operatives, predicted that all harvest opera- 
tions on land properly laid down will very shortly be performed in 
one-fourth the time now expended in hand-labour ; and expressed a 
hope that the time is not far distant when all remaining legislative 
obstacles to the progress of the mechanical arts will be swept 
away. — Mechcmics* Maaazine, No. 1729. 


HARMONY OP THEORY AND PRACTICE IN MECHANICS. 

Mr. Macquorn Eankine, C.E., on his appointment to the 
Chair of CivU Engineering in the University of Glasgow, delivered 
an introductory lecture on the above subject. The lecturer com- 
menced by showing that in geometry, in poetry, in rhetoric, and in 
the fine arts, the Greeks are our masters, but that in physics and 
mechanics their notions were pervaded by a great fallacy — a double 
system of natural laws ; and that this fallacy of a supposed dis- 
cordance between rational and practical, celestial and terrestrial 
machines, continued in force, and appears to have gathered strength 
and to have attained its full vigour during the middle ages. In the 
15th, 16th, and 17tb centuries, the system falsely termed Aristotelian 
was overthrown, and the truth began to be duly appreciated, that 
sound theory in physical science consists simply of facts, and the de- 
duction of common sense from them reduced to a systematic form. 
The lecturer proceeded to show many evils which arise from inge- 
nious and practical men not being acquainted with scientific prin- 
ciples, and bow often time and money are expended in visionaiy in- 
ventions, particularly perpetual motion, of which two appeared in 
the last year’s patent list. 
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A NEW CALOULATINO MACBINE. 

Thomas, of Colmar, has lately made the finishing improye- 
ments in the calculating machine called the arithmometer, at which 
he has been working for upwards of thirty years. Pascal and 
Leibnitz, in the 17th century, and Diderot at a later period, endea- 
voured to construct a machine which might serve as a substitute for 
human intelligence in the combination of figures, but their efforts 
failed. M. Thomas’s arithmometer may be used without the least 
trouble or possibility of error, not only for addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, and addition, but also for much more complex, opera- 
tions, such as the extraction of the square root, involution, the reso- 
lution of triangles, &c. A multiplication of eight figures by eight 
others is made in 18 seconds ; a division of sixteen figures by eight 
figures in 24 seconds ; and in one minute and a quarter one can 
extract the square root of sixteen figures, and also prove the accu- 
racy of the calculation. The arithmometer adapts itself to every sort 
of combination. As an instance of the wonderful extent of its 
powers, we may state that it can furnish, in a few seconds, products 
amounting to 999,999,999,999,999,999,999,099,999,999. A marvel- 
lous number, comparable to the inhnite multitude of stars which stud 
firmament, or the particles of dust which float in the atmosphere. 
The working of this instrument is, however, most simple. To 
raise or lower a nut screw, to turn a winch a few times, and, by 
means of a button, to slide off a metal plate from left to right or from 
right to left, is the whole secret. The arithmometer is, moreover, 
a simple instrument, of very little volume, and easily portable. It 
18 already used in many great financial establishments, where con- 
siderable economy is realized by its employment. It will soon be 
as generally used as a clock. — From the Moniteur. 


SOHEUTZ’S CALCULATING MACHINE. 

This machine (described in the Year-Book of Facta, 1856, pp. 59, 
60), having been exhibited at the Paris Exhibition, has also been 
placed before the Royal Society, who have received a Report upon 
w . Professors G. Stokes, W. H. Miller, C. Wheatstone, and 
R. Willis. The history of the origin and progress of this inven- 
before the Royal Society, at its last anniversary, 
by Mr. Babbage, who took occasion to point out, in a very unselfish 
and honourable spirit, the claim the ingenious Swede had upon the 
Society for some distinguishing token of merit and ability. The 
following is from the add^ress of Mr. Babbage: — 

My Lord Wrottesley, — I beg leave to offer a few observations on the distribu- 
^otm but not with the intention of finding fault with their present 


* The Copley Medal of this year was awarded to M. Fouoault. * **M. Foucault, 
■t present you this medal in testimony of our admiration of the skill, ingenuity, 
talent ^splayed in your very remarkable experimental researches."— 

X we president of the Royal Society, The first royal modal vras awarded by the 
i^ouncil to Mr. John Bussel Hind, superintendent of the Nautical Almanac, for 
discoveries in astronomy. The second royal medal was 
the CouncU of the Koyal Society to Mr. Westwood, on account of 
uis vaiuabJe and long>continued researches in entomology. 
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The distingtushed foreigner, whose valuable discoveries you have so ably ex- 
plained to is fully entitled to a Copley medal. I join also most cordiaJj^ in 
the justice of the award of the first royal medal to that eminent astronomer who 
has organized a system for the discovery of new planets, and who has himself 
already added ten to their number. With the researches rewarded by the sscond 
royal medal I am entirely unao 9 [uainted ; but I am willing to assume that they 
have been duly considered and justly rewrarded. 

There is, however, an instrument to which we have given ho^itality during 
many months in these apartments, which I think highly deserving of a medal; 
and I had hoped that on the present occasion it might at least have been con- 
sidered worthy of being placed amongst the list of candidates for that honoiur. 
I allude to the admirable machine for calculating and printing tables by dif- 
ferences, and producing a mould for the stereotype plates to print the computed 
results — an instrument we owe to the genius and persevering labour of Mr. 
Scheutz, of Stockholm. A committee of the Boyal Society has already reported 
UTOU the machine, and I can myself bear testimony to the care and attention 
which ow Secretary bestowed upon that valuable report. But as some misap- 
prehension ez^ts in the public mind respecting the origmahty displayed 
m that invention, I trust that having, as is well known, given much atten- 
tion to the subject, I may be permitted briefly to explain some of its prin- 
ci^es, and thus render justice to its author. 

The principle of osculation by differences is common to Mr. Scheutz’s engine 
and to my own, and is so obviously the only principle, at onco extensive in its 
CTasp and simple in its mechanical application, that I have little doubt it will be 
found to have been iraggested by more than one antecedent writer. 

Mr. Scheutz' s engine consists of two parts — the calculating and the printing; 
the former being again divided into two — the adding and the carrying parts. 

■yVith respect to the adding, its structure is entirely different from my own* * * * 
nor does it even resemble any one of those in my drawings. 

The very ingenious mechanism for carrying the tens is also quite different 
from my own. 

The printing part will, on inspection, be pronounced altogether unlike that 
represented in my drawings; which, it must also bo remembered, were entirely 
unknown to Mr. Scheutz. 

The contrivance by which the computed restilts are conveyed to the print^ 
apparatus, is the same in both our engines ; and it is well known in the striking 
part of the common eight-d^ clock v^ch is called the “ snail.” ***** 

The machine was conveyed to Paris, and placed in the Great Exposition. The 
jury to which it was referred contained many distinguished names, amongst them 
^at of M. Maihieu, Member of the Institute, who having been for a long period 
intrusted by the Academy of Sciences with the arduous duty of reporting upon 
the numerous calcidatiug machines submitted to that learned body, w as t^eady 
familiar with the history of the past. Availing himself of all the printed docu- 
ments, relating to former difference-engines, and studying those latest illustra- 
tions of Mr. Scheutz’s machine, which had rendered visible to the eye, in one 
unbroken chain, ihe whole sequence of its minutest movements,* this eminent 
astronomer w^as in a position to pronounce with authority on the merit of the 
Swedish engine. That ju^, after full examination, concurred with their distia- 
gnished colleague in unanimously awarding to it the gold medal. 

The Emperor Napoleon, true to the inspirations of his own genius and to the 
policy of his dynasty, caused the Swedish engine to be deposited in the Imperial 
Observ'atory of Paris, and to be placed at the disposal of the members of the 
Board of Longitude .t 

Your lordship is aware that previously to awarding any of our medals, each 
Member of the Council may pl^e one or more names on the list of candidates 
whose claims are to be discussed. I regret that (perhaps through inadvertence) 
the name of Mr. Scheutz was not placed upon that list, and 1 cannot, my lord. 


* These illustrations were made by n^^ son, Mr. Henry^ Babbage, an officer of 

ttie Indian army, now on furlough m England. They consist of the complete 

Mechanical Notations” of the Swedish machine, and were exhibited at the 
meeting of the British Association at Glasgow, and afterwards sent to Paris for 

the use of the jury to whom that machine was referred. — See Fhil. TnmB., 1826, 
and Comptea JRendtu, Oct. 8th, 1856, vol. xli. 

t This fact was not stated at the meeting, as it had not then reached the 
author in an authentic form. 
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sit down without expressing a hope that the Council of the ensuing year may 
more than repair the omission. 

THE WESTMINSTER CLOCK. 

We select and abridge the following from a new scientific journal. 
The Engineer^ established within the past year : — 

The history of the Great Clock for the clock-tower of the New Houses of 
Parliament dates as far back as the year 1844 j for in the month of March, in 
that year, Mr., now Sir Charles Barry, first wrote to Mr. Vulliamy to furnish 
him with a plan for the clock, at the same time inquiring upon what terms he 
would furmsh such plan, first, in the event of his being employed to make the 
clock, and secondly, in the event of his not being employed. In reply, Mr. 
Vulliamy named 100 guineas for the specification, calculations, working, and 
other di'awings, if he were employed, and an additional 100 guineas if he were 
not employed. 

Shortly afterwards. Sir Charles Barry wrote to the Board of Woods and 
Forests^ saying it was desirable to have the specifications and estimates pre- 
pared, torwarcTing copies of his cf>mmumcation3 with Mr, Vulliamy, and recom- 
mending the acceptance of his ofier, which the Board subsequently agreed to. 
In January, 1845, Mr. Vulliamy, in a letter to Sir Charles, noticed a mistake he 
had just then observed, viz., that the Board had spoken in its letter of an esti- 
mate being prepared, which he (Mr. Vulliamy) bad not contemplated making. 
This communication does not appear to have been answered by the Board or 
Sir Charles Barry, excepting so tar as it was done by a letter, dated July, 1846. 

In November, 184 j, the late Mr. Dent* wrote to the Board, desiring to be ad- 
mitted as a candidate for supplying any clocks retiuired for the New Houses of 
Parliament, including the largo one, referring to the Exchange clock as a work 
of his, and suggesting, in the case of the large clock, that it should be subject to 
the approbation of the Astronomer Koyal, with Sir Charles Barry, and Sir John, 
or Mr. George Eennie, as referees. To this request the Board replied, that when 
the drawings and specifications were completed, as the basis upon M’hich the ten- 
ders w*ere to be founded, he should be included among the competitors. To this 
Mr. Dent objected, decliniiigto follow the plans of another clock -maker, but stating 
his vdllingness to comply with any suggestions from the Astronomer Bcyal. In 
conseauence of this objection, it appears that Lord Canning consulted Mr. Airy 
as to tno bestmeans ofobtaining such a clock as should be “ the very best that the 
science and skill of the country” could supply. In answer to this inquiry, Mr. 
Airy alluded to a similar one which had been made by the Gresham Committee, 
in 1843, with respect to the Exchange clock, and that the reply be then gave was 
that certain conditions should be laid down, which he himselt proposed to fur- 
nish ; and he further proposed to give a certificate of the work when completed. 
These suggestions being followed m the case of the Exchange clock, the result 
had been the production of a clock which was superior to most astronomic^ 
clocks, and possessing these advantages, that the first stroke of each hour is 
correct as to time within less than a second, and that a person standing^on the 
pavement can take time from the face without an error of a second. He sug- 
gested the names of Mr. Vulliamy and Mr. Whitehurst as the best makers ; but 
the work was placed in the hands of Mr. Dent, who carried out his views most 
completely, making some judicious alterations. In conclusion, he proposed that 
his condiGons^homd be submitted to Mr. Dent, for the purpoM of obtaining a 


-xi^B conditions were submitted to both Mr. Vulliamy, 

hurst, and Mr. l^nt. It also appears that the tenders were to include the 
estimated cost of the clock complete. Mr. Airy laid down fifteen principal con- 
ditions which were to be followed, the chief of which were, that the frame was to 
be of cast-iron ; the wheels of hard gun-metal, with steel spindles : the pallets 
were to be jewelled, and the escapement a ^ad-beat one. Furlhor, the pen- 
dolom was to be compensated ; tl^ train to have what is cidled a remontoire. 


• It is worthy of note that both Mr. VnlUamy and Mr, Dent died before the 
completion of the Great Clock. 
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action ; the minute-hand to have a discernible motion at certain definite inter- 
vals ; and the striking machinery to be arranged so that the first blow for each 
hour was to be accurate to within a second of time. 

In April, 1847, Mr. Vulliamy transmitted to the Board, through Sir Charles 
Barry, his drawings and specifications, but without any estimate, having pre- 
viously declined to become a competitor under Mr. Airy’s conditions. The ten- 
ders of Mr. Dent and Mr. Whitehurst were about this time also forwarded to the 
Board, and were, together with Mr. Vulliamy’s plans, submitted to Mr. Airy. 
In M^, 1847, Mr. Airy rejmrted to the Board to the effect that having examined 
their fHetories, either Mr. Dent or Mr. Whitehurst were capable of constructing 
the clock satisfactxirily, noticing the great diff’erence between the two estimates 
sent in, Mr. Whitehurst’s being 3373^. and Mr. Dent’s ItJOOZ. : but admitting 
that he could not account for it, unless on the supposition that Mr. Dent M'as dis- 
posed to construct the clock at a loss, for the sake of the reputation he hoped to 
acquire by making it ; whereas he jiresumed Mr. Whitehurst’s was a paying 

S rice. He finally decried to offer any suggestion as to which of the two caudi- 
ates should be employed. In a separate letter to the Board, Mr. Airy remarks 
upon the plans, &c., of Mr. Vullianiy, which had been submitted to him, as 
wanting notliing in regard tt) provisions for strength, solidity, or size, but that 
they failed in delicacy of action ; amounting simply to a large village clock, but 
of a very superior character. 

From M^, 1847, to Januar 3 ', 1850, nothing further was done in the matter of 
the Great dock ; and at that time Mr. Denison suggests a doubt in the preface 
to his book on clock-making, whether the clock would really ever be made at all. 

Shortly after this, however, this important and so much t alked-of work was 
finally placed in Mr. Dent’s hands, and in 1854, we find it had already been at 
work for two years, in the very place where it at present stands (October, 1866) 
in Mr. Dent’s factory. 

The merit of the design of the Westminster Clock is due to Mr. Edmimd 
Beckett Denison, M.A., a gentleman who has devoted very considerable time to 
the study of clock and watch-making, and who has at various times introduced 
mauy important improv emonts in their construction. The dials of the clock are 
to be twenty -two feet in dianiett'r, the hugest in the world with a minute hand; 
the larger (uals on the Continent having only hour hands. The minute hand, on 
account of its great weight, and the velocity at which it must travel, together 
with the action of the wind upon it, will require about twenty times as much 
force to drive it as the hour hand. Moreover, the clock going a week instead of 
a day, again very considerably increases the weight and strength required, espe- 
ciallv in the siriKing parts. It is stated that with hands of the size intended, it 
would be impossible for the clock to go, even as well as an ordinary church 
clock, if there w'ere no remontoire work, and this has therefore been adopted. 
It has, in fact, a train remontoire and a gravity escapement. The train remon- 
toii'o is for the purpose of giving a visiUe motion to the hands at every half 
minute, when the point of the minute hand will move nearly seven inches. The 
gravity escapement is adopted because it is more independent of these peculiar 
causes of vibration which are found to afiect clocks in such a position as the 
Westminster Clock will occupy. The great wheel of the going part is twenty- 
seven inches in diameter ; the pendulum is fifteen feet long, and weigts 
6821bs. ; and the scape-wheel, wnioh is driven by the musical-box spring 
on the third wheel, weighs half-an-ounce. All the wheels, except the scape- 
w'heel, are of cast iron, but with the teeth cast, not cut, and all have five 
spokes. 

The barrel is 23 inches diameter, but only 14 inches long, as this part will not 
require a rope above i inch thick, and 55 turns in the 8i days, for which that 
part is to be capable of going, though the striking parts go only 7^ days, so that 
in case of an accidental omission to wind it up on the proper day, the clock may 
not stop, but proclaim the neglect by silence. The second wheel is 12 inches in 
diameter, with a lantern pinion of 12, driven by 180 teeth on the great wheel ; it 
has 120 teeth, and drives the pinion of the spring remontoire and the fly. This 
part has all the back pivots on the great clock-frame, and the front ones on an 
intermediate bar laid upon two cross ones, the width of the frame for the 
striking parts being very nearly 6 feet, whereas only 2 feet is required for that 
of the going part. The leading-off arbor, however, comes to the front of the 
great iramc, and there are the snails for discharging the striking parts, and also 
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tho first pair of bevelled wheels, which are 16 inches in diameter. The winding 
arbor also comes through the front frame. 

The size of the hour bell, which was originally given as 14 or 15 tons, and 
therefore above 9 feet in diameter, and nearly 8 feet high, fixes the size of the 
striking parts ; for that determines the weight of tho hammer, which must not 
be leas than 4 cwt., according to the usual proportion, with a rise of at least a 
foot ; it will probably be cast from the pattern of the pendulum bob ; and that, 
with a proper allowance for loss by finction, &c., fixes the striking weight at 
something more than a ton and a half; and that requires a wire rope of a cer- 
tain thickness (6*10 in.), which must have a barrel of a certain length and 
diameter for such a number of coils as will give the most convenient arrange- 
ment of tho striking cams, which are 18 in number, cast on a wheel of 37 indies 
in diameter; and that size again was necessary in order to keep all the wheels 
clear of the ban*el. The cams are inches thick, the same thickness as the 
great wheels ; and the hammer lever is of corresponding size. The winding 
wheel on the end of the barrel, both of the hour and quarters, is of tho same size 
as the respective gi’eat wheels, and as a double multiplying power is required for 
winding up, the second winding wheel and its pinion are also the same as those 
of the tram in each ease ; these winding wheels push out of gear with the great 
winding wheels, but not with their own winding pinions, which are made long 
for tlie purpose. There is a contrivance for stopping the winding when the clock 
is going to strike, as the winding of each of the striking parts will take two 
hours. The second w heels are a little more than IS in(*hes in diameter. The 
second train wheel in each striking part drives a bevelled wheel, which drives 
the flv above the clock on a vertical arbor, as in the Exchange clock, in order to 
keep it out of the way of people winding or examining the clock. The great 
wheels all have 180 teeth ; the second wheel of the hour-striking part has 105 and 
a pinion of 16, so that it turns two-thirds round at each blow, and the lifting 
cylinder upon its arbor has 3 segments cut of it, and two of them are passed at 
each blow — proliably a novel arrangement, but the most convenient here with 
reference to the numbers of the leetli. 'I’he size of the hour-bell also determines 
that of the quarters ; the largest quarter bell will bo about the same size as the great 
bell of Hf. Paul’s, which weighs .5^ tons. In the quarter part the arrangement 
is much the same as the hour. The eight cum wheels, which in fact form a cWme 
barrel for the eight hammers of the four ludls, have been mentioned already. 
The levers are 19 inches long from the arbor to the end v^hich is pulled down by 
tlio cams, and the wire goes up from near tho end, the wheel turning, so that 
the weight acts as directly as possible on the levers, with nothing but ififferential 
pressures either on their arbor or on that of the great wheel. The great wheels 
m this part are 38^ inches in diameter, and tho whole mass of tho barrel, great 
wheels, and cam wheels weighs no less than 17 cwt. This clock may be said to 
be at least eight times as large as a full-sized cathedral clock, since the wheels 
are rather more than double the size in exery dimension. The whole of the 
wheels, except the fly wheels and winding pimons, lie on the top of the great 
frame, which is a trussed girder frame 19 inches deep (like the girders of the 
Cr}'8tal Palace), resting on two walls 11 feet apart, which come light up from 
the bottom of the tower. The frame is 16^ feet long, and the striking pulleys 
about 2\ feet in diameter, and pivoted in. To test the strength of cast-iron 
teeth, a segment of one of these great wheels was tried up to breaking point, 
and it bore a pressure of 6 tons, and then only broke from the pinion not bear- 
ing quite flat upon it ; the heaviest weight w'hich the teeth can have to bear in 
action will be a^ut half a ton. 

The pendulum of the clock is a compensation one, t. e., it is so contrived that 
the centre of the bob is always kept at the same height.^ Various contrivanoes 
have been adopted from time to time for the purpose of compensating pendu- 
lums, the old form being known as the gridiron pendulum, which was composed 
of nine alternate bars of brass and iron. This was superseded by a pendulum 
of the same form, but composed of zinc and iron. 

The iron rod which runs from top to bottom, ends in a screw with a nut for 
adjusting the length of the pendulum after it was made hj calculation as near 
the right length as possible. On this nut rests a collar, which can slide up the 
rod a uttle way, but is prevented from turning bv a pin through the rod. On a 
groove or annular channel in the top of this collar stands a zinc tube 10 feet 
6 inohes long, and nearly half an iuen thick, made of three tubes all drawn to- 
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cether, so as to become like one ; for it should be observed that cast sine cannot 
be depended on ; it must be drawn. On the top of this tube or hollow column 
fits another collar with an annular groove much like the bottom one. The object 
of these grooves is to keep the zinc column in its place, not touching the rod 
within it, as contact might produce friction, which would interfere with their 
relative motion under expansion and contraction. Bound the collar is screwed 
a large iron tube, also not touching the zinc, and its lower end fits loosely on the 
lower collar ; and round its outside it has another collar of its own, fixed to it, 
on which the bob rests. The iron tube has a number of large holes in it down 
each side, to let the air get to the zinc tube : before that was done it was found 
that the compensation lagged a day or two behind the changes of temperature, 
in consequence of the iron rod and tube being exposed while the zinc tube was 
inclosed without touching the iron. The bottom of the bob is 14 feet 11 inches 
from the top of the spring, and the bob itself is 18 inches high, with a dome- 
shaped top and 12 inches in diameter. As it is a 2-second8 pendulum, its centre 
of oscillation is 13 feet from the top, which is very near the centre oi' gravity of 
the pendulum, and higher than usu^ above the centre of gra\uty of the bob, on 
account of the great weigh!, of the compensation tubes. The whole weighs 
6821b., which is half as heavy again as the Post-office clock pendulum, which was 
before the heaviest probably in the world j it has a wooden rod with an iron bob. 
The same proportions hold for zinc compensation pendulums of smaller size, 
the zinc tube and the iron tube being always nearly two-thirds of the length of 
the main rod. The compensation action is this : the iron rod and tube both let 
the bob down as they expand, and the zinc column pushes it up ; and as the 
ratio of expansion of iron to zinc is *41, it will be found that by the above propor- 
tions the centre of oscillation w-ill remain at the same height. 

Two other kinds of compensation pendulums are in use, the one consisting of 
a wooden rod, with a long lead bob resting on a nut at the bottom ; the other 
^ing the merourial pendulum. The best form of the latter being those in which 
the mercury is enclosed in a cast-iron jar, into the top of which a steel rod is 
screwed, with its end plunged into the mercury. By this arrangement all ac- 
quire the new temperature at any change more* nearly together than when the 
mercury is in a glass jar, hung by a stirrup at the bottom of tlie rod. 

The kind of escapement adopted by Mr. Denison for the Westminster Clock 
is a remontoire, or gravity escapement, in which the three teeth, or legs, are 
bent, so that the liftmg-pms and the points of the teeth lie alternately on the 
radii of a hexagon. The pins are plain bits of brass wire riveted into the 
Boaw-wheel, which is of steel. 

The pins raise the pallets by the projecting faces, and the long teeth rest on 
the stops, which are bits of steel screwed on, and hardened after they are ad- 
justed. The points of the teeth are about six times as far from the centre as the 
pins are, and consequently their pressure on the stops is not enough to hold the 
pallets up if they do by accident get thrown too high ; and thus the eftects of 
approximate tripping are prevented, for the pallet immediately falls down again, 
and rests against the pin which lifted it until the pendulum returns and carries 
it OS’ ; moreover, the friction at unlocking is thus rendered insensible. The 
beat is adjusted by two thumb screws, vrith broad and slightly convex steel heads 
set in the pendulum rod, which are embraced by brass fork pms from the bottom 
of the pallets. In turret clocks, where there* is plenty of room, there are no 
beat screws, but the fork pins are made eccentric and so adjustable by the nuts 
which fix them to the pallets. In the finest clocks the lifting faces of the pallets 
are jewelled, so that no oil is required. In turret clocks, however, there buff 
been a striking proof that the escapement is sufficiently independent of oil, for 
the first of these clocks was sent out to the cathedral at Fredericton, and the 
person who takes care of it reports that be could observe no variation of the arc 
during winter, even while the oil was frozen as hard as tallow. A very material 
feature in this escapement is the fly, which is set on the scape-wheel arbor, with 
a friction spring, just like a common striking fly. It is tms which moderates 
the velocity and^renders it safe against tripping, and against any damage to the 
teeth from an accidental run, the motion of 60 deg. at each l^t being quite 
enough to render the fly effective. In tnrret clocks flie fly is made about 6 inches 
longm each vane, and 1^ broad; in regulators, or clocks of astronomical size 
about long and f broad. The stop, which is strude upwards, should be set a 
little higher than the soape-wheel centre; for if not, the blow has a tendency to 
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throw the pallet out and make it trip, if the force is much increased; the other 
stop may be about on a level with the centre, and the distance of the pins from 
the centre may be about l-36th of the distance of that centre from the p^let 
arbors ; the weight of the pallets should be such as to make the pendulums swing 
not less than 2°, nor more than 2i°. In regulators, the distance of centre has 
been generally made 6 inches (the scape-wheel being put near the bottom instead 
of the top of the frame), and in turret clocks 9 inches, except in the great West- 
minster Clock, where it is 12 inches, on account of the great size of the pendu- 
lum, which was made before this escapement was invented. Besides the other 
advantages, it supersedes the necessity for a long and heaxy pendulum, which is 
generally wanted to resist the variations of force in the escapement ; but hero 
no such variations exist, at least none that reach the pendulum. 

In working the Westminster Clock, wire-rope has been used in preference to 
hempen, not only because it lasts longer, if kept greased, but because a suffi- 
cient number of coils will go on a barrel of less than half the length which would 
be required for hemp ropes of the same strength without overlapping, which it 
is as well to avoid if possible, though it is not so injurious to wire ropes as it is 
to hemp ones. By this means also the striking cams can always be put on the 
OTeat wheel insteala of the second wheel, which saves more in friction than could 
be imagined by any one who had not tried both. In the groat Westminster 
Clock it was thought of so much consequence to get the striking from the great 
wheel, both in the hours and in the quarter chimes on four bells, that eight cam 
wheels are used for the quarters, ns some of the blows are rej)eatcd on the same 
bell too closely to get sufficient drop for the hammer levers wriithout using two 
alternate hammers to each bell. If if had been made on the plan first proposed, 
of strildng from the second wheel, and the friction aggravated by a number of 
pulleys and hemp ropes, which must have been an inch and a half thick, the 
strikmg weights would probably have been nearly four tons each, although they 
have the enormous fall of 170 feet ; and the clock would have taken a whole day 
to wind up. As it is, they will be a ton and a half each, allowing a waste of 
about a quarter of the force, in friction^ and in the interval between the fall of 
the hammer and its beginning to rise agam. 

In the case of the Westminster Clock, the annoyance of the clattering of the 
clicks, during the several hours it will take to wind up, is got rid of by stopping 
their drop on to the teeth by check springs, for which there is plenty of room. 

AVe have thus given what we fear will be considered a somewlmt imperfect 
description of the Great Westminster Clock, and have noticed some of the chief 
points of interest which render it different from any clock which has yet been 
constructed. For most of the facts given above we are indebted to the small 
treatise on Watch and Clock-work by Mr. Denison, as also to the article in the 
eighth edition of the EncyclopoicUa Britannica, We are also indebted to the 
present Mr. Dent, and his manager, Mr. Smith, for the assistance they have at 
all times rendered us in explaining many of the minute parts and most ingenious 
pontrivances which characterize tms beautiful piece oi mechanism. — From the 
Engineer for October 31, 1850, which see for illustrations of the clock and its 
details. 


THE GREAT BELL FOE THE WESTMINSTER CLOCK. 

This Bell has been cast at Norton, near Stockton-on-Tees. When 
raised from the pit, and sounded for the first time with a clapper of 
7 cwt., the casting was said to be clean, and the tone fine. The 
diameter is 9 feet 5^ inches ; the height outside, 7 feet 10^ inches ; 
inside 6 feet 8 inches : it shrunk less than was expected in casting. 
The note is E flat. The bell has the following inscription 
running round it, just above the sound bow : — Cast in the 20th 
year of the reign of her Majesty Queen Victoria, and in the year of 
our Lord, 1856, from the design of Edmund Beckett Denison, Q. C.; 
Sir Benjamin Hall, baronet, M. P., Chief Commissioner of Works.” 

1 • . • 3 11 I* <1 1 11 *1 - 1 1.1 
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of the founders and patentees of the mode of casting which has been 
adopted for it, — “John Warner and Sons, Crescent Foundry, Crip- 
plegate, London.” The quarter bells will now be proceeded with : 
the largest of them will be 6 feet in diameter, and will weigh about 
4 tons, and is also to be cast at Norton. The weight is now stated 
to be 15 tons 18 cwt. 1 qr. 221bs. or 16 tons within a small fraction. 
The thickness is 9| inches at the soundbow, where the hammer 
strikes, and in the upper part, being very nearly l-12th and 
l-36th respectively of the diameter of the mouth, 9 feet 5 4 inches. 
The great bell had to be sent down from Norton to West Hartlepool by 
railway, being too wide for any train meeting it to pass. The com- 
position is 7 of tin to 22 of copper, melted twice over, as in speculum 
metal, to secure a perfect allo;y. The metal is nearly as hard as 
spring steel, and much harder than is usual in modem bells, in which 
the proj)ortion of tin is less than in the best old ones. When the 
bell arrived at Westminster, it was hung for trial at the foot of the 
clock- tower, with a clapper of half a ton, pulled by five or six 
men.^ 


CITY OBSEBVATOKY AND TIME-BALL. 

A TIME-BALL for the City has been erected on the roof of the pre- 
mises of Mr, French, the eminent goldsmith and watchmaker of 
62, Cornhill. This observatory is in direct communication and con- 
nection with Greenwich Observatory, the Government ball at Deal, 
and those of the Electric Telegraph offices in the Strand and at 

• Mr. Denison, in a discussion at the Institute of British Architects, has 
stated the following list of th(‘ largest Bells in the world, according to the best 
information he could get from various sources ; — 


Weight. Diameter. Thickness. Ifote. 
Tons. Cwt. Feet. In. Inches, 


The great bell of Moscow, broken in 1737 

193 


21 


23 


Bell at the Kremlin, fell in 1866 . . . 

63 






Pekin 

63 






Kovogorod 

31 






Vienna, 1711 

17 

14 

9 

10 



Sens 

16 

0 

8 

.7 



Westminster, 1856 

14 

0 

9 

2 

9 

Eflat 

Erfurt, 1497, “ Maria Glorioso” . . . 

13 

16 

8 

n 


F 

Notre Dame, Paris, Louis XIV. . . . 

12 

16 

8 

7 

7\ 

F probably 

Montreal, 1847 

12 

15 

8 

7 


F 

Cologne 

11 

3 




York, 1846 

10 

16 

8 

4 

8 

F sharti 

Bruges 

10 

6 




G 

St. Peter’s, Borne 

8 

0 





Oxford, 1680 

7 

12 

7' 

■ 1 
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Antwerp 

7 

3 




Exeter, 1676, very thick in the waist . . 

5 

11 

6 " 

’ 4 

6 

A? 

Lincoln, 1834 . ......... 

6 

8 

6 

lot 

6 

A 

St. Paul’s, 1709 

6 

4 

6 

n 



Ghent 

4 

18 





Boulogne, modem 

4 

18 



... 


Old Lmcoln, 1610 

4 

8 

6 ' 

‘ 3t 

... 

B 

Fourth quarter bell Westminster, 1866 . 

4 

0 

6 


6 

B flat 


The Westminster Great BeU has been named after Sir Benjamin Hall, Bart., 
the Chief Commissioner of Woods and Works, “Big Ben.*’ 
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Liverpool, and is discharged every day at one o’clock by electric 
current from Greenwich direct ; it being the positive, exact and instan- 
taneous mean time issued by the Greenwich Observatory. The ball 
is fixed in a very elevated position, on one of the highest spots in 
London, and is visible to the shipping in the river. The apparatus is 
surmounted with a cross, to which the ball is wound up previously to 
each discharge, the cross terminating with the cardinal points, and 
a vane. The whole is 150 feet above the level of the Thames. 
The instrument for locking and unlocking the ball is ingenious. The 
shaft, air- cylinder, and piston are of great size and power. The 
air- cylinder breaks the fall of the ball, and prevents concussion, 
although the weight of the ball and piston and rack which fall with 
it is no less than 5 cwt. Great credit is due to Mr. Sandys, the electric 
telegraph machine maker, who erected the ball, which is of zinc, 5 *6 
diameter, 16*6 circumference, and would contain 12 persons sitting 
round a table inside it, with 6 inches to spare. At a quarter before 
one, a detent drops into a notch in the periphery of the hour-wheel, 
within a minute of the hour a similar operation is performed upon 
the minute-wheel, and within a second of one o’clock a third detent 
locks a roller on the arbour of the seconds’- wheel, thereby detaining 
it (the pendulum still oscillating) until the arrival of the current at 
one, when the magnets attract an armature which releases the train 
and allows the clock to proceed. 


DEEP-SEA SOUNDING INSTRUMENT. 

Captain T. Spratt, of H. M. steam- vessel [Spitfire, who has for 
some time given his attention to the best means for obtaining correct 
soundings at great depths, and tried several appliances for this 
purpose, has submitted to the Hydrographic Department of the 
Admiralty the following description of a Deep-Sea Sounding Instru- 
ment, which appears to possess considerable ingenuity, simplicity, 
and neatness : — 

“The inventor of this new and clever instrument,” says Captain Spratt, “is 
Carmelo Bonnici, a Maltese, and the blacksmith of the Spitfire since she was 
commissioned in 1851. 

“Several other instruments for this object having been previously mode by 
him, in the course of the past year he produced the one now recommended for a 
fair trial in depths and conditions that do not occur in the sea I am now em- 
ployed in.* But it has answered perfectly in depths of 300 fathoms and under ; 
and I have no doubt will answer equally well in any depth yet reached, where 
it is desirable for the weight to become detached on reaching the bottom, and 
not possible during its descent. 

** The advantage it possesses over the American instrument, of a rod passed 
through a shot, descru)ed by Lieut. Maury, U.S.N., and which has been so gene- 
rally used by Lieut. Lee, in the recent voyage of the U.S. ship Dolphin in the 
Atlantic Ocean, is obvious at first examination, viz., in its application to any 
kind of weight that can be slung with a simple white Une becket or loop. Thus, 
a pig of baUast, an old fire bar, or an elongated weight of any kind can be used; 
whi^, from its more rapid descent than a spherical body (a shot as used bv 
Heut. Lee, U.8.N.), possesses great advantages under circumstances of sound- 
ing where there is a superficial current. 

“ With the instrument is used a small cup or hoUow cylinder, containing some 


♦ Viz., the Black Sea. 
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arminc to brine up an indication of tbe bottom. This is fastened to the instru- 
ment by a small wire or line, and is attached by the two projecting points that 
act as springs to grasp the end of the weight, if sufficiently pointed or to apiece 
of stick lashed to the pig of ballast or weight for the purpose. 

“ It will be seen that the weight is taken up by the instrument by placing the 
arms in such a position as to open the double hook connected with the arms. 
And with the arms placed erect, the sinker is held by the instrument during its 
descent ; but on reaching the bottom it becomes released through the two 
arms falling downwards by their gravity. 

“ This instrument being one that may be of great use in every survey, I trust 
the inventor will meet the reward his ingenuity merits, and that it may be gene- 
rally adopted in all our surveying vessels." 


NEW NAUTICAL INSTRUMENTS. 

Me. K. TIbedee, of the Underwriters’ Rooms, Liverpool, has 
invented an instrument which is a combination of a universal dial 
and chronometer, by the aid of which horizontal bearings in any 
latitude may be ascertained at any time of day. The accuracy of 
the instrument depends upon the correctness of the chronometer by 
which the index is moved, and its adjustment to the meridian of 
the place. It is said to be well adapted for correcting the errors of 
the magnetic needle, and would be useful in high latitudes, where 
the needle acts inaccurately, or, as in many instances, not at all. 
Captain Comstock, of the British and North American royal mail 
steam- ship Baltic, and Captain Clarke, of the ship Boston, have 
given testimonials of the efficacy of the invention as applied to 
navigation. 

Mr. W. D. Gray, master mariner, of London, has patented the fol- 
lowing apparatus for indicating the course or direction and distance 
run by a ship. He employs outside the hull of the ship a fan or 
screw, placed below the keel, which fan or screw revolves with the 
action of the water as the ship moves through it. By means of an 
axle, cog-wheels, &c., it communicates a rotiitory motion to a rod, 
which in its turn gives rotatory motion to a cylinder by another set 
of cog-wheels ; and this cylinder is in contact with one end of a 
feeding tube, and has small cavities indented on its circumference. 
The apparatus is also furnished with a magazine for holding small 
shot, communicating with the other end of the feeder. The action 
of the apparatus is such that the shot are conveyed by a number of 
flexible tubes to a like number of bags suspended around the cir- 
cumference of a disc, which disc is poised at its centre on a pivot, 
like the magnetic needle, so that it can incline or dip in any direc- 
tion whenever a preponderance of shot in the bags may cause it to 
do so. On one surface is printed the points of the mariner’s com- 
pass, and on it is also placed a small ball, which acts as an indicator 
to show the point of greatest inclination, which it does by its 
gravity, the disc having a raised edge to prevent the ball from 
rolling off. The point thus indicated is the course of the vessel, and 
the distance is obtained by ascertaining the force with which the 
said disc inclines, which is done by placing at the point exactly 
opposite the point of inclination a weight sufficient to balance the 
disc. A steelyard is used to facilitate this operation. — Mcdiunlcs' 
Magazine, No. 1719. 
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WATER-METERS. 

In a paper read to the Institution of Civil Engineers, by Mr. T. 
T. Jopling, ''On Recent Improvements in Water Meters,” it was 
shown, that there had been at least eleven distinct classes of Meters, 
and probably not less than ten varieties in each class, which could 
be taken as one hundred and ten distinct inventions. They 
might be divided into two great classes : — high-pressure meters, 
i.e., working under the direct pressure of the mains, and delivering 
the water without any sensible diminution of the pressure ; and low- 
pressure meters, wliich, receiving the water under pressure, merely 
delivered it into a cistern, or other receptacle, generally situated at 
the top of the building to be supplied. The latter class was asserted 
to be generally the best, especially in those cases where the con- 
sumption was large and irregular, — as that of brewers, dyers, 
bleachers, calico-printers, &c. Of this class, Parkinson’s was said 
to register accui-ately under all circumstiinces of change of head, 
and velocity, or quantity delivered. The piston, diaphragm, puff- 
bag, and screw-meters, were tlien successively described. In re- 
ference to Siemens’ meter it was asserted, that it was in principle 
simply a turbine, or a Barker’s mill, and that it partook of the eiTors 
of those machines, which no superiority of manufacture, or skill in 
invention, could entirely overcome. It could not register so small 
a quantity as would not give impulse to the machine. It had also 
been remarked that, in some situations, it was liable to become cor- 
roded, which materially lessened the speed, and that, in some in- 
stances, the meters had actually been stopped. 

WARSAW WATER- WORKS. 

We learn with much pleasure from Warsaw, that the Emperor 
Alexander has presented Mr. John Head (eldest son of Mr. Jere- 
miah Head, of Ipswich) engineer of the water-works in that city, 
with a magnificent gold ring, set with eight diamonds, accompanied 
by a letter, thanking him for the zeal and energy which he has 
displayed in the construction of these water-works. 

The engines were manufactured by the Messrs. Ransomes and Sims, 
of Ipswich, under the superintendence of their late engineering ma- 
nager, Mr. Henry AVarriner, and consist of a pair of high-pressure, 
condensing, expansive beam engines, of forty horse power ; their 
superior construction and excellent finish have elicited the highest 
encomiums from numerous scientific gentlemen who have inspected 
them. — Mechanics' Magazine, No. 1736. 


EXCAVATING MACHINES. 

Mr. W. J. Curtis, Islington, has invented an improvement in 
combining machinery for excavating land for constructing tunnels. 
For this purpose, a rectangular or suitable form of frame, of a 
size depending on the intended tunnel, is constructed ; and is ar- 
ranged, when placed in an upright position, to be moved forward 
by hydraulic pumps or mechanical means pressing against the 
work which has been completed. There are three uprights ; the two 
£ 2 
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outer ones have reversed screw threads formed thereon, in such 
manner that a screw nut on each of them, when caused to rotate, 
shall ascend its upright, and then, when it arrives at the end, again 
descend. These nuts turn between two plates, which carry an 
endless chain, and chain-wheels by which the chain is carried. 
The central upright is a shaft which gives motion to the chain-wheels 
and chain. In order to cut or remove the land in front, the 
chain carries ploughs or cutters, which cut away the land in front 
as the chain is caused to move. The central upright or shaft is 
put in motion by a steam-engine, which moves on suitable rails up 
to the work. Kails are also laid as the work progresses, so that 
trucks may bring up bricks and materials to build up and form the 
tunnel, and the earth is raised into the empty trucks by suitable 
buckets or lifters, put into motion by the steam-engine. 

kind’s system op mine- boring. 

Mr. Kind has been engaged in boring a new Artesian well in the 
Avenue Charles X., at the angle of the Avenues St. Cloud and 
Petit Parc, near Paris, for the purpose of supplying the ornamental 
lakes of the Bois de Boulogne. A paper has been commuTiicated to 
the Academic by M. Dumas on the subject, from which it appears 
that Mr. Kind has undertaken to bore a well 29 inches in diameter, 
and continue the sinking, if necessary, to the depth of 2500 feet, 
and thus obtain a daily supply of 10,000 cubic meters of water, 
being nearly equal to the volume of water delivered by the Seine 
through the Pont de la Tournelle at Paris. The boring was com- 
menced on August 2nd last, with a diameter of about 41 inches. For 
some time, when the operations were through marl and chalk, the 
average daily progress was 10^ feet ; then, through sand, it was re- 
duced to 8 j to 10 feet ; and having reached another stratum of chalk, 
containing boulders, the speed was 5 feet, the depth being then up- 
wards of 980 feet. By May 1st next, it is expected that the enormous 
depth of 2360 feet from the surface will be attained, being more than 
490 feet deeper than the Artesian well at Grenelle. The sole 
motive power is a steam-engine of 24- horse power. 

MINING MACHINERY. 

Mr. W. Eadley has patented certain improvements in machi- 
nery, apparatus, materials, and processes for preparing and treating 
auriferous, argentiferous, and cupreous rocks, minerals, and alluviums. 

This invention relates — 1. To the preparation of the rock mineral 
and alluvium. If the substance is quartzose or trappcau the 
inventor breaks it into pieces a hen’s egg in size, and subjects it 
to calcination in a close kiln, with or without an alkaline or earthy 
sulphide or chloride, during one to four hours, at a full red to 
white heat, and withdraws it into water, preferably hot, and thus 
renders it more friable and easy to crush and grind. 

2. To crushing and grinding. The material to be erushed is to 
be introduced into a “gyro stamper” constructed thus: — A basin 
or mortar of cast iron or stone, of the general form of an apothe- 
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cary’s mortar, is used ; but, instead of being hemispherical in its 
cavity, it is preferred to make it a paraboloid, and identical with 
one-half, or less than one-half, of an ellipse sectionally of small 
eccentricity, cut in its transverae diameter. To this mortar is 
adapted a pestle-head of cast-iron, steel, or stone, in the general 
form of this well-known instrument, whose lower surface shall 
answer to that of the elliptic mortar, and occupy from one- half to 
two- thirds of the concave surface of the same. 

3. To the machinery for effecting the amalgamation of gold and 
silver as a separate operation ; and consists of an amalgamating 
barrel, a mercury retort and furnace, and an amalgam separator. 

4. To exposing pyritic minerals, before or after the process of 
auriferous amalgamation and the action of the atmosphere, in 
beds, heaps, or layers, underlaid with conduits leading to tanks te 
collect and resen’^e the solutions percolating through. Upon these 
beds of material water is thrown from time to time in a shower to 
imitate rain. 

5. To those quartzose or trappeau rocks, minerals, and also allu- 
viums, wherein the gold, silver, &c., is in such a state of combi- 
nation, or is otherwise in a metamorphic condition, that none of 
the previously described processes can separate them therefrom ; 
and consists in acting upon the substance, before or after calcina- 
tion, but preferably after being pulverized, first with dilute sulphuric 
acid to separate all matters that may be found soluble therein ; and, 
secondly, after washing and subsidence, with a proper mixture of 
hydrochloric and nitric acids within a Woolfe’s series of any con- 
venient material, or with chlorine produced from any ordinary 
generative mixture — ^the rock mineral or alluvium being diffused in 
the compound acid in the one case, and in water in the other. 

6. To the sulphurous fumes escaping or liable to escape from 
the processes of calcining or washing pyritic substances generally, 
and consists in the collection of such fumes, and their conversion 
into sulphurous and sulphuric acids. 


STEAM-HAMMERS. 

Mr. Naylor, of Norwich, is stated to have made an improvement 
in the Steam Hammer, consisting in its adaptation to all descriptions 
of work brought under it. It can deal with a small piece of iron 
with the greatest precision — be it never so small — or it can eflJciently 
operate upon a piece of iron six or seven inches thick. It can be 
made to strike a light or heavy blow at will, and, if necessary, the 
light and heavy blows can be given alternately, while it is dealing 
two hundred blows a minute. The rate of working may, moreover, 
if desired, be reduced to less than one hundred blows per minute. 
Most power hammers obtain their force by their accelerated velocity 
in their fall. Consequently, when working upon a large piece of iron, 
the greatest force is necessary ; but, as the distance of the fall of the 
hammer is reduced by the thickness of the iron it is operating upon, 
the full power of the hammer cannot be exercised. Mr. Najdor has, 
however, a provision for this difliculty ; for by his peculiar and 



72 


YBAB-BOOK OP PACTS. 


exactly weighed, and the balance-lever, by its position, directs a 
spout to the opening, leading to the division-boxes, which receive 
the light, the medium, and the heavy pieces. At the same moment 
the sliding movement impels the blank pieces into the conducting 
spout, making room thereby for succeeding pieces to fall upon the 
table of the balance-lever of the machine. By such continued action 
the machine proceeds uniformly to weigh, as before mentioned, 
from twenty to thirty pieces per minute, a cone of pulleys regu- 
lating the different speeds. The weights used with these machines 
are crystals, by which the change of temperature, so materially 
affecting metallic substances, is thoroughly guarded against. 

Nearly similar machines, also of Mr. Cotton’s invention, are used 
at the Bank of England for the weighing of light coin brought to 
that establishment. The difference in the arrangement of the 
machines used at the Bank from those at work at the Eoyal Mint is 
simply as follows : — The Bank machines are directed to only two 
results, namely, light and standard weights ; while those at the 
Mint have three separate actions, namely, the weighing of gold and 
silver pieces, standard, light, and heavy — boxes being ingeniously 
contrived to receive each of these classes. The machines are manu- 
factured by Messrs. D. Napier and Son, the eminent engineers, and 
are specimens of highly-finished workmanship . — Daily News. 


A NEW WEIGHINO INSTRUMENT. 

A NEW Weighing Instrument has been invented by Professor 
Kaeppelin, and called by him the Hydrostat.” It is based on the 
same principle as Nicholson’s aerometer. 

The ^‘hydrostat” consists of a cylindrical case filled with air, 
hermetically closed on all sides, and entirely immersed in a vessel 
containing water, where it forms, as it were, a float. (In places in 
which the temperature is at freezing point, alcohol must be substi- 
tuted for water.) Two plated steel wires are connected to the air 
case or float, and rise out of the water vertically. These wires are 
fixed to the extremities of a horizontal beam, having at its centre a 
rod, to which are suspended two dishes, placed one over the other. 
One of these dishes is for the weights which have been required to 
immerse the float ; the other is intended to hold the substances to 
be weighed. 

The instrument is made use of in the following manner : — Firsts 
the fixed point at which the horizontal beam is stopped must be 
noted ; then the substance to be weighed is placed on the proper 
dish, and weights removed from the other dish till the instrument 
returns to the original point of immersion. The weights removed 
will indicate the weight of the substance weighed. 

The precision of &e instrument will depend on the thickness of 
the steel wires, as the water displaced by them regulates the last 
and smallest fractions of the course of the float. The nicety of the 
instrument arises from the absence of all ffiction except that from 
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-the contact of the water against the surface of the float. It is, 
therefore, especially applicable for weighing precious stones, &c. 

Changes of temperature afi'ect the volume of the float as well as 
tke density of the water ; the “ hydrostat ” must, therefore, always 
be brought back to the fixed point, whenever it has departed 
from it. 

The instrument has been applied with success by Messrs. Hauss- 
mann, Jordan, Him, and Co., of Colmar, for weighing cotton in the 
manufacture of table-cloths. — Monitem' Industrid; Mechanics* 
Magazine, No. 1713. 

siemens’ improved air-pump. 

In this instrument, as the ingenious patentee informs us, “ an 
ossentially new feature, if not, indeed, virtually a new principle also, 
has been introduced into the construction of this important machine. 
The new Air-Pump consists of two cylinders, differing in magnitude, 
of which the smaller is applied either to the bottom or top of the 
larger, while the valved pistons belonging to each respectively are 
attached to the same piston rod. The air withdrawn from the re- 
ceiver, or other vessel intended to be exhausted, is condensed in the 
lower cylinder into one- fourth of its original volume ; and conse- 
quently always possesses sufficient elasticity to pass through the dis- 
charging valve and escape into the atmosphere, the opposing 
pressure of which on that valve is thus counteracted in a perfectly 
novel manner.” 

The new air-pump (manufactured by Messrs. Knight) is cheaper 
than those of the ordinary construction, especially when its perfec- 
tion is taken into consideration ; and, ceteris paribus, if a well-made 
pump, of any of the ordinary constructions, will rarefy the air to 
99-100, the new one would carry the rarefaction up to 
999,999-1,000,000, if a certain valve could be rendered automatic ; 
but, as it is, it will produce a vacuum approaching to the perfection 
assigned, in proportion to the smallness of the force required to open 
the said valve. Those who may require a powerful and perfect 
air-pump will do well to inspect this machine, the capabilities of 
which were exhibited to us by Mr. George Knight. — Chemist. 

grat’s azimuth and amplitude instruments. 

Mr. Gray, of Liverpool, has invented a method of arranging 
Azimuth and Amplitude Instruments in connexion with ships’ bin- 
nacles, or compasses, in the following manner. On the top of the 
binnacle shade a short metal cylinder is fixed, which has at the 
upper end a glass disk divided round its circumference into 860®. 
These divisions will be rendered visible at night by a lamp in the 
binnacle. On the upper end of the metal cylinder is applied a re- 
volving ring, which carries a standard to which a telescope is jointed, 
so thai it can be elevated or depressed at pleasure. Opposite to the 
telescope a mirror is fixed, at an angle of 45® from the vertical, so 
that when the telescope is placed horizontally it looks into the mir- 
ror, which reflects &e divisions on the glass circle. When an 
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observation is to be taken, the glass circle is set to correspond with 
the binnacle compass, and the object is viewed through the telescope, 
which is then placed horizontally, and the angle on the glass circle 
read off. There is a line drawn on the mirror to render the reading 
more accurate. — Mechanic^' Magazine, No. 1721. 


NEW THEODOLITE. 

Mr. Metford has produced a New Theodolite, combining several 
improved arrangements ; the more important of which are a tra- 
versing stage, and a curved arm, upholding the transit axis. The 
stage is so constructed, that the whole instrument can be moved, in 
any direction, one inch from the centre ; and the curved arm is so 
attached to the main centre, as to allow of a transit motion, thus 
making this theodolite equal to an altitude and azimuth instrument. 
This substitution of a curved arm, for the heavy works at present 
generally employed, entirely prevents the usual topheaviness, and 
greatly reduces the total weight. After six years’ use, the instru- 
ment has been found to work and wear perfectly steady and well. 

The lionzontal limb holds a circular level, compass, and memoran- 
dum slates, and the transit telescope can be used through it, for very 
depressed angles. The limbs are divided in a simple way, to read 
to decimals, eitlier of degrees, or minutes, as well as to seconds. The 
construction of the pivots gives great stability, on account of their 
having the broad bearing flanges usual in levels ; and the addition 
of the rectangular eye-piece will enable the observer to remain in 
one position for all observations, and will be useful in tunnelling, 
&c. There are, also, improvements in the levelling apparatus — in 
attaching the transit telescope to its axis, — in the construction of the 
diaphragms, — in the long level, — ^in the check telescope, — in the 
setting of the object glasses in their cells, to facilitate their being 
cleaned, — in lighting the wires, and in fixing the instrument in its 
box. It is submitted, that the small weight of the instrument, com- 
pared with its power, — its capability of horizontal motion, — its 
great steadiness in use, — the balance of the optical work to the 
power of the limbs, — the gi'eat range of the vertical circle, it being 
320®, — the addition of the circular level, and the many minor im- 
provements, combined with its compact and graceful appearance, are 
worth attention. The instrument has been constructed by Mr. King, 
jun,, of Bristol . — Proceedings Institute Civil Engineers, 


THE HOBBS LOCK PICKED. 

The IlHm Independent asserts that the Bay Newell Lock, manu- 
factured at New York, commonly known as the ** Hobbs Lock,” has 
at last been picked by Lynus Yale, jun., of the adjoining village of 
Newport. It slates: — "the exact modus operandiof picking the 
lock, of course, is not expected to be made known to the public just 
at present ; but it is sufficient to say that, by a singular and inge- 
nious method, the action of the key upon the curve of the tumblers 
of the lock is mapped out, and from this a wooden key is made, 
which unlocks and locks the lock, and in all respects operates on it 



MECHANICAL AND USEFUL ARTS. 


Vi» 

as perfectly as the true key. In this respect the lock was opened in 
the presence of the cashier of the Dairyman’s Bank, New’port, N.Y.. 
and of the president of the Port Stanwick Bank, Rome, N.Y. And 
within a few weeks was so opened a 300- dollar lock on a jeweller’s 
safe, in Wall-street, New York ; from all of whom certificates to 
this effect have been taken. This statement of course will astound 
the world, but it is even true .” — Wolverhampton Chronicle. 

NEW SPHYGMOSCOPE. 

Dr. G. 0, Rf.es has described to the Royal Society a new Sphyg- 
moscope, or instrument for indicating the movement of the heart 
and blood-vessels : — 

The Sphygmoscope consists of a small chamber containing si^irits of wine or 
other liquid, provided with a thin India-rubber wall, where it is to be applied to 
the chest. At the opposite extremity the chamber conminnicates with a glass 
tube, which rises to some height above the level of the chamber. Liquid is sup- 
plied t(i the instrument until it stands in the tube a little above the level of the 
chamber. The pressure of the column of li(][uid in the tube acts upon the elastic 
or yielding wall of India-rubber and causes it to jirotrude. Tliis protruding part 
or chest-piece is very readily afleeted by external impulse; it yields to the 
slightest touch, and, lacing i)ushed inwards, causes a displacement of the liquid in 
the non-elastic chamber, and forces a portion of liquid up the tube. The pro- 
truding wall of India-rubber is driAcn inwards hen it is brought in contact 
with that portion of the chest which is struck by the apex of the heart, and a rise 
in the tube takes place. When the heart retires, the India-rubber wall, affected 
by the pressure of the column of liquid in the tube, is pressed back, follows the 
chest, and permits the liquid to descend. The degree to which the India-rubber 
wall is forced in by the apex of the heart is denoted by a corresjionding rise in 
the tube, and the amount of protrusion of the India-rubber wall which takes 
place when the heart retires is denoted b> a corresponding fall in the tube. The 
tube is supplied with a graduated scale to denote the rise and fall with exacti- 
tude. The glass tube is provided at the top with some contrivance, such as 
a brass screw and collar, to prevent the egress of the liquid when the instrument 
is not in use, or a bulb with an orifice may be supplied. When employed, the 
glass tube is left open to permit of the passage of tne air to and fro. 

The sphygmoscope is mounted upon a stand. The chamber and tube are 
fitted to a norizontal arm, which is made to move up and down so as to carry 
the instrument to the desired height. The base is so made as to secure the 
requisite immobility. 

The glass tube is a foot or more long, and the round boro is about the onc- 
eighth part of an inch. If the bore be much larger, the movement will be 
inconsiderable ; if much less, capillary attraction wiU interfere and prevent free 
motion. 

When the instrument is to be employed, mounted upon its stand, it is placed 
upon a firm table with the chamber projecting beyond it. The person whoso 
heart is to be examined is seated upon a firm chair, with his chest erect and free 
from motion. 

The duration of the impulse of the heart upon the chest is well measured by 
this instrument : the time occupied by the rise is the time occupied by the 
impulse. 

The instrument, placed upon the heart, indicates strokes of that organ which 
are so feeble as to have no corresponding pulse at the wrist. 

No pause whatever in the movement of the liquid has been at any time ob- 
serveawhen the sphygmoscope has been carefully placed so as to receive the full 
beat, and fall back with freedom. This would go to show that the heart, how- 
ever slow, is in constant motion, and, contrary to the belief of many physiolo- 
gists, enjoys no pause. 

The sphymoscope indicates with exactitude both the absolute and 
the comparative influence upon the heart, of food, cordials, stimulants, 
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and tonic medicines. It does the same in respect to depressing 
causes, such as hunger, cold, and sedatives. 

With the aid of this instrument the fact is demonstrated that the 
action of the heart may be great when the pulse is small. It is 
found also that, while cold at the surface and extremities may 
depress the pulse, the heart may remain little enfeebled, or even be- 
come excited, and that warmth and friction applied to the extremi- 
ties may cause an excited pulse without there being any accompanying 
increased force of the heart. 

The sphygmoscope reduced, deprived of its stand, having a level 
elastic wall instead of protruding one, and having a glass tube with 
an almost capillary bore, forms a remarkably delicate indicator of the 
pulse. It is so delicate in its impressions that it is appreciably 
affected by the regurgitant wave in the jugular veins, and by the 
wave in arteries greatly smaller than the radial. From its nicety in 
manifesting the beat of the blood- wave, it is very valuable, and is 
called the hand-sphygmoscope. 

By means of this hand instrument applied to the arteries, a com- 
parison is readily made between the time of the beat of the heart and 
the rise of the arteries under the influence of the blood-wave. 

WRITING IN THE DARK. 

Mr. W. K. Palmer has patented certain improvements in 
writing desks, which can be used in the dark, or after a person has 
retired for the night ; or by the blind, or those with weak eyesight. 
The inventor constructs a box about 10 inches long, 6 wide, and 8 
deep. The top, for about half its length, is hinged at the end so as 
to be elevated, and underneath it is a cylinder on which is wound a 
continuous sheet of paper, which as it is unwound passes up over 
the unhinged portion of the top which forms a writing tablet, and 
then between two cylinders worked by a finger- wheel. The unwind- 
ing of the paper is regulated by a pawl which falls into this wheel. 


construction of granaries. 

Amongst the practical results of the Paris Universal Exhibition, 
the introduction of M. Fluent’s Granaries is not the meanest. 
Their object is to preserve the com sound, even in great masses. 
They are constructed so as to form a division of compartments 
(silos), all on one line, and occupying the whole height of a build- 
ing. The grain is passed through hoppers, each being regulated by 
an especial trap. Towards the end of the silo, the grain does not 
descend perpendicularly, but is prevented by a number of dia- 
phragms, placed one above another, at an angle of 45®, and extend- 
ing all the length of the silo. In consequence of this division in 
small and vertical compartments, the mass of grain becomes divided, 
and has to glide down in a diagonal line. The interval and the 
dimensions are thus distributed so as to allow the passing of the 
grain upon the whole length of the compartment, which passage 
takes place at a rate made uniform by the equality of friction. At 
the issue from the vertical silo, the grain is conducted through a 
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spout, when it is seized by an Archimedean screw, at each winding 
of which there is a littJe palette, which turns the grain as would a 
shovel. It is thus conducted into a small reservoir, whence it is re- 
conducted to the top of the granary, above the upper orifice of the 
vertical silos. Here it is taken hold of by a sieve, which agitates it 
again, and makes it descend into a sort of rain on the lower mass. 
— Builder, No. 684. 


FIBROUS BLABS. 

The dome of the new reading-room at the British Museum, now 
in course of completion under the direction of Mr. Sydney Smirke, 
has been lined with slabs or sheets of a fibrous material, for which 
a patent has been obtained ; and which, combining many of the 
properties of wood, is adapted to almost every puri)ose to which the 
various descriptions of wood are applied. It is also applicable to 
many purposes for which marble, slate, lath and plaster, or internal 
brickwork, are now used : and the price, we are told, will not 
average more than one- half the cost of woodwork, or other materials 
now in use. 

To render wood available for purposes where the ordinary width 
of boards (9 to 13 inches) is insufficient, it is requisite to join two or 
more boards together, by what is technically termed “glueing up,” 
an operation involving much labour, expense, and loss of time, and 
attended with all the contingent risks of shrinking, expanding, 
splitting, winding, &c., as well as natural imperfections. This 
fibrous material can be manufactured in sheets or slabs of any re- 
quired thickness, length, or width. They are usually made in sizes of 
13 feet by 7 feet ; but these dimensions may be greatly increased. 

It appears to be uninflammable ; a non-conductor of heat or 
sound ; free from dry-rot, shrinking, expanding, splitting, or wind- 
ing ; easily worked or bent ; and is applicable for large panels, ceil- 
ings, floors, and partitions. 

Each panel at the British Museum, composed of three pieces, is 
22 feet long by 11 feet 6 inches wide : and these, in their spherical 
form, are raised from the ground to a height of 110 feet, and fixed 
in one piece to the roof. — Builda*, No. 684. 


METAL ARCHES. 

Mr. G. a. Taboubin has patented a new system of Metallic 
Arch, proper for the construction of bridges, arcades, vaults, roofs, 
and all other such purposes. The fractional arches of this system 
are generally made of cast-iron united together by jointed under 
lugs, somewhat like the legs of a pair of compasses, or the parts of 
a folding foot-rule ; a central joint bolt is passed through the under 
lugs. Each beam or girder forming a complete arch, is composed of 
as many fractional arches as may be required to form the total 
length of the whole beam or arch, the length of each fractional beam 
or arch having been previously determined. The beams or girders 
are laid up in parallel lines, at a suitable distance from each other, 
so as to form bridges, vaults, or arcades of the required breadth. 
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They are then united by single bolts passing though the centre of 
the lugs, which are separated by tubular transoms traversed by the 
same bolts. 

SHEER LEGS AT THE VICTORIA (LONDON) DOCKS. 

These Sheers were erected and proved at the Victoria Docks, 
Black wall, in June last (1856), under the direction of Mr. George 
P. Bidder, V. P. Inst. C. E., Engineer-in-Chief to the Dock Com- 
pany ; and from the designs of Mr. Pobert Mallet, Mem. Inst. C. E. 
The execution had been intrusted to the late firm of C. J. Mare, 
and Co. , Orchard-yard, Blackwall, by whose assignees the work was 
completed in a most creditable manner, under the charge of Mr. 
Hynes, foreman of the erecting department. 

The three main legs are formed of boiler plate, hollow and tubular, 
each in form of a parabolic spindle. The two front ones being 
thirty inches in diameter at the centre of the length, and the back 
one thii’ty- three inches, and each about sixteen inches diameter at 
the ends — the length being from 100 to 102 feet. This construc- 
tion of sheers in lieu of the enormous built-up masses of mast 
timber of which they are usually formed, as in the Government 
and other dockyards, is novel in this country. The advantages are 
great durability as compared with timber (which rapidly rots at the 
lower end of the pieces), economy in first cost, and immensely 
increased strength and stiffness, with saving in top weight. 

Several of the details of construction in these legs present features 
of novelty and of advantage. The total hoisting power is divided 
between two entirely distinct and separate sets of three and three 
blocks, either of which can be used separately for lighter loads, 
with saving in time, or, both used together, combine their forces, 
and evenly distribute the strain upon the whole twelve lines of chain 
by the arrangements made for working the two main purchase 
crabs, either together or separately. 

The traverse motion for the back leg has the advantages of great 
power, admitting of the sheer leg being, if required, traversed 
either in or out with the load all hanging, combined with great 
safety, as it is impossible for the carriage of the back leg to run 
or slip in any position, even though the traversing chain should snap. 

These legs were originally designed for being erected on stone 
foundations and with masonry footings to secure the anchor plates 
of the main back guys. Motives of economy, however, in relation 
to the soft under soil of the Victoria Docks, caused Mr. Bidder to 
decide upon erecting them upon a piled timber platform, and 
securing the anchor plates beneath a mass of concrete, with some 
piling in addition. The whole was found, on application ef the 
proof load, to stand without any symptoms of settlement. A large 
ship was dismasted with these sheers the day after proof. 

Mr. Mallet expresses his intention, in any future sheer legs, 
erected on this design, to carry back the tackle- fall chains from 
the snatch-blocks at the base of the front legs to the purchase-crane 
in small chain tunnels under the surface, and to cause the whole 
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of the traverse gear of the rear end of the back leg to travel in a 
sunk trough with the tramway at bottom. 

This was impracticable in the present timber platform foundation, 
but with a solid foundation would effect what has never yet been 
done with any traversing sheer legs — viz., to leave the ground 
beneath and all around the sheers quite clear and free for the 
movement of great and bulky loads in every direction, unobstructed 
by chains or obstacles of any sort . — Tlie Enrjineer for October 31, 
which see for illustrated details. 

STONE- CUTTING MACHINES. 

The great annoyance and expense caused by the repeated strikes 
of stone-cutters have been a serious drawback to the rapid execution 
of contract works. This evil has been more particularly felt in the 
Ordnance and Admiralty works now in course of construction at 
Milford Haven, and has induced Mr. Williams, one of the con- 
tractors for Dale Point Works, to apply himself to the construction 
of a machine, called the “Lithotemer,” for cutting stone which 
shall render contractors less dependent. 

The following is an outline of his plan of opei'ation : — The stone 
is first fixed on a horizontal table to have its bed dressed : this is 
effected by cutters placed on an iron cylinder, or drum, whose axis 
is horizontal, and which revolves over the stone. The cutters are 
fixed on the drum in several series of rows, with vacant spaces 
between each series, so that when one series of cutters has done its 
work, and the vacant space is over the stone, the table on which the 
latter is fixed is moved forward to present a fresh surface for the 
next series of cutters, and so on until the bed is dressed. Wlien 
both beds are finished, the stone is removed to have its face and 
joints dressed in a similar manner by another drum, arranged with 
cutters like the above, but with its axis vertical. 

This machine is capable of dressing twenty superficial feet of lime- 
stone per minute, or a much larger quantity of any softer stone 
in the same time. — Builder^ No. 686. 

M. Eugene Chevallier has introduced a method of combining 
mechanical parts into a machine, in such manner that quick motion 
may be given to a wire, and be the means, when aided by a con- 
stant supply of sand or grit and water, of cutting stone. The wire, 
by the arrangement of the machinery, is caused to enter further 
and further into the stone, according as the cut into the stone is 
accomplished. For this purpose an endless wire, of soft iron by 
preference, is placed on two grooved pulleys which are at a distance 
apart. One of the grooved pulleys is driven or caused to rotate 
by any suitable power, by which a quick motion is communicated 
by a band of wire, which is kept distended by a weighted pulley 
acting on a part of the endless band of wire, at a distance from 
where the cut is being made by another part of the endless wire. 
The stone to be cut (when the cut is to pass completely through it) 
is placed on a suitable bed or stand so as to be supported above the 
level of the floor between the two pulleys or wheels which cany and 
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more sets of concave brushes, and a small feed-brush dipped into a 
contiguous trough supplies the blacking. The spindle being put into 
revolution carries with it the annulus of brushes, and the shoes or 
boots being presented to the revolving brushes are cleansed, blacked, 
and polished in an effectual maimer. It is clear that in a machine 
of this kind the brushes may be applied either externally or inter- 
nally upon the revolving annulus, and the machine may be made to 
brush clothes as well as shoes, taking the precaution to employ 
different circles of brushes for the different purposes. The maclnne 
is put in motion by a band from a steam-on gine, or other moving 
power. — Mr, Bourne^ in the llluslratid Londvn NtivSf No. 818. 


NEW METHODS OF PRESERVING WOOD. 

Professor Apelt, of Saxony, proposes to use the so-called sul- 
phureous coal of Oppelsdorf, a peculiar coal, which is not to be found 
elsewhere, and which consists of finely- divided marcassite (Fe S®, 
Fe S) for about two-thirds of its weight. This coal has that remark- 
able peculiarity of preserving wood by a simple process, which 
chiefly consists in allowing the sulphuret of iron in the coal to change 
into sulphate of the protoxide of iron. The plan of working is as 
follows ; — 

The sulphureous coal of Oppelsdorf havinc been changed into ‘^Nitriolie** 
coal, is brought into immediate contact with tne wood about to be preserved, 
whilst the oonl, by its hygroscopic nature, attracts the humidity of the atmo- 
sphere, and by its" being exposetl to the influence of rain, the sulphate of iron 
contained in the coal is dissolved, and penetrates slowly and gradually into the 
wood, and impreguates it. Thus the mere contact of the powers of nature 
achieves the process of imprecation with a metallic salt, which by any other 
method can only be performed by art and by the employing of certain fixed 
apparatus; and it is most remarkable that, according to this method, a power of 
nature, that is, humidity, is called upon to effect the preservation of the wood, 
which, under other circumstances, is the most injurious agent. But not only a 
natural impregnation is obtained i here)>r, but also the progressive mineralization 
of wood, wnich is the chief point to be effected, aproblem in artificial impregna- 
tion still unsolved. This may be proved theoretically as well as practically. 

The rot is produced by the tannin of the wood, which has a great affinity for 
oxygen, uniting with oxygen, and thereby forming ” ulmin,” the so-called efllo- 
rescentoro (mulm). This oxygen is introduced into wood, which, like pine- 
timber, rots from the interior, much more by the humidity penetrating it than 
by the action of the atmosphere. B'ow, if the penetrating fluid contains a solu- 
tion of sulphate of iron, the protoxide of iron, which is changed at the same 
time by combining with the oxygen into oxide of iron, unites with ^the tannin of 
the wood to form gallate and tannate of iron, whereby the formation of ** ulmin" 
is prevented, and uie rot rendered impossible.* 

Mona. C. F. L. Oudry, of Paris, has patented the application of 
copper or other metals on iron, zinc, and other metals and their 
alloys, and also upon wood, paper, cardboard, and stone, having first 
covered them with an isolated coating of a composition susceptible 
also of preserving, waterproofing, and metallizing them, and which 
coating is a conductor of electricity. The copper is applied to any 

* This produces a decomposition of the metallic salt. The protoxide of iron is 
changed into oxide of iron, and penetrates in the cells in the shape of infinitely 
small cnratals, imperceptible even under the microscope. This substitution 
causes the grsdual agglomeration of these smaU crystals to take the original 
shape nf the plant oeUs. 
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desired thickness by ordinary electro- chemical nieans, and serv’es to 
presei-ve the metal or other substances thus covered from oxidation 
hy the action of the air, water, or the humidity of the earth. The 
composition may be made of metal or metallic salts, combined with 
essential oils or greases, and resins, gums, bitumen, or asphalte, 
according to the nature of the articles to be covered over, and a 
conducting property is given by adding copper, graphite, or other 
metallic powder. 

A method of charging the sap-tubes of timber with preserving 
fluids has been adopted at Paris by Dr. Broucherie, and the prepared 
timber applied as telegraph-posts, railway- sleepers, &c. A cross 
cut is made on the prostrate timber to nearly 9-lOths of its diameter: 
a wedge is then inserted, and a cord is wound round on the cut sur- 
face, leaving a shallow chamber in the centre, which is then closed 
by withdrawing the wedge. A tube is then inserted through an 
augur-hole into this chamber, and to this tube is attached an elastic 
connecting- tube from a reservoir placed some 20 or 30 feet above the 
level in which the wood lies, and a stream of the saturating fluid 
with this pressure passes into the chamber, presses on the sap in the 
sap- tubes, expels it at each end of the tree, and itself supplies its 
place. The fluid used is a solution of sulphate of copper in water, 
in the proportion of 10 per cent., and a chemical test that ascertains 
the presence of the copper solution is applied at each end of the 
tree fi*ora which the sap exudes, by which the operator ascertains 
when the process is perfected. Several French commissions have 
investigated both the process and its effects, and have, it is said, 
reported favourably of its results, showing that the soft Scotch fir, 
green from the wood, may in a few days be cheaply rendered capable 
of resisting damp and weather more effectually than heart of oak in 
its unprepared state. 

A NEW CEMENT AB HARD AS MARBLE. 

M. SoREL has submitted to the Academy of Sciences, at Paris, a 
New Cement of great solidity, which consists of a basic oxychloride 
of zinc, obtained by moistening oxide of zinc with the liquid chlo- 
ride of the same base, or in another chloride isomorphous with the 
chloride of zinc ; for example, protochloride of iron, manganese, 
nickel, cobalt, &c. These chlorides may be replaced with liydro- 
cliloric acid. 

He obtains a cement so much the harder as the chloride is more 
concentrated and the oxide more heavy. He employs washed resi- 
dues arising from the manufacture of white zinc, or else calcines to 
redness ordinary white zinc. He employs chloride of zinc, marking 
from 60® to 60® of Beaum^’s areometer; and in order that the 
cement may set less quickly, dissolves in the chloride about three per 
cent, of borax or sal-ammoniac, or else calcines the oxide, arter 
liaving moistened it with water containing a small quantity of 
borax. 

The mastic or cement obtained by the combination of the above 
substances may be run into moulds like plaster. It is as hard as 
F 2 
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marble ; cold, moisture, and even boiling water are without action 
on it. Its resists 300“ C. (576® Fahr.), and even the most powerful 
acids attack it only very slowly. 

The new plastic matter is not expensive, but its cost may still be 
considerably diminished by being mixed with the oxide of zinc, 
metallic, silicious, or calcareous matters, such as iron filings or 
borings, iron pyrites, blende, emery, granite, marble, and all hard 
calcareous matters. Soft matters, such as chalk and ochre, will 
not do. 

The highest and most varied colours may be given to the new 
cement, which allows of its being used for tables and mosaic pave- 
ments of great hardness and beauty. M. Fontenelle, the sculptor, 
has used it with success for this purpose, and mosaics formed with 
the new cement may be seen in the choir of St. Etienne- du- Mont, 
at Paris. 


INDURATED MARBLE. 

Mr. H. C. Page has patented an improved method of Indurating 
Marble and Stone, and of permanently fixing colours therein, when 
colouring matters are applied thereto for producing a variegated 
pattern or device on the surface thereof. To indurate light coloured 
stone and marble, the patentee proceeds as follows : — With a soft 
brush or sponge he wets the surface with a solution of two parts of 
lime and one pearlash ; he then exposes the stone to a gradual heat 
until it is dried through, and has become sufficiently hot to melt 
white bees’ -wax, which he next passes quickly over the surface 
thereof. The process for producing a variegated pattern or device 
in colours on marble and stone is as follows : — The surface should 
be clean and fine, but not polished, and the colouring matters are 
applied thereto, and are disposed according to the taste of the 
artist, after which the stone is subjected to a sufficient degree of 
heat to melt wax when applied thereto, and when wax is so applied 
the colouring matters become perfectly fixed. 

BRICK AND TILE MAKING MACHINERY. 

Mr. J. Kobebth has patented an invention in Machinery for 
Moulding Bricks and Tiles, in which there are at intervals, in a cir- 
cular track, separate sets or series of moulds fixed. Each mould 
has within it a piston or moveable bottom, which, when the clay or 
brick eai*th is introduced into the mould, is in the lowest position. 
Heavy rollers are made to revolve around the circular track and to 
press on the clay or brick earth, and when they have pressed the 
clay into a series of moukls, in passing over the end of a lever (to 
which all the pistons of the series of moulds are connected) they 
cause the lever to raise the whole of the pistons of such series, and 
thus lift the bricks or tiles above the upper edges of the moulds, to 
be removed by hand. 


chamberlain’s brick-machine. 

In this machine the clay is fed into a horizontal pug-mill, which 
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cames it through a cylinder working the clay, and forcing it out in 
one continuous stream through an oblong aperture, somewhat the 
shape of a brick with round corners, it being a hict known to those 
connected with brick machinery, that so large a body of clay as 50 
inches cannot be expressed through an aperture with sharp comers 
to make the edge of the brick, the angles causing so much more 
friction than any other part ; it lias therefore been the practice with 
this class of machinery to perforate the aperture, or make hollow 
bricks, that the tongues to form the perforations may cause such 
friction or resistance in the centre of the escaping aperture as to 
force the clay into the corners, and thereby in gome measure meet 
the difficulty ; but this is again balanced by the extra expense re- 
quired in the preparation of the clay, as, if not of the finest quality, 
it will not pass the sbirp comers smooth. To obviate these diffi- 
culties, in this machine the aperture delivers the clay with round 
comers, which is then received between four rollers, covered with 
porous fabric, which compress the block of clay into an oblong 
mass, the size and shape of a brick edgewa 5 's, with sharp arrises. 
The stream of clay is then caiTied on an endless web to the self- 
acting cutting-frame, which, as the clay moves, is put in motion 
from connexion with the four rollers which foi-m the block of clay, 
the roller being driven by a belt from the gearing of the pug-mill. 
If the rollers have the slightest motion given them from the machine 
being fed with clay, the wire is put in action and traverses at an 
angle in the same direction in which the clay is travelling, thereby 
making a square cut while in motion. As soon as tlie wire has cut 
off one brick, it changes its action and cuts otf the next at the oppo- 
site angle to which it before traversed. The bricks pass on to the 
end of the machine, and are received on pallet-boards by the boys 
in attendance. 

The advantages of this machine, according to the patentee, are as 
follow : — 1. That the clay is thoroughly amalgamated in the pug- 
mill with some clays requiring scarcely any previous preparation. 2. 
That the bricks are made of such a stiffness as to bear walling six 
high at once, which effects a saving of 50 per cent, in floor room. 
3. That bricks of greater density are obtained through the great 
pressure the clay receives during manufacture. 4. From the stiff- 
ness of the clay used, less water has to be evaporated in drying, 
saving one-half the time required for hand-made bricks, and the risk 
of loss from bad weather, &c. 5. llie machine is on one frame and 

portable, of the most simple construction, very strong, and not likely 
to break or get out of order. 6. By this machine 2000 bricks can 
be made per hour with from two to four-horse power, depending on 
the stiffness and quality of the clay . — BmldeVy No. 682. 


VENTILATING BRICK- WORK. 

Mr. F. Lloyd, of Snow-hill, London, has devised a plan of 
arranging hollow bricks, designed especially to afford cheap, simple, 
and effectual ventilation, particularly in the humbler classes of dwell- 
ings. By this arrangement, the air is conducted from the mantel 
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to tlie upj^r part of the room, '«vhere it is delivered v^^arm, the 
warmth being acquired chiefly from the smoke-flue, whereby an 
economy of heat, and consequently of fuel, is obtained. This 
anaiigement, besides giving perfect ventilation, tends to prcventthe 
annoyance of a smoky chimney, and to give uniformity of tempera- 
ture to all parts of a room. 

Another arrangement is also shown in which hollow bricks fonn, 
at the back of the fire-place and smoke-flue, air- flues, which may be 
carried to any desired height, and to the right or left, in the same 
or other rooms. By this means part of the heat of the back of the 
smoke- flue, instead of being suffered to escape at the chimney -top, 
may be carrie<l to any room, and be the means of giving warmth 
and ventilation to rooms not provided with a tire-place. In cases 
where a large 8ui»ply of fresh air is required, as in barracks, lodging- 
houses, &c. , the four sides of the smoke-flue are to be carried up 
with the hollow bricks. Hollow mantel-pieces are in course of 
manufacture, in pottei y, which will be cheap, of a neat appearance, 
and occuj>y less space than brick-work. In first-class houses a 
hollow box- mantel of mai hle could be used as the air-conduit, instead 
of the brick and wood mantel described above as a cheap means. 
The air- vents at the ceiling could he easily masked by an o^ien orna- 
mental coniice. 

The plan above described may be seen in operation at Mr. 
Looker’s Brick Works, Kingston-on-Thames, and those interested in 
sanitary improvements are especially invited to see it. 


JUCKES’ FUKNACE BARS. 

Heretofore when furnace bars have been in short lengths, and 
made into a continuous chain, they have not admitted of one bar 
being replaced by another, without considerable inconvenience ; but 
the chain of bars has had to be divided across in order to take out 
the bars when broken, W’oni, or injured, in order that they might be 
replaced by others ; and this was because of the transverse pins or 
axes (w’hich coupled the short bars into a cham) being of a cylindrical 
form, passing through circular holes in the bars. Mr. Juckes, of 
Islington, the patentee of tlie revolving furnace, has recently intro- 
duced an improvement, which consists of making the circular holes 
in the bars with narrow outlets below, and in employing transverse 
pins or axes, w’ith the sides reduced or cut away, so that the diameter 
of each in one direction may be less than in the other direction, the 
lai^r diameter agreeing with the diameter of the holes through the 
bars, and the ampler diameter agi'eeing with the outlet, thus ad- 
mitting of a bar being removed when such axes are placed and 
held in one direction, but not admitting of the bars being removed 
when the axes or pins are turned in the other direction . — Mechanics 

Maf/azlnc, No. 1736. 

FIRE-PROOF MATERIAL FOR FURNACES. 

Mr. David Hill, of Tipton, Stafibrdshire, forge-manager, has 
patented an invention for ** preparing a material capable of resist- 
ing fire, and esi>ecially suitable for the interior of puddling and 
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other furnaces.” In this preparation, the inventor employs materials 
that have been subjected to the greatest heat that furnaces excite. 
The combination consists of limestone and ironstone, or the cinder 
from furnaces, which are melted together and cast into moulds. 
The proportions of materials may be varied, but tlie following are 
preferred ; — one- sixth part of limestone, and two-third parts of iron- 
stone or cinder. These are mixed together and fused. Mr. Hill’s 
experience as a forge-manager has no doubt taught him that the 
vitrified slag of the furnace is well adapted to resist the heat by 
which it has been melted, and in this respect it accords with the 
observations of Mr. Truran, that the vitreous covering of the bricks 
protects them from the farther action of fire. The specification of 
the invention is one of the shortest on record : the descriptive part 
and the claims only occupy twelve lines. 

NEW MUSEUM ON THE KENSINGTON GORE ESTATE. 

An unsightly building has been erected upon the lower portion of 
the Kensington Gore Estate, not far from Tidnity Church, Bromp- 
ton. '*The cost of the article,” says the Builder, “with the fit- 
tings, is estimated at 15,000i., a sum which might surely have 
been increased by a small per centage extra for the sake of appear- 
ance. The only imaginable excuse for its ugliness is the allegation 
that the structure is to be merely a temporary one ; but this is 
scarcely consistent with the declaration of the Board of Tiade Report 
to the Treasury, that ‘ it will at all times and for a lengthened 
period prove of much service. ’ The Report in question is the last in 
an Appendix to the Third Report of the Exhibition Commissioners of 
1851, which Report, comprising 273 pages, and containing plans of 
the Gore estate, and of the new museum, has been print^ for Her 
Majesty’s Stationery Office. 

‘ ‘ A ccording to the specification given in the appendix to this 
Report, the building covers an area of 3700 square yards, exclusive of 
the galleries, which give an additional space equal to 2700 yards, 
making an entire space for exhibition of 6400 yards, or 1 J acre. 
The walls of the building are composed of cast-iron uprights or 
standards, placed 7 feet apart, and tottled to a foundation-frame of 
timber. The spaces between the columns are filled up with ewTU- 
gated sheets, and the interior of the walls lined with boarding, 
tongued and grooved. 

“ The building is covered by three segmental roofis, each 42 feet 
span, supported on the outside walls, and on two intermediate rows 
of columns. The trusses are of malleable iron, 7 feet asunder, and 
covered with corrugated dieets, A skylight, 12 feet wide, and raised 
18 inobes from the surface, runs along the entire ridge of eadi roof^ 
the sides being fitted with moveable wrou^t-iron louvres. 

“ GaUeries 42 feet wide run down each side of the building, and fill 
up the whole space beneath two of the roofs. They are oonnected 
at the ends by cross galleries 21 feet wide. And these galleries are 
carried by a system of longitudinal and cross girdere — the longitu- 
dinal girders being placed 14 feet apart, and at an equal distance 
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from the outside walls, and supported by columns placed 14 feet 
asunder. The cross gprders spring from each of the standards of the 
outside walls, the principal ones resting on the interior columns, and 
the intermediate ones being tottled to the longitudinal girders. 
J oists are fixed between the cross girdem, and the flooring spiked to 
them. The galleries are fenced by a light trussed railing, and lighted 
by the skylights in roof.” 

The design, or rather the want of design in this building, has been 
invariably condemned in every journal wherein it has been noticed. 
It is hard to say with precision for what purpose it has been erected ; 
but, surely, in these days of Government Commissions and Depart- 
mental de^ings, a little taste might have been displayed in this 
building, which cannot have emanated from the School of Design. 
When the pupils from the provinces see this tasteless work, they will 
form but a low estimate of the talent at head-quarters. — Ed. Year- 
Booh 


MUSIC HALL AT THE SURREY GARDENS. 

The roof of this new Hall (Horace Jones, architect) presents the 
following structural peculiarities : — 

The division of the roof is into five bays. The roof-framing is composed of 
main and intermediate ribs, which spring'from the floor level of the top gallery, 
and are cut to the cun’e, the main riba being 13 inches by 6 inches, in four 
thicknesses of IJ inch atuif, breaking joint and bolted together, and with a rib of 
wrought iron riveted, in the centre — an addition which is perhaps not necessary. 
The upper ends of these ribs are notched or tenuoned to a strong sill, at the base 
of the^ external lantern, and which sill running all round it, forms part of a sys- 
tem of framing after the manner of a queen-post truss. This system of roof is 
a modification of the well-known arrangement revived at the Exhibition building 
in Hyde Park, the Great Northern K^way Station, and other important works, 
and has been employed by the architect of the Surrey Music-hall in many 
instances, and successfully. It will be seen that particular care would be re- 
quired as to the sufficiency of the sill or continuous member at the heads of the 
ribs, and to the manner of notching or tennoning to it ; and which care in the 

S resent case has doubtless been taken. There is, however, a further important 
istinction between this roof and such as have the ribs built to compass the 
whole span. In the Hyde-park building the arched ribs were thought not to 
exercise thrust; and abutment, if provided, was, we believe, regarded only 
somewhat as a measure of urecautiou. In the other case, however, there being 
no tie, abutment is obviously the sole dependence for the safety of the structure. 
This the architect here has provided by bracing from the towers — that is, by a 
system of flraming, within the thickness of the gallery floor, and which may be 
compared to a trussed partition laid fiat. In some degree the contrivance re- 
sembles one used in iron, at the Crystal Palace, Sydenham. Further, the 
firaming at the opposite sides is connected at the ends ; and the whole principle 
and arrangement might seem free from objection. The district surveyor, how- 
ever, thou^t that tie-rods were still necessary, and these now detract much 
from the raect of the interior. The main and intermediate ribs are covered 
with rafters laid purlinwise,— every fifth or sixth rafter being a deep one running 
through the whole thickness, and to these last the ceiling rafters cut to the curve 
•re fixed. The purlin rafters are of course boarded for the zinc. The ceiling is 
relieved only by raouldinjgs on the main ribs and along the centre ; but the 
apaidal form of the ends gives it a good effect. The central portion, from end to 
end, it will be understood, is flat, — here there are three deep octagonal aper- 
tures, panelled with perforated zinc, and glazed at the top. — Builder^ No. 701. 

ON VENTILATION. 

A PAPER has been read to the Boyal Institution On Ventilation, 
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and the Means of determining its Amount,” by Dr. Bence Jones. 
The author stated, that he commenced the researches he was about 
to lay before the meeting by inquiries to discover how far any actual 
data existed, by which the Government Boards were guided in ven- 
tilating workhouses, prisons, ships, &c. He found that the Poor 
Law Board assigned the space of 300 cubic feet to each individual 
for the night, — but 150 for the day. He could not discover the 
cause of the adoption of these numbers ; nor why 300 cubic feet 
were thought necessary for eight hours, the average time passed in 
sleep, and 150 only for the remaining sixteen hours. Again, in 
lodging-houses, the police regulations are : that in every room from 
5 feet 6 inches to 6 feet high, 50 superficial feet of floor should be 
allowed to each individual, giving an extent of from 275 to 300 cubic 
feet ; but if the room should exceed the height of 6 feet (even by one 
inch) 30 superficial feet are deemed sufficient. In a room 6 feet 1 
inch high each person would thus have 183 cubic feet. The smallest 
space of air in which a human being was expected to exist was in 
some of the slave-ships. In one of these taken by the British 
cruisers, containing 311 persons, 14 cubic feet only were assigned to 
each. In the best slavers only about 28 cubic feet are afforded. In 
Her Majesty’s Navy from 76 to 1454 cubic feet are allowed between 
decks. As a contrast to these. Dr. J ones noticed the hospitals, par- 
ticularly the London Hospital and the new wards of Guy’s Hospital, 
where as much as 1700 cubic feet are assigned to each individual. 
Cubic space, however, he did not consider as any test of the whole- 
someness of a chamber, since a diver can live perfectly well with only 
a few inches’ space in his helmet, if the air contained in it be con- 
stantly changed ; while a man would die as surely in a very large 
room, if perfectly closed, as in a more confined one, but not so soon. 
Dr. Jones, therefore, proposed that in considering the healthiness of 
a room, the amount of change of the air and the superficial extent 
should be regarded, and not the cubic space. 

After giving a stetement of the quantity of air used by a man in 
twelve hours, the amount of carbonic acid given out in expirations of 
different lengths (a subject of considerable importance in estimating 
the amount of air which should be supplied to eveiy person), and 
showing, by an ingenious apparatus, the greater amount of carbonic 
acid in the latter part of an expiration, he proceeded to describe the 
apparatuses used to estimate the quantity of carbonic acid in any 
given amount of air. He then described the modification which he 
had made use of. This consists of a gas-meter, moved by means of 
a descending weight, which acts as an aspirator, and at the same time 
registers the amount of air which passes through it. To this is at- 
tached a system of U tubes, in which the air is perfectly dried by 
chloride of calcium, and the carbonic acid absorbed by caustic potash. 
The increase in weight of this tube indicates the amount of carbonic 
acid in the number of cubic feet of air which is pointed out by the 
gas-meter. 

Dr. Bence Jones also proposed to attach a gas-meter to the other 
extremity of the system of XJ tubes, which would record the amount 
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of air entering tibe apparatus ; the diflFerence of volume pointed out 
by the two meters would indicate the amount of carbonic acid ab* 
sorbed. Another method, which has some advantages in particulsr 
cases, is filling a graduated tube with the air to be examined, invert- 
ing it over mercury, and introducing some pieces of caustic potash. 
The carbonic acid is gradually absorbed ; and by lowering the tube 
in a mercurial trough till the mercury on the interior and exterior are 
of the same level, the volume can be read off. By taking necessary 
care, determinations of considerable accuracy may thus be made. 
The speaker then noticed the physiological effects of carbonic acid ; 
and stated his belief that in cases of death from breathing air con- 
taining carbonic acid, it was the carbonic acid already in the lungs 
which acts as a poison, the air inhaled being already charged with 
the gas refusing to take up an additional quantity. He concluded 
by alluding to the great want of an efficient system of ventilation in 
private dwellings, in most cases the chimney being the chief, if not 
the only, instrument for this purpose. 


marsdkn’s patent artery and vein system op ventilation. 

Mr. Marsden’s mode of ventilating sewers, public or other 
buildings, mines, tunnels, &c., consists of the action of a series of 
smsdl “vein” pipes, as he calls them, concentrating from various 
parts of the cavity, chamber, or locality to be ventilated, into one 
air-tight and trapped receiver, communicating with what he calls an 
“ artery but which, by parity of similitude, he ought, in fact, to 
call a great vein, the whole system being venous or concentrating 
and withdrawing, and not arterial and radiating and distributive, 
so far at least as regards the withdrawal of foul air through his 
ventilating pipes. These “arteries,” or Larger vein pipes, in turn 
convey the noxious gases collected by the smaller vein pipes onwards, 
either to a trunk vein or directly to a main-receiver, trapped, and 
leading them into an extracting shaft with fan, which, in the ven- 
tilation of sewers or mines, not only generates the suction pourer 
(worked by steam-engine or water jjoweri, whereby the gases are 
withdrawn, but also hands them up to furnaces prepared in a main 
shaft for their combustion. ‘ What Mr. Marsden appears more espe- 
cially to claim, is the idea of ventilation from various points by a 
concentration of “ vein” pipes, at once separating and enclosing 
the gases while conveying them away to trapped receivers and 
main- pipe conductors, to be expelled and consumed by modes already 
suggested and inde^ already realized. The reverse process or 
distribution of pure air to mines, &c., a true arterial system, — may 
be carried out through the same system of pipes and fans, &c. — 
Builder, No. 688. 

OIL FROM THE AVOCADO FEAR- TREE. 

The Avocado pear-tree {Laurus Persea), a native of the West 
Indies, produces a highly oleaginous fruit, which yields an oil that 
promises to be useful in the arts. The Governor of Trinidad lately 
forwarded some specimens of this oil to Professor Hofmann, w^ho 
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states tliat the oil has an acrid principle in it which he has been 
unable to separate, and also contains much mucilage ; but that 
when treated with a small quantity of sulphuric acid, after the 
manner practised in France for the refinement of rape oil, a very 
excellent oil for purposes of illumination was obtained, being, 
in fact, as good nearly as sperm oil. The oil is also very suitable 
for the manufacture of soap, either in its unbleached state or after 
having been bleached with chlorine. 


OIL FROM PETROLEUM AND COAL. 

Mr. Bancroft, of Liverpool, has patented a method of manu- 
facturing Oil from the Petroleum, or earth oil, found in Burmah and 
other countries of the East, which is as follows : — The crude petro- 
leum, or earth oil, as imported, is placed in a cast-iron still of ordi- 
nary construction, to the centre or body of which a spiral worm of 
copper is fixed, attached to a 8team-pi}>e passing out of tiie side 
near the bottom, and communicating with an ordinary steam-boiler 
capable of resisting a piessure of GOlLs. to the square inch. The 
copi>er worm should be open at the top, and terminate one foot 
above the cylindrical part of the still, or one foot within the dome. 
The still should be supplied with longitudinal copper condensing- 
pipes placed in an iron or wooden cistern line<l with lead, which is 
to be supjdied also with a steam-pipe communicating with the boiler, 
and filled with water. The still being charged with the crude petro- 
leum, the first part of the distillation is carried on by the aid of high- 
pressure steam l>eing passed through the spiral worm until the most 
volatile parts, among which is eupion, are driven off ; the steam so 
applied should not be less than fifty and not more than sixty pounds 
jiressure to the square inch. Fifty pounds pressure is found to 
answer in practice. The distillation is then continued, aided by a 
gentle fire placed underneath the still, until onc-fifth part of the 
contents of the still have i^assed over into the receiver, and that 
one-fifth part is found to be eupion nearly pure. The contents of 
the receiver are then discharged into another vessel, and kept sepa- 
rate from the further distillation which is continued, the fire being 
urged and the steam supplied to the still until the remaining ninety- 
five parts, or nearly so, have passed over; these will be impiu^ 
eupion, that is, eupion combined with other carbo- hydrogens, 
holding a large quantity of paraffine in solution, and called eupion 
oil, the production of which is the object of the second course of 
distillation. During the latter part of this distillation large quan> 
titles of paraffine and a small part of pyrelaine pass over ; and 
great care must be taken to keep the condensing pipes at a tempe- 
r.'iture of about 90 degi^ees Fahrenheit at the middle of the distillation, 
gradually raising it to about 120 degrees Fahrenheit towards the end. 
This object is obtained by means of the steam-pipe passing into the 
water contained in the refrigeratory cistern surrounding the con- 
densing- pipes. There will remain a residuum in the bottom of the 
still after the charge has been worked off, containing a small quantity 
of paraffine ; this is placed in an iron retort (similar to those used 
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in gas-works), and is heated to a low red heat ; paraffine vapours 
pass off, and are condensed by means of a straight iron condensing- 
pipe of at least three inches in diameter, issuing from the interior of 
the retort, and maintained at a temperature of about 120 degrees 
Fahrenheit, by passing it through a cistern of hot water kept at a uni- 
form temperature of 12^ degrees Fahrenheit, or thereabouts, through- 
out the distillation. The impure paraffine thus produced is mixed 
with the eiipion oil before mentioned, or it may be purified. A very 
useful oil called paraffine oil is now manufactured by Mr. James 
Young on a large scale. It is obtained from coal by distilling it at 
a low temperature. — Mr, Bourne^ in the Jllnstrated London News, 
No. 818. 


Austen’s improved candles and night-lights. 

Mr. a. J. Austen, of Price’s Candle Company, Belmont, Vauxhall, 
has patented an improvement in the manufacture of Candles and 
Night-lights, which has for its object an improvement in applying 
to the external surface of candles and night-lights harder or less 
easily fusible materials than that of which the interior is manu- 
factured. Heretofore, when manufacturing candles with harder 
materials externally, it has been usual to employ such harder mate- 
rials at their natural points of melting ; but this is objectionable. 
The present improvement consists in employing a solvent with the 
harder or less easily fusible material used, in order to reduce the 
melting point, and thus to facilitate its application to candles and 
night-liglits, the solvent quickly evaporating after the casing or ex- 
tenial coating has been produced. It is preferred to employ a mix- 
ture of stearic acid and white wax ; but other hard candle- making 
material may be used, combined with a solvent, when carrying out 
the invention. It is proposed to mix stearic acid with about five 
per cent, of white wax, and to dissolve these materials in a proper 
solvent ; and it is preferred to use about half their weight of ordi- 
nary, or the methylated spirits of wine. By rapidly dipping candles 
made of low melting materials, or night-lights, into this solution, 
and withdrawing them, they will be found to be covered by a thin 
film of hard material, which may be immediately handled. A simi- 
lar coating may also be obtjiined by pouring the solution of stearic 
acid and wax or other solutions of candle material into the ordinary 
moulds, and then pouring out the solution, so as to leave a thin 
casing of the material in the moulds, in like manner to what has 
before been done when using hard material in a melted state with- 
out solvent, and concluding the formation of the candles or night- 
lights by pouring in an inferior material, or one melting at a lower 
temperature. — Mechanics' Magazine, No. 1705. 


LAMPS FOR PARAFFINE AND NAPHTHA. 

Mr. W. Little, Strand, has patented the invention of Lamps 
for burning Paraffine and bituminous oils or Naphtha. Each lamp 
is made with one or more wick tubes, and each tube is filled with a 
wick of cotton. The wicks are not consumed as in oil lamps, but 
they last a very long time, and only require that the small portion 
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which is charred should at long intervals be scraped off the top of 
the wicks. When a lamp has only one wick tube, there is placed 
over the upper end of such tube a hollow cap open below, and it 
has a hole through it at its upper surface. Atmospheric air is 
allowed to pass through numerous small perforations below the gal- 
lery into the interior of the cap, and it passes up with the flame 
through the hole in the cap. The wick is raised and lowered by a 
pinion acting in a rack formed on the tube which contains the wick, 
or by other convenient means, a glass chimney is placed in the gal- 
lery which carries the cap, and the arrangement is such that the 
supply of air to support combustion comes all into and through the 
cap, air not being admitted between the chimney and the cap. 
When two, three, or more wicks are used in a lamp, each wick is 
placed in its own tube, and the tubes are by preference so connected 
that one rack and pinion will move and adjust all the wicks at one 
time. The hollow cap used with such lamps has as many holes 
through it at its upper surface as there are wick tubes. The air for 
supporting combustion is introduced through numerous perforations 
below the gallery into the cap, and the air and flames pass together 
through the several holes in the cap. Air is not admitted into the 
glass chimney except through the cap. 


PARAFFINE CANDLES. 

Messrs. Field and Humfrey have patented certain improvements 
ill making paraffine candles. The patentees melt paraffine, and at 
about 140° Fahr. run it into candle moulds heated to the same tern* 
perature, or rather higher. The pipes thus filled are allowed to 
stand a few minutes to permit the air bubbles to escape, and are 
then plunged into cold water. The sudden cooling of the paraffine 
prevents its forming itself into crystals ; the candles are nearly 
transparent, and draw freely from the pipes. 


FEAT GAB. 

Mr. Johnson, R. L., has patented certain improvements in the 
manufacture of Gas for illumination, from Peat or other substances, 
and in the apparatus employed. The object of these improvements 
is to decompose, more completely than heretofore, the peat or other 
substance employed to produce illuminating gas, and to convert 
into such gas some of the other matters evolved in the form of con- 
densible volatile matter for the substance employed. A peculiar 
arrangement of apparatus is employed, consisting principally of a 
retort, in which are plates or rods, placed in such manner as to 
form horizontal shelves. Above the upper shelf are placed rods or 
plates, on which is placed charcoal or coke. On the bottom of the 
retort, and on the lower shelf or shelves, is placed the substance to 
be distilled. In front of the shelves, and extending downwards 
from the top rods or plates (which support the charcoal or coke) to 
the bottom of the retort, there is a moveable stopper, to prevent the 
matter evolved from leaving the retort before passing through or 
over charcoal or coke. The shelves are not extended to the back or 
end of the retort, but a passage is there made by which the volatile 
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and gaseous matter generated passes to, and comes in contact with, 
the charcoal or coke, by which contact the condensible volatile 
hydro-carbons arc converted into permanent illuminating gas, and 
the water usually contained in the substances distilled is caused to 
be expelled or decomposed before it can act injuriously on the 
gaseous products. The patentee also maintains a higher and more 
equable temperature of the retort, which is often lowered by the 
usual mode of placing in it the substance to be distilled. 

Mr. R. A. Broonian, has patented improvements in manufac- 
turing Gas from Peat, and in treating hydrogen gas, in order to 
render it illuminating. The inventor first fills a retort with peat, 
closes it, and heats the furnace containing it to the same tempera- 
ture as that required for distilling coal. The gas evolved passes 
into a cylindrical receiver, carrying with it the tar, oils, and ammo- 
niacal waters, the greater portion of which becomes disengaged from 
the gas in the receiver and condensed therein. The gas j^asses thence 
mto a condenser, in which the tar, oils, and ammoniacal waters 
which may have escaped the action of the cylindrical receiver are 
condensed. The gas then passes through purifying and drying appa- 
ratus containing pumice stone, coke, or brick impregnated with sul- 
phuric acid. The gas next passes through a regulator, which trans- 
mits it regularly into a carburetting retort. In this retort the tar 
contained in a vessel, placed above the furnace, is also admitted 
through a reversed syplwn, the lower end of which passes across 
the gas admission pi)>e. The tar becomes decomposed in the retort, 
and, entering into the gas, carbonizes it, and imparts illuminating 
power thereto. The gas next passes through a chamber, in which 
the tar which may have escaped the decomposing process is col- 
lected, and then undergoes a final purification, and passes into the 
gasometer. Pure hydrogen gas is to be carburetted in a somewhat 
similar manner to that employed for gas produced from peat. 

The following is stated as the result of this new illumination in 
Dublin : — 268 jets of gas, repi-esenting the word Peat,” were pre- 
sented in front of the street, showing a soft, permanent, and bril- 
liant light. These jets were fed by gas which burned for more 
an hour, consuming in that perioil but sixpence worth of common 
turf peat. The following is the estimate of the value of turf as an 
illuminating agent, contrasted with coal. 

From one pound of turf as much as six cubic feet of gas of excel- 
lent illuminating quality may l>e obtained. From good coal about 
the same may be obtained. The peat gas bums with a soft luminous 
light, equal, if not exceeding in brilliancy, the best coal gas. Coal 
costs in Athlone from 30s. to 408. per ton. In the same place turf 
may be obtained for about 5s., so that in such a place the cost of 
peat gas is no lees than 75 per cent, cheaper than coal gas. From 
four tons of turf one ton of peat charcoal is obtained as a residual 
proditct, worth at present 31. This may be used with great advan- 
tage in smelting iron. A great advantage is, that the retorts are 
not acted upon by the turf ; whilst, on the contrary, the coal, by 
reason of the sulphur mixed through it^ rapidly corrodes tl^ retorts. 
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In manufacturing gas from coal, two hours is the general time for 
working off a charge. From turf the gas may be made in a few 
minutes. 


NEWLY-DISCOVERED GAS- COAL. 

A FORMIDABLE rival to the well-known Boghead cannel has just 
been discovered in the United States, which will, probably, diminisli 
the demand for English cannel coal in America, and have some effect 
upon the future price of that article at home. The newly- discovered 
deposit is situate near the banks of the Ohio, in Breckenridge County, 
State of Kentucky. A sample sent to this country produced at the 
rate of about 11,000 feet of gas per ton, of a quality 15 per cent, 
superior to Boghead cannel gas, one cubic foot per hour giving a 
light equal to nearly ten standard sperm candles. — Jom'nal of Gas 
Lightinf/. 


THE VULCANIZATION OF INDIA-RUBBER. 

This has become a very important and extensive process, better 
known hitherto in America for the multiplicity of its uses than with 
us. Vulcanized rubber is worked in the plastic state, especially by 
the aid of steam and boiling water, just as if it were plastic clay, 
and is in this state moulded at once into all sorts of forms, such as 
those of workmen’s tool handles, or compounded with other ingre- 
dients, so as to assume the aspect of bronze, ivory, buckhorn, 
cameos, &c. For chisel-handles, and such like, subject to concus- 
sion, the vulcanite possesses the rare quality of permitting the hardest 
blosvs being dealt with the hammer or mallet indifferently without 
splitting or other injury. Gum elastic, or India-rubber, as remarked 
in an interesting article on the subject in tlie Mechanics* Magazine, 
can be readily mixed or combined with almost every other substance. 
It may be mixed with other gums, oils, coal-tar, carbon, and with 
the earths and oxides, or pulverized metals and ores. It can like- 
wise be combined with all fibrous products. It is compounded in 
the manufacture with many of the above substances, for the purpose 
of obtaining particular advantages for special uses. Ground cork 
and other light materials are sometimes mixed with the gum to in- 
crease the bulk and make the articles light. The oxides of metals, 
their filings and pulverized silicas, will give imitations of marble. 
The fibre of cotton or the dust of different woods will afford simula- 
tions of wood of greater or less gravity, as may be required. The 
combining of plumbago gives the crayon, oxide of zinc produces 
lithographic stone, and so on and on. — B adder, No. 712. 


VENEERING WITH VULCANITE. 

The extraordinary toughness of the veneers prepared for the 
covering of furniture, however simple in form or ornate in design, is 
remarkable. The exquisite beauty of the slightly relieved patterns 
upon some of this veneer ought not solely to weigh in its recommenda- 
tion, inasmuch as, in the act of rolling or pressing the material into 
veneer, the process adopted may either involve the most finished and 
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intricate designs, or simply a plain surface. There is an additional 
feature in this method of rolling or pressing these veneers and the 
material itself ; a perfect and indelible polish is simultaneously ob* 
tained in those parts where it is required to give relief to the rest. 
In a word, finish is consequent upon the act of making the veneer, 
and the act of piessing or rolling the material into veneer is the 
ultimate act of its finish. But what is, perhaps, the most surprising 
fact to those not familiarly acquainted with the nature of the mate- 
rial, is to see done, or to take themselves a hammer, and strike the 
delicate tracery of the vulcanized surface in right earnest, without 
making the slightest impression upon it, or effacing its polish in the 
least. The handles of knives, cornices, brackets, and other articles 
in vulcanite which are electro- plated, may be struck a very severe 
blow with the hammer — a blow, indeed, which would leave its mark 
to some depth upon gold in the solid — without the merest perceptible 
indentation. Furniture veneered with vulcanite may be made to 
assume at once both finish and perfection of character, with an amount 
of Labour scarcely appreciable. The facility with which this veneer- 
ing may be effected upon any kind of woods is perfectly startling. 
The cabinet-maker has but to steep the veneer for a few minutes in 
boiling water, and a sheet of it becomes as tractable as moist paper. 
Thus he may veneer round and over the sharpest curves and angles, 
and cover a surface with the ease of the paperhanger. — {Mechanics* 
Magazine . ) There are various specimens of this kind of veneering, 
we may add, as well as a great variety of other articles made of vul- 
canite, in the Ciy-stal Palace at Sydenham. 

INDIA-RUBBER PENS AND TUBES. 

Mr. J. H. Johnson has made certain improvements in the treat- 
ment of hard India-rubber, for the purpose of rendering the same 
applicable to the manufacture of Pens, Tubes, Springs, and other 
similar articles. In this invention the caoutchouc is manufactured 
and hardened after the manner adopted by the Paris Hard India- 
rubber Company, being vulcanized in sheets on plates of glass or 
tinned metal, the composition consisting of about 100 parts of gum 
to from 40 to 60 of sulphur. Tlie sheets, when intended for pens, 
are divided into strips of a width corresponding to the length of one 
or more pens. These strips are passed between polished cast-iron or 
steel rollers, heated internally, being first softened slightly by mode- 
rate heat. Or, in place of rolling, the strips may be subjected to a 
hammering process — tlie object of both processes being to draw out 
the strips longitudinally, whereby elasticitv is imparted to them. 
The strips are then cut transversely, the width of the pieces cut off 
being sufficient to form, when curved up, either a semicircle or an 
entire tub^ according to the style of pen to be made. The pieces 
are then nibbed and split, and exposed for a short period to a tem- 
perature somewhat higher than that adopted in the previous process, 
which has the effect of causing the material to shrink unequally or 
curl up lengthwise, the side of the material which was in contact 
with tne gl^ or metid vulcanizing plate being much more sensible 
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of the action of heat than the upper side of the material, so that 
the material will itself assume the curved or tubular form requisite 
for a pen.— il/cc/tamcs’ MagaziTte, No. 1734. 


NEW APPLICATION OP INDIA-RUBBER. 

A Company called the Beacon Dam Company exists at New York 
for the manufactui’e of Hai*d India Goods. ” By a process on'g-inated 
by Mr. Chaffee, coal-tar is mixed with the rubber, and the compound 
makes a solid, elastic, and elegant article. It resembles polished 
stone, is as black as coal, needs no finish, and has of itself a polish 
hard and exquisite as it is possible for any metal to bear. “ Canes” 
constructed out of it are as tough as steel, and as elastic as whale- 
bone. Spectacle bows and frames for eye-glasses, opera glasses, castors, 
and sand stands ; inkstands, brushes for the hair that cannot be 
harmed by hot water ; tape lines, penholders, pencil-cases, cigar-cases, 
government boxes for the army and navy, government buttons, and 
an endless variety of articles are thus made ; also, Nyi*iiige8 of a novel 
form and character ; machines for oiling oars and engines on a new 
principle, &c. — Bostou. Journal, 

petitjean’s process POR SILVER1N<} glass, by professor 

FARADAY. 

M. Petitjean’s process consists essentially in the preparation of 
a solution containing oxide of silver, ammonia, nitric and tartaric 
acids, able to deposit metallic silver either at common or somewhat 
elevated temperatures ; and in the right application of this solution 
to glass, either in the form of plates or vessels. 1540 grains of 
nitrate of silver being treated with 955 grains of strong solution of 
ammonia, and afterwards with 7700 grains of water, yields a solu- 
tion, to which, when clear, 170 grains of tartaric acid dissolved in 
680 grains of water is to be added, and then 152 cubic inches more 
of water, with good agitation. When the liquid has settled, the 
clear part is to be poured off ; 152 cubic inches of water are to be 
added to the remaining solid matter, that as much may be dissolved 
as possible ; and the clear fluids to be put together and increased 
by the further addition of 61 cubic inches of water. This is the 
sQvering solution. No. 1 ; a second fluid. No. 2, is to be prepared 
in like manner, with this difference, that the tartaric acid is to be 
doubled in quantity. The apparatus employed for the silvering of 
glass plate consists of a cast-iron table box, containing water within, 
and a set of gas-buniers beneath to heat it : the upper surface of 
the table is planed and set truly horizontal by a level, and covered 
by a varnished cloth : heat is applied until the temperature is 140“ 
Fahr, The glass is well cleaned, first with a cloth ; after which a 
plug of cotton, dipped in the silvering fluid, and a little polishing- 
powder, is carefully passed over the sur^e to be silvered ; and when 
this application is dry it is removed by another plug of cotton, and 
the plate obtained perfectly clean. The glass is then laid on the 
table, a portion of the silvering fluid poured on to the surface, and 
this spread carefully over every part by a cylinder of India-rubber 
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stretched upon wood, which has previously been cleaned and wetted 
with the solution ; in this manner a perfect wetting of the surface 
is obtained, and all air-bubbles, &c., are removed. Then more 
fluid is poured on to the glass until it is covered with a layer about 
the of an inch in depth, which easily stands upon it ; and in that 
state its temperature is allowed to i-ise. In about ten minutes or 
more, silver begins to deposit on the glass, and in fifteen or twenty 
minutes a uniform opaque coat, having a greyish tint on the upper 
surface, is deposited. After a certain time the glass employed in 
the illustration was pushed to the edge of the table, was tilted that 
the fluid might be poured off, was washed with water, and then was 
examined. The under surface presented a perfectly brilliant me- 
tallic plate, of high reflective power, as high as any that silver can 
attain to ; iind the coat of silver, though thin, was so strong as to 
sustain handling, and so firm as to bear polishing on the back to 
any degree, by rubbing with the hand and polishing powder. The 
usual course in practice, however, is, when the first stratum of fluid 
is exhausted, to remove it, and apply a layer of No. 2 solution ; and 
when that has been removed and the glass washed and dried, to 
cover the back surface with a protective coat of black varnish. 
When the foi*m of the glass varies, simple expedients are employed ; 
and by their means either concave or convex, or corrugated surfaces 
are silvered, and bottles and vases are coated internaUy. It is easy 
to mend an injury in the silvering of a plate, and two or three cases 
of repair were performed on the table. 

The proposed advantages of the process are,— the production of 
a perfect reflecting surface ; the ability to repair ; the mercantile 
economy of the j)rocess (the silver in a squai-e yard of surface is 
worth Is. 8d.) ; the certainty, simplicity, and (juickness of the opera- 
tion ; and, above all, the dismissal of the use of mercury. In theory 
the principles of the process justify the expectations, and in i>ractice 
nothing h^ yet occurred which is counter to them. 

The above description by Professor Faraday of M. Petitjean’s pro- 
cess, for which a Patent has been obtained in this country, formed 
part of a lecture dehvered at the Boyal Institution. 


PBOCESS OP SILVEBING METALS. 

Mb. L. B. Advielle has patented an improved process for 
Silvering metallic articles. The patentee dissolves 3^ ounces of 
silver in about 64 oz. of nitric acid. He likewise dissolves about 
32 oz. of cyanuret of potassium in ten quarts of water, and pours 
this solution into the nitrate of silver. To this he adds about 64 oz. 
of well- pounded whiting, and thus obtains Argentine water.” 
He immerses the articles in a bath composed of one part of this 
dUuted with two parts of water, and when the article is well impreg- 
nated it is to be rubbed with dry whiting, and washed and rubbed 
with a dry cloth, and the article will assume a white and brilliant 
appearance. 
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This article is now largely introduced into the manufactures of tliis 
country. It is described as an Indian grass. It much resembles 
a coarse flax, having a long fibry texture, and when dyed has a very 
woolly appearance. In and around Dundee there are no fewer than 
seventy-six mills, all engaged spinning this jute and flax — the principal 
of which is said to be the largest mill in Scotland. There are in this 
mill some two thousand hands all wholly employed in spinning jute, 
which is used to a large extent in the manufacture of carpets and 
rugs. Some three houses in that quarter dye for this branch of 
trade alone some seven tons a-day. The carpets are sold as low as 
from 7d. to lid. per yard ; the rugs again as low as 3s. Jute can 
be spun to a veiy flne thread. If so, might it not be turned to a 
good account in our shawl trade to supplant the cotton ? In its un- 
manufactured state it is said only to cost 3 Is. per cwt. — a very groat 
contrast to our veiy coarsest wool, at least Is. per lb. in its oily state. 
— Palshjj Journal, 

IMPROVEMENTS IN PAPER- MAKING. 

Mr. Dickenson has introduced a method of manufacturing a 
paper which, by possessing on its opposite sides varying characters 
of surface, will permit of its being used indifferently for copper-plate 
or lithographic printing. For this purpose are brought together in 
a very wet state (that is to say, in an unfinished stage of manufac- 
ture) two webs of paper, as they are delivered from their respective 
machines ; these webs are combined into one by pressure, and 
are then dried and consolidated, so that they shall form one homo- 
geneous web of paper. One of these webs is formed on what is known 
in the trade as the Fourdrinier” or '‘Shakei*” machine, and the 
other is formed on the cylinder machine. The arrangement of 
machinery which is employed in carrying out this new manufacture 
consists of a shaker machine, and a cylinder machine, combined with 
a suitable aiTangement of felts and guide rollers, for traversing the 
two webs, and also of pressing rollers for expressing the moisture 
from the paper, and effecting the consolidation of the two webs into 
one. 

Mr. J. L. JuUion has patented the manufacture of paper, card, 
and millboard from certain vegetable productions. 

The patentee’s claims are thus enumerated : — 1. The manufacture of 
white paper and card from the fibres of the plantain and banana plants^ 
sugar cane, and reeds, by certain described processes. 2. The employ- 
ment of alkaline sulphurets, or a mixture of alkaline and earthy sul- 
phuretswith hydrates of alkalis in the manu&cture of paper from straw. 

3. The application of percolation under high pressure, combined with 
an alternating tumbling motion, in boiling all substances intended 
for the manufacture of paper, card, and millboard. 4. The employ- 
ment of a rotatory vessel in which a pressure of chloride gas is gene- 
rated for the purpose of pickling or bleaching materials used in the 
manufacture of paper. 6. The employment of a current of atmo- 
G ^ 
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spheric air, either warm or cold, in the process of bleaching, as 
described. 

Mr. J. Fraser has patented an improvement in the manufacture 
of paper or paper pulp, relating to a mode of treating straw, grass, 
hay, &c. These are first cut up into suitable lengths, and then sub- 
mitted to a solution of soda and lime in boiling water, to which is 
added common resin. To prepare the solution the patentee dissolves 
11b. of soda or potash in two gallons of water ; to which he adds, in 
small quantities at a time, about lib. of common lime; and the 
liquor is first kept well stirred, and then settled and strained ; and 
to every 100 gallons of clear liquid 2lbs. of common resin must be 
added. The mixture should then be boiled again until the resin is 
dissolved, and the liquor is uniform. Thus prepared, a vat should be 
about half- filled with the liquor, and as much fibre as the liquor will 
thoroughly saturate placed in the vat, and completely immersed. 
The whole should then be boiled three or four hours. The straw is 
then to be washed in water, and it will be ready to be ground into 
pulp. 

Mr. J. Fraser has patented the means of making paper from straw 
by the following process. An alkaline ley is prepared by dissolving 
11b. of soda or potash in 2 gallons of boiling water, and then adding 
11b. of lime in small quantities, keeping the mixture stirred and 
boiling for an hour after the lime is added. Salt is then added in 
the proportion of about Jib. to 100 gallons of the mixture. As much 
as the liquor will saturate is now placed in the vat, and boiled for 
three or four hours (or the straw may be steeped in the liquor when 
cold, for twenty-four hours). The straw is next taken out of the 
vat, drained, and well washed with water, after which it is ready to 
be ground into pulp. 

MANUFACTURES FROM BEET- ROOT. 

A NEW species of manufacture has just been created in France — 
the fabrication of pasteboard from the pulp of Beet-root. This 
fabrication is carried on to some extent in the commune of 
Foulaine (Haute-Marne), and can be employed, it is said, with ad- 
vantage in ornaments, toA- trays, and other such articles. A new 
alimentary production has just been invented, made from beet- 
root. It very closely resembles coffee, and has received the name 
of hetterave torrijiie. When mixed in equal proportions with West 
India coffee, the taste is by some persons thought more agreeable 
than that of the genuine article ; it is less heating, and does not 
require above half the quantity of sugar. — Qalignani. 


TORTOISESHELL BOOKBINDING. 

This novelty has been patented by Mr. W. Hartwill, a tor- 
toiseshell-worker, of Bennondsey. The designs of inlaying upon 
the covers and backs are various, some of the books having leather 
backs, others velvet to match ; and others having tortoiseshell, with 
the name of the book thereon, obtained by dies of various patterns. 
Some of the book covers are attached to the books by means of 
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very ingeniously made joints, "whicli enable the books to be opened 
as widely as desired without incurring the slightest injury or strain- 
ing to them, which the present mode of binding does not permit. 
The patent is also applicable to inla^'ing pianofortes. — Times. 

TRANSFERRING. 

Mr. L. Cornides has patented certain improvements in obtain- 
ing impressions of piints or drawings, and in transferring, printing, 
and colouring, or ornamenting the same on glass, &c. His claims 
are : — 1 . A peculiar mode of transferring impressions to the gelatined 
surface of glass in water, by which the impression is rapidly and 
evenly spread over the surface. 2. A process of transfemng nega- 
tive impressions to the gelatined surface, so as to produce a posi- 
tive effect or picture by the light seen through such negative im- 
pression. 3. A process of sifting fine glass powder on the trans- 
ferred impression, so as to heighten the effect of, or colour the 
same. 4. The use of the gelatined glass surface for the purpose of 
making photographic impressions, as described. 5. The heighten- 
ing the effect of the transferred impression, or colouring the same, 
by powdering the impression as described, and then transferring the 
same so produced to the gelatined surface. 

FORGERY OP BANK NOTES. 

Mr. H. Bradbury, of Whitefriars, has delivered an interesting 
lecture at the Royal Institution, upon the Manufacture of 
Bank-Notes, in connexion with the subject of Forgery.” The 
lecturer said it was his object principally to direct attention to the 
engraving, as the most important feature in the manufacture of 
bank notes, because upon that depended their security in the eyes 
of the public. The main feature of the note, the engraving and its 
security, depended upon the vignette : the higher the quality of the 
artistic impress, therefore, which this vignette carries, the greater 
the security of the note. I’he vignette derived its great value from 
being the uncounterfeitable seal of the note, — uncounterfeitable, 
because its individuality could not be imitated. However similar, 
there was a difference in the human countenance : however simi- 
lar, there was a difference in handwriting ; and if any number of 
the most eminent engi’avers were to endeavour to copy each other, 
it would be detected by a casual examination. The Bank of Eng- 
land note, the lecturer continued, had always been characterized by 
simplicity, but, carried to an extreme in the opposite direction, in 
its present form it was unworthy of the bank and nation. In the 
case of the Anastatic and the photographic processes, the antidote 
consisted in the adoption of printing in different colours. If the 
water- mark of the bank-note were backed by excellence of art and 
engraving, it might be regarded as unforgeable ; but if this should 
be found not to be the case, then it should be imperative on the 
Government in committee to resolve this question, or offer a reward 
for its solution. For further details see Mr. Bradbury’s published 
Report of the Lecture, with illustrations. 
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GEM- ENAMELLED FAFIER-MACH£ VASES. 

Messrs. Jennens and Bettridge’s patented process of Gem- 
enamelling has been successfully applied in the manufacture of two 
large Vases for the Queen, from the designs of Mr. Lewis Gruner. 
These vases are seventeen inches in height : the material employed 
in their construction is glass with electro- gilt mountings, the style 
adopted by the designer being that of the Eenaissance. The ground 
colour is a rich purple, relieved in various parts by maroon. The 
ornamentation is wrought in patent” or ‘^imitation” gems, and 
the success with which the sparkling lustre of the originals is simu- 
lated is most remarkable. The surface of each vase is divided by 
floral festoons of gold and diamonds into four equal compartments ; 
one of which is occupied by laurel wreaths of emeralds, with ruby 
bands or scrolls, surrounding the initials V” and “A” emblema- 
tically entwined on a maroon ground in topaz and gold. Above the 
wreaths is the crown in appropriate jewels and gold, and supported 
by dolpliins. In the centre of each of the remaining divisions are 
the rose, shamrock, and thistle, in their natural colours. Around 
the shoulders of the vases are the legends, *‘Dieu et mon Droit,” 
and **Treu und Test,” in diamonds and gold. The neck is encircled 
by a continuous double wave or scroll of diamonds, enriched with 
wreaths of flowers in jewels of proper colours. The lower part is 
inclosed by pierced mountings, the spaces between each of w'hich 
are devoted to geometrical figures, also of jewels and gold ; and the 
whole rests upon a suitable metallic base. The last named adjuncts 
were supplied by Messrs. Klkington and Mason, and are of excellent 
workmanship. The eflfect which results from these combinations, 
in which about 10,000 '*gems” have been employed, is superb, but 
chaste. 

The vase, if not of Etruscan or classic form, has a very elegant 
appearance ; indeed, until closely inspected, the decoration looks 
like ^lam^led work ornamented with real diamonds, emeralds, and 
rubies. The motto “ Treu und Fest” is beautifully worked to repre- 
sent brilliants and rubies ; the ornaments are a Boman laurel 
wreath and festoons of diamonds. 

A MANUFACTORY OF ULTRAMABINB AT NUREMBERG. 

The manufitetoxy belonging to Messrs. Zeltner and Heyne has 
acquired a European reputation, and sends its produce to all parts 
of the globe. Its exterior aspect is somewhat imposing, the wh<de 
being surrounded by a wall ; cme of the buildings looks rather like 
a fortress, and the entire space occupying an area of seven Bavarian 
acres {Morgen), The central building consists of a polygon of 
twenty-four sides, with ninety-six furnaces, arranged in twelve 
compartments with as many high chimneys. Thence issue twelve 
bnuukes of rails to all parts of the manufactory, being provided at 
the intersectibg points with turning platforms. From the upper 
stories similar rails of wood are laid ; the iron rails being 4,500 feet 
long, tiike wooden ones a trifle less. If we enter the polygon, which 
has a diameter of 136 feet, and is surrounded by buildings 300 feet 
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long, and two stories high, — the dim twilight gives the idea of 
being in the pit of a mine. All these buildings are vaulted and 
bombproof. The departments of this manufactory are manifold. In 
the middle is a building for mechanical contrivances, with two steam- 
engines ; to the east the above polygon ; towards the west a high- 
pressure engine, with a mill and a washing apparatus. The mills 
have twenty-eight troughs, and are mostly of cast-iron ; of the two 
stores one is 300 feet long, and this alone can hold 3000 to 4000 
cwts. of ultramarine. A swinging rail transfers the colours froni 
one end of the building to the other. Covered passages connect the 
single buildings, and there are seven large roads and six courts, 
presenting everywhere a fine perspective. Towards the west is a long 
row of drying-houses, in which a constant tropical heat is to be main- 
tained, so that winter loses its power in all the vicinity. The merit 
of the discovery of artificial ultramarine belongs to Professor Gmelin, 
wdio died in scanty circumstances. This manufactoiy arose in 1839, 
and the ])roprietors preserve yet the weather-boarded shed in which 
tliey began business. The manufactory employs 200 w'orkinen, of 
whom 180 are married. They have established a sick-fund and 
a pension fund for widows, orphans, and invalids, as well as a singing 
chorus. The best blue artificial ultramarine has to pass eighty dif- 
ferent processes, until it is ready for use, and is now applied to the 
colouring of cotton and w’ool-stuffs, tapestry, paper, sealing- w’ax, &c.,' 
besides its purely artistic use. — Builder ^ Ko. 684. 

GIGANTIC GLAHS CHANDELIER, OR GASELIER. 

Among the great advances in Glass Manufiicture of late years, 
the improvement and economy of cut glass for Chandeliers, by Bri- 
tish makers, has led to a very extensive manufacture for the home 
and foreign trade. This pre-eminence was well sustained at the Paris 
Exhibition by Messrs. J. Befries and Son.s, of Houndsditch, who 
exhibited a Chandelier, or Gaselier, of gigantic proportions, tasteful 
design, and beauty of material ; though it is hardly possible to esti- 
mate properly the effect of cut glass except under the influence of 
the light for which it is adapted. 

Messrs. Defries’ large chandelier (designed under the superinten- 
dence of Mr. Moss Defries) consists of 72 lights for gas — 36 upon 
the main band, and 18 upon each of the two rows above. The ma- 
terial is the best cut crystal glass the main supports in the de- 
sign are six glass pillars, or columns, between which aie '‘fountain 
bodies,” surmounted by a beautiful “spangle tent,” above which 
is another “fountain body.” terminating in a richly- cut vase. The 
entire height is about 23 feet ; weight, about 22 cwt. The work 
throughout is executed very ably ; and the effect of the gaslight 
playing through the various richly-cut forms is extremely bruliant. 

We may here mention that Messrs. Defries and Sons executed the 
set of ten superb cut glass lustres with which is lighted the new 
Music Hall, at Evans’s Hotel, Covent-garden. 
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COCOA-NUT FIBRE. 

The prison authorities have become large manufacturers of Cocoa- 
nut mats and matting ; and in prisons, where profitable labour is a 
primary consideration, this trade has greatly lessened the expenses 
of the establishments. Foi instance, in the prison at Wakefield, in 
Yorkshire, 500 or 600 prisoners are kept employed at tliis trade, and 
their weekly earnings average 7fi. per week each man. Many other 
prisons and workhouses also manufacture these goods to great ad- 
vantage. Two-thirds of the goods manufactured in prisons and 
workhouses are bought by the agents of Manchester and City 
houses, and exported to America and the Continent. The total 
annual consumption of cocoa-nut fibre in Great Britain, for all pur- 
poses, is now about 5000 tons, the value of which may be fixed at 
about 100,000/. In France the materiitl is scarcely known, the 
high rate of duty chargeable upon it acting almost as a prohibition. 
It is, however, eagerly sought after, and the numerous inquiries 
made for the articles of cocoa-nut fibre in the Paris Exhibition, 
prove that a modification of the present duty would lead at once 
to the introduction into that country of this new branch of industry, 
and to a large consumption of the raw material. — Mr. D\rjh 
Wmitt'a Report on the Pa^'in Exhibition. 

THREAD AND FIBRE GILDING. 

A VERY interesting paper has been read to the Society of 
Arts, on “Thread and Fibre Gilding,” by Mr, Francis Ben- 
noch, the inventor of a new process, by which the more tedious 
and expensive processes of India and Europe are in a measure 
superseded. 

Mr. Bennoch introduced his subject with a historical sketch of 
fibre plating, or the covering or entwining of threads of silk or 
cotton with gold or silver flattened threads ; and a description of the 
processes by which, in India, an ingot of gold or silver is gradually 
lengthened out, by passing it through orifices of smaller and smaller 
diameter, till the bar assumes the form of a delicate thread, many 
miles it may be in length, and which is then laid over a rotating 
thread of silk or cotton, the wdiole work being done by hand, with 
the aid of the simplest possible machinery. He also described the 
more elaborate and rapid European processes, in imitation of the 
Indian, and pointed out the difficulties in the way of still greater 
improvements and economizations of these processes ; concluding 
the whole with an account of the new invention, by means of which 
threads are simply gilded with the ordinary gold-beater’s leaf. This 
is done by winding the threads in close array, but single file, round 
rollers, after passing through a glutinous liquor, and then laying 
over the surface leaves of gold, which ai e then burnished, so that 
one side of each thread is completely gilded ; and on reversing the 
side by winding the thread on a second cylinder, the process is just 
repeatiHl, and the whole thread is then completely gilded. This 
may be done with copper-leaf, as well as with gold or silver, and 
the copper thread is said to be scarcely^ distinguishable from the 
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golden, except, doubtless, in its liability more easily to tarnish. 
The threads thus gilded may then, of course, be woven into cloth of 
fold or silver, or into gold or silver lace, in the usual way. This 
ingenious new process is likely to open up an important trade with 
tKe Eastern nations, who delight in sumptuous apparel, and perhaps 
to induce a similar taste to some extent in the west, — at least 
amongst the female sex. As regards cost, the new thread of gold 
is, size for size, considerably dearer than the ordinary gold thread ; 
but, as it measures a much greater length for the weight, it virtually 
becomes, for weaving purposes, very much cheaper. Mr. Bennocli 
anticipates a still greater improvement some of these days by help 
of electro-gilding . — BiialdeVy No. 601. 

A more copious Report of Mr. Bennoch’s important and interest- 
ing paper will be found in the Journal of the Society of Arts^ No. 
178. 


IMPEOVED SEWING MACHINES. 

Mr. J. Lobstein has patented a new Sewing Machine, with 
which it is possible to form tubular pieces, either open at both ends 
or at one end only. Instead of turning the article to be sewn round 
the machine, when a curvilinear sewing is required, it is the cloth 
holder which is moved round the needle, so as to drive it in the 
direction of the required curve. This portion of the machine consti- 
tutes one of the chief improvements. 

Mr. E. Whitaker has patented a Sewing Machine in which two 
threads are employed, and the stitch is made as follows : — The 
needle passes through the work, and carries a loop of its thread 
through with it. This loop is then caught by a hook, which carries 
it round and over a globular box, which is loosely held between 
suitable suppoi-ts, and in this box a ball of thread is placed. The end 
of the thread is drawn through a hole in the ball, so that when the 
needle thread is drawn over the ball as before mentioned, the ball 
and needle threads are looped through each other ; the hook which 
catches the needle thread travels about three quarters round the 
ball, so that when it gets near the end of its course the loop slips 
off (because of the reversed position of the hook), and when the 
needle thread is drawn tight the stitch is complete, and the hook 
returns. 

Mr. B. Hughes has patented a knot-tying Sewing Machine, con- 
sisting in so arranging and operating the parts of sewing machines, 
that the thread from the needle, when passed through the material 
to be sewed, is tied by a half or a whole knot of the shuttle thread; 
and also in so operating the feed motion, that the thread to be tied 
shall be tied at the will of the operator by a half or whole knot at 
any stitch that may be thought necessary, thus providing a seam 
that will not rip when the thread is cut. 


AMERICAN WASHING MACHINE. 

The essential character of this new implement consists in the em- 
ployment of floating balls in the operation of Washing. Some 200 
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or 300 of these balls, each of which is about the size of a Seville 
orange, and made of elm wood, are put into a wooden trough, two 
or three feet long by fifteen indies deep, containing water or soap- 
suds, in which they all float. A fulcrum is placed at the back of 
the trough, having a cross-beam attached to it, resembling a common 
pump-handle. On one side of the fulcrum an apparatus like a suiall 
window- sash, to which the clothes to be washed are fastened, is sus- 
pended from the cross-beam immediately over the mouth of the 
trough ; and at the extreme end of the beam, on the opposite siiie of 
the fulcrum, is a box into which any weight may be put until it 
slightly weighs the sash up in the air. This done, the person per- 
fonniijg the operation moves the beam handle up and down, as if 
she were pumping water, the effect of which is to immerse the sash 
laden with clothes among the balls and suds, and move it about 
among them. The balls produce a gentle friction upon the linen, 
which, without in the slightest degree injuring its fabric, orbi'eaking 
or tearing off buttons, effectually removes eveiy trace of dirt in an in- 
credibly few minutes, and the opei^ation is complete. The labour 
required is so slight that a child from twelve to fourteen years of age 
may perform it with ease. In some of the machines of larger size 
alid greater cost, the requisite motion, produced by turning a wheel, 
is even done at less trouble. The action made on the linen is equiva- 
lent to the ordinary threefold process of pounding, rubbing, and 
squeezing, and «as it can never exceed the i*esistance offered by the 
floating balls, it is thereby kept within bounds, which ai-e per- 
fectly safe for the most delicate fabric, the wear and tear being, 
indeed, less than in ordinary washing by hand. Tlie machine was 
invented two or three years ago by one Christopher Hollingsworth, 
a farmer in Indiana, whose patent rights, so far as they relate to 
the whole continent of Europe, have been purchased by Mr. Moore 
and his partners in Holbom. They exhibited the implement at the 
Paris Exhibition, where it attracted considerable interest, and num- 
bers were sold. The consumption of soap and fuel is much less 
than in w^ashing by hand ; and tlie fingers of the operator are never 
wet during the process, except to the extent necessary in putting 
the clothes into the sash, and taking them out and wringing them 
when washed. In the saving of labour, time, and material, its ad- 
vantages can scarcely be exaggerated, while the price is not such as 
to preclude it coming into general use. — Times. 


A METROPOLITAN STEAM WASHING COMPANY. 

The works of this new Company are situated at Wharf-road, 
City- road. The patent, it seems, is that of Messrs. J. Wallace and 
Co. of Glasgow, originally taken out for bleaching, but subsequently 
applied to washing. The privilege has been sold, it is stated, to 
Messrs. Cockran and Co. , bleachers, for four years, at about 30002. 
a year. The dash- wheel forms the leading feature in the process. 
The patent has been taken for the union of steam with the dash- 
wheel. Each wheel is divided into four compartments, and each 
compartment holds 100 shirts : the 400 shirts are wash^ in thirty 
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minutes. The diameter of the ordinary wheel is 6 feet and a half, 
but those for blankets are 9 feet, and will hold twenty-five blankets 
in each compartment : these are cleansed also in about thirty 
minutes. The shaft is hollow, admitting simultaneously the sup- 
plies of steam, soap, and soda, but by different pipes. Each wheel 
makes twenty-one revolutions in a minute, and the goods enclosed 
have two falls on each revolution, making forty-two falls per minute. 
The weight washes the goods. The Company propose to wash for 
laundresses at so much per pound weight. There are drying and 
laundry rooms also on the premises ; and Manlove’s drying or rinsing 
apparatus is at work there. — Builder^ No. 717. 


A SMOKELESS FIRE. 

Mr. John Leslie has patented an arrangement, which is thus 
described. Air is brought to the front of the fire-place by pipes, and 
the gases (he maintains there is no smoke) are allowed to escape only 
by an opening close to the bottom of the grate, formed by means of 
a false back. An opening into the flue from the upper part of the 
room serves to ventilate the apartment. The patentee states that 
151bs. of coal supply the fire for nine hours, and looks forward to 
the abandonment of projecting chimney-breasts (a very small flue 
being sufficient), and to the avoidance of disfiguring cowls. 

SILICATE STARCH. 

This is a discovery by Mr. Leigh, of Manchester, surgeon and 
analytical chemist, of a substitute for the size hitherto made from 
flour, and used to an enormous extent in the manufacture of cotton 
cloth. This substitute is a Silicate of Soda, or preparation of sand 
and soda. It is calculated that a saving of 25 to 50 per cent, will 
be effected by the adoption of this instead of flour size, whilst the 
quantity of flour which will be set at liberty for the purpose of food, 
snould it become generally adopted, will be equal, it is thought, to 
about 3, 000, 00 OZ. to 3,500,000?. worth per annum, — a hopeful rede- 
liverance of the staff of life to its more legitimate purposes ; but it 
is a sad circumstance, revealed in the recent agitation against adul- 
terations of articles of food, that flour itself is often adulterated with 
just such silicates, and is but too likely to be so now, we fear, more 
than ever. The adaptability of soluble silicate of soda as starch, or 
size, will be obvious to all who know that with water it forms a gela- 
tinous mass not unlike solution of gum. — Builder^ No. 718. 

NEW MODE OP PRESERVING MEAT. 

M. Martin de Lignac, of Paris, has patented a new mode of 
Preserving Meat> which is as follows : — The raw meat is first to be 
cut into cubes of about an inch square, and subjected in hot>air 
chambers to a current of air at twenty* five to thirty degrees centi- 
grade, until, by the continuous and energetic action of this current, 
the meat has lost about fifty per cent, of its weight. It is to be 
then powerfully compressed in cylindrical tin boxes, so that a vessel 
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capable of holding about a quart shall receive eight rations, the 
whole (vessel, liquor, and meat) weighing from two pounds to two 
pounds and a half, and representing five pounds weight of fresh 
meat. The operation is concluded by filling with concentrated liquor 
any space left in the box. The cover is then to be soldered on, and 
the box and its contents are submitted in a cooking- vessel (or di- 
gester) to a temperature sufficiently high to produce steam in the 
box. It will be understood that by this cooking the water remaining 
in the meat will be partially converted into steam, and will expand 
the tissues and render them fit for the ulterior absorption of the 
water when immersed therein, causing them readily to assume their 
original volume, and to be more promptly acted upon by the con- 
sequent cooking operations. — Mr. Bourne, in the Illustrated London 
News, No. 818. 


COOKING APPARATUS. 

Mr. F. a. Wilson has patented a Portable Cooking Apparatus, 
suitable for campaigning purposes. This invention comprises the 
following parts : — 1 . A camp-kettle or apparatus for roasting, baking, 
broiling, fiying, stewing, and boiling purposes, the stove, oven, 
boiler, pans, kettles, and other articles (portions of which are also 
designed for eating and drinking purposes), being so constructed and 
varied in dimensions that the respective parts, when not in use, can 
be packed one within the other, the whole being enclosed within the 
largest part. 2. A stove for cooking purposes only, comprising a 
stove, oven, boiler, pans, and kettles, the various parts of which are 
also formed so as to fit one within the other. 3. A revolving appa- 
ratus, which consists of a single cylinder and covering plate, or 
double cylinders placed one above the other, the upper one fitting in 
the lower. By the revolving principle the whole of the pans, &c,, 
may be turned round to any required position at the side. 4. A 
roasting apparatus, which consists of a shield to which a telescopic 
pi])e is attached, this pipe enclosing a string or worsted which is fixed 
where the pipe is attached to the mantelpiece or other support. 

KNIFE-CLEANING MACHINE. 

Mr. T. Key has patented a rotary Knife Cleaner, made by mount- 
ing upon a spindle a circular or roller brush double the length of the 
knife blades, around the surfece of w'hich is placed a thin sheet of 
iron or other material, of sufficient width and length to encircle the 
same, and around this sheet of iron are placed two leathern straps, 
which, when buckled or drawn tightly round, bring the inner surface 
of the iron in close contact with the surface of the brush. It is then 
fixed in a box or case, in which are a number of apertures describing 
a circle, the diameter of which is equal to the diameter of the brush. 
Through these apertures the knives are passed, and the blades pass 
between the surface of the brush and the sheet. 

HOW THE FRENCH OBTAIN PINE FLOUR. 

In M. D’ Arblay’s establishments the harder kinds of wheat, chiefly 
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Sardinian, Sicilian, and Russian, are ground ; and by means of the 
adjusting process there applied, the grains are first ground high in 
the mill ; the white middlings are then separated by coai'se sieves 
and reground low in the mill ; finally, the flour is repeatedly passed 
through fine silk sieves. In the manufacture of these sieves the 
French excel ; and the superior fineness of the French flour, so well 
adapted for patds and the like culinary preparations, in great mea- 
sure depends upon that important part of the flour manufactory. By 
the combination of the superior sieves with the gruaux principle of 
grinding, the wheat-flour maybe made to contain more or less gluten 
in proportion to starch, and a saving of the finest and most nutritive 
portion of the flour is effected. There was no evidence in the British 
department of the Paris Exposition of any improvement likely to 
render us less dependent upon France for the peculiarly fine kinds of 
flour, which continue to be extensively imported for the purpose of 
mixing with and bettering our inferior flours. The gruaux principle 
of grinding is well worth the attention of the Australian colonists ; 
the hard wheats of that climate most resembling those kinds of 
European wheat which M. D’Arblay finds best adapted for the 
application of his principle of flour-grinding. — Professor Oiven's 
Itcijort on Alimentary Substances in the Paris Exhibition. 


HORSE-CHESTNUT FLOUR. 

Recent experiments in France are likely to result in bringing the 
horse-chestnut into common use as food. A paper in La Presse shows 
that by a thorough washing in pure water the starch of the horse- 
chestnut becomes free from acridity, and is a more valuable article 
than the starch of wheat — absorbing more water. It is found that 
the horse-chestnut contains more starch than the potato. Thirty- 
five per cent, of the chestnut flour mixed with wheat flour produces 
excellent bread. This has originated a new and important branch 
of manufacture in France, as the horse-chestnut is there a large 
crop. 


BUTTER ADULTERATED WITH FLINT- STONE. 

This heartless and wicked fraud is especially practised in the low 
kinds of butter usually sold in large manufacturing towns to the 
poorer and industrious population. The flint- stones ai-e ground and 
then manipulated, until they are reduced into a soluble substance, 
which is known by the denomination of ‘‘ soluble silica.” When this 
latter preparation is dissolved in water, it becomes a stiff gelatinous 
body, somewhat resembling strong jelly. This jelly is mixed to a 
considerable extent with butter of low quality, to which fresh 
salt and colouring matter are added. The product is a compound 
which resembles a very good-looking dairy -made butter. But it has 
not the firmness or bright appearance of genuine butter, and is 
devoid of the richness and wholesome qualities of the latter. We 
have seen this gross adulteration at the laboratories of the Northern 
Analytical College, Sheffield . — Doncaster Gazette, {See page 107.) 
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CENTRIFUGAL CHURN. 

A NEW Chum has been invented by Major Stierasward, and 
has received a first-class medal at the Paris Exhibition. The ad- 
vantages of this chum are : — Ist. The milk is put in at once from 
the cow, without standing for cream (although cream may be churned 
in it as well). 2nd. After the butter is formed, which is with 
certainty in a few minutes, the milk is not soured, not being in any 
sense buttermilk, and can be boiled without coagulation. 3rd. The 
chum is not subject to get out of order ; is easily kept sweet, 
and is inexpensive in its construction. 


HANSON’S MACHINE FOR DIGGING POTATOES. 

Mr. J. Hanson, farmer, of Doagh, Belfast, has recently intro- 
duced an Apparatus to be used for Digging or removing growing 
Potatoes from the earth, as a substitute for the ordinary hand-fork, 
the object being the more rapid and economical removal of the roots. 

The implement conaiats of a liglit, open timber frame, supported on four run- 
ning wheels, the motion of the main axle being applied to the driving of an ar- 
rangement of rotatory digging forks. It is drawn by a pair of horses attached to 
a transverse bar, at the end of the frame opposite to the forks, tlie connexion 
being similar to that usually adopted in the common plougih. The end trans- 
verse bar projects at one side, and serves as a handle for turning the machine at 
tlie headlands. The front pair of running wheels, next the horses, are of large 
diameter, and are furnished with radial spikes on their peripheries, so as to have 
a linn hold upon the ground in revolving, and thus provide sufELcieut resistance for 
the fork-driving action. The main axle, revolving with these large running wheels, 
carries a toothed bovil wheel, in gear with a bevil pinion fast on the forward end 
of a horizontal shatTt, supported in bearings in the centre of the hind part of the 
frame. The opposite end of this shaft projects slightly at the extreme rear of the 
frame, at which part it has upon it two or more radial rotating forks, which of 
course revolve in a plane at right angles to the line of the implement path. At 
the part of the frame immediately behind the small back running wheels there ia 
attached a horizontal plough piece, slightly inclined on its upper surface, the 
rear portion ot which is iust clear of the forks, as they work round. This plough 
piece, which is adjustable vertically, to suit the depth of action required, passes 
along beneath the drill of potatoes deep enough to lift up both the manure and 
the potatoes. In this way, as the manure and potatoes are elevated upon the in- 
cline, the rotatory action of the forks scatters out the potatoes, which can then 
be easily removed, rrovisiou is made for ulloi^'ing one of the large driving 
wheels to turn back, to facilitate the taming of the implement at the end of a 
drill. — Meehaniot’ Magazine^ No. 1699. 


grist’s patent cask- making MACHINERY. 

Mr. Grist, of Russell- place, Islington, has patented this method 
of the manufacture of Casks, and the paHs of casks, by machinery. 
The making of casks, otherwise than by hand, is an operation to 
which but compai-atively few inventors have directed their attention 
and efforts with any considerable degree of success ; and no one 
has done so with anything like the same results as Mr. Grist. The 
most recent of his inventions comprises the best set of cask-making 
machines that has yet been produced. The jointing- machine can 
in ten minutes be altered to a cross-cutting-machine, for cutting the 
staves to the required length, or to a machine for deepening and 
jointing heading. As a jointing- machine it is adapted to the various 
peculiarities in the formation of staves, giving to them the necessary 
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bilge, quarter, and bevil, and may be arranged to suit any lengths 
or widths, so as not to cut the timber to waste. IVo of the ma- 
chines might be easily worked by one imskilled person, and joint 
enough staves for one hundred casks (hogsheads) per day. The 
apparatus for drying and bending the staves, and setting them to 
the shape of the required cask also possesses great merit, for with it 
staves may be prepared, jointed, and shaped (even from green 
timber, which becomes effectually seasoned in the process) and tiien 
piled away or laid aside until wanted, occupying comparatively little 
space. Staves thus produced must greatly increase the facility of 
transporting casks to foreign parts by avoiding tho necessity of 
making up packs^ as is now done. The machine for cutting in the 
heads of ciisks is peculiarly arranged, in order to cut them of an 
elliptical shape instead of round ; this machine is also convertible, 
for the pai’ts for cutting the heads can be removed, and it at once 
becomes a turning lathe. It is woi*thy of remark that this set of 
machines has been contrived with a view to sim])licity and cheap- 
ness, and will, we should think, fall within the reach of nearly all 
master coopers. The casks formed by means of them are almost 
mathematically exact, as regards their contents— a circumstance of 
great value in the case of brewers’ casks, for when they are returned 
empty they can be taken to pieces (** knocked down”), cleaned, and 
piled away in a small space until they are required, when, by means 
of the raising or gathering-machine, they may be .'put together by 
an unskilled person, each in a few minutes.— For a detailed descrip- 
tion of the invention see Mechanics' Magazin^y No. 1722. 

Mr. R. B. Cousens has invented an apparatus for curving and 
setting the staves of casks before being trussed ; it consists mainly 
in the employment of a pair of bending- rollers working in iron side 
standards, and driven by separate driving bands and gearing, in 
order to allow them to move slightly, towards or from each other, 
iiccording to the varying thickness of the stave. Another pair is 
also carried by the standards, and situated, one in front of, and 
the other behind the former ones. The upper surfaces of the front 
and back rollers are slightly above the contact surfaces of the 
central ones, so that when a stave is passed through (in a steamed 
or heated state), it is set or curved. 


MONSTER ORGAN. 

At Brussels has been constructed a magnificent Organ by the 
eminent builders, Merklin and Schiitze, for the cathedral church of 
Murcia, in Spain. From the dimensions of this gigantic instru- 
ment, the front of which measures 43 feet, and the extreme height 
65 to 70, it will be seen that only a few organs, such as those at 
Haarlem, Fribourg, and one or two others, can compare with it in 
size, while in the perfection of its mechanism, and the immense re- 
sources it offers to the organist, it is acknowledged to be superior to 
any of them. It has 4700 pipes and 68 stops ; four complete key- 
boards, exclusive of pedals, and 18 pedals for coupling and effecting 
combinations on the different manu^. By means of these any one 
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of the manuals may be coupled to any one or two, or all the others 
in an instant, while by an ingenious piece of mechanism, invented 
by Mr. Merklin for the purpose, the whole power of the instrument 
may be concentrated in a moment upon any one of the manuals, at 
the will of the performer. By the use of Barker’s pneumatic lever 
the excessive weight of the keys, and all the inconveniences it 
entails, are totally done away with ; and the most florid passages 
can be performed with as much ease and rapidity as on a pianoforte. 
The instrument is as remarkable for the sweetness and variety as 
for the power of its tone, every part having been brought to a pitch 
of perfection it would be difllcult to surpass. Many of the stops 
approach so near to the instruments they represent as to be easily 
mistaken for some one accompanying the organ on them. The 
exterior is also worthy of notice. Owing to the cathedral of Murcia 
being built in two different styles, and the position which the organ 
is to occupy, it has two fronts, the principal one being Gothic, the 
other Kenaissance. It has also another peculiarity. In accordance 
with an ancient custom in Spanish organs, four large groups of pipes 
project horizontally just above the beaufet, and immediately below 
the vertical pipes which form the great front. No Spanish organ 
is considered complete without this arrangement, and the taste dis- 
played by the builders in carrying it out, causes it to add rather than 
detract from the general effect, which is grand and imposing. — 
Ahridyed from the Times. 

IMPROVED CARRIAGES. 

Mr. H. K. Abraham, the eminent architect, has patented a car- 
riage on two wheels for passenger traflSc and general conveyance of 
a number o^ersons, or invalid, or wounded persons, to be called a 
Kotaltar. lliis invention consists of an arrangement and adjust- 
ment of the body of the carriage, its seats and springs, which 
admit of their being carried on one axle with ease and security, 
the seats on the roof being nearly perpendicularly over the axle, 
across the carriage in a line with the axle, thus balancing or regu- 
lating the weight in reference to the draught, and rendering it easy. 
A public carriage called the Cosy Express,” upon a principle 
somewhat resembling the foregoing, has likewise been constructed 
from a design by Mr. Abraham. 

Mr. Abi'aham has also patented certain improvements in carriages 
and in appurtenances and appendages which belong to those used 
as hospital conveyances or Ambulances. The patentee describes 
a vehicle which is said to combine a uniform balance with a full 
or partial load of passengers ; also, the capability of dividing pas- 
sengers from one another by the formation of separate compart- 
ments, with separate entrances. 


DURAHT’fl registering APPARATUS FOR PUBLIC CARRIAGES. 
Mr. a. Durant, of Tong Castle, Salop, has patented an appa- 
ratus called a Monitor,” for indicating the number of passengers 
entering a public carriage. For this purpose motion is commu- 
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nicated to a pointer from a moveable step, on a passenger entering 
a carriage ; the pointer is acted on by a spiral spring tending to 
force it outwards, so that when it has made one revolution in a cir- 
cular groove on the dial, it is by the spring forced outwards and 
caused to enter another circular groove, around which it passes, 
step by step, as passengers enter, or distances are told, till the 
pointer arrives at the end of the second groove, when it is again 
forced outwards and enters a third groove. 

In order to ascertain more particularly how far passengers in 
cabs, or such like carriages have travelled, the seats are hinged, and 
by springs and levers, are held up, by which means the counting 
instruments are kept out of action so long as there are no pas- 
sengers, but so soon as the seats are depressed by passengers sitting 
thereon, the measuring and counting of distance proceeds, and is 
recorded by the dial ; and in order that the time also may be indi- 
cated, a time-keeper and a second hand on a similar principle are 
combined with the apparatus on the same dial if necessary. — 
Mechanicii Magazine. 

AN AMERICAN STEAM BATTERY. 

The Harbour Steam Battery has been building at Hoboken for a 
long time past by Mr. Stevens, the surviving brother of the original 
projector. Among the estimates of appropriation by the United 
States Government for the year 1857 is $86,717 for this enterprise. 
She has been planked up to the main deck with heavy iron plates, 
and amidships the planking had been extended several feet higher, 
for the protection of the machinery. It is understood that other 
layers of plates are to be added, so as to make a wall at least six 
inches in thickness, proof against shot and shell. The appropriation 
already made and expended for this object was $250,000. In addition, 
a large amount has been expended by the builder in the excavation 
of the dry dock in which to construct the vessel. The length of this 
iron battery is about 400 feet. She will be equipped with a heavy 
armament and furnaces for heating shot, and be propelled by steam 
power, at unusual speed. It is asserted that she might be run into 
any ordinary vessel, cutting her in two. This work was commenced 
after a long series of experiments, under the supervision of Commander 
Stewart and Colonel Patten, representing the army and navy, to de- 
termine the penetrating power of common shot upon plates of iron. 
Their Report was satisfactory, showing that wrought-iron plates, 44 
inches in thickness, formed a perfect defence against a solid 641b shot, 
fired at a distance of ten yards ; or that successive layers of iron 
plates, with intervening spaces, were equally efficacious. The Secre- 
tary of the Navy was soon after authorised to contract for the work 
here noticed. For harbour defence, such a craft as this must prove 
highly efficient — ^moving about rapidly, choosing its positions at 
pleasure, regardless of the most formidable missiles of the enemy, 
and hurling its heated shot and other projectiles in every direction, 
the havoc committed would be fearful. The cost of this ** infernal 
machine,” complete, has been estimated at $1,000,000 . — New York 
JowmaL of Commerce, 
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lateral IpteMglg. 

Plato’s suevey op the sciences. 

A PAPER has been read to the Cambridge Philosophical Society 
by the Master of Trinity, on Plato’s Survey of the Sciences, con- 
tained in the seventh book of the Republic. 

Plato, like Francis Bacon, took a review of the sciences of his 
time ; and like him, complained how little attention was given to 
the philosophy which they involved. The sciences which Plato 
enumerates, are arithmetic and plane geometry, treated as collections 
of abstract and permanent truths ; solid geometry, which he ** notes 
as deficient” in his time, although, in fact, he and his school were in 
possession of the doctrine of the ''five regular solids;” astronomy, 
in which he demands a science which should be elevated above the 
mere knowledge of phenomena. The visible appearances of the 
heavens only suggest the problems with which true astronomy deals ; 
as beautiful geometrical Vagrams do not prove, but only suggest 
geometrical propositions. Finally, Plato notices the subject of har- 
monics, in which he requires a science which shall deal with truths 
more exact than the ear can establish, as in astronomy he requires 
truths more exact than the eye can assure us of. It was remarked 
also, that such requirements had led to the progress of science in 
general, and to such inquiries and discoveries as those of Kepler in 
particular. 

In a subsequent paper, Dr. Whewell observes, at the end of the 
Survey, Plato speaks of Dialectic as a still higher element of a phi- 
losophical education, fitted to lead men to the knowledge of real ex- 
istences and of the Supreme Good. Here he describes Dialectic by 
its objects and purpose. In other places Dialectic is spoken of as 
a method or process of analysis ; as in the Phcedrus^ where Socrates 
describes a good dialectician as one who can divide a subject accord- 
ing to its natural members, and not miss the joint, like a bad carver. 
Another Dialogue, in which there are examples given of dividing a 
subject, is the Sophistes, where many examples of dichotomous or 
bifurcate division are given. But this appears from the Dialogue to 
have been a practice of the Eleatic rather than of the Platonic school. 
Aristotle proposed a division of subjects according to his ten Cate^ 
gorieSf which he and others since have extensively used. Xenophon 
says that Socrates derived Dialectic from a term implying to divide 
a vulject into partSf which Mr. Grote thinks unsatisfactory as an 
etymology, but which has indicated a practical connexion in the So- 
cratic school. The result seems to be, that Plato did not establish 
any method of analysis of a subject as his Dialectic ; but he con- 
ceived that the analytical habits formed by the comprehensive study 
of the exact sciences, and sharpened by the practice of dialogue, 
would lead his students to the knowledge of first principles. 


THE MEAN SPECIFIC GEAVITT OF THE EARTH. 
I4IEUT.-O0L. James, H.E., has communicated to the Koyal 
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Society an '‘Account of the Observations and Computations made 
for the purpose of ascertaining the amount of the deflection of the 
Plumb-Line at Arthur’s Seat, and the Mean Specific Gravity of the 
Earth.” After the preliminary explanations, a detailed account is 
given of the mathematical investigation ; and the paper, which is 
illustrated with plans and geological sections, and a model of 
Arthur’s Seat, concludes with the following statement of the prin- 
cipal results : — 

1. “ The eflect of the attraction of the Pentland Hills is observed 
in nearly equal amount at each of the three stations on Arthur’s 
Seat. 

2. "The calculated attractions of the mass of Ai*thur’s Seat at 
the three stations are — 

South Station. Arthur’s Seat. North Station. 

2"-25 North. 0"’34 South. l"-y8 South. 

and, since the observed deflection at Arthur’s Seat is 5" *27, the 
apparent effect of the Pcntlands is 4" *93 at the summit of the hill. 

3. "Of this deflection of 4” *93, the computed attraction due to 
the configuration of the ground within a radius of fifteen miles 
accounts for about 2" *6 ; and, inasmuch as we know that the 
igneous rocks of Arthur’s Seat and the Pentland Hills have an 
origin at a great depth below the surface of the earth, the difference 
between the observed and computed attraction is probably owing 
in part to the high specific gravity of the mass of rock beneath 
them. 

4. "The deflection at the Royal Observatory, Calton Hill, being 
5" *63 south, exceeds that at Arthur’s Seat by 0''*70. Of this de- 
flection, 0"*60 is due to the configuration of the ground comprised 
within a circle of a mile and a quarter round the Observatory. 

5. " The latitude of Arthur’s Seat or points in the neighbourhood 
varies to the amount of 0"*02 between high and low water. 

6. " The mean density of the earth, determined from the obser- 

vations at the three stations on Arthur's Seat is 5*14, with a pro- 
bable error of + *07 due to the probable errors of the astronomical 
amplitudes.” 


MAQNETIOAL SYSTEM OF THE EARTH. 

Professor Hansteen, of Christiana, has transmitted to the 
Royal Society a research on ' ‘ the Secular Changes of the Magnetical 
System of the Earth, and more especially on the Secular Variation 
in the Magnetical Inclination in the Northern Temperate Zone,” 
wherein the Professor states: — "By calculating newer and more 
ancient observations of the magnetical decimation, I have ascer- 
tained the movement of the four magnetical polar redone, which 1 
had already found in my work, ' TJntersuchungen fiber den Mag- 
netismus der Erde (Christiana, 1819, with Atlas) ;* whereof the two 
northern ones have a motion from west to east, the two southern 
ones in the contrary direction ; and have attempted thereby ifi 
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general to declare the cause of the known variations, as well of 
the system of declination as that of inclination and of intensity. 

^‘As I am indebted for the greatest part of the materials to 
En^ish observations, I have found it my duty to render my thanks 
to English science, and to express my hopes of future exertions 
towards the solution of this, in my thoughts, most interesting pro- 
blem of the general j^hysics of the globe.” 


PHYSICAL STRUCTURE OF THE EARTH. 

A PAPER on this inquiry has been read to the British Association 
by Professor Hennessy. After some preliminary observations as to 
the impossibility of accounting for the earth’s figure, without sup- 
posing it to have been once a fused mass, the exterior of which has 
cooled into a solid crust, the process of solidification of the fluid was 
described. The influence of the connexion and circulation of the par- 
ticles in a heterogeneous fluid was shown to be different from what 
would take place in a homogeneous fluid such as usually comes under 
our notice. As the primitive fluid mass of the earth would consist of 
strata, increasing in density from the surface towards the centre, its 
refrigeration would be that of a heterogeneous fluid, and the process 
of circulation would be less energetic in going from its surface towards 
its centre. Thus, the earth would ultimately consist of a fluid nucleus 
inclosed in a spheroidal shell. The increase in thickness of this shell 
would take place by the solidification of each of the surface strata of 
the nucleus in succession. If the matter composing the interior of 
the earth is subjected to the same physical laws as the material of the 
solid crust coming under our notice, the change of state in the fluid 
must be accompanied by a diminution of its volume. The contrary 
hypothesis bad been hitherto always assumed in mathematical inves- 
tigations relative to the form and structure of the earth. The erro- 
neous supposition that the particles of the primitive fluid retained 
the same positions after the mass had advanced in the process of 
solidification as they had before the process commenced, had been 
tacitly or openly assumed in all such inquiries until it was formally 
rejected by the author, who proposed to assume for the fluid similar 
properties to those exhibited by the fusion and solidification of such 
portions of the solidified crust as are accessible to observation. The 
results to which the improved hypothesis has led show that it funda- 
mentally affects the whole question, not only of the shape and inter- 
nal structure of the earth, but also of the various actions and reactions 
taking place betw^een the fluid nucleus and the solid shell. If the 
process of solidification took place without change of volume in the 
congelation of the fluids the strata of the shell would possess the same 
forms as those of the primitive fluid, and their oblateness would 
diminish in going fn>m the outer to the inner surface. If the fluid 
contracts in volume on passing to the solid state, the remaining 
fluid will tend to assume a more and more oblate figure after the for- 
mation of each stratum of the shell. The law of density of the nucleus 
will not be the same as that of the primitive fluid, but will vary more 
idowly, and the mass will thus tend towards a state of homogeneity 
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as the radius of the nucleus diminishes by the gradual thickening of 
the shell. The surface of the nucleus, and consequently the inner 
surface of the shell, will thus tend to become more oblate after each 
successive stratum added to the shell by congelation from the nucleus. 

This result, combined with another obtained by Mr. Hopkins, proves 
that so great pressure and friction exist at the surface of con- 
tact with the shell and nucleus as to cause both to rotate together 
nearly as one solid mass. Other grounds for believing in the exis- 
tence of the great pressure exercised by the nucleus at the surface of 
the shell were adduced. If the density of the fluid strata were due 
to the pressures they support, and if the earth solidified without any 
change of state in the solidifying fluid, the pressure against the inner sur- 
face of the shell would be that due to the density of the surface stratum 
of the nucleus, and would, therefore, rapidly increase with the thickness 
of the shell. Contraction in volume of the fluid on entering the solid 
state would diminish this pressure, but yet it may continue to be very 
considerable, as the co- efficient of contraction would always approach 
towards unity. The phenomena of the solidification of lava and of 
volcanic bombs were referred to in illustration of these views, and 
their application was then shown to some of the greatest questions of 
geology. The relations of symmetry which the researches of M. ^llie 
de Beaumont seem to establish between the great lines of elevation 
which traverse the surface of the earth appear to Prof. Hennessy far 
more simply and satisfactorily explained by the expansive tendency 
of the nucleus which produces the great pressure against the shell 
than by the collapse and subsidences of the latter. The direction of 
the forces which would tend to produce a rupture from the purely 
elevatory action of the pressure referred to would be far more favour- 
able to symmetry than if the shell were undergoing a distortion of 
shape from collapsing inwards. The nearly spherical shape of the 
shell would also greatly increase its resistance to forces acting per- 
pendicularly to its surface, so as to cause it to subside, while the 
action of elevatory forces would not be resisted in the same manner. 
— AtheiuBUM, No. 1504. 

MAGNBTISM OF IRON SHIPS. — DR. SCOBBBBY’S VOYAGB. 

In the Year-Book of Facts, 185(5, p. 131, we gave Dr. Scoresby’s 
important communication to the Royal Society, “On the Magne- 
tism of Iron Ships, and its accordance with Theory, as determined 
externally, in recent Experiments.” The learned Doctor has, during 
the past year, made a voyage to Australia, in the screw iron steam- 
ship Royal Charter, in order to add his own personal experience to 
the peculiar views held by him on the magnetism of iron ships. 
This is rare devotion to science, when we consider that Dr. Scores^, 
although verging upon seventy years of age, with the object of testing 
the soundness of his own views, undertook a voyage of adventure ^ 
30,000 miles. The result we give in the Doctor’s own words, from 
a lecture delivered by him in November last, in his native town of 
Whitby, in Yorkshire. 

The object,” (says Dr. Scoresby,) ** was to determine certain im- 
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portant facts, or the accuracy of certain theories which I had pro 
mulgated many years ago, with reference to the magnetism of iron 
ships. The compass — so important an instrument in the hands of 
the navigator, and so dangerous a misguidance, if it happens to go 
wrong, gave very peculiar interest to my researches, in respect to 
the magnetism of iron, and the influences of the magnetism of the 
iron ship upon her compass. So long ago as the time when I was 
quite a youth, I had investigated certain phenomena of magnetism, 
wherein I found these facts ; — I will first represent to you the direc- 
tion of the earth’s magnetism, by pointing a rod to the north. 
Every one knows that if I point the compass it will take a direction 
something towards the north, but there is another grand fact — ^that 
if I have my compass so adjusted, that it can turn not only to the 
north, but in any other direction equally as well, the end of the 
needle will dip down. This is an important fact, a feature in all my 
magnetic researches, not itself due to my magnetic inquiries, but 
Only its application. When I fimt made my magnetic experiments, 
I had ascertained that if I held a bar of iron in an oblique position, 
the lower end would become a north pole, whereas, the upper end 
would attract the north pole, showing a difference of polarity. It 
follows, therefore, that if the lower end be northern polarity, and the 
upper southern polarity, there must be some part in the middle in 
which there is no polarity at all. It also fell to my lot to discover, 
by scientific deduction, that if I vibrated the bar, the magnetism 
would instantly be doubled, trebled, and quadrupled. 

“ On the first employment of iron as a material for ship-building, 
the navigator was immediately placed in a dilemma as to the action 
of his compasses, for the very fact of the ship being intensely mag- 
netic, served to throw aside the compasses, or to cause them merely 
to perplex the navigator. If, however, the perplexity thus resulting 
had been the only evil, this might have been overcome, for the quan- 
tity of error might have been ascertained, and allowance made for it. 
It fell to me again to assert, from scientific investigation, that the 
ship’s magnetism must be very changeable, and not permanent, for 
I found that when I had magnetised a bar of iron so as to make it 
powerfully magnetic, even so as to direct the compass in any direc- 
tion, if I turned it in any direction, I found that by striking a blow 
again I knocked out the original magnetism and changed the poles. 
A ship built of iron must receive a vast amount of percussive action, 
and l)eoome intensely magnetic. If that ship could change her 
position upside down, her magnetism would be changed and inverted. 
These principles went still further, for inasmuch as I have pointed 
out that the earth’s magnetic force would have a certain direction, I 
inferred tiiat if a ship were built with her head towards the north, 
the magnetism would have a particulai* distribution ; if she were 
bnilt with her head towards the south, the magnetism would have a 
d^rent direction, and so with the other points of the compass. The 
earth's magnetism being the same way, this line of the earth’s force 
would be nearer one side of the vessel than the other ; hence 1 in- 
ferred that the side on which the earth's magnetic force so laid would 
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be the strongeBt, and that if two vessels were built with their heads 
in different directions^ the earth’s magnetism would in one lay on 
the starboard, and in the other on the port side, and the needle 
of their respective compasses would be attracted in different di- 
rections. 

** These theories were instantly denied and contradicted by some of 
our most eminent philosophers. They assumed that there was no 
such thing as any casting of a ship in this manner, and that my 
views were merely speculative. I also asserted that the ship’s mag- 
netism being in a certain direction and her head turned in another 
direction, if the ship got a heavy blow her magnetism would be 
changed from that side which had been strongest to the other side, 
and the compasses would be changed also. Dangerous results 
might thus ensue. Now, as one could not conveniently turn an 
iron vessel upside down, I considered that by going a voyage to 
Australia — to the antipodes — ^the earth’s magnetism being changed, 
I could get the ship turned ix>sitively upside down, and I could also 
see whether the action of the storms of the southern seas and the 
vibration by straining in a sea or steaming were sufficient to upset 
the magnetism, which was of one quality in England and turned 
itself upside down and changed its quality in Australia. The subject 
was of immense importance, because of the number of losses which 
have ensued by the variance of compasses on iron ships, as in the very 
frightful cases of the Birhenhead, Tayleur, and other vessels, owing 
to the unsuspected change of compass action. When I first promul- 
gated this subject, in Liverpool, it was received with great alarm, as 
if it would damage the property of iron ships. I persevered under 
the persuasion that a ship was more safe if the captain knew the 
liability of his ship to go wrong, than if he had blind confidence in 
its correctness. However, a number of things being questioned, 
and others denied, 1 determined to go to Austrslia and prove all the 
facts 1 had assert^. The Boyal Charter was about to proceed to 
Australia, and the owners very liberally offered to give me my pas- 
sage out and home. It did not, however, suit me to have a single 
berth, and 1 declined the advcmture, unless 1 could get a whole 
cabin for Mrs. Sooresby and myself, l^iis was made known to the 
Liverpool Shipowners’ Association and the Compass Committee, who, 
in one morning, subscribed the sum necessary to secure the whole 
arrangements.*’ 

Dr. Scoresby’s experience is summed up as follows ; — ** I have 
stated that a ship at Melbourne would have her magnetic condition, 
according to my theory, turned upside down. The upper part of the 
ship, which in l^gland always has southern polarity, and attracts 
the north pole of the compass, would in Melbourne have northeEn 
polarity, and repel it. When the Royal Charter kft liverpeol, and 
when she turned, her state might be thus represented : — 

Daok. 

Boofhern magnetinn. 

Northern magnetisin. 

Keel. 
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The question is — was the opposite the case in Melbourne The 
first opportunity of trying this was in entering Port Phillip, when I 
found that the upper part of the ship had changed its polarity, and 
was now northern. On going down the vessel, I found the polarity 
diminished until, in the middle, there was no polarity. I subse- 
quently found that the longitudinal line of non-polarity was not 
straight, but waved. Above this line the north pole was repelled, 
below it was attracted. My theory was verified. Everything that 
in Liverpool was northern was now southern. This went so far, 
that the pillars, anchor- stocks, and standards of the upper parts, in- 
stead of having southern polarity, had in every case nor^em 
polarity. Every principle I had asserted was completely verified. 
The compasses were adjusted on the very ingenious principle of the 
Astronomer Royal, the errors being adjusted by antagonistic mag- 
nets in England. Exactly as I had said before the British Associa- 
tion, in 1846, these compasses not exactly ceased to be useful, but 
they actually went further wrong than any others on board. Every 
principle of a compass aloft, as the only means of safe guidance, was 
fully established. If he cannot combat with an enemy, a wise 
general gets as far away from him as he can. In our compass aloft 
we had a perfect guide and standard of reference at all times. We 
always knew what course the Royal Charter was steering, and never 
had ^e slightest doubt, notwithstanding the changes going on in 
other parts of the ship.” 

We have abridged the above from the Report of the Lecture 
in the Torlc BerM. 

We add another instance by Dr. Scoresby, upon the above sub- 
ject. When he heard of the loss of the Taylenr, an iron ship, he 
stated to a friend that he would venture, without knowing anything 
of the ship but her fate, to say she was built with her head to the 
North. It turned out on inquiry, that she was built with her head 
to the north-east. Dr. Scoresby was led to his conclusion by having 
observed that iron has magnetism induced upon it by hammering, 
and when the bar thus magnetized is turned in an opposite direction 
and hammered again, the magnetic poles were reversed. If an iron 
ship be built with her head to the North, the hammering will give 
her a magnetic polarity, which will have a certain effect on the mag- 
netic needle of the compass. Her variation from this cause may be 
ascertained, and so long as the magnetic polarity of the ship con- 


* On April 29, a splendid entertainment was given to the veteran 'voyager 
at Melbourne. In reply to the toast of the evening, Dr. Scoresby said he was an 
humble connecting link between the old and the new. He was an humble ex- 
mrimenter. In 1820 he found that the properties of magnetism in iron were 
developed by hammering ; and when again, in 1824, he brought the phenomenon 
before the public, his ezj^riments were looked upon as curiosities. But when 
ships came to be built of iron and were found intensely magnetic, the in- 
quiry arose how that could be. Since that, iron shipbuilding had become ex- 
ceedingly common, and the more necessity arose for the settlement of the ques- 
tion how to isolate the compass. He accordingly came out to Australia for the 
purpose of testing principles and suggMting a simple contrivance, so that our 
Iron shipping may traverse the ocean with smety. Everything had so far corre- 
roonded with theoiy. The contrivance consists simply of a oompaas erected as 
far off the deck as possible. The result had been exo^ent. 
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tinues the same^ the compass may be as serviceable as if it were not 
affected by the ship. 


DEEP SEA SOUNDINGS. 

A VERY interesting Map has been prepared by Captain Berryman, 
showing the Soundings of the Ocean, as taken on the United States 
steamer Arctic, by order of the Secretary of the Navy, and has 
been suspended in the rotunda of the Mercian ts’ Exchange, at New 
York. It is 22 feet in length, with a breadth of about 18 inches, 
and gives a perfect profile of the earth’s surface, on the route of the 
proposed ocean telegraph between Newfoundland and the coast of 
Ireland, with soundings at every 30 miles, indicated by figures. Tlie 
depth of water is also shown by a colouring of blue — the surface by 
a curved line, drawn on a radius of 50 feet . — Neto York Journal 
of Commerce. 

PROBABLE ORIGIN OP THE ENGLISH CHANNEL BY MEANS OP A 
PISSURE. 

M. Ami Boui, For. Mem. G.S., having met with a published 
proposal to construct a submarine tunnel across the Straits of Dover, 
pointed out that it was highly probable that the English Channel 
had not been excavated solely by water-action, but owed its origin 
to one of the lines of disturbance which have ^sured this portion of 
the earth's crust, and that, taking this view of the case, the fissure 
probably still existed, being merely filled with comparatively loose 
material, and would prove a serious obstacle to any attempt to drive 
a submarine tunnel which would have to traverse it . — Proceedings 
Geological Society. 

TRANSMISSION OF SIGNALS IN SUBMARINE CIRCUITS. 

A PAPER has been.read to the British Association, entitled, The 
Law of the Squares — is it applicable pr not to the Transmission of 
Signals in Submarine Circuits*” ' by Dr. Wildman Whitehouse. 
Before proceeding to the.^ r^nsidenition of this subject, the author 
wi^ed to explain, reference to his paper read on a previous 
day, that it for the purpose of determining the force of either 
intermitf^jig or alternating currents, whose duration was not suffi- 
cieni. to admit of the needle assuming a position of rest, that he 
proposed the use of the magneto-electrometer — an instrument ren- 
dering available the force of magnetic attraction instead of the 
deflection of the needle — as a means of measuring the amount of 
current circulating. This force was, he said, until we approach the 
point of magnetic saturation of the iron, strictly proportioned to 
the energy of the current under examination. The number of grains 
thus lifted on the arm of the lever the author proposes to call the 
practical '‘value” of the current for telegraphic purposes. The most 
striking features of this instrument are — 1st. The facility of deter- 
mining the value of currents which do not admit of being tried by 
the galvanometer ; — 2nd. The very great range which this instru- 
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ment has (viz., firom unity up to half a million), as well as the 
definiteness and accuracy of the results, even the extremes of the 
register being strictly comparable with each other; — 3rd. Unlike 
the degrees upon the galvanometer, these grains of force are units 
of real * ‘ value** and of practical utility, as was shown by a tele- 
graphic instrument in circuit being worked perfectly by a current of 
four grains. 

Referring to the proceedings of the Section in 1855, at Glasgow, 
the author quoted Prof. W. Thomson’s paper on this subject, where 
he stated “ that a part of the theory communicated by himself to the 
Koyal Society last May, and published in the Proceedings, shows 
that a wire of six times the length of the Varna and Balaklava wire, 
if of the same lateral dimensions, would give thirty-six times the 
retardation, and thirty-six times the slowness of action. If the dis- 
tinctness of utterance and rapidity of action practicable with the 
Varna and Balaklava wire are only such as not to be inconvenient, 
it would be necessary to have a wire of six times the diameter or 
better, thirty- six wires of the same dimensions, or a larger number 
of small wires twisted together, under a gutta-percha covering, to 
give tolerably convenient action by a submarine cable of six times 
the length.” The author then stated, that circumstances had en- 
abled him to make very recently a long series of experiments upon 
this point, the results of which he proposed to lay before the Section ; 
adding, that an opportunity still existed for repeating these experi- 
ments U])on a portion of cable to which he could obtain access, and 
that he was ready to show them before a committee of this Section 
in London, if the important nature of the subject should seem to 
render such a course desirable. 

Although the subject of submarine telegraphy had many points of 
the highest importance requiring investigation, and to the considera- 
tion of which he had been devoting himself recently, Dr. White- 
house proposed to confine his remarks on this occasion to the one 
point indicated in the title, inasmuch as the decision of that one, 
either favourably or otherwise, would have, on the one hand, the 
effect of putting a very narrow limit to our progress in telegraphy, 
or, on the other, of leaving it the most ample scope. He drew a 
dirtinction between the mere transmission of a current across the 
Atlantic (the possibility of which he supposed everybody must admit) 
and the effectual worUng of a telegraph at a speed sufficient for 

commercial success and we gathered from his remarks that there 
were those ready to embark in the undertaking as soon as the possi- 
bility of oommeroial success” was demonstrated. The author then 
gave a description of the apparatus employed in his researches, of 
&e manner in which the experiments were conducted, and, lastly, of 
the results obtained. The wires upon which the experiments were 
made were copper, of No. 16 gauge, very perfectly insulated with 
gutta-percha — spun into two ca&es, containing three wires of equal 
loDjeth (83 miles), covered with iron wires and coiled in a large tawlc 
in nil! contact with moist earth, but not submerged. The two cables 
were subsequently joined together, making a length of 166 miles of 
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cable, contarining three wires. In addition to this, in some of the 
latest experiments he had also the advantage of another length of 
cable, giving, with the above, an aggregate of 1020 miles. Tlie in- 
struments, one of which was exhibited, seemed to be of great deli- 
cacy, capable of the utmost nicety of adjustment, and particularly 
free from sources of error. The records were all mt^e automatically, 
by electro- chemical decomposition, on chemically-prepared paper. 
The observations of different distances recorded themselves upon the 
same slip of paper, — ^thus, 0*83 and 249 miles were imprinted upon 
one paper, 0*83, 498 miles upon another slip, 0*249, 498 upon 
another, and 0*635, 1020 upon another. Thus, by the juxtaposition 
of the several simultaneous I’ecords on each slip, as well as by the 
comparison of one slip with another, the author has been enabled to 
show most convincingly that the law of the squares is not the law 
which governs the transmission of signals in submarine circuits. 
Br. Whitehouse showed next, by reference to published experiments 
of Faraday’s and Wheatstone’s {Philosophical Magazine,' 3 \Ay, 1855), 
that the effect of the iron covering with which the cable was sur- 
rounded was, electrically speaking, identical with that which would 
have resulted from submerging the wire, and that the results of the 
experiments could not on that point but be deemed reliable. 

The author next addressed himself to the objections raised 
against conclusions drawn from experiments in “ Multiple” cables. 
Faraday had experimented, he said, upon wires laid in close juxta- 
position, and M'ith reliable results ; but an appeal was made to direct 
experiment, and the amount of induction from wire to wire was 
weighed, and proved to be as one to ten thousand, and it was found 
impossible to vary the amount of retardation by any variation in the 
arrangement of the wires. Testimony, also, on this point was not 
wanting. ITie Director of the Black Sea Telegraph, Lieut. -Col. 
Biddulph, was in England, and present at many of the experiments. 
He confinned our author’s view, adding, “that there was quite as 
much induction and emharrassment of instruments in this cable as 
he had met with in the Black Sea Line.” The author considers it, 
therefore, proved “that experiments upon such a cable, fairly and 
cautiously conducted, may be regarded as real practical tests, and 
the results obtained as a fair sample of what will ultimately be found 
to hold good practically in lines laid out in extenso. At the head of 
each column in the annexed table is stated the number of observa- 
tions upon which the result given was computed, — every observation 
being rejected on which there could fall a suspicion of carelessness, 
inaccuracy, or uncertainty as to the precise conditions ; and, on the 
other hand, every one which was retained being carefully measured 
to the hundredth part of a second. This table is subject to correc- 
tion, for variation in Ihe state of the battery employed, just as the 
barometrical observatimiB are subject to correction for temperature. 

Of this variation as a source of error the author was quite aware, but 
he was not yet in possession of facts enough to sup^y me with the 
exact amount of correction required. He preferr^ therefore, to 
let the results stand without correction. 
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Amount qf Retardation observed ai various Distances. Voltaic Current. 
Time stated in Parts of a Second. 


Mean of 
650 

observations 

Mean of 
110 

observations 

Mean of 
1840 

observations 

Mean of 
1960 

observations 

Mean of 

120 simultaneous 
observations. 

83 miles. 
•08 

166 miles. 
•14 

249 miles. 
■96 

498 miles. 
•79 

635 miles. 
•74 

1020 miles. 
1-42 


‘*Now it needs no long examination of this table to find that we 
have the retardation following an increasing ratio, — that increase 
being very little beyond the simple arithmetical ratio. I am quite 
prepared to admit the possibility of an amount of error having crept 
into these figures, in spite of my precautions ; indeed, I have on 
that account been anxious to multiply observations in order to obtain 
most trustworthy results. But I cannot admit the possibility of 
error having accumulated to such an extent as to entirely overlay 
and conceal the operation of the law of the squares, if in reality that 
law had any bearing on the results. Taking 83 miles as our unit 
of distance, we have a series of 1, 2, 8, 6, and 12. Taking IGG miles 
as our unit, we have then a series of 1, 3, and 6. Taking 249 miles, 
we have still a series of 1, 2, and 4, in very long distances. Yet 
even under these circumstances, and with these facilities, I cannot 
find a trace of the operation of that law.” 

The author then examined the evidence of the Law of the Squares, 
as shown by the value of a current taken in submarine or subterra- 
nean wires at different distances from the generator thereof, which 
he showed were strongly corroborative of the previous results. He 
next examined the question of the size of the conducting wire ; and 
he had the opportunity of testing the application of the law, as 
enunciated by Prof. Thomson in 1855. The results, far from con- 
firming the law, are strikingly opposed to it. The fact of trebling 
the size of the conductor augmented the amount of retardation to 
nearly double that observed in the single wire. The author, how- 
ever, looked for the experimentum crucis in the limit to the rapidity 
and distinctness of utterance attainable in the relative distaiices of 
600 and 1020 miles. 350 and 270 were the actual number of dis- 
tinct signals recorded in equal times through these two lengths 
respectively. These figures have no relation to the squares of the 
distance. ''Now, if the law of the squares be held to be good in 
its application to submarine circuits, and if the deductions as to the 
necessary size of the wire, based upon that law, can be proved to be 
valid also, we are driven to the inevitable conclusion that submarine 
cables of certain length, to bo successful, must be constructed in 
accordance with these principles. And what does this involve In 
the case of the Transatlantic line, whose estimated length will be no 
less than 2500 miles, it would necessitate the use, for a single con- 
ductor only, of a cable so large and ponderous, as that probably no 
ship except Mr. Scott Russell’s leviathan could cany it, — so un- 
widdy in the manufacture, that its perfect insulation would be a 
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matter almost of practical impossibility, — and so expensive, from 
the amount of materials employed, and tlie very laborious and 
critical nature of the processes required in making and laying it out, 
that the thing would he abandoned as being practically and com- 
mercially impossible. If, on the other hand, the law of the squares 
be proved to be inapplicable to the transmission of signals by sub- 
marine wires, whether with reference to the amount of retardation 
observable in them, the rapidity of utterance to be obtained, or the 
size of conductor required for the purpose, then we may shortly 
expect to see a cable not much exceeding one ton per mile, containing 
three, four, or five conductors, stretched from shore to shore, and 
uniting us to our Transatlantic brethren, at an expense of less than 
one-fourth that of the large one above mentioned, able to carry four 
or five times the number of messages, and therefore yielding about 
twenty times as much return in proportion to the outlay. And what, 
I may be asked, is the general conclusion to be drawn as the result 
of this investigation of the law of the squares applied to submarine 
circuits ? In all honesty, I am bound to answer, that I believe 
nature knows no such application of that law ; and I can only regard 
it as a fiction of the schools, a forced and violent adaptation of a 
principle in Physics, good and true under other circumstances, but 
misapplied here.” 


ROTATORY MOTION. 

Mr. W. Gravatt, F.R.S., has communicated to the Royal 
Society, ''Elementary Considerations on the subject of Rotatory 
Motion.” 

The author explains the subject of rotatory motion in a series of 
propositions by the use of prime and ultimate ratios. He com- 
mences with a simple problem, determining the law of the forces by 
which a particle of matter is deflected into any given course, and 
pursues the inquiry by a consideration of the effect of these forces 
as referred to a sphere, going on to the investigation of the cha- 
racter of the motion of any body enclosed within an imaginary 
sphere, such sphere itself being supposed to revolve upon two 
axes inclined at any angle to each other. Hence the author deter- 
mines the position of some point of the circumscribing sphere 
momentarily at rest, or in other words, of the resultant CKcia, from 
w^hich he insists that all centrifugal forces must really be calculated. 

His first application of the law thus enunciated is to the motion of 
the peg-top ; and upon the principles he has already laid down, he 
shows that there is in the first instance rotation round a momentary 
horizontal axis, calling up rotation round a momentary vertical axis ; 
and that the ratio of the velocities of these two rotations, together 
with the length of the peg, determines the angular inclination of 
the top, contraiy to the received explanation as given by Euler and 
other mathematicians. 

The law is further applied to the effect produced upon a falling 
body by the axial rotation of the earth, in the discussion of which, 
La Rlace, in the opinion of the author, has committed two important 
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errors ; one in denying any deviation towards the equator, the 
other in his calculation of the amount of the deviation towards 
the east. 

This is followed by an investigation of the motion or direction of 
flight of a cannon-ball or shell fired in a northerly or southerly 
direction, from which it appears that a large shell will be subject to 
a deviation from the true line of projection, in consequence of the 
earth’s rotation, amounting to no less than 22 feet. 

The author then refers to the well-known experiment of M. Fou- 
cault for proving sensibly the rotation of the earth, and shows from 
calculation that the errors which would be sufficient to vitiate the 
I'esults in this experiment are so extremely minute and so difficult of 
avoidance by any perfection or manipulation w'hich can be employed, 
that its peiformance cannot perhaps be safely adduced as proving 
such rotation. 

Mr. Gravatt illustrated his views by the exhibition to the meeting 
of a model apparatus, in which the vertical and horizontal motions 
may be variously combined, but which could not be intelligibly 
described without a series of complicated drawings unfitted for the 
compass of a mere abstract. 

PENDULUM EXPERIMENTS. 

There has been read to the Royal Society, the following Sup- 
plement to the * Account of Pendulum Experiments undertaken in 
the Harton Colliery;’* being an Account of Expeiiments under- 
taken to determine the correction for the Temperature of the Pen- 
dulum.” By G. B. Airy, Esq., Astronomer Rnyal. 

Adverting to the circumstance that, in the Harton Experiment, 
there was a mean difference of 7“ between the temperature above and 
below, and that a careful determination of the coefficient for tempera- 
ture-correction was therefore necessary, the author describes the pro- 
cess by which the correction was now investigated by experiment on 
the same pendulums which were used in the Harton Experiment. 
Two rooms were selected at the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, 
having firm stone floors, and admitting of being heated, one by 
a stove in the room, the other by a hot-air apparatus below. One 
pendulum was mounted upon its iron stand, with clock and other 
apparatus, in one room, and the other in the other room. Care was 
taken that the pendulums and their thermometers should be effec- 
tually protected from radiation. The two clocks were compai*ed by 
carrying a chronometer from one to the other, and remarking the 
time of coincidence of beats ; a method which admits of very great 
accuracy, when (as in this instance) the distance through which the 
chronometer is to be carried is sm^l. In the Fifth Series (count- 
ing the series in sequence to those of the Harton Experiment), Pen- 
diflum 1821 was kept in heat, and Pendulum 8 cool, and continuous 

* The AooosBt of these Experimeate, to which the above paper is Supple- 
mental^, was oamnxuuicated bj Professor Airr to the Royal Society, on Janiury 
31, 1866. An abstract of the results appeared in the Tear-Book ^ FaeUf 186i( 

pp. 4, 5, 6. 
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observations were kept up during forty hours. In the Sixth Series, 
Pendulum 8 only was kept in heat, and observations were again 
kept up during forty hours. The Seventh and Eighth Series were 
similar, respectively, to the Fifth and Sixth. The temperatures are 
referred to two of the thermometers used in the Harton Experiment, 
and to two other thermometers supplying the place of two of the 
Harton thermometers which cannot be found. The observations 
were conducted entirely by Messrs. Dunkin and Ellis, Assistants of 
the Royal Observatory. 

On discussing the results of the observations, there appears to be 
reason for supposing that a change has taken place in one of the 
pendulums after the Seventli Series. This appears from the circum- 
stance that, though the Fifth and Seventh Series agree well, the 
Sixth and Eighth are discordant ; and also from this circumstance, 
that the abstract relation between the two pendulums given by the 
Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Series agrees closely with that found at 
Hai'ton ; but that if the Eighth Series is included, there is a con- 
siderable discordance. 

If the Eighth Series is rejected, it appears that Colonel Sabine’s 
coefficient ought to be increased by about ^th part ; and on intro- 
ducing this correction into the computations of the Harton Experi- 
ment, the result for the earth’s mean density is 6 ’809. If the 
Eighth Series is retained, the correction is reduced to less than one- 
fourth of that just mentioned, and the earth’s mean density is 6*623. 

The author subjoins an investigation with which he has been 
favoured by Professor Stokes on the effect of the rotation and ellip- 
ticity of the earth in modifying the numerical results of the Harton 
Experiment. It appears that the numbers found in the paper ought 
to bemultiplied by 

l + *»— 3+*|« COB 21, 

A & 

equatorial centrifugal force 

’'■'e'® "= gravity 

e=ellipticity 
;=slatitade of place. 

On converting this formula into numbers, for Harton, the factor is 
found to be 1*00012, which produces no sensible change in the 
result. 

At the equator the factor would have been 1*00679. 


THEBKAL EFFECTS OF FLUIDS IN MOTION. 

Pbofessob William Thomson, F.R.S., and Mr. J. P. Joule, 
F.R.S., state, that a very great depression of temperature has been 
remarked by some observers when steam of high pressure issues 
from a small orifice into the open air. After the experiments we 
have made on the rush of air in similar circumstances, it could not 
be doubted that a great elevation of temperature ^ of the issuing 
steam might be observed as well as the great depression usually sup- 
posed to be the only result. The method to obtain the entire 
thermal effect is obviously that which we have already employed in 
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our experiments on permanently elastic fluids, viz., to transmit the 
steam through a porous material and to ascertain its temperature as 
it enters into and issues from the resisting medium. We have made 
a preliminary experiment of this kind, which may be sufficiently 
interesting to phice on record before proceeding to obtain more 
exact numerical results. 

A short pipe an inch and a half diameter was screwed into an 
elbow pipe inserted into the top of a high-pressure steam-boiler. A 
cotton plug placed in the short pipe had a fine wire of platina passed 
through it, the ends of which were connected with iron wires passing 
away to a sensitive galvanometer. The deflection due to a given 
difference of temperature of the same metallic junctions having been 
previously ascertained, we were able to estimate the difference of 
temperature of the steam at the opposite ends of the plug. The 
resuH of several experiments showed that for each lb. of pressure by 
which the steam on the pressure side exceeded that of the atmo- 
sphere on the exit side there was a cooling effect of 0*2 cent. The 
steam, therefore, issued at a temperature above 100° cent., and, 
consequently, dry ; showing the correctness of the view which we 
brought fomard some years ago as to the non -scalding property of 
steam issuing from a high-pressure boiler . — Proceedings of the Royal 
Society. 


MOLECULAR PROPERTIES OF ZINC. 

Bollet gives, in a paper in Liebig’s Annalait ‘*On the Mole- 
cular Properties of Zinc,” a rSsim6 of less-known observations on 
the physical properties of that metal by other chemists, in addition 
to experiments of his own. Zinc is generally stated to have a crys- 
talline lamellar structure, but the author had found that this was 
onlv the case with zinc which had been heated to almost a red heat, 
and then cooled ; w'hile that which had been simply melted and then 
cooled, had always a small granular structure. The differences in 
the observations on the specific gravity of zinc are greater than in any 
other metal; they vary from 6 ’86 to 7 '2. Bolley ascertained by 
actual observation on various specimens, that there existed hollow 
spaces in the interior of the zinc, which were amply sufficient to 
account for these variations. He cast small cylinders of zinc 
about 10 gnus, in weight, using every precaution to prevent air 
being enclosed. These pieces were divided and subdivided, and the 
specific gravity token in small pieces until well- agreeing results were 
obtained. It was found, the smaller the pieces, the higher was the 
specific gravity. He found that zinc which had been heated to 
melting, and then quickly cooled, had a specific gravity of 7 ’178, 
and when slowly cooled 7*146 ; that which had been heated to red- 
ness and quickly cooled, of 7*109, and slowly cooled, 7*120. Zinc 
which had been simply melted was comparatively malleable, while 
that which had been heated to redness was not at all so. The ease 
with which commercial sine dissolves is ascribed to the presence in 
it of foreign metals. But even in pure sine there are dmerences in 
solubility, which arise from the temperatures to which it has 
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been heated. Pare zinc was heated to melting, one paii; j)oured in 
cold water, and another poured on a warm plate. Anotlier Bpeci- 
men of the same zinc was heated to redness, and cooled by the same 
method. It was found that the latter was far more easily dissolved 
in dilute acids than the former. He concludes that zinc melted at 
as low a temperature as possible is distinguished by — 1. granular 
fracture ; 2. probable higher specific gravity ; 3. greater mallea- 
bility ; 4. less solubility in dilute acids ; while that melted at a 
higher temperature has — 1. crystalline lamellar fracture; 2. pro- 
bable less specific gravity ; 8. greater biittleuess ; and 4. far greater 
solubility in dilute acids. 

Bolley suggests that zinc is dimorphous. He finds a support for 
this idea in the fact that the atomic volume of zinc is veiy near that 
of platinum, iridium, and palladium, three metals which are dimor- 
phous . — Philosophical Magasiiie, No. 71. 


ON THE INCANDESCENCE OF METAL WIRES IN ALCOHOLIC VATODB. 

BY H. REINSCH. 

Reinsch lung since showed that wires of all the infusible metals, 
as also most of the metallic oxides, continued incandescent in the 
vapour of alcohol, so that this property is by no means peculiar to 
platinum. He has had the opportunity of making some experiments 
upon this phenomenon, which have led to a remarkable observ a- 
tion. When a spiral <of copper wire is fastened in tho manner de- 
8cril>cd by Reinsch upon the wick of a spirit-lamp, and the lamp is 
lighted and then quickly blown out, the copper wire continues in- 
candescent just as well as platinum. This incandescence, however, 
onl}’ lasts two or three minutes. But if a small fragment of coke 
be inserted into the spiral, and the whole be brought to a red heat, 
the wire will continue to glow permanently after the extinction of 
the flame. The author attempted to explain this phenomenon by 
the supposition that the high temperature was better maintained by 
the fragment of coke, as it does not carry off the heat so quickly as 
the wire, and as it were forms a sponge, which always retains suffi- 
cient heat to communicate to the wire the temperature necessaiy for 
its incandescence. This supposition, however, was not confirmed, 
as the spiral was not extinguished even when the piece of coke was 
removed. If it be then blown out and again ignited, it continues 
to glow without the piece of coke, so tliat by contact with the coke 
it has passed into a peculiar state, which, in the author s opinion, 
must arise from an electrical action between the two substanccH. — 
Archiv der Pharm. ; Philosophical MagazinCy No. 71. 


TEACHING FE&8FECTIVS. 

Mr. H. R. Twining has exhibited to the British Association, 
** Models to illustrate a new Method of teaching Perspective.” The 
object of this communication is to explain the principles of perspec- 
tive in such a manner as may enable those who draw to distribute 
their objects not only in a correct manner, but in one agreeable to 
the eye. It is an intermediaiy step between those rules which .are 
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demonstrated by diagrams in the usual treatises and those appear- 
ances which characterize natural objects themselves. The chief 
difficulty in enabling an audience to follow out the principles of per- 
spective when applied to solid objects is, that every individual sees 
these from a different position ; so that such an explanation of the 
effect observed as is adapted to one individual cannot suit another. 
Mr. Twining’s method aims at overcoming this difficulty by placing 
an image (with which each individual is supposed to identify him- 
self) in the exact spot which the observer ought to occupy, and 
which serves to mark the true focus of the picture. 


NEW DOUBLE-ACTING AIR-PUMP WITH A SINGLE CYLINDER. 

Mr. T. Tate, F.R. A.S., describes this new instrument in the 
Philoaophiccd M<iga 2 ine, No. 71. Its chief points of novelty consist 
in a double piston acting in a single cylinder, and in the superior 
system of valves. This double piston with a single cylinder gives to 
the instrument all the properties of an ordinary air-pump with two 
cylinders : this new instrument, in fact, may be regarded as a sin- 
gle-barrelled pump, capable of performing its work with only one- 
half the usual motion. 

The advantages of this new pump, as compared with the common 
pump of the same capacity of cylinder, are as follows : — 

1. To effect the same exhaustion, the driving pressure moves over 
one-half the space. 

2. From the superior construction of valves, the exhaustion is car- 
ried to a much greater extent. 

3. From having a double stroke in a single cylinder, the expense 
of construction is considerably reduced. 

4. As the exhaustion proceeds, the pressure requisite for moving 
the pistons becomes less and less. The contrary takes places in the 
common pump. 

In the pump which Mr. Tate has constructed, the valves are made 
of oil* silk, and the piston-rod is moved by the direct application of the 
pressure ; but he purposes to construct a pump on the new principle, 
with metal valves covered with oil- cisterns, and lifted up by the 
stroke of the piston, and also with a pump- lever (or crank) attached 
to the head of the piston-rod. The pump thus constructed will most 
certainly exhaust the air from the receiver until its elasticity is 
reduced to that of the vapour of the oil. 


absorption op ammonia by cryptogamic plants. 

M. Binkau has made some observations on the Absorption of 
Ammonia and the Nitrates by Cryptogamic Plants. His experi- 
ments were made on the Hydrodictyon pentagonaZe and the Conferva 
vulgaris. He infers from them these consequences : — 1, The 
demonstration of the fact of an absorption or of a decomposition of 
ammoniacal salts with an intensity analogous to that of CO*. This 
has hitherto had no parallel in the case of saline matters, which are 
generally absorbed much less abundantly than their solvents. 2. 
^at the nutrition of the Algse is promoted by their tendency to 
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remove the nitrates from the waters in which they vegetate, cither 
by directly assimilating the nitrogen, or by converting the nitrates 
into ammoniacal salts. 3. That the elaboration by green plants of 
nitrogen compounds, as well as of carbonic acid, is facilitated by 
light. — Liebig's Annalen; Philosophical Magazine, No. 73. 


NEW FORM OF CAST-IRON GALVANIC BATTERY. 

Mr. W. Symons has exhibited to the British Association a very 
simple wooden frame for holding the plates of zinc and of cast iron, 
which were cast on the same pattern. In this frame he had two 
samples of the mode of arranging the plates which might be adopted : 
one, in which each zinc plate haid an iron plate on each side of it, as 
in Wollaston’s battery ; the plates arranged in this form could be set 
at such distances by pieces of wood and a simple binding screw that 
eacli galvanic pair, as the three may be termed, can sit in the cell of 
a Wollaston earthenware trough. In the other arrangement, one to 
act on the principle of Groves’s battery may be produced without the 
use of porous cells by placing the plates alternately, as described in 
the second volume of Walker and Lardner's Treatise on Electricity 
in Lardner's Cyclopaedia. Hiis combination the author affirmed to 
be cheap, convenient, and very energetic. 


ON A PROCESS OP ENGRAVING IN RELIEF ON ZINC. BY 
J. DEVINCENZI. REPORT BY M. BECQUEREL. 

Zincography, or the art of drawing upon zinc so as to print from 
it, has already been practised for some years. In England and Ger- 
many zinc has long been substituted for stone in lithography, but in 
France this substitution has not been adopted. M. Devincenzi, 
wishing to obtain plates in relief on zinc for the purpose of typo- 
graphy, has arrived, after many trials, at the process which will be 
hereafter described. But in the first place we may observe, that 
M. L. P. Dupont has since tried a very different process. This 
new method consists in drawing on a plate of zinc with an insoluble 
chalk of his invention, or with lithographic chalk or ink ; liquefying 
the fatty matter of the drawing by heating it slightly, spreading over 
the plate a powder composed of resin. Burgundy pitch, and bitumen ; 
removing the portion of the powder which does not adhere by means 
of the bellows ; and heating afresh to fix that which covers the draw- 
ing. The plate when prepared in this manner is immersed in a bath 
of sulphate of zinc, and connected with the negative pole of a battery, 
whilst the liquid is in relation with the positive pole. In this man- 
ner a relief is obtained, which serves for the formation of a gutta- 
percha mould, and from this a plate in relief is produced by electro- 
type. 

M. Devincenzi’s process is different from the preceding. The sur- 
face of an ordinary zinc plate is grained by means of sifted sand, and 
the drawing is made upon this with lithographic chalk or ink. It is 
then passed into a weak decoction of galls, and afterwards into gum- 
water, in order to hinder the portions of the zinc which are not 
covered with the drawing from taking the varnish, which will be 

I2 
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mentioned hereafter. The plate is washed with water, and the chalk 
or ink is then removed with oil of turpentine, as in the preparation 
of lithographic stone. When these operations are completed, the 
plate is moistened, and a varnish composed of asphaltum, drying oil, 
and turpentine, thinned with oil of lavender, is applied to it with a 
roller. The varnish only adheres to the portions which were covered 
with chalk or ink. It is left to dry for twelve or fifteen hours, when 
a brush soaked in a very weak solution of sulphuric acid is passed 
over the plate to clean the surface which is not covered with varnish ; 
the plate is then immersed in a solution of sulphate of copper of 
15°, at the same time that a plate of copper of the same dimensions 
is placed parallel to it at a distance of 5 millims., and connected with 
it by a copper rod. The portion of the zinc not covered by the var- 
nish is chemically acted upon by the solution of sulphate of copper, 
and electro- chemically by the action of the voltaic couple, whilst the 
solution has no action upon the varnish. The zinc plate is taken out 
every minute to remove the copper deposited, and in from four to 
eight minutes the relief is sufficient for the printing of a great num- 
ber of copies in the ordinary printing-press. 

To prove the applicability of this process, the Commission had a 
very fine drawing made upon grained zinc and treated by M. Devin- 
cenzi ; when printed, all the copies exhibited an exact reproduction 
of the drawing. 

A trial of the effect of the chemical action of the sulphate of cop- 
per alone, without the intervention of the electro-chemical action, gave 
unsatisfactory results ; the outlines of the drawing were not distinct, 
and several parts were not given. It appears, therefore, that the 
voltaic action is necessary. Of some plates, M. Devincenzi has 
printed three thousand copies, the last being as fine as the first ; and 
he considers that zinc, from its presenting more resistance than the 
alloy of lead and antimony employed in cliches, will allow at least as 
many copies to be printed from it . — Comptes Rendus ; Philosophical 
Magazine, No. 70. 

MACHINE FOR POLISHING SPECULA. 

Dr. R. Greene has exhibited to the British Association a beau- 
tiful working model of a machine, invented by him, last year, for 
Polishing the Specula of reflecting Telescopes. His object in con- 
structing it was to produce a machine at the cost of 60s. or 70s. 
which should be equally eflBcacious for that purpose with a very 
complex machine invent^ by Mr. Lassell, of Liverpool, which has 
produced the finest telescopes ever constructed. Having accurately 
attained this object, the Doctor found that by adding three or four 
more pulleys to the machine it was capable of moving the polisher 
over the speculum in an almost endless variety of curves, so that 
the operator could choose any variety of figure he might fancy to 
experuneut with. We have ourselves seen a great variety of those 
beautiful figures traced by the machine itself by fixing a black-lead 
pencil on the working crank. A machine costing not more than 
60s. or 70s. is amply powerful for polishing a speculum of 12 or 14 
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inches in diameter, which it will generally finish in from four to six 
hours. The principle of the machine consists of a vertical shaft 
carrying a sliding crank and a horizontal table or chuck attached 
to another vertical shaft, but which, being supported by sliding 
collars, can have its axis moved at pleasure to any distance out of 
the line of direction of the axis of the crank. The table can be 
made to revolve from right to left, or the reverse, at pleasure, and 
move with various velocities. All the journals move in box-wood 
collars or boxes, which the Doctor finds after many years’ trial to 
be superior to bell-metal, as not heating, soiling the oil, or working 
loose, and recommends them for general use in mounting every 
kind of machinery. He also mentions the great advantage he 
derived from placing the centre of the speculum a little out of the 
centre of the revolving table, thus making the eccentricity a variable 
quantity, being sometimes the sum and at other times the diffei'ence 
of the two eccentricities of the table and of the speculum on the 
table. Lastly, he recommended making the polisher of three circular 
pieces of light wood joined together, one in the centre and the other 
two at right angles to the centre-piece, in place of two pieces only as 
usually employed, and which are liable to warp, while three pieces 
will never warp with any change in the dryness or dampness of the 
atmosphere ; and in place of forming the grooves in the pitch by 
indentation with the edge of a strip of thin wood, the Doctor pre- 
ferred fastening small squares of thin wood to the face of the polisher, 
and covering them with the pitch, leaving about a quarter of an 
inch space between the squares. 

The paper gave rise to an animated debate, in which many mem- 
bers joined, particularly Mr. Lassell, who highly approved of the 
machine and the Doctor’s suggestions in using it. 

In the course of the discussion upon this paper, the interest in 
which was much increased by Mr. Lassell tsJsing part in it, Pro- 
fessor Stoney remarked that two of the main points now brought 
forward have been already published. The motion which is given 
to the spindle carrying the speculum in order to secure the requisite 
motions without complex mechanism above, and the scoring up of 
the polisher so that the pitch may have ample room to expand late- 
rally without getting into the ridges, are l^th parts of the Earl of 
Hosse’s origin^ invention, as published in the pMLoso^ical Ti'WMt 
CLC tiom for 1840. Lord Bosse not only was the first to polish 
large specula successfully by machinery, but further pointed out in 
the cle^est manner the principles which should be kept in view in 
contriving other machines to efifect the same result. — Aiher^jevm^ 
No. 1508. 


DICHBOMATIO PHENOMENA. 

Db. Gladstone has communicated to the British Association a 
paper ** On some Dichromatic Phenomena among Solutions, and 
the means of representing them.” This paper is an extension of 
Sir John Herschel’s observations on dichromatism, that property 
whereby certain bodies appear of a different colour, according to 
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the quantity seen through. It depends generally on the less rapid 
absorption of the red ray as it penetrates a substance. A dichro- 
matic solution was examined by placing it in a wedge-shaped glass 
trough, held in such a position that a slit in a window-shutter was 
seen traversing the varying thicknesses of the liquid. The diversely 
coloured line of light thus produced was analyzed by a prism, and 
the resulting spectrum was represented in a diagram by means of 
coloured chalks on black paper, the true position of the apparent 
colours being determined by the fixed lines of the spectrum. In 
this way the citrate and comenamate of iron, sulphate of indigo, 
litmus in various conditions, also cochineal, chromium, and cobalt 
salts, were examined and represented. Among the more notable 
results were the following : — A base, such as chromic oxide, pro- 
duces very nearly the same spectral image with whatever acid it 
may be combined, although the salts n.ay appear very different in 
colour to the unaided eye. Citrate of iron appears green, brown, 
or red, according to the quantity seen through. It transmits the 
red ray most Ciisily, then the orange, then the green, which covers 
the space usually occupied by the yellow ; it cuts off entirely the 
more refrangible half of the spcctnim. Neutral litmus appears 
blue or red, according to the strength or depth of the solution. 
Alkalies cause a great development of the blue ray ; acids cause a 
like increase of the orange, while the minimum of luminosity is 
altered to a position much nearer the blue. Boracic acid causes a 
development of the violet. Alkaline litmus was exhibited so strong 
that it appeared red, and slightly acid litmus so dilute that it 
looked bluish-purple; indeed, on account of the easy transmissi- 
bility of the orange ray through an acid solution, the apparent 
paradox was maintained that a large amount of alkaline litmus is 
of a purer red than acid litmus itself. Another kind of dichro- 
matism was examined, dependent, not on the actual quantity of 
coloured material, but on the relative proportion of the solvent. 
— Athencev/ni, No. 1504. 

SOLAR LIGHT — SIMPLE PHOTOMETER. 

Mr. Mungo Ponton has communicated to the Boyal Society of 
Edinburgh a paper, the first part of which was occupied with a de- 
tail of some observations, made in the course of the summer of 1855, 
on the quantity and intensity of Solar Light, as compared with fami- 
liar sources of artificial flame. The instrument employed for these 
observations was a simple monochromatic photometer, whose con- 
struction was minutely described. 

The results obtained were stated to be, that a small surface, illu- 
minated by mean solar light, is 444 times brighter than when it is 
illundnated by a moderator lamp, and 1560 times brighter than when 
it is Illuminati by a wax candle (short six in the lb. ), — the artificial 
light being in both instances placed at two inches’ distance from 
the illuminated surface. It was then pointed out, that as the elec- 
tric light may be easily obtained of a brilliancy equal to 520 wax 
candles, three such electric lights, placed at two inches from a 
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given small surface, would render it as bright as when it is illumi- 
nated by mean sunshine. 

It was thence inferred, that a stratum occupying the entire surface 
of the sphere of which the earth’s distance from tlie sun is the radius, 
and consisting of three layers of flame, each -nrTnr^^ 
thickness, each possessing a brightness equal to that of such an 
electric light, and all three embraced within a thickness of ^th of 
an inch, would give an amount of illumination equal in quantity 
and intensity to that of the sun at the distance of 95 millions of miles 
from his centre. 

It was then shown, that were such a stratum transferred to the 
surface of the sun, where it would occupy 46,275 times less area, its 
thickness would be increased to ,94 feet, and it would embrace 
138,825 layers of flame, equal in brightness to the electric light ; 
but that the same effect might be produced by a stratum about nine 
miles in thickness, embracing 72 millions of layers, each having only 
a brightness equal to that of a wax candle. 

The various possible causes of the light proceeding from the lumi- 
nous envelope of the sun were then considered ; and an attempt 
was made to show, that the shining particles in that envelope may 
possibly be minute luminiferous organisms, floating in an elastic 
atmosphere, each emitting only a small amount of phosphorescence, 
the enormous flood of splendour emanating from the surface of the 
medium being due to the combined action of these individually feeble 
agents . — Edinburgh New Philosophical Jov/rnal, No. 6. 


COLOUR-BLINDNESS. 

A PAPER has been read to the Royal Society, ''on Colour-Blind- 
ness,” by William Pole, Esq. The author’s object is to state his 
own case of colour-blindness, which he believes to be one of the 
most decided on record — ^to compare it with others of the same kind 
— and to show that the general phenomena attending this defect of 
vision are more uniform and consistent, as well as more easy ot 
explanation, than is generally supposed. 

After stating reasons which justify a colour-blind person in 
undertaking the investigation and description of his own case, the 
author gives a preliminaiy statement of his views in regard to the 
general theory and nomenclature of colours, adopting the ordinary 
hypothesis that red, blue, and yellow, are the three primaries. 
Colour blindness may be described as of three kinds : — 1. Inability 
to discern any colour except black and white. This is very rare. 
2. Inability to discriminate between the nicer distinctions of colour. 
This is so common as to be apparently rather the rule than the 
exception. 3. The third variety is the only one at present treated of 
by the author. Its outward manifestation is the inability to dis- 
tinguish between many of the colours most marked to normal eyes ; 
and its most complete form is what is c^ed dichromic vision-being 
total blindness to one of the three primary colours. 

The description of a case of colour blinduess may either be con- 
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fined to the symptoms of the malady — that is, the effects it produces 
on the individual’s judgment of colours — or to the sensation expe- 
rienced. The first is the plan usually adopted, but the author com- 
bines both in the account of his own case. The symptoms are as 
follows : — Blue and yellow are perfectly distinguished, and are the 
only colours seen in the spectrum. Almost all colour-blind persons 
think they see red, but it is frequently confounded with green (the 
most common mistake), black, orange, yellow, brown, blue, and 
violet. Crimson and pink appear to have no relation to scarlet. 
Green is a most perplexing colour. It is not only confounded with 
red, but also with black, white or grey, orange, yellow, blue, violet, 
and brown. Violet is confounded with blue or grey, and orange 
with yellow. More difficulty is manifested with light or dark tones 
of compound colours than with full ones. 

In explaining more accurately the real nature of the author’s 
vision of colours, he states that his vision is perfectly dichromic. 
Blue and yellow he sees perfectly well, and he has no reason to 
doubt that his sensations of these two colours are the same as those 
of the normal- eyed. The third primary — red — is the one in regard 
to which his vision is defective ; but the study of the sensations 
produced by this colour has been involved in some difficulty. Car- 
mine, the artificial representative of what is usually considered fine 
red, presents to the author’s eye a very positive sensation, which 
he long supposed to be a distinct colour ; but on examining it more 
closely he found it to be merely a dark shade of yellow. In passing 
on to the green division of the colour circle, lying between the blue 
and yellow, the author calls attention to the apparent anomaly that, 
though colour-blind persons see blue and yellow perfectly well, 
their combination, green, should be so great a stumbling-block. 
This fact appears to have perplexed everybody who has treated on 
the subject, excepting Sir John Herschel, who discovered that the 
equilibrium of blue and yellow produces green-white — that is, the 
white of the colour-blind is not white at all, but green. And this 
is consistent with theory ; for if normal white be a combination of 
three elements, the invisibility of one of these elements to the 
oolour*blind should naturally have the effect of changing the ap- 
pearance of their compound. Since, therefore, green is only a 
colour to the normal-ey^, as it is contrasted with white light, it 
becomes no colour at 2^ to the colour-blind. Thus the dichromic 
explanation of the author’s vision is complete. He has only two 
smsarions of colour properly so called, namely, blue and yeUow — 
all other hues in nature bring reduced to shades of these. 

The colours of lights or the hues resulting from their combination, 
may be called green, white, or grey* at pleasure. It is shown that 
this explanation of colour-blind vision will fully account for the 
whole the varied symptoms above enumerated. Bed and green« 
fior example, are bo& seen only as shades of yeUow ; and if the 
yellaw is of the same intensity in each, they will appear alike, and 
of course be confounded with each other. 

The author then proceeds to consider how far his own case may 
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lae regarded as a type of the defect in general. The varied and 
incongruous nature of the symptoms has given rise to a belief that 
there are many varieties of colour-blindness, or at least many dif- 
ferent degrees of it ; but after carefully examining the published 
accounts, he has arrived at the conviction that the true dichromic 
affection is much more general than is commonly supposed. From 
the results of his investigations, he draws a few inferences in regard 
to the theory of the primary colours, although admitting his incom- 
petence to deal fully with this part of the subject. He considers 
that, from the extreme simplicity of the phenomena of colours as 
seenjby the colour-blind, their experience may serve as a stepping- 
stone to the more complex problems of normal vision. Their light 
is divisible into two colours, blue and yellow ; and since these must 
be undoubtedly primaries to the colour-blind, it is reasonable to 
infer they should also be primaries in the normal system. The 
dichromic eye further becomes of use as an analyser of colours, and 
can detect the presence of blue or yellow in compounds whose ele- 
ments may be inseparable to normal eyes. 

The principal symptom of colour-blindness being the mistaking of 
red for green, and vice versd, it has been thought that ihe use of 
these colours for railway and ship signals becomes dangerous when 
colour-blind persons may have to observe them. The author points 
out that this danger may be obviated by very simple means. Red 
and green are not confounded with each other generally, but only 
such hues of them as lie in both cases on the yellow side of the 
neutral ; and therefore, if the green be made a 6^MC-green, at the 
same time that the red is a yeUaw-red, they become quite as distinct 
to the colour-blind as to the normal-eyed. — Saturday Review, No. 34. 


THBOET OP COMPOUND COLOURS. 

A FAFEE has been read to the British Association on the Theory 
of Compound Colours with reference to Mixtures of Blue and 
Yellow Light,” by Mr. J. C. Maxwell. When we mix together 
blue and yellow paint, we obtain green paint This fact is well 
known to all who have ever handled colours ; and it is universally 
admitted that blue and yellow make green. Red, yellow, and blue 
being the primaiy colours among painters, green is regarded as a 
secondary colour, arising from the mixture of blue and yellow. 
Newton, however, found that the green of the spectrum was not 
the same thing as the mixture of two colours of the spectrum, for 
such a mixture could be separated by the prism, while the green 
of the spectrum resisted further decomposition. But still it was 
believed that yellow and blue would make a green, though not that 
of ihe spectrum. As far as 1 am aware, the first experiment on 
che subject is that of M. Plateau, who, Wore 1819, made a disk 
with alternate sectors of Prussian blue and gamboge, and observed 
that, when spinning, the resultant tint was not green, but a neutral 
my, inclining sometimes to yellow or blue, but never to green. 
Professor J. B. Forbes, of Edinburgh, made similar experiments 
in 1849, with the same result. Professor Helmholtz, of Kdnigsbeig, 
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to whom we owe the most complete investigation on visible colour, 
has given the true explanation of this phenomenon. Tlie result of 
mixing two coloured powders is not by any means the same as 
mixing the beams of light which flow from each separately. In the 
latter case we receive all the light which comes either from the one 
powder or the other ; in the fonner, much of the light coming from 
one powder falls on a particle of the other, and we receive only that 
portion which has escaped absorption by one or other. Thus, the 
light coming from a mixture of blue and yellow powder consists 
partly of li^t coming directly from blue particles or yellow parti- 
cles, and partly of light acted on by both blue and yellow particles. 
This latter light is green, since the blue stops the red, yellow, and 
oi’ange, and the yellow stops the blue and violet. Mr. Maxwell 
has experimented on the mixture of blue and yellow light — ^by rapid 
rotation, by combined reflexion and transmission, by viewing them out 
of a focus, in stripes, at a great distance, by throwing the colours of 
the spectrum on a screen, and by receiving them into the eye directly ; 
and Mr. Maxwell has arranged a portable apparatus by which any 
one may see the result of this or any other mixture of colours of the 
spectrum. In all these cases, blue and yellow do not make green. 
Experiments have been made on the mixture of coloured powders. 
Those used principally were “ mineral blue” (froih copper) and 
chrome yellow.” Other blue and yellow pigments gave curious 
results ; but it was more difficult to mate the mixtures, and the greens 
were less uniform in tint. The mixtures of these colours were made 
by weight, and were painted on disks of paper, which were after- 
wards treated in the manner described in Mr. Maxwell’s paper on 
Colour as perceived by the Eye,” in the Transactions of the Royal 
Society of Edinhwrghj vol, xxi., part ii. The visible effect of the 
colour is estimated in terms of the standard-coloured papers : — 
Vermillion (V), ultramarine (U), and emerald green (E). The 
accuracy of the results, and their significance, can be best under- 
stood by referring to the paper before mentioned. Mineral blue 
is denoted by B, and chrome yellow by Y ; and B, means a 
mixture of three parts blue and five parts yellow. 


Given Colour. 

Standard Colours. 

V. U. E. 

Co-efiicient. 



100 


2 

36 

7 . . 

... 45 

P 7 

100 

— 

1 

18 

17 . . 

... 37 

Be 

i; 

100 


4 

11 

34 . . 

... 49 

B 5 

100 

— 

9 

5 

40 . . 

... 64 

B 4 


100 

SS 

15 

1 

40 . . 

... 66 

Ba 

t; 

100 

= 

22 

-2 

44 . . 

... 64 


yI 

100 

— 

35 

-10 

61 . . 

... 76 

B* 

Y 7 

100 

s 

64 

-19 

64 . . 

, . . . 109 


yI 

100 

= 

180 

-27 

124 . . 

. . . . 277 


The columns Y., U., E. give the proportions of the standard 
colours which are equivalent to 100 of the given colour; and the sum 
of V., U., E. gives a co-efficient, which gives a general idea of the 
brightness. It will be seen that the first admixture of yellow dimi- 
nishes the brightness of the blue. The negative values of XJ. 
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indicate that a mixture of V., U., and E. cannot be made equiva- 
lent to the given colour. The experiments from which these results 
were taken had the negative values transferred to the other side of 
the equation. They were all made by means of the colour-top, and 
were verified by repetition at different times. It may be necessary 
to remark, in conclusion, with reference to the mode of registering 
visible colours in terms of three arbitrary standard colours, that it 
proceeds upon that theory of three primary elements in the sensa- 
tion of colour, which treats the investigation of the laws of visible 
colour as a branch of human physiology, incapable of being deduced 
from the laws of light itself, as set forth in physical optics. It 
takes advantage of the methods of optics to study vision itself, — 
and its appeal is not to physical principles, but to our consciousness 
of our own sensations. — Athenveuniy No. 1505. 

Faraday's lines of force. 

A PAPER has been read to the British Association on a Method 
of Drawing the Theoretical Forms of FaradaVs Lines of Force 
without Calculation,” by Mr. J. C. Maxwell. The method applies 
more particularly to those cases in which the lines are entirely 
parallel to one plane, such as the lines of electric currents in a thin 
plate, or those round a system of parallel electric currents. In 
such cases, if we know the forms of the lines of force in any two 
cases, we may combine them by simple addition of the functions on 
which the equations of the lines depend. Thus the system of lines 
in a uniform magnetic field is a series of parallel straight lines at 
equal intervals, and that for an infinite straight electric cuirent 
perpendicular to the paper is a series of concentric circles whose 
radii are in geometric progression. Having drawn these two sets ot 
lines on two separate sheets of paper, and laid a third piece above, 
di’aw a third set of lines through the intersections of the first and 
second sets. This will be the system of lines in a uniform field 
disturbed by an electric current. The most interesting cases are 
those of uniform fields disturbed by a small magnet. If we draw 
a circle of any diameter with the magnet for centre, and join those 
points in which the circle cuts the lines of force, the straight lines 
so drawn will be parallel and equi-distant, and it is easily shown 
that they represent the actual lines of force in a paramagnetic, dia- 
magnetic, or crystallized body, according to the nature of the ori- 
ginal lines, the size of the circle, &c. No one can study Faraday’s 
researches without wishing to see the forms of the lines of force. 
This method, therefore, by which they may be easily drawn, is 
recommended to the notice of electrical students. An application 
of Faraday’s method to the mathematical theory of electricity and 
magnetism has been brought before the Cambridge Philosophical So- 
ciety, for an abstract of which see the Philosophical Magazine, 


REFRACTION IN STEREOSCOPIC IMAGES. 

Mr. Glaudet has communicated to the British Association a paper 
** on various Phenomena of Refraction through Semi-Lenses pro- 
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(luciDg Anomalies in the Illusion of Stereoscopic Images.” The 
paper had for its object to explain the cause of the illusion of curva- 
ture given to pictures representing flat surfaces, when examined in 
the refracting or semi-lenticular stereoscope. The author showed 
that all vertical lines seen through prisms or semi-lenses are bent, 
presenting their concave side to the thin edge of the prism, and as 
the two photographic pictures are bent in the same manner, the 
inevitable result of their coalescence in the stereoscope is a concave 
surface. The only means to avoid this defect is to employ the centre 
of the lenses to examine the two pictures ; but as the centre does not 
refract laterally the two images, their coincidence cannot take place 
without placing the optical axes in such a position that they are 
nearly parallel, as if we were looking at the moon, or a very far 
object. This is an operation not very easy at the first attempt, but 
which a little practice will teach us to perform. Persons capable of 
using such a stereoscope will see the pictures more perfect, and all 
objects in their natural state. Mr. Claudet presented to the meeting 
a stereoscope made on this principle, and many of the members present 
could see perfectly well with it. The author explained the cause of 
a defect which is very often noticed in examining stereoscopic pic- 
tures, viz., that the subject seems in some cases to come out of the 
openings of the mountings, and in some others to recede from behind, 
— this last effect being more favourable and more artistic. Mr. 
Claudet recommended photographers when mounting their pictures 
to take care that the openings should have their correspondent verti- 
cal sides less distant than any two correspondent points of the first 
plane of the pictures, which could be easily done % means of a pair 
of compasses, measuring those respective distances. To illustrate the 
phenomenon of vertical lines, bent prisms forming by coalescence 
concave surfaces, Mr. Claudet stated that if holding in each hand one 
prism, the two prisms having their thin edges towards each other, 
we look at the window from the opposite end of the room, we see 
first two windows with their vertical lines bent in contrary directions ; 
but by inclining gradually the optical axes, we can converge them 
until the two images coalesce, and we see only one window ; as soon 
as they coincide the lateral curvature of the vertical lines ceases, and 
they are bent project! vely from back to front ; we have then the illu- 
sion of a window concave towards the room, such as it would appear 
reflected by a concave mirror. 

INVENTION OP THE 8TBBB0S00PE. 

Sib David Bbbwsteb, in a letter to the Times, dated Nov. 1, 
1866, states: — ‘'Another candidate for stereoscopic discovery (or 
bathoBcopic, as the author calls it, from j8a9oc, depth) has appeared 
in CanadEL In the Toronto Times of October 8, 1856, sent me by Mr. 
George Maynard, he claims to be the first person who published any- 
thing on the peculiar phenomena of binocular vision and the princi- 
ples of the stereoscope. 

“ ' In the year 1838,’ he nya, (if I mistake not,) ' at a meeting of 
the British Association, the attention of philosophy on the continent 
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of Europe was invited by Professor Wheatstone to some remarkable 
phenomena of vision with two eyes ; and a small apparatus, the 
stereoscope, was presented in illustration of his experiments. 

‘ It did so happen, however, that in the year 1836 (two years pre- 
vious to the period aforementioned) a protracted article, signed 
* Theophilus,’ and involving a detailed enunciation of binocular phe- 
nomena, with their bathoscopical results, was published by me in the 
Royal Standard daily paper at Toronto, and such is (in my opinion) 
the misapprehension generally existing on this interesting subject 
that (even after 20 years of additional information) 1 am encouraged 
to hope that the remarks then published, with a little amplification, 
will not prove unacceptable to the generality of your readers.’ 

Such is the commencement of a long and very interesting article 
occupying a whole page of the newspaper, and showing, if tiie paper 
by * Theophilus* contains the same truths, that Mr. Ma3mard was in 
1886 possessed of the true principles of the stereoscope, and had pro- 
duced relief by uniting objects at different distances on a plane sur- 
face. His observations on the vision of points are admirable and in 
entire harmony with the views which I have published. ** 


RESEARCHES RESPECTING HEAT, LIGHT, ETC. 

The recent investigations of Mr. Joule, of Manchester, and Pro- 
fessors Thomson and Rankiiie, of Glasgow, relative to the mechanical 
equivalent of Heat, liave already iUustrat^ in a remarkable manner 
many of the most obscure points of physical science, and promise to 
be productive of results not inferior to any which have been reached 
since the days of Newton. About twelve years ago, Mr. Joule 
demonstrated that the mechanical power expended in overcoming the 
friction of any machine produces an amount of heat of equiv^ent 
value to the power expended, so that, if this heat could be employed 
again in an engine which worked without waste or loss, it would 
exactly reproduce the power which had been expended in generating 
it. It is obvious that as heat is producible by a machine without any 
waste of its own substance, or is producible in water by agitation 
without the quantity of water being diminished, heat cannot be a 
material substance, and both heat and light are produced by vibra- 
tions similar to those which produce sound. The steam generated in 
a boiler when condensed by cold water, as is done in a oondensing- 
engine, produces a certain quantity of warm water ; but a given 
quantity of steam thus condensed will not produce the same tempera- 
ture in the water which has accomplished the condensation if such 
steam has been employed to work an engine, as it will produce if it 
has not been employed to generate power. For, as power is equiva- 
lent to heat, the steam which is employed to generate power would, 
unless there were a reduced temperature in the water which has 
accomplished the condensation, exhibit when the power was turned 
into heat a larger amount of heat than the steam contains, or the 
engine would be a heat-generating engine, which is impossible. The 
amount of power produced in a steam-engine, therefore, is measura- 
ble by the amount of heat which has disappeared irom the hot well. 
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or, in other words, which cannot be discovered in the water by which 
the condensation of the steam has been accomplished ; and in a per- 
fect engine, in which the whole heat was turned into power, there 
would be no rise in the temperature of the hot well at all over the 
temperature of the water admitted to perform the condensation. 
The greater the difference of temperature between the boiler and con- 
denser, the more effectual will any given quantity of coals be in gene- 
rating power ; and it is because air admits of the use of a far higher 
temperature than is possible in the case of steam, that it realises a 
very superior economy. Steam-engines, the writer is persuaded, can- 
not last for another twenty years. There are constructive impediments 
to the employment of air-engines which, however, are not veiy diffi- 
cult of supersession ; and they will be surmounted speedily, so soon 
as pi-actical engineers are thoroughly satisfied of the superior per- 
formance attainable by air-engines, and which, therefore, it is impor- 
tant widely to announce. Mechanical power being convertible into 
heat, electricity, and also into light, it becomes easy to estimate the 
mechanical value of those agents ; and a key is thus afforded whereby 
these heretofore inscrutable departments of science may be brought 
under the dominion of mechanical laws. Professor Rankine ascribes 
the elasticity of gases to a centrifugal action of their particles ; and 
Professor Thomson, by a very ingenious process, makes an estimate 
of the density of the ether, or atmosphere, filling the interetellar 
spaces, by determining first the mechanical value of a cubic mile of 
sunlight, and the velocity of the vibrations by which light is caused ; 
and he knows then, by the usual laws of mechanics, that with the 
given velocity of motion, the density must be such as to produce the 
specified amount of mechanical power. — Mr. Bourne, in the Illustrated 
London News, No. 813. 

MOTION OF THE MOON. 

A PAPER has been read to the British Association, ‘^on the 
Reasons for describing the Moon’s Motion as a Motion about her 
Axis,” by the Rev. Dr. Wliewell. The moon’s motion may be 
described, in one way among others, by saying that in each month 
she revolves about the earth nearly in one plane, turning always 
the same face to the earth. But were a body rigidly fastened to a 
rigid radius which revolved about the earth nearly in one plane^ 
such a body would during that revolution turn always the same 
plane to the earth. Now, would such a body be described as 
revolving upon its axis during such a revolution ? By many persons 
it would not be so described. But the moon is described by asti-o- 
nomers as revolving about her axis in the course of every month. 
What are the reasons for such a description? The reasons are 
briefly these : — 1. The moon is not fastened to the earth rigidly, nor 
fastened at all. 2. The moon being thus detached, the reference of 
the moon to the earth as a centre of revolution is arbitrary. 3. The 
other celestial bodies which revolve about centres also revolve about 
their axes, and the rule regarding them as not revolving about their 
axes when they turn always the same face to the centre, would pro- 
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duce confusion : it would, for instance, compel one to say thfft the 
earth revolves upon her axis 365^ times in a year, whereas with 
regard to the fixed stars she revolves 366J times. Also, when a 
body revolves about a centre turning always the same face to the 
centre, then is mechanical force i*equired to make it so turn ; but no 
mechanical force is required to make it remain parallel to itself while 
it revolves round a centre. 1. The moon is fastened to the earth 
rigidly, as the ancients supposed, when they invented the crystalline 
spheres as the mechanism by which the heavenly bodies revolve, and 
by wliich they are connected with one another; and as the body 
representing the moon is fastened to the body representing the earth 
in machines made by man. The moon in nature is entirely detached 
from the sun, and the fact of her turning the same face to the earth does 
not at all form the machinery of her monthly revolution. Hence it 
is ascribed to a separate motion, her monthly revolution on her axis. 
2. The reference of the moon to the earth is arhitrary. The moon 
revolves about the earth, but she revolves about the sun also. She 
revolves about the sun more than about the earth ; for when she is 
between the sun and the earth, her face is concave to the sun and 
convex to the earth’s orbit. There are, in some respects, stronger 
reasons for regarding her as fastened to the sun than as fastened to 
the earth. But in truth she is not fastened at all ; and the simplest 
way is to regard her as quite detached, and to consider her motion 
by which she turns her face different ways as quite separate from the 
motion by which she revolves about any centre. 3. The other celes- 
tial bodies also revolve about their axes, and especially the earth. 
All persons agree in thus expressing the fact in the case of the earth ; 
and as there are 365 days in the year, the earth revolves 365 times 
on her axis with reference to the sun. By doing this she revolves 
366 times on her axis with reference to the fixed stars. 4. It may 
easily be shown experimentally that mechanical force is requisite in 
order that a body revolving about another may always turn the same 
face to the other. The following is one way of doing this: — Let a 
cup containing water be fastened at the extremity of an arm which 
revolves in a horizontal plane about a centre. The cup will, of course, 
always turn the same side to the centre, being forced to do so by the 
rigid connexion of the parts. But the water in the cup, not having 
any rigid connexion with the centre, will not turn the same side to 
the centre during the revolution of the cup. This will appear if a 
straw be made to float upon the surface of the water ; for the straw 
will always point in the same direction with regard to surrounding 
objects, and not with regard to the centre. If the motion is very 
rapid or long continued, a slight deviation of the straw from its origi- 
nal position will be produced by the friction of the water against the 
sides of the cup. 

This paper was followed by the reading of a contribution ''on 
Phenomena recently discovered in the Moon,” by Mr. J. Symons. — 
The title given to this communication by the author was a misdescrip- 
tion of its contents, as it treated of no recent discoveries of phenomena 
in the moon, but was simply a renewal of his assertion, that it tended 
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to mislead ordinary persons, and was unsiiited to the instruction of 
the young, to describe the moon as moving round her own axis with 
a uniform rotatory motion once in each month. The author stated 
that a learned Judge, while recently trying an infringement of a 
patent, had stated that correct terminology as to the several kinds 
of motion was much required, and would greatly tend to prevent 
litigation in such cases as the one then under trial. And the author 
bore witness fix)m his own experience to the serious mistakes which 
prevailed in the popular mind on this subject of describing the moon’s 
motion as one combined of a motion round the earth in a month, and, 
at the same time, a uniform rotation on an axis passing through her 
centre once in the same time. The author claimed Br. Whewell as 
a convert to his opinion, as he stated that he had taken down his 
words, in which he stated that this was only a conventional mode of 
describing her motion, among many others that might with equal 
correctness be adopted, rather than an exact statement of facts. — [Dr. 
Whewell, No, no.J — The author reiterated that he had taken down 
his words, and proceeded to assert that the correct way of describing 
the motion in such a case as that of the moon was, when the body 
turned on an axis within herself, to speak of that as a motion round 
an axis ; but when the motion was as in the present case, he main- 
tained it to be round a line, not exactly passing through the earth, 
but near it : that would be the proper way to describe the motion. 
Hie author then produced a machine, consisting of aboard, which he 
could turn round by machinery, and three wheels, which caused 'an 
upright arm, carrying a ball to represent the moon, either to revolve 
on the arm or to remain stationary as the bail went round the central 
one representing the earth. The upright arm, also carrying the 
moon, could be placed as a firm fixture to the revolving board, which 
caused it to revolve in a simple and obvious manner, ^ways with the 
same face to the central ball representing the earth. This, the author 
asserted, truly represented the moon’s motion, abstracting from a 
very slight, or insignificant motion, called her libration in longitude. 

Towards the conclusion of his address, he stated, as a proof of 
how necessary it was to correct the statements in which philosophers 
sometimes indulged, that it was now asserted that there were not 
large assemblages of water upon the moon, whereas Newton had not 
only traced out her seas, but had actually calculated the heights of 
the lunar tides — [At this palpable and gross misconception, several 
gentlemen on the platform could no longer contain themselves, but 
burst out into exclamations causing interruption]. 

The Bev. Mr. Pritchard said that the gentleman asserted that 
the moon did not revolve uniformly on an axis within her once in 
a month : he maintained that she did. The gentleman asserted that 
the moon’s librations were insignificant : he maintained, in opposi- 
tion, that they were most important, and when correctly interpreted 
by one fitted by previous study for it, completely established the 
affirmative of the proposition which the learned gentleman denied. 

Mr. Brooke, in the course of his observations on the controversy, 
said, he thought the views of Mr. Symons admitted of being dis- 
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proved by many illustrations, but one appeared to him decisive. 
Mr. Brooke, stretching out his arm, placed a pen between his fingers 
80 as to point with its sharp end to the ceiling. He then showed 
that, by revolving his entire arm once round, he could cause the 
I)oint of the pen, in succession, to point to the right-hand wall, to 
the floor, to the left-hand wall, and, finally, to the ceiling, nearly as 
high as where it pointed when he began to revolve his ann ; but, 
because he could not continue the revolution of his arm beyond that 
limit, he could carry the pointing of the pen no further round. He 
now moved his stretched-out hand round a vertical circle placed 
before him to represent the moon’s orbit, and he showed tliat he 
could carry the pen any number of times round, if, without any 
revolving of his arm, he merely moved it round ; but then the pen, 
instead of always pointing to the centre of the circle representing 
the earth, as the moon did, kept always fixedly pointing to one wall 
— say the right-hand one. But if, in endeavouring to imitate the 
moon always pointing the same face to the earth, he tried to do so 
with the pen, by revolving his arm, he could do so for one turn ; 
but beyond that he could not continue to imitate the manner in 
which the moon kept the same face to the earth, because he could 
not continue the rotation of his arm, which was a correct repre- 
sentative of her axis. She does, therefore, revolve exactly once on 
her axis each month. The President of the Section said that he 
was in tlie habit of illustrating the truth very simply. If you 
walked round a central point of a room so as to keep your face 
continually pointed to that centre as the moon does to the earth, 
you find that, as you go round, your face turns once to each of the 
four walls of the room in succession during the once going round. 
Now, if you diminish the radius of the circle in which you walk 
to nothing at the centre, where the orbital motion has disappeared, 
the motion on the axis alone remains . — A tlteiiceuiiii No. 1504, abridged, 

THE SELF-REGISTERING ANEMOMETER OF KKW OBSERVATORY. 

Mr. Welsh has described to the British Association a model of 
this instrument, designed and constructed by Mr. R. Beckley, in 
which he has adopted Hr. Robinson’s method of measuring the 
velocity of the wind by the rotation of a system of hemispherical 
cups, — the direction being indicated by a double- wheel fan, like the 
directing vane at the back of a windmill. A stout tubular support 
carries the whole of the external part of the instrument, including 
the measurer of velocity, the direction vane, and a rain-gauge. 
This support is so made that it can be easily adapted to the roof of 
any building upon which it may be necessary to mount it. AU the 
rotatory parts of the anemometer run upon fiiction balls. The shaft 
of the apparatus for measuring the movement of the wind, by means 
of a diminishing train of wheels, is made to turn a cylinder upon 
which is wrapped a sheet of paper of the kind used for ^'metsdlic 
memorandum books,” this paper having the property of receiving a 
trace from a style of brass. The sheet of paper is divided into two 
sections, upon one of which is recorded the motion of the wind, and 
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upon tho other the direction. As the cylinder is being turned by 
the action of the wind a clock carries a pencil along the cylinder at 
a uniform rate of 12 inches in the 24 hours. To the lower end of 
the direction shaft is attached a spiral of such a figure that equal 
angles correspond to equal increments of radius ; the edge of this 
spiral consists of a thin slip of brass, which touches the paper and 
records the direction of the wind on a rectilinear scale. When the 
sheet of paper is unwrapped from the cylinder after 24 hours, the 
motion of the wind and the direction are both found projected in 
rectangular co-ordinates. The author also stated that as it was well 
known to be difficult, if not impossible, by any method at present 
in use, to judge of the true direction of the wind when in a ship 
moving swiftly at sea, the method suggested in the following ex> 
tract of a letter will bo found effectual : — ‘‘By means of a portable 
Robinson’s anemometer, provided with a means of observing the 
total number of turns made by the rotating part in any given time, 
observe the apparent velocity of the wind and record it in knots per 
hour. By an anemoscope of any kind register the apparent direc- 
tion of the wind. From the log-book take the rate and direction of 
the ship's motion. On a slate or other similar surface scratch a per- 
manent compass circle. Set off from the centre of the circle, or the 
radius of the direction of the ship’s head, by any convenient scales 
the number of knots per hour the ship is going — from this point 
draw a pencil line parallel to the direction of the wind as observed 
by the anemoscope {i. c,, the apparent direction to which the wind is 
gaing ) — set off on this line the number of knots per hour as shown 
by the anemometer — draw a line from the centre of the circle to this 
last point. The length of this line by the scale adopted gives the 
true velocity of the wind, and its direction (carried backwards) shows 
the point from, which the wind is coming, A parallel ruler divided 
on the edge is all that is required besides the slate. It would be 
easy enough to contrive some mechanism to save the trouble of 
drawing lines, but it would not, I believe, be any real simplification, 
and would increase the expense. The train of indicating wheels 
might be so arranged that they at once indicate knots per hour, 
without reference to tables, and can be readily set to zero for a fresh 
observation . — Athenceumy No. 1504. 

NEW SEISMOMETER. 

The new Seismometer (an instrument for determining the data 
concerning earthquakes), invented by M. Kreil, director of the Im- 
perial Meteorological Institute, Vienna, is a pendulum oscillating 
in every direction, but unable to turn round on its point of suspen- 
sion, apd bearing at its extremity a cylinder, which, by means of 
mechanism within it, turns on its vertical axis once in twenty-four 
hours. Next to the pendulum stands a rod bearing a narrow elastic 
arm, which slightly presses the extremity of a lead-pencil against 
ihe surface of the cylinder. As long as the pendulum is quiet, the 
pencil traces an uninterrupted line on the surface of the cylinder ; 
but as soon as it oscillates, this line becomes interrupted and irre- 
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gular, and these irregularities serve to indicate the time of the com- 
mencement of an earthquake, together with its direction and inteii- 
sity. — Proceed. Imp. Acad. Sciences, Vienna. 


NEW THEBMOMETEES. 

Prop. Phillips has communicated to the British Association, a 
paper, “ on a new method of making Maximum Self-registering Ther- 
mometers.” Thermometers constructed after this plan were first ex- 
hibited by Prof. Phillips, accompanied by a description, to the Ox- 
ford Meeting of the Association, in 1832. In consequence of a 
careful examination of the principle on which they were arranged 
by Mr. Welsh, attention was again called to the subject. The prin- 
ciple of the instrument is the employment of a little portion of the 
column of mercury, detached as a marker. This is capable of a 
great range of adaptation, and is independent of change, by time or 
chemical action, and as delicate in operation and as free from en-or 
as the best ordinary thermometer can be made. Mr. Welsh con- 
structed some in a manner much supeiior to that formerly employed 
by Prof. Phillips, and reported in very favourable terms on the ac- 
curacy and permanency of the instrument. Thus encouraged, Mr. 
Casella had undertaken to adapt the thermometer to different pur- 
poses in meteorology and philosophical research, but without chang- 
ing in any degree the essential character of the instrument. Among 
the examples on the table was one which was planned by Prof. 
Phillips for special researches on limited sources, or areas, of heat, 
with small bulb, fine bore, and short detached marking column. 
Thus made, the thermometer may be used in any position, vertical, 
inclined, or horizontal, and the short detached marking column will 
retain its place with such firmness that instruments may even be 
carried far or agitated much without losing the registration. 

OXYGEN IN THE BLOOD. 

Dr. George Harley has communicated to the Royal Society a 
paper “ on the Condition of the Oxygen absorbed into the Blood 
during Respiration which he concludes by expressing a hope that 
his experiments will be considered as at least serving to establish one 
important fact respecting which further evidence was wanted, namely, 
that the entire volume of the respired oxygen is not transmitted in an 
uncombined state (as Magnus believes) to the various organs and 
tissues of the body, but that a portion of it enters into chemical 
combination with some of the organic constituents of the blood. 


EXPERIMENTS IN ELECTRO PHYSIOLOGY. BY PROF. MATTEUCCI. 

(in a letter TO DR. FARADAY). 

May 1, 1856. 

My dear Friend, — I think I have already told you that for some 
time past I have been making Experiments in Electro- Physiology. 
Allow me now to communicate to you the results of my work. 

I have lately succeeded in demonstrating and measuring the phe- 
nomenon which I have called muscula/i' respiration. This respira- 
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tion, which consists in the absoqjtion of oxygen and the exhalation 
of carbonic acid and azote by living muscles, and of which I have 
detonnined the principal conditions and intensity compared with 
that of the general respiration of an animal, has been studied par- 
ticularly on muscles in contraction. I have proved that this respira- 
tion increases considerahly in the act of contraction, and have 
measured this increase. 

A muscle which contracts, absorbs, while in contraction, a much 
greater quantity of oxygen, and exhales a much greater quantity of 
carbonic acid and azote, than does the same muscle in a state of 
repose. A part of the carbonic acid exhales in the air, the muscle 
imbibes the other part, which puts a stop to successive respiration 
and produces asphy.ry of the mmcle. Thus a muscle soon ceases to 
contract under the influence of an electro- magnetic machine when it 
is enclosed in a small space of air : this cessation takes place after a 
longer interval of time if the muscle is in the open air, and much 
more slowly still if there be a solution of potash at the bottom of the 
recipient in which the muscle is suspended. Muscles which have 
been kept long in vacuum or in hydrogen are nevertheless capable, 
though in a less degree, of exhaling carbonic acid while in contrac- 
tion ; this proves clearly that the oxygen which furnishes the car- 
bonic acid exists in the muscle in a state of combination. According 
to the theories of Joule, Thomson, &c., the chemical action which is 
transformed, or which gives rise to heat, is also represented by a 
certain quantity of vis vivOf or by an equivalent of mechanical work, 
I have therefore been able to measure the theoretical trorJe due to the 
oxygen consumed, taking the numbers which I had found for mus- 
cular respiration during contraction, and in consequence the quantity 
of heat developed by this chemical action, and finally this theoretical 
work according to the dynamical equivalent of heat. I have com- 
pared this number witli that which expresses the real work which is 
obtained by measuring the weight which a muscle in contraction can 
raise to a certain height, and the number of contractions which a 
muscle can perform in a given time. It results from this comparison, 
that the first number is somewhat greater than the second, and the 
heat developed by contraction ought to be admitted among the causes 
of this slight difference : these two numbers are therefore sufficiently 
in accordance with each other. 

I completed these researches by some new studies on induced 
contraction, that is to say, on the phenomenon of the irritation of a 
nerve in contact with a muscle in contraction. A great number of 
experiments lately made on the discharge of the torpedo, and on the 
analogy between this discharge and muscular contraction, have led 
me to establish the existence of an electrical discharge in the act of 
muscular contraction. The general conclusion to be drawn from 
these researches is, therefore, that the chemical action which accom- 
panies muscular contraction developes in living bodies, as in the pile 
or in a steam-engine, heat, electricity, and vis viva, according to the 
same mechanical laws. 

Allow me to describe to you briefly the only one of these experi- 
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ments which can be repeated in a lecture, and which proves the 
principal fact of these researches, although it is limited to prove that 
muscles in contraction develope a greater quantity of carbonic acid 
than those in repose. Take two wide-mouthed glass phials of equal 
size, 100 or 120 cub. centims. ; pour 10 cub. centims. of lime-water 
(eau-de-cbaux) into each of these phials. Prepare ten frogs in the 
manner of Oalvani, that is, reducing them to a piece of spinal mar- 
row, thighs and legs without the claws, which are cut in order to 
avoid contact with the liquid in the phials. The cork of one of these 
phials is provided with five hooks, either of copper or iron, on 
which five of the prepared frogs are fixed. Through the cork of the 
other phial are passed two iron wires, bent horizontally in the inte- 
rior of the phial ; the other five frogs are fixed by the spinal marrow 
to these wires. This preparation must be accomplished as rapidly 
as possible, and both the phials be ready at the same instant, and 
great care taken to avoid the contact of the frogs with the sides of 
the pliials or the liquid. When all is in readiness, with a pile of two 
or three elements of Grove, and with an electro-magnetic machine 
such as is employed for medical purposes, the five frogs suspended on 
the two iron wires are made to contract. After the lapse of five or 
six minutes, during which time the passage of the current has been 
interrupted at intervals in order to keep up the force of the contrac- 
tions, agitate gently the liquid, withdraw the frogs, close rapidly the 
phials, and agitate the liquid again. You will then see that the 
lime-water contained in the phial in which the frogs were contracted 
is much whiter and more turbid than the same liquid contained in 
the other phial in which the frogs were left in repose. It is almost 
superfluous to add, that I made the complete analysis of the air in 
contact with the frogs according to the methods generally employed. 

Yours faithfully, 

A. Matteucci. 

— Contributed to the Philosophical Magazine^ No. 74. 


MENTAL CALCULATION. 

Two of the evening meetings of the Institution of Civil Engineers 
have been devoted to the hearing of addresses by Mr. George Bidder, 
the eminent engineer ; conveying that process of reasoning, or action 
of the mind, which constitutes the power of Mental Calculation. 
The boyhood of Mr. George Bidder will be remembered among the 
few records we possess of this class of eminent mental calculators : 
his object in these communications was truthfully to submit the 
result of certain facts connected with his own training in Mental 
Arithmetic ; in short, to detail the progress, as it were, of an experi- 
ment worked completely out upon himself, and to give a faithful 
record of the result. 

Mr. Bidder is convinced that Mental Calculation can be taught to children, 
and be acquired with greater facility and less irksomeness than ordinary arith- 
metic. Stillf the eminent mental calculators have been extremely few during the 
last two centuries, among whom J edediah Buxton and Zerah Colbome were the 
most remarkable ; but even their powers have not been usefully employed, in 
consequence of their not having subsequently had the opportunity of receiving 
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a mathematicEil education. It has been oomraonly thought that Ment^ Calcula- 
tion is an art naturally engrafted upon peculiarly constituted minds ; it has also 
been attributed to the possession of great powers of memo^; and it has been 
generally thought that Mr. Bidder hmself nas been indebted to unusuid powers 
of memory and a natural mathematical turn of mind for the celebrity ne has 
acquired. Now, Mr. Bidder emphatically declares this not to have been the 
case; he has sought every opportunity of comparing himself with boys and men 
who possessed this faculty, and, except so far as being carefully trained and 
practised in the cultivation and use of figures, he has not found that his memory 
was more than ordinarily retentive. In fact, whilst at school and at college, he 
had some difficulty in maintaining a decently respectable position in the mathe- 
matical class. 

Mr. Bidder enunciates, as a principle, that there is not any royal or short 
road to Mental Calculation : the processes are, like all others in arithmetical 
computation, to be performed seriatim, as, whatever may be the number of 
fi^fures employed in a calculation, they are only so many symbols, to be dealt 
udth precisely as they would be in algebraic formulse, with winch the calculations 
may be considered as identical. In point of fact, many of the processes of 
Mental Calculation, if produced on paper, would appear most complex and 
complicated. They can, however, be accomplished mentally, in consequence of 
the faculty of occnpjring the mind simultaneously with the double task of “ com- 
puting” and “registering.” The first— compnting — ^is executive or reasoning, 
end is that portion of the process nhich, whilst it is the most active, is not that 
which causes the ^eatest strain on the mind. The result is recorded by the 
second faculty, registering, which is the real strain upon the mind, and that by 
which alone the power of Mental Computation is limited. 

Experience has shown that, up to a certain point, the power of re^tering is 
as rapid as that of thought ; but the difficulty increases, m a very high ratio, in 
reference to the number and extent of impressions to be registered, until a point 
is reached, the registering of which in the mind and by writing are exactly 
balanced. Below that point, mental registration is preferable ; above it, that by 
writing will be as quick, aud more certain. Therefore, the mental process, as 
compared with the operation of writing, is as the speed of lightning to that of an 
express train ; and, if the power of registration could be maintained at all times 
upon a par with the executive faculty, there would be no difficulty in computing 
with immense rapidity a table of logarithms up to ten places of figures. 

All the rules employed by Mr. Bidder were invented by him, and are only 
methods of so arranging calculation as to facib’tate the power of remstration; 
in fact, he thus arriv^ at a sort of natural algebra, using actual numbers in the 
place of symbols. He believes it was in about the sixth year of his age that ho 
began to aeal with numbers ; be had not then learned to read, and certainly long 
alter that time he was taught the symWical numbers from the face of a watch, 
ffis earliest recollectif)n is t hat of counting up to 10, then up to 100, and after- 
wards to 1000 ; then, by intuitive process, he taught himself the method of abbre- 
viating the labour of coimtingf — arriving, in fact, at the natural multiplication of 
numbers into each other, attributing to each a separate and individual value. 

In this manner the actual value of every number, up to 1000, was impressed 
upon the memory, and he then proceeded onwards, seriatim, up to a million. 
It was hie practice to count nunibers practically by peas, marbles, or shots, to 
compose rectangles of various values, and, by counting them, the multiplication 
table was ultimately the result of actual experience and test ; and thus he bad 
attained an intimate acquaintance nith numbers multiplied with each other, by 
a tangible process, divested of that formidable character imder which it was 
general^ brought before the young student. 

In this way he learned to multiply up to two places of fibres before he knew 
the symbolical characters of the figures or the meaning of ^ word “ multiply,** 
as, instead of the term “ multiplying 27 by 73,” he omy understood the expres- 
sion “ 27 times 78.’* 

All the varieties of numbers up to a million being represented by six different 
desifl^ations, or varieties of numbers, viz., units, tens, hundreds, thousands, tens 
of uousands, and hundreds of thousands, their permutations were only eighteen 
ia number. A boy, therefore, who knows his multiplication table up to 10 
times 10 registered 50 facts in his tadud, and with the permutations above men<- 
tioned has on^ to store 08 facts. The ordinaiy* nmlt^cation table of 12 times 
12 gives him 72 facts to store, or 4 additional facts. The machinery, therefore^ 
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necessary to enable him to multiply to 6 places of figures consists of 4 facts less 
than that required to enable him to carry the multiplication table in his mind. 

The application of this, when fairlr acquired, may be thus illustrated ; lor 
example, multiplying 173 by 397, the following process is performed mentally:— 

100 x 897=39,700 
70 X 300=:21,000=60,700 
70 x 90 ...= 6,300=67,000 

70 X 7 = 490=67,490 

3 x 300 = 900=68,390 

3 x 90 = 270= 68,660 

3 x 7 = 21=68,681 

The last result in each operation being alone registered by the memory, all pre- 
vious results being obliterated. 

To show the aptitude of the mind by' practice, ho will know, at a glance. 

That 400x173 = 69,200 

And then 3 x 173= 619 

The difi!erenoe being 68,681, as above. 

In Addition and Subtraction the same principle as already eiqilained for Mul- 
tiplication is adhered to— viz., that of cimimencing w’ith the left-hand side, or the 
larae numbers, and adding suectwsively', keei)inK one result only in the mind. 

llivisiuu is, as in ordinary arithmetic, much more difficult, than Multiplica- 
tion, as it must be a tentative process, and is only' carried out by n series, more 
or less, of guesses ; but no doubt, in this respect, the training arrived at by 
Mental Arithmetic mves the power of gue.<isiug to a greater extent than is usually 
attained, and affords a corresponding facility in the process. Supposing, for 
instance, it is necessary to divide 25,696 by 176, the following w ill be the pro- 
cess : — 100 must be the first figure of the factor : 100 times 176 are known at 
once to be 17,600: subtracting that from 25,696, thei*e remains 8096. It is per- 
ceived that 40 is the next number in the factor; 40 times 176=7040 : there then 
remains 1056 ; that, it is immediately perceived, mvea a remaining factor of 6, 
xnaking in all 146. Thus only one result is retained in the mind at a time ; but, 
as contrasted with multiplication, it is necessary to keen re^stored in the mind 
two results which are alway's changing, viz., tlie remainder of the number to be 
divided, and the numbers of the factor, as they are determined ; but if it is 
known, as in the present instance, that 176 is the exact factor, without any re- 
mainder, having got the first factor — 100— wliich is perceived at a glance, it is 
known that there are only four nuuibers which, multiplied by 76, can produce a 
result terminating in 96 — viz., 21, 46, 71, and 96; and therefore the immediate 
inference is that it must be 46, as 121 must be too little, and 171 must be too 
much, therefore 146 must be the factor. Thus, the only facility afforded by 
Ment^ Calculation is the greater power of guessing at every step towards the 
result. 

Mr. Bidder then proceeded to make a few remarks on the Rule of Three, 
applied to money, weight, measure, and time — then on the Square and Cube 
iLmts, Compound Interest, and Prime Numbers, with instances of their appli- 
cation to subjects cuuuectod with the profession of civil engineering ; concluding 
with what would appear to be the true course of education in teaching arith- 
metic. Of the lattCT we quote a short ritume. 

The first step that Mr. Bidder recommends, eveu before any knowledge of 
figures is sy'mbohcaUy acquired, is that the process of counting up to ten should 
be mastered, then up to 100, and subsequently to 1000; then the multipheation 
table, up to 10 times 10, should be taught practically, bj)r the use of peas, marUes, 
or shots, or any bodies of uniform dimensions, by placing them in rectangles or 
aquares. 

Having thus induced the student to teach himself the multiplication table, 
nothing will be more easy than to teach him to multiply 10 by 17, which will be 
10 X 10+ 10 X 7; having aocomplisbed this, the multiplication of 17 x 13 easily fed- 
lows, being 10 x 17 + 3 x 10+ 3 x 7. This being executed it only remains for him 
to practise multiplication up to two placet of figures. Concurrently with this 
sht^d be taught the permutations of fOO, 1000, Ac., into each other, and thus 
will be laid the basis of Mental Calculation, for whatever extent the indnidoal 
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may desire to carry it to ; but the early training should be such as to enable the 
student to rely upon his own resources for framing his rules for any other branch 
of arithmetic. In order to do this, however, his mind must be stored with a cer- 
tain number of facts, which must be completely at his command ; and advantage 
should be taken of the mode of giving him an insight into natural algebra and 
geometry. With this view the training should be extended, and there would be 
no diflRculty in conveying to young minds the knowledge of certain leading facts 
connected with the sciences, long before they are capable of comprehending the 
beautiful trains of reasoning by which their truths were established. There is 
no difficulty in impressing, permanently, an appreciation of the relative propor- 
tion of the diameter to the circumference of a circle ; of the beautiful property 
of the square of the hypothenuse of a right-angled triangle being equal to the 
squares of the two sides containing the right angle, or of the equality of the areas 
of triangles on the same base, contained netween the same parallel, and many 
others which must occur to all geometricians. 

The same with respect to the properties of several series of numbers — for 
instance, 1+3+6, &c., or 1+2+3, &c.,or (l) + (lx6) + (l+3x6) + (l+6x6),&c. 

Such is a brief outline of Mr. Bidder’s valuable contribution. The 
paper, in extemOf has been edited and published by Mr. Charles 
Manby, F.R.S., Secretary to the Institution of Civil Engineers. 


ON ACOUSTICS AS APPLIED TO PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

Peofessor Henry has communicated to the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science a paper discussing the conditions 
producing echo and resonance. Under the latter head, he remarked 
that the material of the wall will aifect the duration of a resonance. 
A series of experiments was made with a tuning-fork ; first, to show 
that the motions excited by setting the fork on the back of a solid body 
are similar to those excited by the impulses of sound coming through 
the air against that body. Next, to discover what those motions are, a 
fork suspended by a cambric thread vibrated for 252 seconds, as was 
determined by holding under it a cavity which would resound in unison 
with the fork, and listening to it with an ear-trumpet. Placed on a 
thin pine boai'd, the fork gave a loud sound, which continued less 
than ten seconds, the motive power of the fork being communicated 
to so lai^e a mass of wood, and through that rapidly to the air. 
Placed on a slab of marble, the sound was feeble, but lasted 115 
seconds. The fork was now placed upon a cube of India-rubber 
lying on the marble slab. The sound was very feeble, but continued 
less than 40 seconds. The question. What became of the motive 
power in this case, as it produced so little sound ? was answered by 
a set of experiments, proving that the sound was (so to speak) con- 
verted into heat. The amount of heat evolved in the rubber was so 
small as to be detected only by a delicate galvanometer. Joule has, 
however, shown that the mechanical energy generated by a pound 
weight falling through 750 feet would, when converted into heat| 
elevate the temperature of a pound of water only one degree. On a 
brick wall the duration of the vibration was 88 seconds ; on lath and 
plaster there was a louder sound, of only 18 seconds. Experiments 
were made upon the reflection of sound. Parabolic mirrors were 
tested by lights placed in the focus, and a watch being substituted 
for the light, the reflected soipd and the position of its focus 
examined by an ear-trumpet. 
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LAW OP ELBCTEICAL AND MAGNETIC FORCE. 

Sir W. S. Harris prefaces the exposition of the views he himself 
has adopted, after a lifetime of experimental research on the subject, 
by stating that the discovery of the beautiful and comprehensive 
law of universal gravitation by Newton has predisposed all phy- 
sical inquirers to entertain the notion that every other force associated 
with ordinary matter is subject to a similar law. The author goes on 
to illustrate the law of the inverse square of the distance as applicable 
to forces emanating from one central point and to other emanations 
from a centre, and to point out how far this may safely be relied upon 
as applicable to the electrical and magnetic forces of attraction and 
repulsion ; and states that the object of the present communication 
is to investigate the physical condition under which these forces 
manifest themselves, — what are the general laws of the operation of 
such forces, — ^how far we may safely consider them as central forces, 
such as gravity, or whether they are to be considered more in the 
light of parallel forces, distinctive in their character and in all their 
relations to common matter, and in the elementaiy conditions of 
their character. He then points out one, in particular, essentially 
distinctive character of these forces. In gravitation, the attracted 
body, as far as we can observe, remains in the same physical con- 
dition before and during all the changes of distance and force to 
which the bodies are mutually subjected. But in the electrical and 
magnetic phenomena of attraction and of repulsion, supposing it 
in a distinctive sense to exist, the vei*y first step is, that the body 
acted upon has its physical condition changed ; and this change 
again, by a kind of reflex influence, affects what has been the 
instant before the physical condition of the body ]}roducing the 
change ; and thus during the action and its changes, new physical 
conditions of both have to be investigated and taken into consi- 
deration, if we wish truly to interpret the facts. The author then 
proceeds to illustrate the truth and importance of these general 
views, and concludes his memoir by showing with what caution the 
results of the experiments of Coulomb, with the proof plane and 
balance of torsion, although in themselves statements of most certain 
facts, which do and must manifest themselves, should be applied as 
they have been by mathematicians to establish deductions from 
theories, the very basis of which assumes the bodies to be in such 
very different physical conditions from those which, when we duly 
consider them, obtain in nature during the progress of these very 
phenomena . — Proceedings of the Association, No. 1504. 


heardbr’s induction coil. 

At a meeting of the Plymouth liutitution, Mr. J. N. Hoarder, 
of Pl^^outh, lately brought forwarill^is modification of the Induc- 
tion Coil Machine, possessed of very great power, whilst the length 
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of wire was not more than one-third the quantity employed by M. 
RuhmkorfF, of Paris. Since that time Mr. Hearder has introduced 
other improvements in the machine, and has now produced one con- 
taining one- sixth less in length of wire than the first one, but possessing 
double the power. It has been exhibited at the Royal Cornwall 
Polytechnic Society, and has received their first silver medal. Mr. 
Hearder pointed out some of the peculiarities of the machine, and 
stated that he had been enabled by its use to develop an entirely 
new law of electrical action, which was made the subject of distinct 
communication to the Society. He considers that the mode of 
insulation adopted by M. Ruhmkorff must be very defective, since, 
according to his calculation, it ought to furnish sparks between the 
terminals five or six times as long as those usually afforded by the 
instrument. — Athencmm^ No. 1512. 


THE ELECTRIC SPARK. 

At the Royal Institution, the instantaneous duration of an Electric 
Spark, and the means ingeniously contrived by Professor Wheatstone 
to measure it, were lately illustrated by the original apparatus 
employed by the Professor ; from which it was ascertained that the 
duration of the spark does not exceed the twenty-five thousandth 
part of a second. A cannon-ball, if illumined in its flight by a 
flash of lightning, would, in consequence of the momentary duration 
of the light, appear to be stationary ; and even the wings of an 
insect'that moves ten thousand times in a second, would seem at rest. 

PERPETUAL MOTION. 

Mr. W. R. Grove, F.R.S., has read to the Royal Institution a 
paper containing certain important inferences from the Negation of 
Perpetual Motion. The lecture is repoi-ted in extenso in the printed 
Proceedings of the Institution ; we have only space to quote certain 
experiments made by Mr. Grove, and believed by him to be new. 
Carnot’s theory upon the subject is that the mechanical force is 
produced by the transfer of heat, and that there is no ultimate cost 
or expenditure of heat in producing it. One of the greatest difficul- 
ties which had presented itself to Mr. Grove’s mind, with reference 
to this theory of Carnot, has been one of analogy, derived from the 
received theories of electricity. Many electrical cases might be 
cited in which no electricity is supposed to be lost, though a certain 
mechanical effect is produced by the electricity ; if, for instance, a 
ball vibrates between a positively and negatively electrified sub- 
stance, none of our electrical theories lead us to believe that any 
difference in the actual amount of electricity transferred would be 
occasioned by the ball being attached to a lever which would strike 
a wheel or produce any other mechanical effect. 

In preparing the evening’s communication an experiment had 
occurred to him, w’hidi, though performed with imperfect apparatus, 
and therefore requiring verification, does, as fiir as it goes, support 
the view derived from the negation of perpetual motion, viz., that 
when electricity performs any mechanical work which does not re- 
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turn to the machine, electrical power is lost. The experiment is 
made in the following manner : A Leyden jar of one square foot 
coated surface has its interior connected with a Cuthbertson’s elec- 
trometer, between which and the outer coating of the jar are a pair 
of discharging balls fixed at a certain distance (about 4 ii^ch 
apart). Between the Leyden jar and the prime conductor is inserted 
a sm^ unit jar of nine squai-e inches surface, the knobs of which 
are 0 *2 inch apart. 

The balance of the electrometer is now fixed by a stiff wire inserted 
between the attracting knobs, and the Leyden jar charged by dis- 
charges from the unit jar. After a certain number of these (22 in 
the experiment performed in the theatre on this occasion), the dis- 
charge of the lai^e jar takes place across the ^-interval ; this may be 
viewed as the expression of electrical power received from the unit 
jar. The experiment is now repeated, the wire between the balls 
having been removed, and therefore the “tip,” or the raising of 
the weight, is performed by the electrical repulsion and attraction 
of the two pairs of balls ; at 22 discharges of the unit jar the balance 
is subverted, and one knob drops upon the other, but wo discharge 
takes place, showing that some electricity lias been lost, or converted 
into the mechanical power which raises the balance. By another 
mode of expression the electricity may be supposed to be masked or 
analogous to latent heat, and would be restored if the ball were 
brought back, without discharge, by extraneous force. 

This experiment has succeeded in so large an average of cases, 
and so responds to theory, that notwithstanding the imperfection 
of the apparatus, Mr. Grove places much reliance on it ; indeed it 
is difficult to see, if the discharges or other electrical effects were the 
same in both cases, why the raising the ball, being extra and the 
ball being capable by its fall of producing electricity or other force, 
force would not thus be got out of nothing, or peipetual motion 
attained. 

The experiment is believed to be new, and to be suggestive of 
others of a similar character, which may be indefinitely varied. 
Thus, two balls made to diverge by electricity, should not give to 
an electrometer the same amount of electricity as if they were, 
whilst electrified, kept forcibly together, an experiment which may 
be tried by Coulomb’s torsion balance.* 

There is an advantage in electrical experiments of this class, as 
compared with those on heat, viz., that though there is no perfect 

* Another mode of showing the same eflect is the following. On the top of 
an ordinary gold-leaf electroscope place two brass plates, such as those com* 
monl^r used for a condenser, connect them by u long fine wire, and electrify 

as it is raised, and again diverge as it is depressed, it siiouid be recollected that 
the plates are electrified by the same electricity’, and are always metallically 
connected by the fine uire, in which respect this diiiers from ordina^ induction 
experiments. It may be said that here the mechanical force is given by the 
hand ; but this is only in part, the repellent efiect of electricity does part of the 
work, and would be therefore expended; it is analogically as though a man 
were to add his force to the piston-rod of a steam-engme, which would not pre- 
vent the loss of heat by the dilating steam. 
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insulation for electricity, yet our means of insulation are immea- 
surably superior to any attainable for heat. 

Similar reasoning might be applied to other forces ; and many 
cases bearing on this subject hare been considered by Mr. Grove in 
his essay on the Correlation of Tliynca^ Forces. 

Certain objections to these views were then discussed, and 
especially some apparently formidable ones presented by M. 
Matteucci in a paper published by him some time ago.* 

This distin^ished philosopher cites the fact, that a voltaic battery decom- 
posing water in a voltameter, while the same current is employed at the same 
time to make an electro-magnet, nevertheless gives in the voltameter an equiva- 
lent of gas, or decomposed substance, for each equivalent of chemical decompo- 
sition in the cells, ana will give the same ratios if the electro-magnet be removed. 
In answer to this objection it may be said, that in the circumstances under which 
this experiment is ordinarily performed, several cells of the battery are used, and 
so there is a far neater amount of force generated in the cells than is indicated 
by the etfect in the voltameter. If, moreover, the magnet is not interposed, still 
the magnetic force is equally existent through the whole circuit ; for instance, the 
W'ires joining the plates will attract iron filings, deflect magnetic needles, &c. By 
the iron-core a small portion of the force is absorbed while it is being made a 
magnet, but this ceases to be absorbed when the magnet is made : this is proved 
by the recent observations of Mr. LatiiAer Clark, which were fully entered into 
and extended by Dr. Faraday, in a lecture at the Institution (Jan. 20, 1854) .f 
It is like the case of a pulley-and-weight, which latter exhausts force while it is 
being raised, but when raised the force is free, and may be used for other 
purposes. 

It a battery of one cell, just capable of decomposing water and no more, be 
employed, this will cease to decompose while making a magnet. There must, in 
every case, bo preponderating chemical affinity in the battery cells, cither by the 
nature of its elements or by the reduplication of series, to etfect decomposition 
in the voltameter ; and if the point is just reached at which this is effected, and 
the iiower is then reduced by any resistance, decomposition ceases. Were it 
otherwise, were the decomposition in the voltameter the exponent of the entire 
force of the generating cells, and these could independently produce magnetic 
force, this latter force would be got from nothing, and perpetual motion be 
obtained. 

In another case, cited by M. Matteucci, viz., that a piece of zinc dissolved in 
dilute sulphuric acid gives somewhat less heat than w hen the zinc has a w'ire of 
platinum attached to it, and is dissolved by the same quantity of acid, the argu- 
ment is deduced, that as tliere is more electricity in the second than in the m^t 
case, there should be less heal ; but, as according to our received theories, the 
heat is a product of the electric current, and in consequence of the imiuirity of 
zinc, electricity is generatedinthefirst casemolecularly in whatis called local action, 
though not thrown into a general direction, there should be more of both lieat 
and dectricity in the second than in the first case, as the heat and electricity due 
to the voltaic combination of zinc and platinum are added to that excited on the 
surface of the zinc, and the zinc should be, as in fact it is, more rapidly dissolved. 
Other instances are given by M. Matteucci, and many additional cases of a 
similar description might be suggested. But although it is difficult, perhaps im- 
possible, to restrict the action of any one force to the production of one otlier 
force, and one only, yet if the whole of one force, say chemical action, be sup- 
posed to be employed in producing its full equivalent of another force, say heat. 


we could, by adding this toT the total heat, get more than the original chemical 
action, and thus create force or obtain perpetual motion. 

The impossibility of perpetual motion thus becomes a valuable test 

• Archivet des Science* Fhtteiquee, vol. iv. p. 380. 
t Proceedings of the Boyal Institution, vol. i. p. 345. 
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of the approach that in any experiment we may have made to elimi 
nating the whole power which a given natural force is capable of 
producing ; it also serves, when any new natural phenomenon is dis- 
covered, to enable us to ascertain how far this can be brought into 
relation with those previously known. Thus when Moser discovered 
that dissimilar metals would impress each other respectively with a 
faint image of their superficial inequalities, — that, for instance, a 
copper coin placed on a polished silver plate, even in the dark, 
would, after a short time, leave on the silver plate an impression of 
its own device, it occurred to Mr. Grove that as this experiment 
showed a physical radiation taking place between the metals, it 
would afford a reason for the effects produced in Volta’s contact ex- 
periment, without supposing a force without consumption or change 
in the matter evolving it. This led him to try the effect of closely 
approximating disks of zinc and copper without bringing them into 
metallic contact ; and it was found that disks thus approximated, and 
then quickly separated, effected the electroscope just as though they 
had been brought into contact. Without giving any opinion as to 
what may be the nature of the radiation in Moser’s phenomena, this 
experiment removes the difficulty presented by that of Volta to the 
chemical theory of electricity. 

The present scope of the argument from the negation of perpetual 
motion leads the mind to regard the so-called imponderables as modes 
of motion, and not as different kinds or species of matter. The recent 
progress of science is continually tending to get rid of the hypo- 
theses of fluids, of occult qualities, or latent entities, which might 
have been necessary in an earlier stage of scientific inquiry, and from 
which it is now extremely difficult to emancipate the mind ; but if we 
can, as it is to be hoped we shall ultimately, arrive at a general dynamic 
theory, by which the known laws of motion of masses can be applied 
to molecules, or the minute structural parts of matter, it seems 
scarcely conceivable that the mind of man can further simplify the 
means of comprehending natural phenomena. 

CAN OPPOSITE ELECTRICAL CURRENTS SIMULTANEOUSLY EXIST IN 
THE SAME CONDUCTING WIRE ? 

Prof. G. Belli, in II Nuovo Cimento, vol. ii., states that the gal- 
vanometer, by means of which many physicists have endeavoured to 
solve the above question, is not adapted to furnish its solution. This 
has been already pointed out by M. Soret, in a particular case, upon 
the foundation of some considerations exactly analogous to those now 
advanced in a much more general manner by M. Belli. The latter 
shows that, 

In any system of conducting wires isolated from the ground, or 
communicating therewith by one or several points, and submitted to 
the simultaneous action of several batteries acting with any force 
and in any direction, the galvanometric effects which must be pre- 
sented by any one of these wires are precisely the same, whether we 
regard the currents produced by the differences as independent or not, 
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that is to say, either according to one or the other of the two follow- 
ing theories : — 

1. That each battery determines its particular system of currents, and that 
each wire is traversed simultaneously by all the unaltered partial currents, on 
condition that the currents of each battery taken separately are subjected to the 
laws of Ohm, and submitted not only to the resistance of the battery which pro- 
duces it, but also to that of all the other batteries. 

2. That in each wire we have a single current furnished by the composition of 
the forces with which the diflerent batteries set electricity in motion. 

M. Belli has taken up a certain number of particular cases, and shown that the 
facts constantly agree with the two theories (at least if we admit the conditions 
enunciated abovel, and that consequently we must seek for some other method of 
determining which of the two hypotheses is the true one. 


CURRENT ELECTRICITY IN PLANTS DURING VEGETATION. 

Mr. H. F. Baxter, in reference to the manifestations of electrical 
action in the organic compared to tliat which appears in the inor- 
ganic world, from a series of experiments,* arrives at the following 
conclusion, viz. ; — That duHng those actions which are termed 
organicj such as sec^'ction, ahsorption}, {lacteal)^ and nutrition, there 
is then manifested the same power as is observed during ordinary 
chemical actions — a manifestation of electrical action. If we wish 
to have a clear view as to the resemblance between these actions — 
between the organic and the ordinary chemical actions — we must 
refer to the changes which occur in the decomposing cell of an ordi- 
nary voltaic battery, or to those which occur in a simple voltaic 
circle. And here we cannot refer to a more beautiful experiment 
than the one recorded by that eminent philosopher Wollaston for 
the sake of illustration. The difficulty which might exist in some 
minds of perceiving the resembhince may naturally arise from the 
circumstance, that in tlie ordinary voltaic circle we have metals, 
and it requires, consequently, some mental effort to perceive clearly 
the resemblance which can exist between those actions {secretion) 
which occur, for instance, in the mucous ineinbnine, and those 
which occur in the simple voltaic circuit. Althougli in the ordinary 
simple voltaic circle one of the metals is usually acted upon chemi- 
cally, we should bear in mind that they serve principally as con- 
ductors, and that they are not essential for the development of the 
power. Again, the resemblance which occurs between those actions 
which take place when two fluids (an acid and an alkaline) are 
separated by a membrane and those which occur during secretion, 
however similar in their nature, nevertheless, in some respects 
differ : take for instance the secretion in the kidney or liver ; here 
we have the fluid (blood) on one side only, whilst the secreted pro- 
duct passes through ; in the former case, with the acid and alkaline 
solutions, we have combination between the two fluids ; in the latter 
case, during secretion, a separation — not a mere transudation, how- 
ever, but a secreted product ; nevertheless, during the formation of 

* See JBdinhurg\ New PhUoeopkieal Journal, No. 7 : also, the papers pub- 
lished in the Philottophical Transactions for 184^ and 1852 ; and in the Phuoso^ 
phical Magazine for September, 1835, and January, 1865. 
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this secreted product and its separation from the blood, the same 
effects are produced, the same actions occur upon the needle of the 
galvanometer as would occur if we cause the separation of an acid 
from an alkali when in combination with each other — in short, a 
decomposition ; and this is what actually takes place either in the 
decomposing cell of a voltaic battery or in that beautiful experiment 
of Wollaston in the simple voltaic circle. And as we say that the 
power in the voltaic circle is brought about by chemical* means, so 
may we say that the same power is brought about in the animal 
body by organic means. But it may be asked, what do we under- 
stand by organic means ? In what do they differ from chemical 
means ? What is the real difference between organic action and 
chemical action ? And to these questions we have no hesitation in 
saying that we believe them to be both polar in their character ; 
and as we speak of chemical polarity so may we speak of organic 
polarity, and consider that organic force and chemical force are both 
polar, + and so far identical. 

MEASUREAIENT OF THE SPEED OF A RAILWAY TRAIN BY MEANS OP 
ELECTRO-MAGNETISM. BY W. C. M*BEA. 

The wheels of a car rotate a certain number of times in going 
over a given space of road ; for example, supposing a car- wheel to 
be eight feet in circumference, it will ro^te 660 times in going the 
distance of a mile. Now, if the car were so constructed that the 
body would always remain at a given distance from the axle, which 
is prevented by the motion given it by the springs, it would not be 
difficult to bring the wheel at each revolution so to bear upon a lever, 
as to rotate a wheel inside the car, which might have as many cogs 
as the car-wheel rotates times in going a mile. Or, by a series of 
clock-work wheels, the indicating wheel might contain a fractional 

* The dispute in reference to the oriyin of the power in the voltaic circle, whe- 
ther by contact or chemical change, w'illmake no oilfereuco to our argument. As 
far as w'e can make out, the dispute, in most instances, arises more from the 
meaning of the terms employed and the extent of their meaning, than from any 
real difference of opinion. 

t W 0 have spoken of organic polarity in connexion with chemical polarity, 
inasmuch as we are able to prove, by experiment, the resemblance between these 
two powers. Other polar phenomena may also occur in the organic world, 
which might differ as much from chemical polar phenomena as magnetic polar 
phenomena do from the latter. In other words, the organic ybrm of force 
might differ from the chemical form as much as the magnetic form does from 
that of the latter, or from that of heat, light, and electricity ; nevertheless they 
are mutually connected and correlated. That the force manifested durinj; 
organic action is polar we may consider as established upon experimental evi- 
dence. 

We might refer to several authorities who have suggested the idea, or even 
pointed out the polar character of some of the orgamc actions ; to Todd and 
Bowman’s Phveiological Anatomy, vol. i. p. 237, et eeq., and especiaUy to Dr. 
Carpenter’s viQuable paper on the Mutuiu Belations of the Vital and Physical 
Forces, in Phil. Trans., 1850, p. 727, for further arguments in support of the 
same idea. Dr. Todd, however, appears to us to have been the first to give the 
most precise and definite idea in reference to nervous polarity that we are aware 
of {vide Art. on the Physiology of the Ne^vona System in the Cyc. <2/* Anat. and 
Fhgs.) ; and also to a small work, entitled the Anatomy qf the Srain and Spinal 
Cord, by the same author. 
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number of cogs in proportion to the number of times which the car* 
wheel would rotate in a given distance. 

The difficulty occasioned by the unsteady motion of the car, 
owing to the springs, may be overcome by the use of a magnet, 
battery, and galvanic circuit ; the latter to be so arranged as to be 
broken at each revolution of the car- wheel or axle. So by this 
means the operation of the magnetic contrivance would be to move 
the speed- indicator the distance of one cog. 

A contrivance of this kind may be so constructed as not to require 
winding, in order to have it in readiness for use. 

The indicator may be so constructed as to have an index" placed 
over it, in such a position tliat the hand on the indicator should 
move it a sufficient distance to show at each successive rotation the 
number of miles already travelled. 

The kind of battery most suitable for such a contrivance would be 
that of the “ sand- battery,” which, if properly constructed, may be 
made to act with as much certainty as any other, and at far less 
expense. This battery should be constructed of sand of such quality 
as is used by the manufacturers of ^lass, that is, free from dirt of any 
kind. Tlie battery- cup may be that of the ordinary kind, as used 
in Groves’s battery ; or if larger glass or porcelain jars can be ob- 
tained, they would doubtless be better, affording an opportunity for 
the use of larger plates of zinc and copper ; these should be placed 
about an inch apart, and the sand i:)acked tightly around them. 
The zinc should be amalgamated, and the copper rubbed with a 
piece of emery-paper before placing in the cup ; the sand should 
then be well moistened with sulphuric acid, diluted in the usual 
proportion for battery purposes. Intensity may of course be in- 
creased by increase of acid. A battery of this kind would stand for 
some weeks, only requiring the addition of a little acid each day, 
according as the strength of that first put in became exhausted. A 
series of cups of this kind could be carried on a train without the 
difficulties which would arise from that of almost any other battery, 
— Journal of the Franklin Institute, 

ELKCTBIO CLOCKS. 

Mb. Kammebeb has exhibited and explained at Manchester his 
Horologes ElectriqueSf wdth much success. Tliere were three electric 
clocks, of varied external appearance, placed in different parts of 
the room, and these were governed by one ordinary pendulum clock. 
The common clock has an addition made to it (which we understand 
can be added to any clock) whereby it is brought into contact with 
the two poles of a galvanic battery. The wires from the battery 
communicate with a drum, moved by the clockwork ; and every fif- 
teen seconds the current is changed, the positive and the negative 
being transmitted alternately. The going of this clock regulates the 
motion of the others. A wire is continued from the drum to the 
electric clock, which is of very simple construction. The apparatus 
of one of them was fixed to a dial of plate-glass, so that the move- 
ment could be easily observed. There are two pairs of small straight 
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electro-magnets, each pair having their ends opposite to the other 
pair, with about half an inch space between. Within this space 
there hangs a vertical steel bar, which also may be made of plate- 
glass, suspended from a spindle at the top. The rod has two slight 
projections on each side, parallel to the ends of the wire-coiled mag- 
nets. When the electric current comes on the wire from the positive 
end of the battery (through the drum of the regulator-clock), the 
positive magnets attract the bar to it, the distance being perhaps 
the sixteenth of an inch. When, at the end of fifteen seconds, the 
negative pole operates, repulsion takes effect, and the bar moves to 
the opposite side. This oscillating bar gives motion to a wheel, 
which turns the minute and hour hands. Tliis is effected rather 
curiously : it is something like the common crutch or anchor escape- 
ment, only that, instead of the wheel moving the escapement, the 
escapement moves the wheel. The teeth of the wheel are cut ob- 
liquely, or sloped on one side, so that as the pallets of the anchor 
come in contact with the sloping sides of the cogs of the scape wheel 
they force it round. The wheel moves one cog every 15 seconds (but 
could be made to move every second or half second if required), 
the movement being imparted on each side alternately. It was ob- 
served that the three clocks beat simultaneously, in fact so precisely, 
that the triple sound was mistaken by several as proceeding from 
one clock. It was stated by the inventor, that if the galvanic 
battery were attached to any particular standard clock, any num- 
ber of clocks, placed in whatever part of the city (or the king- 
dom), communicating with this by a wire, would indicate precisely 
the same time. The precision with which the instruments performed 
was the subject of general remark. We understand that in a prior 
invention, electricity was only used to impart the motion in one 
direction, a spring being depended upon for the opposing motion. 
Practice showed, ^at when &e electric current was weak, the spring 
was too strong, and this sometimes led to inaccuracy. M. Kam- 
merer obviates this by employing the current, positive and negative, 
for both motions. We learn that many hundreds of these clocks 
are in use upon the railways and in the public offices in Belgium, 
and that M. Kammerer is under contract to supply a large order in 
Hussia. One of the clocks was fitted in a street lamp, and for this 
purpose they seem very suitable, as no additional cost would be in- 
curred for illumination, while their exposure in large thoroughfares 
would be a public convenience. They also appear to be admirably 
adapted for warehouses, or other large establishments, where one 
battery could be employed for impelling the instruments placed in 
the various rooms . — Manchester Ghmrdicm, 


HEAT INDICATOBS AND ELECTBIC CONTACT. 

Messes. A. Stmons and A. Bubgess, of London, have patented 
certain instruments for ascertaining and indicating Heat, and also in 
the parts for making and breaking contact in Electric Circuits, used 
therewith : 

delating first to the combination of particular metals to be employed as the 
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part or parts sensitive to heat of such instruments, motion being communicated 
to apparatus connected with a suitable scale or dial, to aSbrd visible indication 
of tne gradations of temperature, and to actuate apparatus whereby an audible 
signal or alarm will be created, being an instrument applicable for making and 
breaking the contact of electric circuits used for this purpose. The improve- 
ments consist in combining a plate or strip of gold with a plate or strip or zinc, 
soldered together througljout their length, which compound strip of metal is in 
a curved or other form, adapted for giving motion to the other parts of the in- 
dicator, by reason of the alteration of its form, caused by the difference of ex- 
pansion of those metals at or in different temperatures. Another combination 
of metals for this purpose consists of a strip or piece of steel, suitably united 
with a strip or piece of gold, and adapted to, and in suitable connexion with 
the hand or index of the instrument. The improvements in the points of con- 
tact for establishing or breaking the electric circuit in instruments for indica- 
ting heat consist, first, in placing one of the points of contact so as to bear in 
and rub along or across a grooved surface, when affected by the movement of 
the compound metal inslnimeut before described, which groove is formed of 
agate, or some similar non-conducting material, and whereby the contact point 
will be cleaned before it arrives at the other conducting part, where the circuit 
W'ill be established. The rubbing of the conducting point, or the conducting 
surface, will also tend to clear that surface, and render the electric circuit per- 
fect . The contact point receives its rubbing motion from the before-mentioned 
compound metal strip, with which it is placed in connexion, and may be so ar- 
ranged that the dial of the instrument may indicate the temperature at which 
the alarum was discharged. The electric circuit is so arranged in connexion 
with an alarum apparatus, that when the instrument indicates a given tempera- 
ture, it will be discharged and give audible notice. 


ELECTBOGRAPHT J OR, A NEW ART OF ENGRAVING IN RELIEF ON 
METAL. DISCOVERED BY JOSEPH DEVINCENZI, PARIS. 

The details of this discovery are contained in a memoir presented 
by the Author to the Paris Academy of Sciences, on which that 
body made a formal Report at the sitting which took place on the 
31st of December, 1855. 

The following is the substance of M. Devincenzi’s memoir. After 
a brief dissertation on the origin of printing, the employment of 
wood-blocks, and the subsequent inventions of copper- plate en- 
graving and lithography, the author observes : — 

Having devoted myself, for several years, to a series of researches and expe- 
riments in the art of printing, I decided on submitting to the examination of 
the Academy of the Sciences of the Institute, an electro-chemical process of 
engraving in relief, to which I have given the name of ElectroCTaphy. This 
process is destined, if I do not deceive myself, entirely to supersede xylography 
(wood- engraving), and even in a great degree lithography and copperplate en- 
graving. 

M. Devincenzi then refers to the ordinary processes employed to 
obtain relief- engraving on metal by means of acids, on the same 
system as in line-engraving, and by other methods, and proceeds to 
describe in what Electrography consists — 

This art (he says) has for its principal object to convert into an engra-ving in 
relief aU drawings made with a greasy, a bituminous, or a resinous body upon 
a metallic plate. Amon^^t all mntals, zinc is the most projj^r for this kind of 
engraving, and its low price renders it still more desirable. The kind employed 
is the laminated zinc of commerce, the surface of which is grained writh sifted 
sand, in the same manner as the stones are grained in litho^;raphy. You may 
draw on these plates, either with a crayon, with lithographic ink, or with any 
other substance employed in litho^ra^y. The plate, once drawn upon, is 
then prepared in the same way as if it were intended to be used for a hlho- 
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grapbio impression ; indeed, zino plates have often been employed instead of 
stones, and it is to Senefelder himself, the inventor of the lithographic art, that 
this application is due. The effect of the preparation is : — ^first, to render the 
orayon or drawing-ink insoluble in water, and to fix them on the plate; and 
next, to change the affinity of the metal. Zinc, in its natural state, has a great 
affinity for greasy substances, and for this veiy reason can be easily drawn upon. 
But once prepared, this affinity is altered : after the preparation the zinc has a 
greater affinity for gum and water than for greasy substances. The slightest 
humidity on its surface suffices to repel the latter. I give this preparation to 
the zinc plate by plunging it for a minute into a simple decoction of gall-nut, 
and afterwards wash the plate with clear whaler, and then cover it again with a 
solution of gum-arabic. The decoction of gall-nut is made w ith the gull broken 
into good-sized lumps, in the proportion ol 126 grammes (something less than 
\ lb.) in a litre (about If pint), reduced by boiling to half the quantity. The 
zinc plates, that are used iu lithographic fashion, are generally prepared with 
the same decoction ofgall-niit; but in imitating the preparation of the stones, 
nitric acid is added, and often hydrochloric acid. These acids I entirely do 
away with. It is known how delicate the operation is of preparing stones for 
lithography, on account of these acids, for the preparation very often injures the 
half-tints by the action which the acids exercise both on the mk and the stone. 
On the other hand, the simple decoction of gall-nut, while it makes an excellent 
preparation, exercises no ulterior action upon the drawing or the plate. 

lliis experiment may be safely repeated. The drawing being made with 
lithographic chalk or ink upon a zinc plate, tlie latter may be left for hours or 
even days in the gall-nut decoction without any alteration being produced 
either in the lines or the surface of the plate. In lithography, on the contrary, 
by prolonging the acidulation, both the drawing and the surface of the stone 
are destroyed. The unalterability of the draw'iug by tbe preparation is a very 
remarkable feature in this species of engraving, for after its application the 
drawing remains exactly the same as when it came from the artist’s hand. The 
plate thus prepared with the gall-nut decoction and afterwards gummed, is then 
immediately cleared of the gum with water, and 1 wash the drawing with 
essence of turpentine. In this state, scarcely anything is visible on the plate : 
but every part of the draw'ing has a strong affinity for greasy substances, and 
aU the other parts of the plate rexiel them. If one w'ished to print lithogra- 
phically, it would be sufficient to damp the plate and pass a roller over it 
charged with printing-ink, iu order to obtain proofs. By my process of en- 
graving, instead of ];)rinting-iuk, I apply in the same nianner, by mt^ans of a 
roller, a varnish which, on account of tne different affinities of the plate, per- 
fectly replaces the chalk or draughtman’s ink, and is as easily applied as print- 
ing-ink upon a lithographic drawing, and it takes up no more time to lay on the 
varnish than to pull a lithographic proof. Thisvarmsh is composed of asphaltum 
of linseed-oil boiled with litharffCy and of essence of turpentine. When the 
varnish is dry, the plate of zinc is placed in metallic connexion with a copper 
plate of equal size. Over the plate which has the drawing a very weak solution 
of sulphuric acid is passed with a brush in order to cleanse it, and the two plates 
are then plunged horizontally and facing each other, at a distance of five 
7/a7/ttKe/rsa (somewhere about ^ inch), into a solution of sulphate of copper of 
fifteen degrees. The sulphuric acid from the decomposition of the submate of 
copper dissolves all the jiarts of the zinc plute which are not covered by the 
varnish, and this substance not being decomposed by contact with the sulphate 
of copper, does not eimerienoe the least alteration. On account of the great 
affinity which the sulphuric acid has for the zinc, iu comparison with the slight 
affinity which it has for the copper, the employment of this salt and the approxi- 
mation of the plates give rise to a very energetic electro-chemical action, and at 
the end of a mw minutes the plate is engraved. During the operation the zinc 
plate is frequently withdrawn and washed with pure water, in order to get rid 
of the parts of the sulphate of zinc and of metaliic copper which adhere to its 
surface. To prove the unalterability of my varnish, you may make a drawing 
on a porcelain plate and fill it with the solution of the sulphate of copper : the 
drawing will undergo no change. The voltaic pile has for some time been em- 
ployed to engrave on copper, but no one before I made the experiment has at- 
tempted relief-engraving iiy electro-chemical means. Nevertheless, it has often 
been observed that by the aid of electricity very deep lines could be cut in 
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copper-plates mtbout widening the etrokes, — ^for while the chemical action 
alone bi^s on aJl sides, an energetic electro-chemical action onl;^ takes effect on 
the depth. This superiority of galvanic electricity over the simple action of 
acids renders possible that kind of engraving in relief which requires gi'eat 
depth. 

After recognising the assistance rendered to this new invention by 
the processes of lithography and the science of electro- metallurgy, 
M. Devineenzi goes on to illustrate its importance. This is chiefly 
shown by the facilities which it offers for producing, like ordinary 
types, an almost unlimited number of impressions. M. Devineenzi 
observes that lithographic presses and copper- plates throw off va- 
riously two, three, four, or five hundred copies in a day : with his 
electrographic plates he has hitherto not attempted to produce more 
than three thousand within the same space, but considering the 
properties of zinc, and analogous facts, he is of opinion that any 
number of copies could be printed. Zinc, he says, is as hard as 
copper, and with copper stereotypes millions of imi)ressions may be 
struck off, nor is there any reason for supposing that ziuc stereotypes 
would prove less serviceable. In its relation to wood-engraving, 
M. Devineenzi demonstrates a manifest advantage on the side of 
electrography, as regards the more direct application of the latter. 
In the art of xylography recourse is had both to the engraver and 
the draughtsman. In electrography the work of the draughtsman 
is not more difficult, while that of the engraver disappears, and the 
extraordiuaiy degree of perfection which can be obiaiued, together 
with the Bui-prising celerity with which it can meet the various 
exigencies of the moment, cannot fail to add to its inipoi-tance. 
Finally, electrography offers precisely the same facilities in its execu- 
tion as lithography, and exceeds it inimitably in its power of pro- 
duction ; and comparing it with line engraving, electrography has all 
the advantages of a far more facile execution, of a greater variety 
of style, resulting from the use of crayons, of a typographical use 
of the press, and of a faithful reproduction of the artist’s labour. 

We api^cnd to this notice of M. Devincenzi’s invention an extract 
from the Report made by the Committee appointed by the Academy 
of Sciences to inquire into its merits and test its practical applica- 
bility'. The members of the committee, MM. Chevreul, Seguier, 
and Becquerel, the last its reporter, say : — 

Your Committee, desirous itself of verifying all the operations which have 
beeu described, requested our excellent ai’tist, M. Cbatilluu, to be kind enou^rh 
to draw upon a grained zinc plate some well-fluished subject, in order to satisfy 
us that the most delicate touches, as well as the half-tints, were reproduced b}’’ 
this mode of engraving. lie ae*eeded to our wish, and drew the portrait of Peru- 
giuo, after Kaffaelle, making in it touches so extremely fine as to serve as 
marks of recognition (lu/aet derejthre). We submitted the plate of M. De^in- 
cenzi, in our own presence, to all the preparations described, and the printing 
from it was afterwards made by M. Plou, whom we had named to him. All the 
proofs obtained were a perfect reproduction of the drawing, and acknowledged 
to be such as well by M. Chatillou as by ourselves ; the marks of recognition, 
scarcely visible in the d^a^ving, were also there The process of en- 

S anng in relief, of which we now report, fulfils then the object proposed by 
. Devineenzi, — ^that of superseding engraving on wood by engraving on zinc. 
In the former, a draughtsman and an engraver are necessaiy ; in the latter a 
draughtsman only. In eonq>ariug this process with that of hthograiihy, either 
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on stone or zinc, we find this great advantage — that the printing hy the electro- 
graphy is very considerable as to numbers, and costs very little, wnile the other 
mode IS very limited and dear. 

The lleport of the Committee was adopted. — Athenceim, No. 1480. 


ELECTRO- TELEGRAPHIC APPARATUS. 

Dr. Wildman Whitehouse has patented certain improvements 
in Electro- Telegraphic Apparatus relating: — 1. To the apparatus 
employed in obtaining electric currents by induction, and which may 
be termed induction coils, and consists in placing the secondary coil 
nearest the iron, and the primary coil which is connected with the 
battery outside the other or secondary coil. 2. To improvements 
in the instruments or relays used for receiving alternating currents, 
either from a distinct station or on home circuit, so as to call into 
play a local battery of any required form or strength, il. To com- 
bining a dead beat magnetic needle instrument, with a relay fitted to 
receive alternating currents. 4. To the adaptation of an ordinary 
step-by-stej) action dial instrument of a peculiar releasing or retro- 
grade movement. 

Dr. Whitehouse has read to the British Association, a paper on 
an Instrument for determining the Value of Intermittent, or Alter- 
nating Electric Currents, for Telegraphic Purposes.” The author 
showed the Section that the effect of a weak electric current, say 
after it liad traversed 100 miles of wire on an ordinary magnetic 
needle, was altogether inappreciable ; and even the effect of strong 
cun'ents at short intermitted periods caused the needles so to vibrate 
as to render the observing of the arcs quite impossible ; but by 
transmitting a very feeble current in such a way as to excite a power- 
ful coil and produce an electro-roagnet by soft pieces of iron in the 
axes of the coils, he showed that, by a strongly-framed and accu- 
rately constructed steel-yard, ho was able actually to w'eigh the 
feeblest currents, and to compare them with even the most powerful 
current transmitted through short distances. The exhibition of the 
apparatus, which worked arlmirably, and, as it were, weighed the force 
of each cuireiit as transmitted during the ordinary rapid working ot 
the telegraph, seemed to afford much satisfaction to the Section. 

Mr. J. Jones, of St, Asaph, Flint, has obtained provisional 
protection for improvements in telegraphs, by which a facsimile 
of the message is recorded simultaneously on the transmitting and 
receiving in.struraents, so that the sender may know immediately, 
and without the trouble of repeating, whether his message has 
reached its destination correctly. 

Mr. Thomas Allan, of London, C.E., has prepared a telegraphic 
wire of iron insulated with a new flexible material, sufficiently strong, 
it is said, to afford full protection, the whole weighing in some cases 
as little as one-tenth of the common wire, though having a conducting 
power three or even five-fold greater, while the relative proportion 
of strength in the wire is increased to a considerable degree. 

Mr. William Brown, of Australia, has made an offer to the Govern- 
ment to erect an electric telegraph from Mount Louis to Hobart Town, 
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thence to Launceston and George Town, and to complete the whole 
within nine months from signing the contract, for 16,000/. 

Mr. L. D. B. Gordon has patented an improvement in electric 
telegraphs when insulated wires are laid under water or in the 
earth. This invention consists chiefly in using two insulated wires, 
placed close to each other, and imbedded in insulated material, as 
one electric circuit in which the battery and receiving instrument 
are inserted without using the earth as part of the circuit. The 
two conducting wires will be charged equally at any given point — 
the one with positive and the other with negative electricity ; and 
since both are in equal proximity to the surrounding water or earth, 
no electric charge can take place between the wires and the earth ; 
nor will any induced current be produced in additional conducting 
wires that are imbedded in the same conducting mass, provided they 
are placed equidistant from two wires forming the electric circuit. 
The same cable may, therefore, contain one or more sets of insulated 
wires close to each other, which may be used simultaneously as 
circuits without the interference of one with the other. 

Professor Giovanni Caselli, of Florence, says Qalignani^a Mes- 
aengei'f has invented an apparatus by which the telegraph wire will 
transmit to any distance an exact facsimile of any writing or de- 
sign, when made to communicate with a similar apparatus at the 
other station. The transmission of telegraphic despatches by single 
letters will thus, it is added, be entirely superseded ; and the ori- 
ginal writing put into the apparatus will be reproduced in an in- 
stant, with the signature of the correspondent as if written by him- 
self. It is hopeful, ever and anon, to have such inventions turning 
up again ; but it is a mistake to consider this invention as a new 
(though it may be an improved) one. 

The Hughes Printing Telegraph Instrument, says the New York 
Commercial Register^ is now fluished, and will be placed upon the 
line between this city and Philadelphia. This invention, it adds, 
may be called a printing-press and telegraph instniment combined, 
for it prints all messages in plain Roman capitals, with unerring 
correctness, and at an almost incredible rate of speed, averaging in 
the ordinary despatch of business from 20,000 to 25,000 letters per 
hour. It also demonstrates the practicability of sending and 
receiving messages in opposite directions over the same wire at the 
same time. 

Mr. S. Statham has patented certain improvements in electric 
telegraph cables. The patentee takes a core of gutta-percha, or other 
insulating material, containing therein one or more metallic wires, 
strips, or plates, and places over such core strands of hemp, or cord, 
employing various modifications. And he encases the core covered 
by one or other, or all of the materials just named, in an outer casing 
or tube of gutta-percha, or any of its known compounds, or either 
of these combined with metallic or other substances. By these or 
similar means the patentee is enabled to produce a light, flexible, 
and strong cable, especially suited for submarine purposes, in which 
the weight may be regulated by the employment of metal wires. 
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fiti’ands, or plates, or fibrous materials between the insulated wire 
or wires and the outer coating, as well as by the employment of 
gutta percha or any of its known compounds, or by combining with 
either of these, more or less, some suitiible substances heavier than 
gutta-percha itself, with the gutta-percha or gutta-percha compounds 
employed for the outer casing. 

In course of some experiments with a telegraph invented b}’’ a 
Mr. Duncker, two distinct messages are said to have been sent by 
tlie same wire, and read ofi' in an incredibly short space of time. 
Mr. Duncker has successfully tried his invention on a Prussian 
government line, and on a subterraneous line of 160 miles in Eng- 
land. The invention is said to be applicable to existing arrange- 
ments. It is calculated that the adoption of it would enable the 
telegraph companies to transmit messages at one-fourth of the usual 
rates, and with more chance of despatch. As remarked by the 
Gateshead Observer y it would be more correct, perhaps, to say, that 
while the wire transmits one message, the earth transmits the other ; 
but, practically, one wire is made to do the work of two. 

Mr. D. L. Price has patented certain improvements, in the first 
place having reference to the connexions between the carriages in 
the electric circuit between distant points of a railway train. For 
this purpose the patentee employs a coiled spring, similar to a clock- 
spring, but which has a tendency to recoil and draw itself within a 
small circular case fixed to the carriage. Anotlier part of the im- 
provements consists in forming the immediate points of junctions of 
the connexions between rail carriages, so as to have a double lock- 
ing or hold the one part with the other when united. The improve- 
ments in the telegraph instruments and conducting parts connected 
therewith are such that the patentee is enabled to work a bell and 
needle telegraph by means of one wire, that is to say, one out and 
one return current, for which purpose he arranges two precisely 
similar batteries at distant points, both to act as local, and which 
may both be put into action from either end of a railway train or 
station. To produce audible signals he employs the centrifugal bell- 
hammer, actuated by a train of wheels, but detached and set in 
motion hy the electric current. 


THE NEW TELEGRAPH WIRES TO INDIA. 

Mr. Thomas Allan, C.E., has overcome certain formidable diffi- 
culties in the way of extensive telegraphic enterprises. Thus, it is 
obvious that where a frail line of communication has to be carried 
over the abrupt inequalities of the surface of our globe, creeping 
over the summits of mountains, and lying along the deep shelves in 
the bed of the ocean, too much care cannot be devoted to its com- 
position and texture. The wire prepared by Mr. Allan possesses 
advantages superior to those of any other conductor at present in 
use, and in the main requisities of conductibility, strength, lightness, 
and cheapness, its superiority is incontestible. llie submarine wires 
commonly employed are of copper, insulated with gutta-percha, 
and encased in iron. Mr. Allan’s wire is one of iron, insulated with 
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a new flexible material, suflBlciently strong to afford a full protection 
from all the contingencies to which such a conductor is ordinarily 
liable. The differences between the two are at first sight rather 
startling. Weighing in some cases as little as one-tenth of the com- 
mon wire, we obtain a conducting power three or even five- fold 
greater, while the relative proportion of the strength of the wire to 
its weight, is increased to a considerable degree. Add to these facts 
the diminished cost of construction, and the greater ease with which 
it can be laid down . — Caledonian Mercury. 

THE ATLANTIC TELEGRAPH. 

The great project of the union of the Old and New Worlds has 
been commenced within the past year by the Atlantic Telegraph 
Company. 

The discovery by Maury of the “telegraph plateau,” a soft and 
almost uniformly level bed of 1300 miles extent in the direct line be- 
tween Ireland and Newfoundland, and the adoption of a wire rope 
covering for the cable, at once light and flexible, and of such strength 
“ that it will bear in water over six miles of its own length,” “ sus- 
pended vertically,” have reduced the labour, anxiety, and danger of 
this part of the work so greatly as to lead to the expression amongst 
practical men of the opinion “ that this cable will be found to be at- 
tended with less risk in the process of submersion than any one that 
has yet been laid down.” 

The Telegraph Company having placed ten subten*anean gutta- 
percha insulated conductors of over 2000 miles each at the service of 
the' experimenters during the hours of the night of 2nd of October, 
Professor Morse, from America, who appears to have come over for 
the purpose, and Dr. Whitehouse and Mr. Bright, experimented with 
the lines in connexion, and, according to Mr. Morse’s Report, with 
perfect success, so as to establish the complete practicability of tele- 
graphing between Europe and America, vid the Atlantic Ocean, and 
thus disproving or dispelling Professor Faraday’s fears of the im- 
practicability of such a mode of communication. Signals were tele- 
graphed from one end of the 2000 miles to the other, at the maximum 
rate of 270 per minute upon the telegraphic register, a speed com- 
mercially advantageous.* 

The great undertaking was begun by throwing eighty -five miles of 
telegraphic cable across the Gulf of St. Lawrence to the Island of 
Ne^oundland, which lies in the way of the projected line. At first 
it was contemplated that the line should go by Labrador, Greenland, 
Iceland, and the Ferroe Isles, and so to Europe by successive stages ; 
but to such a round-about journey there were insurmountable objec- 

* On Oot. 9, a public dinner was riven to Prof. Morse, in acknowledgment of 
hu servioes in the development of the electric trieoraph, and likewise with a 
view of expressing an opinion of the importance or a snbmarine communioa> 
tion with America. The chair was taken by Mr. W. Fothergill Cooke, one of 
the Directors of the Electric Telegraph Company. In proposing the health of 
Pr odte ssCTr Morse, the chairman stated nis opinion that the system introdneed by 
the Professor was the best, it being the most simple, permanent, and certain. 
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tions. Ice has especially to be guarded against, and ground where 
anchors may catch in the line must be avoided ; consequently, very 
deep water is a desideratum, and this presents itself at once at New- 
foundland. 1900 miles of ocean must then be crossed, and facilities 
for the undertaking exist, it is said, such as no equal extent of the 
globe can parallel. The cable, to allow for the inequalities of the 
ground and other exigencies, will be 3000 miles long. Tlie wires 
will be isolated in gutta-percha coatings ; and all the improvements 
which modem science can afford will be applied to give durability, 
strength, and efficacy to the cable. Two ships will proceed to the 
mid- ocean, each carrying one-half of the line. Uniting the ends of 
the cable, the ships will then separate and continue to pay it out 
until they reach their respective destinations. It is to sailing vessels 
towed only by steamers, it seems, that the loss of so many sub- 
marine telegraphic cables is attributable. The C(yrJe Reporter states 
that “ Dr. Whitehouse, one of the highest authorities on this branch 
of science, has demonstrated by more than 4000 experiments that so 
fai* from the great length of line requiring a proportionally great cir- 
cumference or diameter of wire, the very contrary is the case,” — a 
conclusion entirely at variance with that of Dr. F araday. Dr. White- 
house is also said to have invented an apparatus by means of which, 
should the line be damaged, the exact point of interruption can be 
accurately ascertained. 

Dr. Whitehouse thus describes the cable : — 

Every one, I believe, on first thinking of the subject, has expected to see 
something indicative of enormous strength and of great size, and enu hardly 
realize the idea of our attempting so great a work with such apparently slender 
means. And yet this cable is the result of many months of thought, experunent, 
and trial, and hundreds of specimens have been made — comprising every variety 
of form, and size, and structure — and most severely tested as to their powers and 
capabilities, and it has resulted in the adoption of this, which we know to possess 
all the properties required, and these in afar higher degree than any cable that has 
yet been laid. Its flexibility is such as to make it as manageable as a small line. You 
may tie it in a knot about your arm without injury. Its weight is but 18 cwt. to 
the mile, and its strength such that it will bear in water over six miles of its own 
length if suspended vertically. Its specific gravity is such that there can be no 
question about its sinking to the bottom, for it is heavier than those shells which 
have been brought up by sounding. The strands of slender iron wire by which it 
is surrounded will, it is true, suffer corrosion or decomposition in a short time; 
but in doing so, the material of which they consist will enter into chemical union 
with the soft mud in which the cable is imbedded, and will thus form a concrete 
mass of calcareous or siliceous substance, affording the very best possible protec- 
tion for the cable. We must all have seen instances of this sort of incrustation 
having taken place around iron which has been long submerged. The gutta- 
percha and copper wire forming the electric part of this cable are, as far as we 
know, indestructible underwater. The Dover cable is as good this day as it was 
the fiwt day it was laid. The insulation of this cable is more perfect than that of 
any previously made. 

In the Spectator, the difficulties still to be surmounted are thus 
explained : — 

The cable, which is to join together the continents of Europe and America, is 
already stretched a long way across the dividing space. One end of it is attached 
to the station at New York ; it passes thence over land and under water to Cape 
Bace, and for four hundred miles traverses the coast of Newfoundland; so that 
fourteen hundred miles of the difikulty have been surmounted. Professor Morse 
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if the inventor of the simplest of all possible means of transmitting messages by 
electricity. Without any instrument whatever, a person holding the two ends of 
the telegraph-wire in his hands might transmit a message which would record it- 
self on paper at the distant station. In practice, indeed, this extremely simple 
mode is not adopted, and an apparatus moved by clockwork is required at the 
receiving-station to move along the strip of paper whereon the message is im- 
pressed, and there is an electro-magnet to m^e the impressions. This plan has 
now generally superseded on the Continent all other systems of telegraphic com- 
mnmeation. As regards the wire-connexion between the two countries, there 
seems no doubt that it can be made: but that mechanical difficulty over- 
come, there will remain the question whether telegraphic signals can be trans- 
mitted through a submerged wire of that length, however carefully it may be 
insulated. On this point electricians and ma^ematicians are at variance. It 
is not a simple question whether an electric current can be transmitted, but 
whether the wire can be discharged, after transmission, quickly enough for the 
repetition of telegraphic signals. This difficulty first presented itself in the 
telegraph from Harwich to the Hague. It was found that the water surrounding 
the wires prevented them from transmitting distinctive signals, the action or 
each one being prolonged so as to interfere and blend with the signal preceding. 
The difficulty was quite unexpected. Faraday brought his wonderful power of 
investigation to bear on the subject, and ascertained that the conductmg pro- 
perty of sea-water on the outside of the gutta-percha has the eflect of converting 
the coated wire into an elongated Leyden jar, and causes it to retain a portion 
of the charge, in the same manner ns an ordinary L^den jar retains a part of 
the electricity after it has been discharged. This difficulty, which seemed to 
present an ettectual bar to the use of Professor Morse's instruments — in which 
the electric current traverses continuously in the same direction — was overcome 
by reversing the direction of the current after each signal, by which process the 
wire was prepared to transmit another. That plan has answered from London 
to the Hague, but doubt is entertained whether the remedy will apply across the 
Atlantic. Experiments, so far as they can be made, show that the obstacle may 
be overcome ; tlieoretical philosophers, armed with arrays of figures, contend 
that tlie thing is impossible; but, as facts are against them, there seems no 
reason to despair that practice will get the better of theo^ in the establishment 
of a working telegraph to America. The people of the u nited States will then 
realize what Professor Morse declares to be their ambition — they will know what 
is done in England for an event happening in London at 

noon, w'ill be published in New York on the morning of tne same day— of the 
mouth. 

See also, at page 121, Dr. Whitehouse’s inquiry, read to the 
Britisli Association, — whether the Law of Squares is applicable to 
the Transmission of Signals in Submarine Currents. 

By means of the ingenious apparatus devised by Dr. Whitehouse, 
at every sounding of the Atlantic, specimens of the bottom were 
brought up, which, when examined with the microscope, presented 
various kinds of Foraminiferae, with a few good specimens of Diato- 
maceae among them. Are these Infusoria brought down by the 
Gulf Stream and after death merely deposited where we find tliem ? 
or do they really live at these enormous depths ? One or two shells 
have been seen which we believe to contain undecomposed animal 
tissue. — See the specimens of these Infusoria engraved in the Illui- 
treUed London News for Dec. 6, 1856 ; with a profile of the bottom 
of the Atlantic, and a piece and section of the cable. 

A prospectus estimates that the net receipts will annually amount 
to 40 per cent, of the capital subscribed. Mr. Moi-se calculates that 
14,400 words may be daily transmitted, or about 480 messages, and 
that arrangements may be made for doubling the number. The 
London messages sent between 10 a.m. and 3 f.m. will reach New 
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York of course at earlier periods of what may be called the same 
business day on which they are sent, so that a message despatched 
at 10 A.M. on a Saturday, for instance, may reach an office in New 
York before 10 A.M. on that day, or, figuratively speaking, may bo 
sent in “no time,” and some little perhaps to spare over and above. 
The Americans will not be able to return the compliment in precisely 
the same way, but will also have it in their power to accommodate 
their London correspondents otherwise. All doubt and difficulty as 
to the practicability of laying and working the telegraph have disap- 
peared, it seems, so that men of skill and experience, such as Mr. 
Morse, in telegraphing, and Lieut. Maury in nautical surveys and 
sea affairs in general, are quite confident of success. Lieut. Maury 
has invented a method whereby the cable will be secured, even 
though a storm may oblige the ship from which it is payed out to cut 
and run. Lastly, the British Government have offered to aid in the 
work, and to assure the company in 4 per cent, on their capital for 
Government messages. 

THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH IN JAVA. 

The Electro-magnetic Telegraph has been introduced into Java, 
and a line of wires completed between Batavia and Buitenzorg, the 
first intelligence by it having been transmitted to the Governor- 
General on the 22nd October, in the space of four minutes. The 
line is to be immediately extended to Samarang and Sourabaya, and 
afterwards in other points in different directions, such as Anjer, 
Cheribon, Pekalongan, Ilcmbang, and Banuwangie. The natives 
are very much astonished and rather frightened at the invention, 
which they call bichara angin (wind- speech ). — Smith and Elder's 
Homeward Mail. 


Lieutenant Maury, in Keport on the Telegraph, says : — We have 
learned in the course of these investigations, that all the obstacles 
interposed by the sea to the laying of submarine telegraphs lie 
between the surface and the depth of a few hundred fathoms below, 
and that these are not to be mastered by force nor overcome by the 
tensible strength of wire- drawn ropes, but that, with a little artifice, 
they will yield to a mere thread. It is the case of the man-of-war 
and the little nautilus in the hurricane ; the one, weak in its strength, 
is dashed to pieces ; the other, strong in its weakness, resists the 
utmost violence of the storm, and rides on safely through it as though 
there were no ragings in the sea. Therefore, it may now be con- 
sidered as a settled principle in submarine telegi'aphs, that the true 
character of a cable for the deep sea is not that of an iron rope as 
large as a man’s arm, but a single copper wire or a fascicle of wires, 
coated with gutta percha, pliant and supple, and not larger than a 
lady’s finger. 
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CHEMICAL DI8C0VEKY AND THE ARTS OF LIFE. 

Dr. Daubeny, President of the British Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science, in his opening address to the Meeting held in 
August, 1856, at Cheltenham, chose for his subject, **The Progress 
of Physical Science within the last Twenty Years.” After some 
introductory observations, the learned president commenced his 
review with the Science of Chemistiy, the subject with which, he 
said, he was most familiar. He first reminded his auditory that at 
a period not much more remote than the date at which that Associa- 
tion sat in the city of Bristol, twenty years ago, all that could be 
quoted as really worthy the name of chemical science was compre- 
hended within the limits of the minei’al kingdom. Passing to the 
practical results bearing on the arts of life which have either been 
actually deduced, or might be anticipated to accrue from chemical 
discovery, the Pi*esident remarked : — ‘^Of these, perhaps the most 
important is the possibility of forming by art those compounds which 
had been formerly supposed to be only producible by natural processes, 
imder the influence of the vital principle. The last two years have 
added materially to the catalogue of such bodies artificially produced, 
as in the formation of several species of alcohol from coal-gas by Ber- 
thelot, that of oil of mustard by the same chemist, and the generation 
of taurine, a principle elaborated in the liver, by Strecker. And if 
the above discoveries should strike you at first sight rather as curious 
than practically useful, I would remark that they afford reasonable 
ground for hope that the production of some of those principles of 
high medicinal or economical value which nature has sparingly pro- 
vided, or at least limited to certain districts or climates, may lie 
within the compass of the chemist’s skill. If quinine, for instance, 
to which the Peruvian bark owes its efficacy, be, as would appear 
from recent researches, a modified condition of ammonia, why may 
not a Holman be able to produce it for us from its elements, as he 
has already done so many other alkaloids of similar constitution ? 
And thus, while the progress of civilization and the development of 
the chemical arts are accelerating the consumption of those articles 
which kind nature has either been storing up for the uses of man 
during a vast succession of antecedent ages, or else is at present 
elaborating for us in that limited area within which alone the condi- 
tions would seem to be such as to admit of their production, we are 
encouraged to hope that science may make good the loss she has 
contributed to create, by herself inventing artificial modes of obtain- 
ing these necessary materials.” 

Referring to the discussions which have taken place for some 
time past between Baron Liebig and certain experimental agri- 
culturists in England, with regard to the principles that ought 
to regulate the manuring of land. Dr. Daubeny proceeded : — “ In so 
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far a« concerns the relative advantages of mineral and ammoniacal 
manures, 1 presume there is but little room for controversy ; for al- 
though most soils may contain a sufficiency of the inorganic const!- 
tuente required by the crop, it by no means follows that the latter are 
always in an available condition ; and hence it may well happen that, 
in most cases in which laud has been long under cultivation, the 
former class of manures becomes, as Baron Liebig asserts, a matter 
of paramount necessity. Now, that the same necessity exists for the 
addition of ammoniacal manures can hardly be contended, when we 
reflect tliat, at the first commencement of vegetable life, every exist- 
ing species of plant must have obtained its nourishment solely from 
the gaseous constituents of the atmosphere, and from the mineral 
contents of the rock in which it vegetated. The only divergence of 
opinion, tlierefore, that can arise, relates to the degrees of their 
respective utility in the existing state of our agriculture, and to the 
soundness of Baron Liebig's position, that a plant rooted in a soil 
well charged with all the requisite mineral ingredients, and in all 
other respects in a condition calculated to allow of healthy vege- 
tation, may, sooner or later, be able to draw from the atmosphere 
whatever else is required for its full development. And does not, 
I would ask, this latter position derive some support from the 
luxuriant vegetation of the tropics, where art certainly contributes 
nothing towards the result? And is it not also favoured by 
such experiments as those carried on at Lois Weedon, in North- 
amptonshire, where the most luxuriant wheat crops have been 
obtained for a number of consecutive years without manure 
of any kind, simply by following out the Tullian system of stirring 
up and pulverizing the soil ? How, too, are we to explain that 
capacity of subsisting without any artificial supply of ammonia, 
which Mr. Lawes is led by his experiments to attribute to turnips 
and other plants of similar organization, unless we assume that the 
power residing in the leaves of absorbing ammonia from the air may 
i-endor plants, in some cases at least, independent of any extraneous 
aid ? . . . Still the practical question remains whether, admit- 

ting the theoretical truth of Baron Liebig’s position, a larger expen- 
diture of capital will not be required for bringing a given farm into 
a condition to dispense with ammoniacal manures than for procuring 
those materials which contain that ingredient ready for use. 

Having awarded a meed of praise to the researches carried on in 
6ur own country, and especially those conducted under the auspices 
of the Highland Society by Dr. Anderson — at our own Agricultural 
College by Professor Voelcker, and through the aid of the Koyal 
Agricultural Society by their consulting Chemist, Mr. Way, the 
President next approached the departments of botany and vegetable 
physiology, and described some of the services rendered to botanical 
science by the late Professor Forbes, Dr. J. Hooker, and Dr. 
Thomson. 


CHEMIBTET AND THE WAE DEPABTMENT. 

Professok Abel, of the Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, has read to 
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the Chemical Society a lecture upon the Applications of Chemistry to 
the War Department. Allusion was made to a recent improvement 
necessitated by the pressure of the war — namely, a chemical exami- 
nation of all stores admitted into the Arsenal, whereby a substitution 
of pure goods for the adulterated articles formerly supplied had 
resulted. It appears that oxide of zinc from Liege forms the best 
white pigment employed. Pattinson’s oxychloride of lead is pre- 
ferable to ordinary white lead. Sulphate of baryta is largely used 
for adulterating white and coloured paints. There is great difficulty 
in transporting gunpowder in a dry condition ; some of the powder 
in the Crimea having become damp in its transit, had to be removed 
from the barrels with pickaxes. The powder is now packed in un- 
cleansed canvas bags contained in barrels. The bags subsequently 
serve many useful purposes. Wooden barrack buildings are rendered 
fire-proof, or nearly so, by successive applications of soluble glass and 
lime wash. Minie rifle bullets are made by moulding, from perfectly 
pure, and consequently very soft lead, obtained by Pattinson’s pro- 
cess. A million and a half of these bullets have been produced per 
week by two of Mr. Anderson’s machines. The shrapnell shell 
bullets are cast from an alloy of lead and antimony. The crude 
alloy is obtained from Hamburg, and is cheaper than either lead or 
antimony. The English mix chlorate of potash, the French nitrate 
of potash, with the fulminating mercury used for filling percussion 
caps. The English caps are less liable to corrosion than are the 
French. The substitution, in the percussion cap department, of 
methylated spirit for pure spirit, has prevented that imbibition of 
alcohol by the work-people which it was formerly impossible to pre- 
vent. English gunpowder is as a rule denser and more unifonn in 
its composition and effects than foreign gunpowder, and keeps much 
better. From the more porous condition of the foreign powder, the 
whole of the charge is invariably consumed ; whereas, with the Eng- 
lish powder, portions of the unconsumed charge frequently escape 
from the aperture of the gun, and are occasionally blown back upon 
the gunners by the force of the wind. The French method of purify- 
ing nitre by washing has been substituted for the English process of 
crystallization and fusion, with great advantage. In the casting of 
bronze guns, the great difficulty is to prevent the separation of the 
different metals forming the alloy, whereby the guns are not uniform 
in composition, are in parts crystalline, and even present cavities in 
their structure. Some of the guns are now cast with a core, to facili- 
tate rapid cooling, and thereby prevent the decomposition of the 
alloy. Professor Abel explained several varieties of the simple deto- 
nating tubes now used for firing ordnance, and alluded to various inge- 
nious contrivances introduced by Captain Boxer . — Literary Gazette, 


ALUMINIUM. 

The Rev. J. Barlow has read to the Royal Institution a paper 
^*on Aluminium.” The presence of M. St. Clair Deville excited 
great interest, that gentleman having come from Paris for the ex- 
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press purpose of bringing specimens of aluminium, as well as mate- 
rials and apparatus for the experiments of the evening. Furnished 
with funds by the liberality of the Emperor of the French, M. Deville 
has succeeded in producing in available quantities the metal which 
had remained a mere scientific curiosity since Wohler established the 
fact of its existence in 1827. It was the object of this discourse, 
first, to render intelligible the difficulties of obtaining this metal, by 
comparing the process of its reduction with that of other metals ; 
and secondly, to demonstrate its properties, and to suggest a few of 
the purposes to which it may be applied. — 1. Gold, the type of the 
ancient metals, is found adhering to silica : the ore of aluminium 
consists of the oxide of that metal, chemically combined with silex. 
Gold is separated from its ore by the rudest mechanical process. 
The separation of aluminium is the result of consummate science. 
Again, the common ores of tin, lead, iron, &c., are brought by arti- 
ficial means (if they do not thus occur in nature) to the condition of 
chemical combinations of these metals with oxygen. When heated 
ill the furnace, these oxides part with their oxygen to maintain the 
combustion of the fuel, and it is thus that the metal is separated. 
But alumina, the oxide of aluminium, will not suirendor its oxygen 
to any known fuel, at any known temperature. Again, being in- 
fusible, alumina cannot be decomposed by electrolysis, like potass or 
soda ; and, lastly, alumina will not at any known temperature yield 
its oxygen to those powerful de-oxidizers, the vapours of potassium 
and sodium, therein differing from lime, baryta, strontia, &c. The 
first access to aluminium was opened by Oersted, who, by an 
ingenious concentration of chemical force, converted the oxide into 
a fusible and volatile, and therefore less refractory, substance, the 
chloride of aluminium. Wohler availed himself of the properties 
of this chloride to effect a decomposition of its vapour by the vapour 
of potassium. By this process aluminium was obtained in minute 
quantities. M. Deville has not only simplified this process, but has 
made such improvements in the manufacture of sodium (the metal 
which he employs as the reducing agent) as to Lave enormously 
diminished its cost. 

An unexpected source of aluminium has been since opened. Dr. 
Percy, upwards of a year ago, found a substitute for chloride of 
aluminium in cryolite (which is a fluoride of aluminium and of 
sodium). Specimens of this mineral and a geological diagram 
of Arksut Fiord, in Greenland (the only place whore it has yet been 
found), were exhibited by Mr. J. W. Tayler, mineralogist to the 
Greenland Mining Association. 

2. The physical properties of aluminium. It is ductile, malleable, 
an excellent conductor of heat and of electricity ; its specific heat is 
great, its specific gravity very low (2*25) ; it is also very sonorous. 
But the chemical properties of this metal are yet more remarkable. 
Considering the great difficulty of detaching aluminium from the 
oxygen with which it is found combined, it might have been ex- 
pected that, immediately on its coming into contact with the oxygen 
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of the air, it would attract that element with the utmost avidity. 
So far from this being the case, aluminium is scarcely acted on by 
any of the strong acids (except hydrochloric acid) in the cold, — 
neither is it attacked by sulphur. Dr. Percy has obtained interest- 
ing alloys of this metal ; — of these several were exhibited, namely, 
with copper, tin, and gold, — one with copper at 5 per cent, of alu- 
minium deserves notice : it laminates well and dips” of a fine 
golden colour, — the dipping liquid was nitric acid. As to the uses 
of aluminium, this metal is at present too costly to be employed for 
many purposes for which it is singularly adapted. It is, however, 
adopted as the material of weights for the determination of small 
quantities. The lightness of this metal, and its freedom from all 
liability to rust or tarnish, recommends it to the surgeon and the 
dentist : pianoforte strings are said to have been made of it ; — while 
its property of conducting heat, its high specific heat, and the resis- 
tance it offers to corroding agents, indicate it as perhaps the l>est- 
known metal for culinary vessels. But as soon as it is sufficiently 
cheap it will, doubtless, be employed in covering iron surfaces (such 
as rails, pipes, &c.) which are exposed to the atmosphere. It has 
been found from experiment that a clean iron surface will receive 
an adhering plating of aluminium. 

This light and elegant metal begins, it appears, to come into 
more general use, at least in France. The eagles which surmount 
the colours of the army, hitherto made of copper gilt by galvanism, 
are now made of aluminium, thus lightening the weight of the flag 
by nearly 2iflbs. Aluminium is more sonorous than bronze, and is 
consequently brought into use for musical instruments. Spoons and 
forks, drinking- cups, &c., have also been formed of it. The weight 
of the new metal is about one-fourth that of silver. Fine silver 
being worth 225f. the kilogramme, and aluminium 300f., a piece of 
the £tter equal in size to a kilogramme of silver will only be worth 
76f. instead of 226f. Thus an article which in silver would cost 50f. 
would be only 16f. in aluminium. 


ALLOTS OP ALUMINIUM. 

Several British and French chemLsts are engaged in experimenting 
on the alloys which this new metal is capable of forming. Dr. 
Percy observes that its lightness (sp. gr. 2'25), and its freedom from 
ail liability to rust or tarnish, recommend it to the surgeon and the 
dentist, and as an excellent material for culinar}' utensils. It is 
not act^ on by sulphur nor by any of the strong acids except the 
hydrochloric in the cold state. When means are found of pro- 
curing it at a cheaper rate, it will form an admirable plating for iron 
works exposed to the atmosphere. It unites with most of the 
metals, and an alloy of ten parts of aluminium with ninety of iron, 
according to M. Debray, has a hardness superior to bronze, and 
when heated, works with greater ease than soft iron. 


UM FROM CBTOLITE. 
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out their brig Sonderjylland, Captain Brocksdorf, to Arksuk Fiord, 
in latitude 61 deg. 20 min, on the west coast of Greenland, for the 
purpose of bringing back minerals, and especially cryolite, for the 
obtaining of which peculiar privileges had at different times been 
granted by the King of Denmark to individual and associated miners; 
and that Messrs. Hald and Co. have received intelligence from 
Messrs. C. F. Fistgen and Co., to whom the brig was consigned at 
Copenhagen, of her safe arrival in that city on the 21st of September, 
after a voyage of only twelve days (the shortest on record), with a 
full load of cryolite. This is the first cargo of cryolite received from 
Greenland, which is the only country wliere, as yet, it has been 
found. It is a mineral composed, we believe, of sodium, aluminium, 
and fluorine ; but the results of analyses are given in Moll’s System 
of Mincraloffy. M. de Lille, of Paris, has discovered a process by 
which aluminium may be obtained from cryolite, so as to afford it 
at as low a price per ounce as silver ; and, since an ounce of the 
former has four times the volume of an ounce of the latter, it 
will of course give us articles of plate of the same size so much 
cheaper, that is, at one-fourth the price. Besides this metal and 
crystals of soda, a clay is obtainable, which will be valuable to 
calico-printers as a substitute for a compound of alum and sugar 
of lead. 


CHEMICAL ACTION OP LIGHT. 

A PAPER has been read to the Royal Institution, *‘on the Mea- 
surement of the Chemical Action of Light,” by H. E. Roscoe, Esq. 
The speaker having given a short account of the chemical action 
effected by the solar light and by some artificial lights, j)roceeded to 
explain the process and apparatus by which Prof. Bunsen of Heidel- 
berg and himself had endeavoured to arrive at some positive measure 
of the chemical action of the solar rays, and to discover the laws by 
which these actions are regulated. These ex]>erimentB, though still 
incomplete, have established the following facts in connexion with 
this subject ; — 1, That the amount of decomposition effected by the 
light is directly proportional to the time during which the exposure 
tdies place. 2. That the amount of decomposition is directly pro- 
portional to the amount or intensity of the light. After describing 
the mode of experimenting which was adopted, Mr. Roscoe concluded 
by expressing his conviction that before long some such instrument 
for the measurement of the action of the chemical rays w'ould be 
generally adopted. 


IMFBOVED LAMP. 

M. ViLLB describes (in Liebig’s Annalen) a very convenient ap- 
paratus for obtaining a regular supply of hydrogen or sulphuretted 
hydrogen, which is a modification of Dobereiner’s lamp. He points 
out, that in the fundamental reaction (that of protochloride of iron 
on a nitrate) a method of nitrogen determinations, similar in execu- 
tion and principle to that of Dumas, may be formed. The deutox- 
ide of nitrogen is passed over copper- turnings, and the nitrogen 
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of the air, it would attract that element with the utmost avidity. 
Bo far from this being the case, aluminium is scarcely acted on by 
any of the strong acids (except hydrochloric acid) in the cold, — 
neither is it attacked by sulphur. Dr. Percy has obtained interest- 
ing alloys of this metal ; — of these several were exhibited, namely, 
with copper, tin, and gold, — one with copper at 6 per cent, of alu- 
minium deserves notice : it laminates well and ** dips” of a fine 
golden colour, — the dipping liquid was nitric acid. As to the uses 
of aluminium, this metal is at present too costly to be employed for 
many purposes for which it is singularly adapted. It is, however, 
adopted as the material of weights for the determination of small 
quantities. The lightness of this metal, and its freedom from all 
liability to rust or tarnish, recommends it to the surgeon and the 
dentist : pianoforte strings are said to have been made of it ; — while 
its property of conducting heat, its high specific heat, and the resis- 
tance it offers to corroding agents, indicate it as perhaps the l^est- 
known metal for culinary vessels. But as soon as it is sufficiently 
cheap it will, doubtless, be employed in covering iron surfaces (such 
as rails, pipes, &c.) which are exposed to the atmosphere. It has 
been found from experiment that a clean iron surface will receive 
an adhering plating of aluminium. 

This light and elegant metal begins, it appears, to come into 
more general use, at least in France. The eagles which surmount 
the colours of the army, hitherto made of copper gilt by galvanism, 
are now made of aluminium, thus lightening the weight of the flag 
by nearly 231bs. Aluminium is more sonorous than bronze, and is 
consequently brought into use for musical instruments. Spoons and 
forks, drinking- cups, &c., have also been formed of it. The weight 
of the new metal is about one-fourth that of silver. Fine silver 
being worth 225f. the kilogramme, and aluminium 300f., a piece of 
the latter equal in size to a kilogramme of silver will only be worth 
75f. instead of 225f. Thus an article which in silver would cost 50f. 
would be only 16f. in aluminium. 


ALLOYS OF ALUMINIUM. 

Snvekal British and French chemists are engaged in experimenting 
on the alloys which this new metal is capable of forming. Dr. 
Percy obsen^es that its lightness (sp. gr. 2*25), and its freedom from 
all liability to rust or tarnish, recommend it to the surgeon and the 
dentist, and as an excellent material for culinary utensils. It is 
not acted on by sulphur nor by any of the strong acids except the 
hydrochloric in the cold state. When means are found of pro- 
curing it at a cheaper rate, it will form an admirable plating for iron 
works exposed to the atmosphere. It unites with most of the 
metals, and an alloy of ten parts of aluminium with ninety of iron, 
according to M. Debray, has a hardness superior to bronze, and 
when heated, works with greater ease than soft iron. 


ALUMINIUM FROM CRYOLITE. 

In June last, Messrs. £. Hald and Bahr, a Danish house, sent 
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out their brig Sondeijylland, Captiiin Brocksdorf, to Arksuk Fiord, 
in latitude 61 deg. 20 min. on the west coast of Greenland, for the 
purpose of bringing back minerals, and especially cryolite, for the 
obtaining of which peculiar privileges had at different times been 
gi-anted by the King of Denmark to individual and associated miners; 
and that Messrs. Hald and Co. have received intelligence from 
Messrs. C. F. Fistgen and Co., to whom the brig was consigned at 
Copenhagen, of her safe arrival in that city on the 2l8t of September, 
after a voyage of only twelve days (the shortest on record), with a 
full load of cryolite. This is the first cargo of cryolite received from 
Greenland, which is the only country where, as yet, it has been 
found. It is a mineral composed, we believe, of sodium, aluminium, 
and fluorine ; but the results of analyses are given in Moh’s System 
of Mina'ology. M. de Lille, of Paris, has discovered a process by 
which aluminium may be obtained from cryolite, so as to afford it 
at as low a price per ounce as silver ; and, since an ounce of the 
former has four times the volume of an ounce of the latter, it 
will of course give us articles of plate of the same size so much 
cheaper, that is, at one- fourth the price. Besides this metal and 
crystals of soda, a clay is obtainable, which will be valuable to 
calico-printers as a substitute for a compound of alum and sugar 
of lead. 


CHEMICAL ACTION OF LIGHT. 

A PAi’ER has been read to the Royal Institution, '‘on the Mea- 
surement of the Chemical Action of Light," by H. E. Roscoe, Esep 
The speaker having given a short account of the chemical action 
effected by the solar light and by some artificial lights, proceeded to 
explain the process and apparatus by which Prof. Bunsen of Heidel- 
berg and himself had endeavoured to arrive at some positive measure 
of the chemical action of the solar rays, and to discover the laws by 
which these actions are regulated. These experiments, though still 
incomplete, have established the following facts in connexion with 
this subject : — 1. That the amount of decomposition effected by tlie 
light is directly proportional to the time during which the exposure 
tidtes place. 2. That the amount of decomposition is directly pro- 
portional to the amount or intensity of the light. After describing 
the mode of experimenting wliich was adopted, Mr. Roscoe concluded 
by expressing his conviction that before long some such instrument 
for the measurement of the action of the chemical rays would be 
generally adopted. 


IMPROVED LAMP. 

M. ViLLB describes (in Liebig's Annalen) a very convenient ap- 
paratus for obtaining a regular supply of hydrogen or sulphuretted 
hydrogen, which is a modification of Ddbereiner’s lamp. He points 
out, that in the fundamental reaction (that of protochloride of iron 
on a nitrate) a method of nitrogen determinations, similar in execu- 
tion and principle to that of Dumas, may be formed. The deutox- 
ide of nitrogen is passed over copper- turnings, and the nitrogen 

M 
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estimated as such. But this is much less general and less certain 
than the others. 


IMPROVEMENT OP THE DAVY LAMP. 

M. Dubbuile has perfected Davy’s Lamp, by establishing a con- 
nexion between the burner and the shade, so that if the latter is 
withdrawn the light is put out. Thus are workmen prevented from 
exposing themselves to the risk of an explosion. 


PURE SPIRIT FROM OLEFIANT GAS. 

Among the remarkable substances formed by the distillation of 
coal, there is none which has attracted more notice than that known 
as Paraffine Oil. This article may be considefed olefiant gas in a 
liquid state ; and a young French chemist, M. Berthelot, publicly 
announces in the Cwiiptes Rendua, that he has succeeded in pro- 
ducing alcohol or pure spirit from olefiant gas. According to his 
statements of the results of his experiments, when olefiant gas is 
shaken violently in a glass vessel with sulphuric acid and metallic 
mercury for a considerable time, it is absorbed ; on adding water and 
distilling the mixture, alcohol is said to pass over, which on exami- 
nation is found to be simple spirit of wine. It matters not from 
what substance the olefiant gas is obtained, whether from alcohol or 
from coal gas, the result is the same — a pure alcoholic spirit. 


COMPARATIVE VIEW OP PEAT AND PEAT CHARCOAL FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES. 

Mr. E. W. Davy has communicated to the Pkilosophiccd Maga- 
zinCf No. 71, experiments which show that Peat-Charcoal (contrary 
to the many statements which have been made by its advocates) has 
very little power of absorbing and retaining the ammonia of excre- 
mentitious matter when mixed with it ; whereas Peat possesses this 
valuable property in an eminent degree, and absorbs and retains it in 
a most striking manner, which would appear to be owing (at least in 
part) to peat containing some substance which acts the part of an acid 
in neutralizing and fixing the ammonia of the volatile carbonate ; for 
Mr. Davy found that when peat in certain proportious was mixed 
with urine whicli was highly alkaline (from the quantity of carbonate 
of ammonia it contained), and the mixture filtered after a short 
time, the filtrate, though it contained ammonia, was quite neutral to 
test-papers, showing evidently that the ammonia of the carbonate 
had combined with some other acid to form a neutral salt. The 
evolution of ammonia in the case of peat-charcoal seems to arise from 
two causes, namely, its inability to retain the volatile carbonate of 
ammonia existing in decomposing animal matter, and the property 
Mr. Davy had observed it to possess of decomposing to a certain ex- 
tent the fixed salts of ammonia ; as, for example, the sulphate, 
phosphate, muriate, and urate which may be present in such matter, 
and converting them also into the volatile carbonate which is readily 
evolved. This latter property would seem to depend on the alka- 
line and earthy carbonates formed during the process of charring ; 
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for when the charcoal was boiled for some time in diluted muriatic 
acid, and well washed with distilled water so as to remove as much 
as possible those salts, and again dried at a red heat, the power it 
possessed of decomposing the fixed salts of ammonia, tliough not 
completely removed, was, however, greatly diminished, which clearly 
shows its connexion with those substances. Peat, on the other hand, 
<loes not possess this property in the slightest degree. These facts 
prove the great superiority of peat over peat- charcoal for agricul- 
t\iral purposes as regards the important substance ammonia ; for by 
the use of peat, the ammonia is retained more or less completely in 
the manure to exercise its fertilizing action on vegetation, whereas 
the peat-charcoal suffers it to be in greater part dissipated and lost. 
«■««»*** 

As regards carbonic acid, the groat food of plants, peat has 
a decided advantage over peat-charcoal, as the former readily under- 
goes decomposition in the soil, particularly if it is in contact witli de- 
composing matter (as excrementitious substances), and gives rise to 
carbonic acid in the soil, both to supply the wants of tlio young 
jdant before its leaves are sufficiently formed to obtain this indispen- 
sable substance from the surrounding atmosphere, and to render 
soluble ill w^ater certain earthly salts, &c. reciuired by vegetation, 
and present them in a state in which they can easily be taken up by 
the roots of plants. Charcoal, on the other hand, from its being so 
little liable to undergo change, or bo oxidized and converted into 
carbonic acid at the ordinary temperature, would, under the same 
circumstances, furnish only a very minute quantity of carbonic acid, 
even after the lapse of a long period. 

Peat, likewise, from its greater elasticity, is better calculated 
than peat-charcoal to improve the texture, and render more pervious 
to the air heavy clay soils deficient in vegetable matter ; and besides 
many other arguments which might be adduced in its favour, peat in 
the partially-dried and coarsely-powdered state in which it should be 
employed, would only be about one-fifth, if so much, of the expense 
of peat-charcoal. All these circumstances show that peat is greatly 
superior to peat-charcoal in manufacturing manures for agricultural 
purposes. 

NEW PROPERTIES OF FRESHLY-CALCINED CHARCOAL. 

BY M. MORIDE. 

The deoxidizing power of wood charcoal is well known, when 
used in the dnr state and under the influence of an elevated tempe- 
rature ; but 1 do not know that any one has mentioned it as re- 
ducing metals in the midst of neutral, alkaline, or acid liquors ; 
neither am I aware that any one has observed that in contact with 
a dilute and alcoholized acid, freshly calcined wood charcoal caused 
the formation of ether. 1 am continuing this study, but I have 
determined to make known the results of my first experiments. 

Coke, charcoal from lignites, animal and bone charcoal, do not 
produce the effects of which 1 am about to speak. 

1st. When incandescent wood charcoal is plunged directly, or after being 
H 2 
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oxtincuished with cold water, into an acid solution of sulpbaleof copper, the 
metal is gradually deposited upon the charcoal until it may he entirely re- 
covered. Jii neutral or alkaline liquors the reaction is not so well performed. 
In Barreswill’a liquor, for instance, the copper deposited upon the charco^ has 
a very beautiful iridescent appearance. When nitric acid, hydrochloric acid, or 
sulphuric acid is used t<j acidify the solutions, the effect is the same, only that 
it is clearest with sulphuric acid. 

2ud. I have observed that the metallic salts of organic acids arc less easily 
decomposed than those which contain mineral acids. 

3rd. The solutions of silver in nitric acid, whether neutral or acid, and chloride 
of silver dissolved in ammonia, are easily decomposed by freshly calcined wood 
charcoal. The silver is soon seen to cover the charcoal in the most beautifu 1 
manner ; it sometimes appears crystallized. 

4th. Copper may, by this same means, bo precipitated from “ammonial solu- 
tions; but if these solutions likewise contain silver, the latter will be first reduced. 

6tb. Finally, incandescent wood charcoal plunged in Fowler’s solution, acidi- 
fied with sulphuric acid, produces a very agreeable ether, wliich I intend to 
examine. It will be easy to make in this way, by>arying the acids, nitric, 
acetic, 8uli)huric ethers, &c. 

6th. Zinc, iron, platinum, lead, and mercury may be precipitated by wood 
ebarconi ; but they redissoh e in acid liquors : this does not occur at aU with 
silver, and with copper not until twenty-four hours after the operation. — 
Cohiptes Itendu»t aud Chemist. 


EFFECT OF CHLORINE IN COLOURING THE FLAME OF BURNING 
BODIES. 

A CONSIDERABLE time back, Mr. D. Forbes, F.G.S., whilst examin- 
ing some saline minerals for boracic acid, and emi>loying the usua 1 
test as to the power of colouring flame green, when treated with sul- 
plmric acid and alcohol, it was found that a green flame presented 
itself, very similar to that which would be exi)ected in case boracic 
acid were present in the mincnils. On the most careful examination, 
however, no tnices of boracic acid could be detected, and it was 
evident that the colouration of the flame must have proceeded from 
some other source. 

As chlorine was present in considerable amount in the minerals 
in (juestion, it became interesting to see whether its presence might 
have produced the green colour ; and tlie experiments made on the 
subject fully confirmed this view. A number of further experiments 
on the power posses.sed by chlorine to colour flame, led to the follow- 
ing conclusions, which are stated briefly, as the results themselves 
sutticiently explain the modus optrundl. 

Chlorides treated with concentrated sulphuric acid and a very 
small amount of alcohol, produced gi-cen flames similar to those eli- 
minated fj-om borates under like treatment. Quantitatively, how- 
ever, the flames were of less intensity ; that is, the same weight of 
a borate would produce considerably darker green flames than when 
a chloride was used. 

When chlorides were moistened with sulphuric acid and heated in 
the blowpipe flame, a faint green colouration was observed, which 
generally confined itself to the inner flame. 

When hydrochloric acid is dropped cautiously on the flame of 
burning alcohol, a greenish tinge is observable. 

A jet of clilorine or of hydrochloric acid gas directed upon the 
flame of a spirit-lamp, or of coal-gas, produces a jet of green flame : 
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tills was also found to be the case when (by means of a convenient 
burner) chlorine gas was passed into the centre of a flame of burning 
coal-gas, or of vapour of alcohol. 

When burning alcohol was injected into a globe filled with chlo- 
rine gas, the alcohol vapour continued burning at the mouth of the 
globe, with a very flickering but often brilliant green flame. 

From tho above experiments, it will be seen tliat chlorine has in 
itself a decided colouring action on the flame of buniiijg bodies, 
which may consequently in some cases lead to its being confounded 
with boron, as the green colour imparted to flame Iras hitherto been 
logarded as a most characteristic test of the latter element. When, 
ns often happens, chlorine and boron occur together, this test con- 
sequently becomes nearly valueless. — Philosophical MuyazinCy 
No. t)9. 


EXPLOSIVE ACTION OF SODIUM ON WATER. 

BY FREDERICK W. GRIFFIN, PH.D. 

The Action of Sodium on Water contained in a glass vessel is such 
an elegant proof of the composition of that licpiid and other ] joints, 
as to lead to its being occasionally introduced in lectures. 1 have, 
however, found the experiment liable to a grave accident, which 
ought altogether to banish it from ])ublic demonstrations. Some 
years ago, during my private course of lectures, I passed a piece of 
the metal, about a quarter of an inch square, into a tube filled with 
water, 1 8 inches in length by 1 in diameter. When the action was 
nearly over, a pow'erful explosion occurred, which forced the tube 
(weighing upwards of a pound) violently through my hand and 
dashed it to j)icces against the ceiling. As I had often before per- 
formed the experiment with perfect safety, I presumed that air must 
have somehow got mixed with the hydrogen ; the more so as, simply 
holding the sodium in the fingers, I had, to slip it under more 
quickly, brought the mouth of the tube very near the surface of the 
water. On all subsequent occasions I ])lact‘d the sodium in a little 
tube closed at one end, which it almost filled, and stopping the mouth 
with the finger, opened it below the larger tube, which was kept at 
least a couple of inches under water, so that there was no possibility 
of letting in air by any sudden jerk or otherwise. All went off* well 
for several times, till at a public lecture in Devonshire an exjjlosion 
resulted more violent than the first, and the tube was blown into 
splinters, whicli strewed the floor of one half of the room, and slightly 
wounded several persons. Since that occurrence I have relinquished 
showing this experiment in public at all, though numerous trials 
appear to prove that a piece less than a pea may be used with safety, 
though there is sometimes a slight concussion at the end. llie cause 
of the detonation remains to be explained. In the last instance, at 
any rate, it is quite certain that no explosive mixture with air was 
formed, and I have little doubt that the effect proceeds from the 
water round the sodium being thrown into the spheroidal state. 
This view seems confirmed by the fact, that at the first moment of 
contact a large quantity of gas is always liberated, but the action 
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speedily becomes weaker, and the evolution of hydrogen extremely 
slow. In all probability, the metal is then merely decomposing the 
atmosphere of aqueous vapour around it ; and when the piece is 
small, it disappears tranquilly in this way ; when it is larger, so that 
the action is prolonged, its temperature slightly falls, contact ensues, 
and a burst of gas and steam takes place with explosive violence. 
In both cases the tube was three-quarters full of gas, and I noticed a 
sudden downward rush of the liquid the moment before the explo- 
sion. 

The detonation, with occasional fracture of the vessel, observed by 
Wagner and Couerbe to ttike place when sodium floating fused on 
water is struck with a spatula, probably proceeds from the same 
cause, the highly- heated globule being forced mechanically into sud- 
den intimate contact with the liquid. 

While on the subject of sodium, I may add that when it is melted 
with a little naphtha in a sealed tube containing no air, it presents 
to the full extent the high lustre and mobility of mercury, from which 
indeed it cannot be distinguished by the eye ; but as soon as it solidi- 
fies, it assumes a slightty crystalline and dead white surface, more 
nearly resembling frosted silver . — Philosophical Magazine^ No. 76. 


EXPERIMENTS WITH AMMONIPM. 

Prof. A. W. Hoffman has made a series of experiments for the 
production of Ammonium, the metallic basis of the well-known 
volatile alkali. At a lecture delivered at the Royal Institution, 
Professor Hoffman observed that in examining ammonia gas (N H 3) 
he found, on comparison, that it was a type of a certain class of 
substances, such as phosphuretted hydrogen, arseniuretted hydrogen, 
antimoniuretted hydrogen, &c. These differ somewhat in their phy- 
sical character, but their chemical composition is identical, except 
that the nitrogen of the ammonia is replaced by phosphorus, 
arsenic, and antimony. Tlie Professor went on to say that he had 
found, during his i-esearches, that the hydrogen could be replaced in 
these several substances bj’ an organic base equivalent to ethyle, 
forming with H N 3 ethylimine, diethylimine, and tetrathy limine, 
and with the other substances phosphethine, arsethine, and stibe- 
thine. He found that tetrathylimine formed a salt with hydrochloric 
acid, equivalent to chloride of tetrathylimine. He then went on 
to show that ammonium, in combination with chloride (N H 4 Cl.), 
corresponds with the potassium in chloride of potassium, but ex- 
plained that it could not be separated as N H 4 O, or ammonia, by 
the oxide of silver, as potash (or tlie oxide of potassium) can. He 
demonstrated, however, that the ethylimine can be sejiarated from its 
chloride, and thus establishes his theory. Sir H. Davy attempted 
to separate anunonium by the galvanic pile, but did not succeed 
until, by accident, he had some mercury at the bottom of the vessel, 
when he obtained an amalgamation of ammonium mercury. Left 
to itself, this amalgam decomposes into ammonia gas (N H 3) — 
hydrogen and inercurj^ — which proves fully that ammonium has 
b^n present. A better way of making it, Professor Hoffman 
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observed, is to decompose a solution of chloride of ammonium by an 
amalgam of mercury and sodium, when a double reaction takes 
place, producing chloride of sodium, and the amalgam of ammo- 
nium and quicksilver. This amalgam, which the Professor exhibited 
to an admiring audience, resembles butter, and has a strong metallic 
lustre. This isolation of the ammonium in a pure state still remains 
to be accomplished. 

IODINE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

The curative properties of Iodine in a variety of diseases have 
been known for the l^t twenty years to the faculty of Europe and 
the United States, but hitherto its use has necessarily been limited 
to its combination with other substances — as an ^'alcoholic tincture,” 
or with double its volume of iodine of potassium in other prepara- 
tions, its exhibition in either form being very frequently inadmissible 
— when the intraduction of ‘'pure iodine” uncombined into the 
system would, had it been possible, have been extremely desirable. 
This difficulty, so long and so severely felt, will, it seems, for the 
future, be entirely obviated by the result of the chemical experi- 
ments recently effected by a physician and chemist of Brooklyn, 
New York, judging from the following editorial of one of the first 
medical publications of the present day, the American Medical 
MontJdy^ for September, edited by Edward H. Parker, A.M., M.D., 
&c., under the supervision of the faculty of the “New York Medical 
College.” The following is the article alluded to : — “ Br. Cansdell’s 
* aqueous solution of iodine.’ — In our number for July we noticed a 
‘ preparation of iodine, ’ of which samples had been sent us by a 
gentleman of this city. In that notice we ought, perhaps, in jus- 
tice to have stated that our attention was first called to the possi- 
bility of producing a concentrated ‘aqueous solution of iodine,’ by 
Dr. Henry W. Cansdell, of Brooklyn, New York, who tells us that 
for some years he has been trying experiments, with a view to effect 
that object, in Paris and in London, with only partial success, but 
more recently in this city, with the most satisfactory results, having 
found in the Croton water of New York chemical properties which 
neither the waters of the Seine nor the Thames appeared to possess. 
Dr. Cansdell has sent us some of the ‘ solution’ prepared by him, 
which has been very carefully analyzed by a skilful chemist, and is 
found to be a really pure and concentrated ‘solution of iodine’ in 
water, uncombined with any other substance, and of a strength ten 
times greater than had hitherto been considered practicable by any 
of the chemists of Europe or the United States ; thus placing in 
the hands of the faculty a simple, easily- controlled, and effective 
means of introducing pure iodine into the system of patients in all 
those diseases in which the use of iodine is indicated. Dr. Cansdell 
states that he has used this preparation with the most beneficial 
results in many severe cases of scrofula, rheumatism, and particu- 
larly in obstinate cases of intermittent fever, where the exhibition of 
quinine and ‘Fowler’s solution’ had fEiiled to produce their usual 
effects. And in order that the faculty may have an opportunity of 
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testing the therapeutical value of this newly- discovered preparation, 
Dr, Cansdell has offered to furnish a gratuitous supply to any or all 
of the hospitals in the city; and, with a liberality of spirit that 
should at least entitle him to the thanks of the profession, he has 
pledged himself shortly to acquaint us with the mode of preparing 
this addition to our remedial agents, which we shall have much plea- 
sure in communicating to the faculty.’* We learn that the doctor 
has brought his discovery before the French and English medical 
societies . — Philadelphia Evening Journal. 


PRESERVATION OP FRESH MEATS. 

Mr. George Hamilton, F.C.L., has read to the Liverpool 
Chemists’ Association a paper on the ** Preservation of Fresh 
Meats.” After noticing the different processes hitherto employed 
for the preservation of meat, he detailed a long scries of experiments 
which he had performed in 1852, and which had led him to the dis- 
covery of the preservative properties of binoxide of nitrogen, which 
preserves meat from putrefaction without changing its colour or 
consistence ; nor did it afterwards putrefy when exposed to the air. 
Since the first announcement of these experiments, at the meeting of 
the British Association, held there in 1854, the honour of a similar 
discovery had been claimed for a French savauy but I’Abbd Moigno, 
who was present in the chemical section when Mr. Hamilton’s paper 
was read, says, in a letter to that gentleman, I shall be happy to 
make known your priority.” The lecture was illustrated by a num- 
ber of specimens of meat which had been prepared according to the 
process, and which looked as fresh as if they were just killed ; and 
when cooked, as some of the specimens were, they could not be dis- 
tinguished from ordinary meat. 


PETRIFYING ANIMAL SUBSTANCES. 

The Piedmo^Uese Gazette gives an account of a sitting of the Royal 
Medico-Surgical Academy of Turin, at which a committee named to 
examine certain specimens of anatomical preparations executed by 
Dr. Longo, of Sicily, by means of a special discovery of his, read its 
I'eport, in which it was stated that Dr. Longo had succeeded in petri- 
fying animal substances — a secret which Segato bad taken with him 
to the grave, and of which M. Baldacconi, late director of the Zoolo- 
gical Museum of Siena, in Tuscany, rediscovered some traces in 
1848 ; that the specimens sent to the ^ciety were perfectly hard and 
free from smell ; that their natural form had been preserved, except 
in some cases a slight flattening of their surface ; that their size was 
not reduced, and their surface remained free from the corrugations 
so difficult to avoid by the common methods ; but that they had lost 
their colour, their weight had increased considerably, and their tex- 
ture had become so changed that even the microsco^ could not dis- 
cover its nature. The Academy concluded that Dr. Longo’ s method, 
in its present state, was not applicable to the preservation of bodies 
in museums, but that he ought to be encouraged in his praiseworthy 
endeavours, in order to correct the defects still inherent in his system. 
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Professor Abbene then read a paper on the results which he had ob- 
tahied from the blood of a horse drawn at different periods of ethe- 
rization, from which he was led to conclude that etherization had 
the effect of deoxygen izing the blood, and was, therefore, an excel- 
lent means of diminishing the phlogistical condition of a patient 
about to undergo operation. Professor Berutti then explained 
certain experiments of his to ascertain whether the opinion held by 
certain physiologists was true, namely, that the skin does not absorlj 
substances dissolved in water. He stated that he had repeatedly im- 
mersed different animals in baths saturated with ferro-cyanuret of 
potash, ioduret of potash, and also strychnine, respectively, keeping 
them in for upwards of an hour, without any effect being perceived 
which might lead to the supposition of absorption, and without any 
traces of those substances being found either in the blood or the 
urine. Several members present objected to the conclusions Pro- 
fessor Berutti was inclined to draw from his experiments ; but the 
latter maintained his opinion, declaring at the same time that he 
would continue his experiments with other substances. 


EGO ALBUMEN IN CALICO-PRINTING. 

We have been permitted by Walter Crowe, Esq., of Tliornlie- 
bank, near Glasgow, to publish the following curious piece of sta- 
tistics indicating the extent to wdiich egg albumen is employed in 
calico-printing. "I'liis substance is used as a medium for affixing 
upon the cloth certain insoluble pigments, such as the artificial ultra- 
marine, not attachable by the ordinary processes of dyeing, and is a 
new and valuable auxiliary to the calico-printer. 

MM. Bollfus, Micg, and Co., calico-printers of Mulhauson, use 
per annum 800) kilogrammes of dry albumen, at a cost of 10 francs 
per kilogramme = 80, 000 francs ; 320 eggs produce 1 kilogramme, 
which X 8000 = 2,560,000 eggs; one hen produces 200 eggs per 
annum, and, therefore, 12,800 hens are required to supply this one 
factory. The albumen is produced chiefly at Anrionay, near 
Grenoble . — Edinburgh Ncio Philosophical Journal j No. 7. 


COPPER SALTS. 

Langenbeck and Sr.iDELEB have investigated the Action of 
the Copper Salts of the Fatty Acids on the Organism. They find 
that solution of the oxide of copper in fats, as well as the copper 
salts of fatty acids of high atomic weight, and especially of stearic 
and oleic acids, have an injurious action on the system, causing 
vomiting and diarrhma ; but that this action, even in large doses, 
is not fatal. The copper salts of volatile fatty acids act, on the 
other hand, as strong poisons, and their action is the more marked 
the lower the atomic weight of the acid. Acetate of copper has a 
very poisonous action, which is delayed, but not prevented, by a 
quantity of admixed fats. 

Soluble copper salts are decomposed by solution of soap into 
insoluble stearate and oleate of cop^jer ; but iu the organism this 
change is not sufficiently rapid to hinder the poisonous action. So- 
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lution of Boap is nevertheless the most appropriate antidote, as tlie 
vomiting is not prevented. It is best to add to it a small quantity 
of oil, to prevent the injurious action of the soap on the mueous 
membrane of the stomach. 

Langenbeck and Stadeler find that in these experiments the copper 
was more particularly found in the liver, whence it passes into the 
bile, and with this reaches the intestinal canal, and is removed fxom 
the system. — Liebig^s AnncUen; Philos, Mag.y No. 74. 

rEBFUMES OF FLOWERS. 

M. Mellon, the chemist, has communicated to the Paris Aca- 
demy of Sciences a paper on the essential Perfumes of Flowers, at 
the request of — in point of fact communicated by — Marshal Vail- 
laint, the French Minister of War. The result of M. Mellon’s in- 
vestigations was this : — Hitherto the essential oils of plants have 
been looked upon as the sole sources of their odours, and they have 
been obtained by distillation with alcohol or ether ; but some per- 
fumes cannot be extracted in that way ; and M. Mellon has dis- 
covered that most perfumes could be more satisfactorily extracted 
by dissolving the essence by means of the bisulphuret of carbon and 
ether, and evaporating at a low temperature. A kind of extract is 
left which, for want of a better name, he calls the perfume {parfum)^ 
and which has amazing powers of diffusing scent. Marshal Yaillant 
has communicated the paper because it appears that Algeria abounds 
in odoriferous plants ; and the process of M. Mellon seems likely 
to materially improve the manufacture of perfumes by obtaining 
them in much smaller bulk, and in a form unalterable in the air. 
And it appears to be a fact that the matter is of so much importance 
commercially, that France exports at present perfumes to the extent 
of 30,000, 00 Ofr., or about 1,200, 000^ sterling. 

chemical writing. 

Mr. A. Tolhausen has patented a new process of producing 
Chemical Writing, and of marking and inscribing chemically any 
characters or figures upon paper or other substance of similar cha- 
racter. To prejiare the paper, the patentee saturates the common 
sizing used for writing-paper, with salts, or substances of considera- 
ble solubility, and which, when dried with the paper, will maintain 
dryness under ordinary atmospheric changes. He now takes a deli- 
quescent salt, — for cheapness a ferric oxide, as the nitrate, chloride, 
or sulphate of iron, — and triturates and mixes it intimately with 
plastic clay. He then moulds the ferric clay to constitute a pencil, 
iMikes it, and plunges it into molten bees* wax or spermaceti, to form 
an air-tight coating. The prepared paper is now written upon with 
the pencil, and the ferric salt in the pencil, during the act of writing, 
absorbs moisture, comes in contact with the salt in the paper, and 
the two unite chemically, thereby producing coloured writing. — 
Mechanics* Magazine^ No. 1738. 



CHEMICAL SCIENCE. 


187 


A SUBSTITUTE FOE SULPHUBIO ACID. 

Db Luna has made some experiments on the possibility of substi- 
tuting for sulphuric acid some of its compounds, in cases where they 
are to be had cheap. He found this to be the case with the sulphate 
of magnesia, which occurs in the province of Toledo. By heating 
this body with common salt, hydrochloric acid is evolved, and a resi- 
due left, consisting of magnesia and sulphate of soda. From this 
residue a sulphate of soda of greater purity than the commercial salt 
is easily prepared. In the above process, by adding manganese, 
chlorine may be obtained. Similarly, nitric acid is fonned on heat- 
ing sulphate of magnesia and nitrate of soda or potash . — Liehirfs 
Annalen; Philos(^7iical Magazine, No. 71. 


TREATMENT OP FATTY ACIDS. 

M. Fontainemoreau has patented the following improvements in 
Treating Fatty Acids. Bmconnet has demonstrated that if a certain 
quantity of concentrated sulphuric acid is applied to grease and oils, 
an instantaneous combination takes place, and that boiling water 
separates the sulphuric acid, and alh)W8 the greasy matter to rise to 
the surface decomposed. The product thus obtained is a greasy acid, 
in an imperfect condition, which cannot be purified, audits PoUdand 
liquid elements cannot be separated, except by repeated treatment 
by alcohol, essence of turpentine, or ether. This operation is there- 
fore not capable of producing a manufacturing result. These facts 
led to the idea of rendering available this effect of sulphuric acid by 
substituting for the use of alchohol, ether, and the essence of turpen- 
tine, the manufacturing proems of distillation, for purifying the 
greasy acids, and extracting therefrom the stearic and oleic acids of 
commerce ; and it is in this that the invention consists. 

NEW PROCESS OF VINIFICATION. 

It has been discovered by analysation that the grape substances 
^vingout colour, taste, bouquet, and flavour to wine, — viz., tartar, 
tannin, essential oil, and colouring matter, — constitute only 1 per 
cent, of its composition, the remaining 99 per cent, consisting merely 
of sugar and water. It is this 1 per cent, alone which makes wine, 
distinguishes it from aU other liquids, and bestows its difibrent valuable 
qualities. It appears that the above-mentioned component parts — 
especially that which is most precious, the essential oil — are only 
one-fourth absorbed by the usual process of fermentation ; there is, 
tlierefore, left undeveloped at the bottom of the fermenting tuns or 
vats 75 per cent, of flavour, &c., which, if saturated in a solution of 
refined sugar and water, will give out one-third of its unexhausted 
properties, which is sufficient to produce wine of abetter quality than 
that derived from the natural must. This operation may be three 
times repeated with the same result ; and, even if tried a fourth 
time, will yield sufficient flavour to make a small description of vinous 
liquid. Tliis discovery is due to the French chemists, who, on ac- 
count of defective vintages, have deemed it worthy to investigate the 
subject. Thus we learn that art has triumphantly succeeded in 
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making a perfect wine from a reserved constituent power heretofore 
considered as the refuse principal. We will not at present expatiate 
further on this truly intereatiug and startling discovery, but leave it 
for your consideration and reflection till next month, when we shall 
furnish you with copious extracts translated from a French pamphlet, 
published by the scientific investigator of the subject, M. Abel Petoit 
of Chamirary, France. — From Ridley and Co.’s Monthly Circular, 


maclauen’s aerated waters engine. 

An ingenious improvement has been made in the Engine used for 
the manufacture of Aerated Waters, which has been patented by 
Mr. Maclaren, of Edinburgh. The advantages possessed by this 
invention over the engines now in use .are its extreme portability, 
cheapness, and power. In the first place, it only occupies a space of 
about five feet six inches by two feet, or rather less than a fourth of 
that occupied by the most convenient apparatus hitherto used, wdiile 
its cost is reduced to one-third, and it is at the same time capable of 
producing from 100 to 200 dozen bottles per diem of any of the 
various descriptions of mineral waters, at a cost of about one fai'thing 
per dozen, and an excellent artificial champagne at about 8s. per 
dozen. 

The construction of the machine is as follows : — The first part, 
the generator, is a leaden vessel, into which the sulphuric acid and 
chalk are put for the purpose of geneniting the carbonic acid, which, 
as it is produced, is conveyed by pipes into a gasometer. From the 
gasometer, the gas, together w’ith a certain proportion of w'ater, is 
pumi)ed (by means of a force-pump, fitted with external conical 
valves, i-esisting great pressure), and forced into a copper sphere, 
until the pressure is raised to some point between 801b. and 1201b. 
to the square inch, by which means the gas and >vater are mechani- 
cally combined. From the condenser the liquid is conveyed by 
strong pipes to the bottling apparatus. It was to this part of the 
app.iratus that our most particular attention was attracted, and it is 
without doubt one of the most ingenious mechanical contrivances 
that can possibly be conceived. The difficulties to be overcome at 
this point are many, and consequently the machinery, to obviate 
them, is far too complex to be rendered intelligible by any descrip- 
tion. tSuffice to say, that the bottles are filled and corked without 
the slightest loss of g,as, .and w'ithout any danger to the workmen 
from the chance of their bursting ; an accident'which is of such com* 
mon occurrence, that in all soda-water factories the men employed 
in bottling are obliged to wear leather paddings and wire masks to 
protect them from the pieces of glass; and even these contrivances 
do not prevent the men from being injured occasionally. Xo 
precaution wdiatever is necessary in bottling wdth Mr. Maclaren' s 
engine. 

As these machines are very easily managed, and their original cost 
is not great, their adoption in club-houses, hospitals, and other large 
establishments, will be a matter of considerable economy. The 
Government have evidently taken this view of the case, as they 
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lately de 82 )atched to each of the six jirincipal military hosf)itals in the 
East one of the engines, with everything necessary to keep them in 
working operation for six months. Before concluding this subject, 
it may be as well to disabuse the public mind of a very prevalent, 
and, at the same time, a very absurd delusion, viz., that there is 
any real difference in the various descriptions of aerated liquids 
called respectively jiotiiss, soda, Carrara, and magnesia waters. 
Tliey are actually and virtually but one and the same thing, carbonic 
acid and water. The only real distinction that exists is comj)rised 
in the shape of bottles, which can hardly be supposed to exercise 
much influence either upon the flavour or medical virtues of the 
fluid. The adage that cveiy untruth is but a truth exaggerated, 
may, it is true, be applied to this case. It is true that a “ trace” 
of the substances designated in the various names may be found in 
the fluids; but that the said “traces” answer any other purpose 
than creating a distinction without a difference, it is absurd to 
imagine. 


FILTRATION OF WATER. 

3Ir. H. M. Witt, E.C.S., Assistant Chemist to the Government 
School of Applied Sciences, has communicated to the Philosojyhical 
Maf/azinc, No. 70, a paper “on a peculiar Power jiossessed by 
Porous Media (Sand and Charcoal) of removing Matter from 
Solution in Water.” The paper consists of certain experiments 
which were undertaken with the view of ascertaining by chemical 
analysis the more precise nature of the effects produced upon ordi- 
nary river-water, such as that of the Thames, by its passage through 
filters composed of these media re8}>ectively, and of com])aring their 
powers ; but it is believed that the results obtained i> 08 sess an in- 
tercst extending conside^ibly beyond the ([uestion to assist in the 
solution of which they were made. 

The system of jmrification adopted by the Chelsea Water-works 
Comijany at their works at Chelsea, consisted hitherto (for the 
supply has by this time commenced from Kingston) in pumping the 
w ater up out of the river into subsiding reservoirs, where it remained 
for six hours ; it was then allowed to run on to the filter beds. These 
are large beds of sand and gravel, exposing a filtering surface of 
about three-fourths of an acre, or 32,C70 square feet ; and the filtra- 
tion taking place at the rate of one foot per hour, yields about 
204,187 gallons of filtered water per hour. 

Tlie filters are coin])osed of the following strata in a descending 
order : — 


ft. in. 

No. 1. Fine sand 2 6 

2. Coarser sand 10 

a. Shells 0 6 

4. Fine gravel 0 3 

5. Coarse gravel 3 3 


These several layers of filtering materials are not placed perfectly 
fiat, but are disposed in waves, as seen in the sectional drawnng ; and 
below the convex curve of each undulation is placed a poro^js earthen- 
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ware pipe, which conducts the filtered water into the mains for dis* 
tribution. 

We have not space for the details, but quote Mr. Witt’s brief 
summary of the most important results of this investigation : — It 
has been shown, — 

1st. That sand, charcoal, and probably other porous media, pos- 
sess the very peculiar property of removing, not merely suspended 
impurities, out even dissolved salts from solution in water. 

2nd. That charcoal enjoys pre-eminently the power of abstracting 
organic matter from solution : but that even sand likewise is capable 
of effecting the same result, though to a far less extent. 

3rd. Tlmt these powers, possessed by both these media, increase 
in intensity to a certain extent with the degree of impurity of the 
solution. 

4th. That these properties of porous media have important bear- 
ings upon hygienic science, agricultural principles, and geological 
phenomena. 

The various analyses given show great variations in the composi- 
tion of the river- water, l^tween the two points at which experiments 
were made, viz., at Chelsea and Kingston, as well as at the different 
seasons of the year. 

Mr. Robert Hunt, r.R.S., Keeper of the Mining Records, has 
addressed to Mr. Witt the following examples, within his own know- 
ledge, confirmatory of Mr. Witt’s views. 

* ‘ At Perran-porth, some six or seven miles north of Truro, the 
heaps of waste (dcad^) from the old mines contain considerable 
quantities of copj^er pyrites, which is, in the process of decomposition, 
converted into sulphate of copper. This salt is washed out by the 
rains, and the solution fiows through the sands {blown sand) widely 
spread over that district. The sulphate of copper is separated by the 
sand, and the sand containing the copper is collected from time to 
time and sold to the copper-smeltere. Again, at Botallack Mine, 
the water which filters through the rocks from the Atlantic Ocean 
in the levels which are worked out under the bed of the sea is found 
to have lost much of its original saltness.” 

CHEMICAL COMPOSITION OP THE THAMES WATER. 

The author of tlie preceding paper has communicated to the 
Philosophical Magazine, No. 77, the results of his investigation of 
the Variations in the Chemical Composition of the Thames Water, 
which he commences with these remarks : — 

So numerous are the chemical analyses of the water of the Thames 
which have been published during the last few years, and by 
chemists of such eminence have they been made, that it would ap- 
pear altogether superfluous to make further additions to their num- 
ber ; but one most important fact has scarcely attracted sufficient 
attention, that any single analysis, however carefully and accurately 
executed, represents only the composition of that particular sample 
of water under examination, and not the general or average com- 
position ; in fact, the quantities of the several impurities of the 
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nrater of the Thames differ, as might be expected, most essentially 
uJL the various points in its course, and at the several seasons of the 
year. 

To the variations in composition at different points of the river’s 
course attention has been drawn long since, especially in the Report 
by Professors Graham, Miller, and Hoffman, to the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, made in 1851, by whom it was 
recommended that the supply of London should in future be taken 
from some point above the tidal influence, further removed from 
the contamination of the London sevrage. 

But great discrepancies have often occurred between the analyses 
of the water at any particular point made by different experimenters, 
due doubtless to the changes which take place at different seasons 
of the year ; and it became evident that a correct opinion of the 
composition of the water, at any special point of the river’s course, 
could only be formed by making a large number of analyses extend- 
ing over a considerable space of time, and from them deducing the 
mean composition. 

This desideratum was partially supplied by Dr. Robert Dundas 
Thomson, who, in the Quarterly Jouriud of the Chemical Society for 
July, 1855, published the results of a series of analyses made be- 
tween the Ist of September, 1854, and the beginning of the year 
1855 ; but it is obvious that this includes only a quarter of a year, 
and, moreover, only that particular quarter following the drought 
and heat of summer and autumn, the effect of the spring rains being 
altogether omitted. 

The analyst detailed below extended over the whole yeai\ viz., 
from May, 1855, to May, 1856 ; so that from them the maximum, 
minimum, and mean composition, may be deduced for the whole 
year. 

We have only space for the concluding table, which exhibits a 
fair view of the question. 

VomparUoii ef the average Compoeition qf the Thames Water at Chelsea and at 

Kingston, after filtration, the state in which it is supplied for publio 

consumption. 



Mean composi- 
tion at Chelsea 
after sand filtra- 
tion. 

Mean composi- 
tion at Einnlon 
after sand filtra- 
tion. 

Excess of impu- 
ritj in filtered 
water from 
Chelsea over 
that from 
Kingston. 

Total reaidae. . . . 

30-03 

23-91 

6-12 

Soipended matter . . 
Soluble matter ; — 

1-84 

1-68 

0-26 

Organic 

1-30 

0-64 

0-66 

Inorgaoio .... 

26-89 

2169 

6-20 

Chlorine 

9-59 

0-86 

8-73 
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Mr. Simpson (engineer to the Chelsea Water Works) is of opinion, 
from his own practical experience in the matter, that the results de- 
tailed above can only be considered as representing the mean com- 
position for the year during which the experiments were made; 
that, in fact, from the much greater increase in the volume of the 
upland water which comes down the river in some years, when the 
rainfall is sometimes almost double what it was during the past 
year, and its diminution during others, when the rainfall does not 
exceed one -half what it then was, there is every reason to believe 
that far greater fluctuations in coniposition sometimes occur than 
have been demonstrated by this investigation. 


RANSOM E’ 8 PATENT FILTERS. 

Messrs. Kansome and Co., of Ipswich and Westminster, have 
recently brought forward a variety of improved Filters, in which 
two most important purifying processes — filtration by ascension, and 
the use of r^uced charcoal — are introduced. 

Of the advantages of filtration by ascension it is unnecessary to 
say more than that, by it the heavier impurities contained in water 
or other fluid, which are carried downward by the action of gravita- 
tion, instead of being deposited in and clogging up the filtering 
medium, are allowed to fall to the bottom of a chamber from which 
they may be readily removed, and consequently, filters constructed 
upon this principle will keep in order much longer than the ordinary 
ones, and cost less for renewal. 

Tlie great efficacy of charcoal as a purifier was never so well 
understood as at present, and it is gratifying to observe that the 
application of it as a filtering medium has not been delayed. — Media- 
nic6 Magazine, No. 1C98. 


OZONE. 

M. ScouTETTEN states that he has made a certain number of ex- 
periments, which seem to prove that the Ozone of the atmosphere is 
formed — 1. By the electrization of the oxygen secreted by plants ; 
2. By the electrization of the oxygen which escapes from water ; 3. 
By the electrization of oxygen disengaged during chemical action ; 
4. By electrical phenomena reacting on the oxygen of the air. He 
adds that a series of varied and repeated experiments appear to show 
— 1. Tliat plants as well as water furnish constantly to the atmo- 
sphere ozone during the day ; 2. That this phenomenon ceases during 
night ; 3. That it is suspended during the day by withdrawing water 
or plants from the action of direct light, as by putting them in the 
diffused light of a room, or covering them with a piece of linen or a 
sheet of pa})er ; 4. That ozone b not produced when boiled distilled 
water is used ; that the same thing takes place when plants are intro- 
duced into a bell-jar filled wiUi this boiled water, or when ordinary 
boiled water is used with a layer of oil on the surface to prevent 
absorption of atmospheric air ; 5. That the formation of ozone takes 
place when Uie water and plants are inclosed in a glass globe sus- 
pended at a distance from the earth by a thread. He remarks that 
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ozone is nascent oxygen, and that it is to properties whicli oxygen 
acquires by positive electrization that we must attribute' the cuinbi- 
nations it forms, and which cannot be accomplislied by pure ox^’gen. 
Ozone is formed in the atmosphere by continuous invisible electrical 
currents, as well as by successions of sparks, more or less powerful. 
M. Wolf, of Berne, attributes many diseases to the effects of atmo- 
spheric ozone. By observations m^e at Beiiie in 1855 he endea- 
vours to show a remarkable correspondence between the variations 
in the quantity of ozone in the atmosphere, and the changes in the 
intensity of an epidemic dysenteiy at Berne in the months of August 
and September. — L' Inatitut. 

M. Ch. Brame confirms those observations as to ozone being 
given out by plants under the influence of the sun, and as to its 
existence in rain-water. He attiibutes in a great me^isure to ozone 
the formation of the nitrate of ammonia met with in rain-water. — 
L'Instilat. 

Professor W. B. liogers has also made observations on Ozone in 
the Atmosphere. The Professor uses the prepared paper and scale 
of colours of Schonboin’s Ozonometer, which, although imperfect as 
a means of comparison, is the best for practical use yet devised. 
The slip of paper is suspended out of doors in a box open only at the 
bottom, so as to be shielded from the rain and snow, and from strong 
light, at the same time that it is freely exposed to the air. Usually, 
it is allowed to remain in this position for twelve hours, when it is 
removed for observation, and a fresh slip substituted ; but when 
there arc indications of a great prevalence of ozone, the test is exa- 
mined, and renewed at shorter intervals. 

On comparing the recorded observations for six weeks, Professor 
Kogers has been struck with what seems to be a fixed relation be- 
tween the direction of the aerial current and the amount of ozone 
prevalent at the time. As long as the wind continued to come from 
eastern or southern points, he found the ozone to be nearly or quite 
absent ; but whenever the current lias changed to west or north-west, 
the t^t-paper unfailingly indicated its presence in considerable force. 
The rapidity and amount of this effect has always been greatest when 
the wind has hauled suddenly to west and north, and has blown vio- 
lently, but it has continued to manifest itself, although with slow 
abatement, as long as the current held from this quarter. 

To illustrate this effect. Professor Kogers referred to examples 
within the month of February. Thus, on the 11th, the wind being 
light from west by south and south-west, there was no indication of 
ozone, and during the morning of the 12th, the wind continuing from 
the same general quarter, furnished a like negative result. About 
1 F.M., however, the current changed suddenly to north-west, with a 
snow squall, after which it continued to blow in gusts in the same 
direction until late at night. Two hours after this change, viz., at 
3 P.M., the test-paper was found to be charged with ozone to the 
amount of of the maximum of Schonbein’s scale, and at 10 p.m. 
a second paper, which had been freshly substituted for the former, 
STAve Again, on the 15th mid 16tb, the wmd blowing from 
N 
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south and south by west, showed no ozone ; retaining the same gene- 
I'al direction through the night of tiie 16th, and part' of the following 
morning, it gave a like negative result. About 11 a.m. of the 17th, 
the wind hauled towards west, and about 1 p.m. it began to blow 
strong from west by north, after which it continued gusty from this 
quarter and north-west until late next day. The test-paper hung 
out at 9 A.M. of the 17th, was found at 1 F.M., or two hours after the 
change, to present ozone amounting to Tir » and another substituted 
at that time, showed at 5 r.M., or live hours after, a change mea- 
suring more than y*V* 

Although the observations thus far made have indicated the pre- 
valence of ozone in connexion with winds from west and north- 
west, and its absence in the case of those moving from the opposite 
quarters, they have been continued for too short a time, and have 
been too local, to warrant any positive inference of a general kind. 
The development of ozone in the air being probably dependent on 
temperature, relative dryness, solarization, electricity, and other 
physical conditions which are perpetually changing, we cannot hope 
to read precise laws in regard to its pix>duction and disappearance 
without long-continued and varied observations. Yet, from the 
marked contrast in respect to moisture and other properties between 
our great continental and our oceanic winds, it seems not improbable 
that some such opposite relations to ozone as above indicated may 
be found actually to obtain. — SUlimau's Journal, July, 1856. 


ULTRAMARINE. 

Bruenlin proposes a new theory of the constitution of blue and 
green ultramarine. His view is, that ultramarine is a compound of 
a silicate of the formula of nepheline with a poly sulphide of sodium. 
A translation of this paper is given in the Philosophical Magazine, 
No. 75. 

Wilkens has an article on artificial ultramarine, in which he ad- 
verts to the views put forth by iStolzel {Philosophical Mag,, June,) 
on the constitution of this body. Winkens considers that in artifi- 
cial ultramarine a certain constant compound is contained, but mixed 
with other foreign bodies. Kesting on a number of careful analyses, 
as well as on its reactions and properties, be considers blue ultra- 
marine to have the formula — 

2(A1K)S SiO») -t- A1»0» SSiO^+NaO 1 

The formula which Wilkens derives from his analyses is different 
irom that proposed by Bruenlin, who considers it to be a compound 
of a mine^ of the formula of nepheline with pentasulphide of 
sodium. 

But both chemists agree in the fact, that when decomposed by 
aoid% one equivalent of sulphur is liberated as sulphuretted hydrogen, 
auid four equivalents as free sulphur. Wilkens thinks that hypo- 
sulphite of soda, with sul^de of sodium, is the colouring principle 
of a silicate of alumina. The sulphur in ultramarine cannot be re- 
placed by any other body, nor can the sodium. Experiments 
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carefully made with this view, with potash, lime, and magnesia, 
afforded no ultramarine. Iron exerts no influence in producing the 
blue colour. 

(jlreen ultramarine, which always precedes the formation of blue, 
is considered by Wilkens to be a sulphide of sodium compound, but 
he had arrived at no certain results as to its constitution, since, from 
the various methods of its formation, it occurs of very different foim 
and composition. — JAchig* s Annalcn : Philosophical MagaziuCf 
Xo. 79. 


ANALYSIS OF A METEOKIC STONE. 


Thi.s Meteoric, which fell in Norway, was sent by the finder to the 
University of < 'hristiania, with the statement that, on the 27th 
December, 1848, in tlie evening, and when the sky w’as clear, aloud 
noise like the firing of many shots was heard, and a very bright light 
was .seen. Two days afterw'ards, the stone was found lying on the 
ice, in which it had sunk to the depth of about half an inch, the 
liollow having evidently been produced by the ice having been 
ineltcil. In a direction south-east of the spot on which the stone 
wa** found, two depressions were observed in the icie, into one of 
which an angle of the atone fitted, so that it must have rebounded 
)uore than once before coming to rest. The stone is nearly ns large 
.is a ehild’s head, and weighed 850 grammes. Extenially its colour 
is brownish-black. Tlie interior has a greyish- white colour and 
granular texture. Its specific gravity is 3*539. The stone was 
composed of several diff«*rcnt minerals, which could be separated 
partly by the magnet, and partly hy the action of different ro-agcrits. 
'Phe composition of the different substances was : — 


Magnetic Portion. 
Fe H4-20 

Ni 11*42 

Fc.S o-iu 


Rilicate decomposuhl<* UiulcconipoBuhle 

by Hydrochloric Acid. I’urtion. 


Si a, 

H7-SO 

Si 0, 

67- 10 

Mg 6 

:}i '(}M 

MgU 

10*441 

Ca O 

3-OH 

CaO 

1*47 

FcO 

27’ 4t 

MsO, 

ri«{2 


- 

Fe^ Og 

1472 


1(K>*00 

Chronic iron, 
Tm Mtunc, 

1 Traces. 


'Pho decomposable silicate m.ay be expressed by the formula 3 KO 
SiO, and is therefore olivine. The undeconiposable silicate may 
be most nearly represented by the formula 2 K^O,, 7 RO, 8 SiOg. 
J’he composition of the entire stone is given below, along with that 
.>f the stone which fell at Blanksko in 1833, and which approaches it 
very closely in composition. 

BlanltHko. 

Xickel iron 8’22 1716 

Bulphuret of iron .... 4*32 — 

Olivine 4fl-00 42'67 

Undeconiposable HilicateM . •38'20 3i)*43 

Chrome iron and tin stone . 0 20 075 

lOO'OO 100*00 


—Poggc.idorJ’^s Annaha ; Eilla, New Phil. Journal., No. 6. 
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SPIRIT FROM BEET-ROOT. 

Among the numerous novelties introduced since the Paris Grand 
Universal Exposition, is the Distillation of Beet- Root, and the 
feeding and fattening of cattle with the residue after distillation. 
Several methods of distilling the roots have been adopted in France, 
but all of them, if they produced a satisfactory amount of alcohol, 
left a residue of little value for feeding purposes ; until a new me- 
thod was discovered by M. Leplay, a French chemist and distiller. 
This system is simple, and is as follows ; — The beet- root, by means 
of a root-cutter, which is sold by Messrs. H. Dray, is cut into 
slices 1 inch ^vide and ^ inch thick, lliese slices are placed in fer- 
menting tubs, and by the addition of a certain quantity of acid and 
water, aided by the use of yeast, they are brought to a high state 
of fermentation. 

When fermented, tlie slices are placed in iron cylinders, in layers 
upon perforated iron-plates ; steam from a low-pressure boiler is 
then introduced into the bottom of the cylinders, and passing 
through the holes in the perforated plates, boils the beet root, and 
thus extracts the alcohol, which has formed in the slices during 
fermentation. 

The vapour or steam which rises from the layers of slices passes 
off at the top of the cylinders through a worm placed in a vessel of 
cold water, where it becomes condensed, and runs from the worm at 
a strength varying from twenty over proof to twenty under. The 
spirit resembles whisky in flavour. It is easily rectified and made 
into spirits of wine, and in France is the object of an extensive 
commerce. 

In 1S53 only 20,000^ w’orth of these spirits was made ; in 1855, 
two millions sterling in value was distilled. The residue of the beet- 
root distilled by the system of M. Leplay will remain in a state 
fit for the nourishment of cattle for two years, if required, with no 
other care than that of throwing it into a drained pond or reser- 
voir. It appears from the Report of the French chemist, that 90 per 
cent, of the nutritive agote originally contained in the beet remains 
in these residues. The house of Messrs. Dray and Co., of Swan- 
lane, London Bridge, liave arranged wdth M. Leplay, the jiatentee, 
to carry out the invention in England. 

The points to which the public attention should be directed 
as respects the distillation of alcohol from beet- root are : — 1st, 
the economy of corn ; for did not we grow so much barley wo 
should grow much more wheat ; it is not so with beet-root, for it does 
not take the place of a white or grain crop, but prepares the ground 
for wheat. 

2nd. Beet-root distilling gives the root also another advantage 
over sweeds or mangel -wurtzel. 

Tl\e beet- root, once distilled, may be kept an indefinite period, since 
it is not affected by either cold or heat ; after two years kept in an 
open tank it has been eaten with avidity by Sheep and other cattle. 
It may almost entirely replace the green crop for oxen and sheep, 
for, mixed with chaff, it is a favourite food for cattle all the summer. 
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The nitrogen or agotic parts of the beet remain in the residues, which 
:.:'o the nutritive parts, and produce fat. The fanner has, therefo’-e, 
almost tis much advantage in growing beet ns in gi*owirg wheat. 
If the Keporta (and they are too numerous to be contradicted) which 
we receive from France, Belgium, and Germany, are to be believed, 
a ton of beet- root will produce from eighteen to twenty gallons of 
proof spirits, and when this valuable product has been extracted, 
the residues or pulps remain available to the fanner for his cattle ; 
now, twenty gallons of proof spirits are worth, to-day, nearly 
3/., and the total expense of obtaining these twenty gallons would 
not exceed 6«. 8d. : the farmer will therefore have cleared above 56«. 
per ton for his beet without the residues. 

ACTION OF STRYCHNIA ON THE ANIMAL ECONOMY. 

Prof. Kolliker, of Wurzburg, has communicated to the Koyal 
Society R(mie experiments with Strychnia (the acetate) which gave 
the following results : — 

1. Strychnia has not the least influence on the peripheral nerves 
through the blood, which is best .shown by cutting the nei-ves before 
aduiinistering the poison. 

2. Strychnia paralyses the motor nerves of the voluntary muscles 
by exciting them to too energetic action, — a paralysis which may 
be compared to that caused by powerful electric currents acting 
upon the nerves. In frogs, w'hen the tetanic spasms are over, the 
nerves often show no trace of excitability ; in mammalia they gene- 
rally retiiin it in a slight <legree, but never show the same energy of 
action as when uninjured. 

3. Strychnia does not aftect the sensory nerves. 

4. The heart is not affected by strychnia, not even »luring the 
tetanic spasms, with the exception only that its pulsations are some- 
times a little slow'er during the tetanic state. On the contrary, the 
lymph- hearts of frogs contract tliemselves as soon as the tetanus 
begins, and remain in this state as long as the spasms last. 

5. The tetanic fit« can be brought on in two ways ; first, through 
the sensory nei'ves, which, by irritating the grey substance of the 
spinal cord, produce the tetanic contractions as reflex movements ; 
and, secondly, throuyk the brain, which is not affected at all by 
strychnia, and preserves its powers of volition and sensation. Ac- 
coniinglv, animals poisoned with strjxhnia try to move in the ordi- 
nary way, but every attempt brings on a tetanic fit, so that it is plain 
that the spinal cord may also be excited by the brain to its ])eculiar 
actions. 

6. If the tetanus produced by strychnia has been strong, the 
muscles are less in'itabte, and pass much sooner into the state of 
cadaveric rigidity, which is very strongly marked, and seems to last 
longer than it generally does. The same early onset of rigidity may 
lie observed in animals killed by tetanus excited by electricity. — 
Proceedings of the Royal Society. 
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DETECTION OF STRYCHNINE. 

The following letter fi’om Dr. Herapath to the Secretary of the 
Royal Society — On the Detection of Strychnine by the formation of 
lodo- strychnine — has been read : — 

Will you do me the favour to announce to the Koj^'al Society that I have been 
engaged during some time past in the application ol my discovery of the optical 
properties of lodo-sl^chnia to the detection of this alkaloid m medico-legal 
inquiries. I find it is perfectly possible to recognise the 10, 000th part of a 
grain of strychnia in solutions by this method, even when experimenting on 
very minute quantities. In one experiment, I took 1-lOOOth of a grain only, and 
having produced ten crystals of nearly equal sir-e, of course each one possessing 
distinct and decided optical properties, could not represent more than the 
1 -10,000th part of a gram; in fact, it roallv represents much less, inasmuch as 
one portion of the strv-chnia is converted by substitution into a soluble hydrio- 
date, and of course remains dissolxed in the liquid. 

Will you oblige me by getting this notice brought before the Society; as aneu 
testfor’fltrj’chmu, at this juncture, possesacs cousiderahle interest, ‘the colour 
tests hnvin'g )jeeu so duhioiisly npokeii of by toxicologists. 

In Older to operate in this experiment, it is merely necessary to use diluted 
spirit of wine about in the projiortions of one part spirit to three of water as the 
solvent medium, and to employ the smallest po.ssilde quantity of the tincture of 
iodine as the re-agent, and afterappl3’’iiig heat for a short time, to set it in repose. 
On spontaneous exaporatiou or cording, the optical crystals deposit themselves, 
and may be recognised by the polarizing microscope. 

I am, Ac., 

W. 11. Heeai'ATU. 

Professor Frank, of Edinburgh College, has addressed to Professor 
H. Balfour the following results of a few of many experiments which 
he has made upon the Detection of Strychnine : — 

1. The best method of eliminating thi.s powerful poison from the 
contents of the stomacli, is certainly by digesting those matters with 
alcohol, filtering, and concenti74;ing the filtered liquid by a gentle 
heat. To separate any animal matter taken up with the strychnine, 
boiling this liquid with a little acetic acid, and again filtering, will 
afford a clear solution of the strychnine, and this concentrated will 
afford the poison in a fit state for administering it to small animals, 
or for the application of chemical tests. 

2. After many trisvls of various tests, that which seems one of the 
best is a neutral solution of chloride of gold, esjHJcially if a slight 
excess of acetic acid exist in the liquid, or be added to the chloride. 

This addition throws down fix)m solutions of strychnine a gam- 
boge yellow precipitate, uhich, if the quantity of the strychnine ho 
considerable, shows a tendency to form minute crystals, while the 
chloride of platinum affords a less copious precipitate of an vvavfjt- 
yellow colour; but the chloride of gold is most to be depended on. 

3. 1 have made comparative experiments with chloride of gold on 
all the vegetable alkaloids in the subjoined list, not one of w hich 
gives any precipitate at all with this test, w hich, therefore, wdll 
serve to discriminate strychnine from those other alkaloids, a point 
of considerable importance in the investigation of poisons. 1. Sali- 
cine. 2. Quinine. 3. Cinchonine. 4. Codeine. Inuline. 0‘. 
Lupuline. 7. Veratrine. 8. Picrotoxine. 9. JSolanine. 10. Atro- 
pine. 11. Delphine. 

4. ^^’itlJ regard to the delicacy of this test, I may state that six 
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drops of a saturated solution of strychnine in alcohol, in which, how- 
ever, it is not very soluble even at a boiling heat, added to twenty 
minims of liquid, showed a slight yellow precipitate upon standing 
for some time. 

5 . Another good test for strychnine is obtained, as is well known, 
by adding a few drops of sulphuric acid to bichromate of potass. 
When this is added to a solution of strychnine, it produces no pre- 
cipitate, but forms a pale blue liquid that seems very characteristic 
of strychnine. 

There have also been read to the British Association papers “ on 
several New Methods of Detecting Strychnia and Brucia ; a New 
Method of Extracting the Alkaloids from Nux Vomica, for Toxico- 
logical and Manufacturing Purposes. Experiments on Animals with 
Strychnia, and probable Reasons for non- detection of Strychnia in 
certain cases. A new Method of Instituting Post-Mortem Re- 
searches for Strychnia, ” by Mr. T. Horsley. 

Ill the first lecture, Mr. Horsley observed that the circumstances 
attending Palmer’s trial induced him to make a series of experi- 
ments on the subject, and he tried the effects of a precipitant formed 
of one part of bichromate of potash dissolved in fourteen parts of 
w’ater, to which was afterwards added two parts in bulk of strong 
Kulphuric acid. This being tried upon a solution of strychnine, the 
bulk was entirely precipitated in the form of a beautiful golden 
coloured and insoluble chromate. The exjieriment, as performed by 
Mr. Horsley, was very interesting, and scarcely a trace of bitter- 
ness was left in the filtered liquor. He did not claim to have origi- 
nated this discovery of the use of a chromic salt and an acid liquor ; 
but the point to which he called attention was the essential difference 
ill the mode of application, and he maintained that it was as much out 
of the power of any human being to define the limit of sensibility 
w'hich he had attained, as it would be to count the sands or to 
measure the drops of the ocean. Taking thirty drops of a solution of 
strychnia containing half a grain, he diluted it with four drams of water. 
He then dropped in six drops of a solution of bichromate of potash, 
when crystals immediately formed, and decomposition was complete. 
Splitting up the half grain of strychnia into millions of atoms of 
minute crystals, he said that each of these atoms, if they could be 
separated, would as effectually demonstrate the chemical characte- 
ristics of stiyxhnia as though he bad operated with a pound weight 
of the same. He then showed the chemical reaction with those 
crystals. Dropping a drop of liquor containing the chromate of 
styrehnia into an evaporating dish and shaking it together, he added 
a drop or two of strong sulphuric acid, and showed the effect as 
previously noted. He next showed the discoloration produced in 
chromate of strychnia and chromate of brucia by sulphuric acid, the 
former being changed to a deep purple and then to a violet and 
red. It had been asserted since the trial of Palmer that the non- 
detection of strychnine in the body of John Parsons Cook was 
owing to the antimony taken by the deceased having somewhat inter- 
fered with the tests. Such a supposition was, in his (Mr. Horsley’s) 
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opinion, absurd. Nothing, he considered, could more incontestably 
disprove the fallacy than either of two new tests which he then 
pei^omied. These he considered double tests, because they had 
first the obtainment of a peculiar crystalline compound of strychnine, 
which was afterwards made to develope the characteristic effects by 
which strychnine is recognised. Mr. Hoi-sley next related a series 
of experiments which he had made on animals with strychnine, and 
entered into the probable reasons for its non-detection in certain cases, 
although (as he had just shown before) a method existed of detecting 
infinitesimal quantities of strychnia by tests. He procured three 
rats at seven o’clock, r.M., (assisted by Dr. Wright) gave each rat 
a quarter of a grain of powdered strychnia, and two hours after- 
wards a quarter and half a grain more to one of the three. Next 
moniing at four o’clock they were all alive, and had eaten food 
(bread and milk) in the night, but at seven, or a few minutes after, 
they were all dead. The longest liver was one of the rats that had 
only had a quarter of a grain. In about three hours afterwards he 
applied the usual test, but could not detect the least indication of 
strychnine in the precipitate. There was, moreover, a total absence 
of bitterness in all the liquor. He tried every part of the bodies of 
the rats with the like results. What then became of the strychnine ? 
Had it been decomposed in the organism, and its nature changed, 
as Baron Liebig intimated ? As to the non- detection of strychnine, 
he thought it not improbable that the strychnine might have become 
imbibed into the albumen or other solid matter, and so abstracted 
from the fluid, forming by coagulation (say, for instance, in the 
blood) a more or less insoluble albuminate. This idea had occurred 
to him from noticing the coagulation of the glairy white of egg 
with strychnine, and the fact of his not recovering the full quantity 
of the haloid whenever he had introduced it. At any rate, it 
merited consideration. 

In his second experiment, Mr. Horsley administered three-quarters 
of a grain of strychnia to a wild rat, but the animal evinced little 
of the effects of poison, and it W’as purposely killed after five days. 
His third experiment was with two grains of strychnia, administm^ 
as a pill wrapped up in blotting-paper, to a dog — a full-sized terrier. 
It was apparently quite well for five hours, when the operator went 
to bed, but was found dead next morning, but lying apparently in 
the most natural position for a dog asleep. When taken up, blood 
flowed fireely from its mouth. On opening the animal (continued 
Mr. Horsley), 1 found the right ventricle of the heart empty of 
blood, whilst the left was full, some of the blood being liquid and 
some clotted. The stomach was carefully secured at both its 
orifices, and detached. On making an incision, I was surprised at not 
seeing the paper in which I bad wrapned the pill, naturally expecting 
it would have been reduced to a pulp by the fluid of the stomach. 
1 therefore sought for it, and lo ! here it is, in precisely the same 
condition as when introduced into the gullet of th^ dog, and con- 
tainiiw nearly all the strychnine. I have been afraid to distuH) it 
until 1 had ei^ibited it to you, and now I will weigh the contents. 
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d ascertain how much has been absorbed or dissolved. This ex- 
riment is important, as showing the small quantity of strychnia ne- 
isaiy to destroy life ; and, had I not been thus particular to search for 
3 paper envelope, it might possibly have led to a fallacy, ns I must 
.ve used an acid, and that would have dissolved out the strychnia, 
d the inference would have been that it was obtained from the 
ntents of the stonsach, whereas it had never been diffused. In 
is case, also, none of the absorbed strychnia was detectable in the 
>od or any part of the animal, although the greatest care was 
served in making the experiments. The lecturer added that he had 
wle further experiments, which he thought proved that it was 
▼hly probable a more or less insoluble compound of organic or 
imal matter with strychnia is formed. 

DETECTION OF PHOSPHORUS IN CASES OF POISONING. 

Mitscherlich has published a very simple and satisfactory 
ethod of detecting Phosphorus in forensic investigations. The 
citter to be tested for phosphorus is to be distilled in a flask with 
iter and sulphuric acid, and the vapours conveyed through a glass 
be into a vertical glass condenser. This condenser is simply a 
ass tube which passes through the bottom of a wide glass c;y Under 
led with cold water, wliicli is constantly renewed by a funnel. A 
issel to receive the distillate is placed under the end of the con- 
msing tube. (Tlie arrangement resembles Liebig’s condenser 
aced vertically.) If there be phosphorus in the substance in the 
mk, its vapour passes over with the stream into the condenser, and 
distinct light is seen in the dark where tlie vapours meet the 
►oled portion of the tube. Tliis light lasts for a very long time, 
id a luminous ring is usually obseiwed. 'More than three ounces 
‘ fluid could be cUstilled from substances which contained only the 
phosphorus without a cessation of the light. Even after 
urteen days the effect was observable. An addition of oil of tur- 
mtine prevents the light, but alcohol and ether distil over, and 
Len the light appears. In the distillate, globules of phosphorus 
ay be detected, and are easily recognised. These were observed 
ren in a mass which contained but of a grain of phosphorus in 5 
inces of matter. AVlien the mass contains much phosphorus tlie 
stillate contains phosphorous acid, which is easily oxidized and 
steeled. The author found that phosphoric and phosphorous acids 
> not pass over when distilled carefully with water. A fresh 
liman stomach boiled with water gives no soluble phosphates ; on 
\e other hand, a stomach in a state of decay yields to water phos- 
loric acid, which can readily be detected by ammonia and mag> 
ssia. — Silliman's Journal. 


CURIOUS EXISTENCE OP ARSENIC. 

The cases of the poisoners. Palmer and Dove, have given an impetus 
I toxicological researches, not only in England but on the Continent, 
-^ifessor Otto, of Brunswick, a chemist, who for many years past has 
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opinion, absurd. Nothing, he considered, could more incontestably 
disprove the fallacy than either of two new tests which he then 
peiformed. These he considered double tests, because they had 
first the obtainment of a peculiar crystalline compound of strychnine, 
which was afterwards made to develope the characteristic effects by 
which strychnine is recognised. Mr. Horsley next related a series 
of experiments which he had made on animals with strychnine, and 
entered into the probable reasons for its non-detection in certain cases, 
although (as he had just shown before^ a method existed of detecting 
infinitesimal quantities of strychnia by tests. He procured three 
rats at seven o’clock, p.m., (assisted by Dr. Wright) gave each rat 
a quarter of a grain of powdered strychnia, and two hours after- 
wards a quarter and half a grain more to one of the three. Next 
morning at four o’clock they were all alive, and had eaten food 
(bread and milk) in the night, but at seven, or a few minutes after, 
they were all dead. The longest liver was one of the rats that had 
only had a quarter of a grain. In about three hours afterwards he 
applied the usual test, but could not detect the least indication of 
strychnine in the precipitate. There was, moreover, a total absence 
of bitterness in all the liquor. He tried every part of the bodies of 
the rats with the like results. What then became of the strychnine ? 
Had it been decomposed in the organism, and its nature changed, 
as Baron Liebig intimated ? As to the non- detection of strychnine, 
he thought it not Improbable that the strychnine might have become 
imbibed into the albumen or other solid matter, and so abstracted 
from the fluid, forming by coagulation (say, for instance, in the 
blood) a more or less insoluble albuminate, lliis idea had occurred 
to him from noticing the coagulation of the glairy white of egg 
with strychnine, and the fact of his not recovering the full quantity 
of the alkaloid whenever he had introduced it. At any rate, it 
merited consideration. 

In his second experiment, Mr. Horsley administered three-quarters 
of a grain of strychnia to a wild rat, but the animal evinced little 
of the effects of poison, and it W’as purposely killed after five days. 
His third experiment was with two grains of strychnia, administered 
as a pill wrapped up in blotting-paper, to a dog — a full-sized terrier. 
It was apparently quite well for five hours, when the operator went 
to bed, but was found dead next morning, but lying apparently in 
the most natural position for a dog asleep. When taken up, blood 
flowed freely from its mouth. On opening the animal (continued 
Mr. Horsley), I found the right ventricle of the heart empty of 
blood, whilst the left was full, some of the blood being liquid and 
some clotted. The stomach was carefully secured at both its 
orifices, and detached. On making an incision, 1 was surprised at not 
seeing the paper in which I had wrapped the pill, naturally expecting 
it would have been reduced to a pulp by the fluid of the stomach. 
I therefore sought for it, and lo ! here it is, in precisely the same 
condition as when introduced into the gullet of the dog, and con- 
taining nearly all the strychnine. I have been afndd to disturb it 
until 1 had exhibited it to you, and now 1 will weigh the contents, 
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wid ascertain how much has been absorbed or dissolved. This ex- 
periment is important, as showing the small quantity of strychnia ne- 
eeisaiy to destroy life ; and, had I not been thus particular to seai*cb for 
the paper envelope, it might possibly have led to a fallacy, as I must 
have used an acid, and that would have dissolved out the strychnia, 
and the inference would have been that it was obtained from the 
contents of the stomach, whereas it had never been diffused. In 
this case, also, none of the absorbed strychnia was detectable in the 
blood or any part of the animal, although the greatest care was 
observed in making the experiments. The lecturer added that he had 
made further experiments, which he thought proved that it was 
highly probable a more or less insoluble compound of organic or 
anim^ matter with strychnia is formed. 

DETECTION OF PHOSPHORUS IN CASES OF POISONING. 

Mitscherlich has published a very simple and satisfactory 
method of detecting Phosphorus in forensic investigations. The 
matter to be tested for phosphorus is to be distilled in a flask with 
water and sulphuric acid, and the vapours conveyed through a glass 
tid>e into a vertical glass condenser. This condenser is simply a 
glass tube which passes through the bottom of a wide glass cylinder 
filled with cold water, which is constantly renewed by a funnel. A 
vessel to receive the distillate is placed under the end of the con- 
densing tube. (Tlie arrangement resembles Liebig’s condenser 
placed vertically.) If there be phosphorus in the substance in the 
fliuik, its vapour passes over with the stream into the condenser, and 
a distinct light is seen in the dark w'here the vapours meet the 
cooled portion of the tube. Tliis light lasts for a very long time, 
and a luminous ring is usually obsei-ved. 'More than three ounces 
of fluid could be distilled from substances which contained only the 
■nnr^TTinr phosphorus without a cessation of the light. Even after 
fourteen days the effect was observable. An addition of oil of tur- 
pentine prevents the light, but alcohol and ether distil over, and 
then the light appears. In the distillate, globules of phosphorus 
may be detected, and are easily recognised. These were observed 
even in a mass which contained but ^ of a grain of phosphorus in 5 
ounces of matter. When the mass contains much phosphorus the 
distillate contains phosphorous acid, which is easily oxidized and 
detected. The author found that phosphoric and phosphorous acids 
do not pass over when distilled carefully with water. A fresh 
human stomach boiled with water gives no soluble phosphates ; on 
the other hand, a stomach in a state of decay yields to water phos- 
phoric acid, which can readily be detected by ammonia and mag- 
nesia. — SUliman*$ Journal, 


CURIOUS EXISTENCE OP ARSENIC. 

The cases of the poisoners. Palmer and Dove, have given an impetus 
to toxicological researches, not only in England but on the Continent. 
Professor Otto, of Brunswick, a chemist, who for many years past has 
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made the subject of poison bis especial study, contributes in a recent 
number of a German philosophical journal, some new and curious 
particulars, not only in relation to strychnia, but to poison generally. 
He has made a discovery in relation to the poison arsenic, which is 
very noteworthy. Orfila at one time thought he had satisfactorily 
proved arsenic to be a normal constituent of the bones of man, 
an opinion which, if confirmed, would have gone far to render in- 
operative chemical testimony in relation to the unfair or criminal 
presence of that; body. Orfila subsequently altered that opinion ; 
but recent chemical investigators have demonstrated the presence ot 
arsenic in sources where it would have been little suspected. 
Amongst othei-s, that metal has been proved to exist invariably in 
the ochreous deposits which certain varieties of natunil water throw 
down. Cognisant of this fact, Professor Otto thought of examining 
for arsenic the crust which had formed on the inside of his teakettle, 
and had not the slightest difficulty, by the application of Marsh’s 
test, in demonstrating the presence of arsenic. The water used in 
London deposits a large amount of crust on the inside of teakettles. 
Tliat crust holds a variable portion of oxide of iron, and, probably, 
if subjected to chemical tests, will be found to contain arsenic. 


WHEAT GRAIN. 

A PAPER has been read to the British Association, *‘on the Pro- 
ducts and Composition of Wheat (Jniin,” by Mr. J. B. Lawes and 
l)r. Gilbert. This communication contains the results of a large 
number of experiments made by the authors during several years, 
u])on wheat grown in this country, as well as abroad. Dr. Gilbert 
subjected tlie various coarse and fine varieties of flour to analysis, 
and sliowed tliat tlie nitrogen increased in proportion as the sample 
w’as coarser and contivined more bran. The flour that contained 
least nitrogen was that which took up least water in the process of 
bread- making, and an interesting question arose as to the nutritive 
value of bread containing much or no bran ; Hr. Gilbert’s opinion 
being in favour of the latter, as far as w'orking men are concerned, 
notwithstanding the theoretically higher value of bread containing 
bran. Another interesting fact stated by Dr. Gilbert was, that the 
Black Sea w'heat in Europe, and the Southern States wheat in 
America, w^ere far richer in gluten than those from more northern 
latitudes, those from Dantzic containing least gluten, while they 
stood highest among bread-making grain. The character of the 
gluten seemed dependent in some degree on its oily constituent, and 
therefore the quality of the bread depends on the maturation of the 
seed. 

Dr. B. D. Thomson remarked that the value of bread might 
depend on the state of hydration of the starch and gluten : but w-as 
doubtful as to tlie value assigned to the nutritious qualities of starch, 
as the French chemists proved that the starch w’as often left un- 
digested. 

Dr. Voelcker stated that he had arrived at similar experimental 
conclusions as Dr. Gilbert, but w'hile he acknowledged that starchy 
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bread was mechanically the best, he combated Dr. Gilbert’s view, 
that this was the most wholesome kind of bread for the working 
man. He traced the phosphoric acid found by Dr. Gilbert in the 
bran to phosphorus contained as such in the gluten, Dr. Voelcker 
having found this element in caseine and legumine. 


USE OP ARSENIC IN STEEPING GRAIN FOR SEED. 

Boussingault has communicated to the Annales dc Chwiie some 
experiments on the Use of Arsenic in Steeping Grain for Seed. Tliis 
process has two objects, the one to protect the harvest from disease, 
the other to prevent the seed from being devoured by vermin. The 
substances generally used are salt, glauber salt, lime, and sulphate 
of copper. But although these may hinder the development of cryp • 
togamic sporules, they have little effect in preventing the seed from 
being eaten. The greatest part of the substance used remains in 
the husk, which the animal rejects. 

The most effectual means is the employment of arsenic ; this not 
only preserves the seed from decay, but if eaten by the vermin it 
dcstniys them, being so strongly poisonous. By using arsenic in a 
soluble form, such as the arsenite of soda, it may be added to the 
grain in perfectly definite proportions. 

Boussingault’s process is as follows : — A solution of arsenite of 
soda is i)rej)aied, which contains 57 gi’amines of arsenious acid in 
the liti-e. Of this arsenical solution 3i litres are taken and added 
to litres of w'ater. A hectolitre of corn is placed in a large tub, 
and these 16 litres of mixture are added, the corn being continually 
stirred. In about an hour the whole of the liquid is absorbed, and 
the grain is then dried. It is, of course, necessary to exercise ex- 
treme care in using the arsenical solution, and it is well to colour it 
strongly l^y tlie addition of sulphate of iron and prussiate of j)otaBh, 
so that its presence would be readily betrayed. 

This steeping i.s not an unprofitable affair, for it first effectually 
preserves the harvest, and secondly, by killing the vermin which 
might devour it, converts them into useful manure. — A. Atkimonf 
Ph.l)., Phiiusojthicid Magazine f No. 76. 

POISONOUS arrack distillation. 

Dh. a. SsiiTH, ill a paper communicated to the Edinhurgh Ntw 
PJtiloaopJtiml Journal^ No. 8, on the Preparation of Sugar and 
Arrack m Ceylon, says: — With regard to the sources from which 
arrack may derive a slight trace of lead, my inquiries have caused 
me to conclude that there are three ; from one or all of which a little 
of that metal may be yielded. Before enumerating these, however, 
it may be well to state that the arrack of Ceylon always contains a 
considerable amount of acid, which, I think, must be derived, in a 
great measure, from the fermentation of the toddy being allowed, 
tlirougli the carelessness of distillers, to overstej) the vinous stage of 
the pri^ess, and thus generate acetic acid, which afterwards distils 
over with the spirit. 

Of the quantity of acid jiresent in the fennented toddy, some idea 
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may be formed from the fact that, at three distilleries, chosen at 
random, two fluid ounces apothecaries’ measure of toddy, which in 
neither of the instances had been kept beyond what is considered 
an average period, required, when carefully tested on the spot, as 
taken from the fermenting vat, in one case eleven, in a second thir- 
teen, and in a third fifteen grains of bicarbonate of soda to render it 
neutml, it having before been decidedly acid. 

The sources which probably supply lead are — 1st, The tinning of 
the still. 2nd, The soldered joinings of the worm. 3rd, The glazing 
of such of the earthenware jars as are so prepared. That the acid 
toddy must act on the tinning of the still, cannot, 1 think, be doubted ; 
and as the fluid frequently boils and froths over during working, a 
portion of the contents of the still becomes mixed with the arrack in 
the receiving vessel, and in that way, if not in any other, lead may 
find its way into the spirit. That the soldering of the worm is a 
fruitful source of lead in arrack can still less be doubted, w hen it is 
remembered that, in a worm of 15 or 20 feet in length (the usual 
length), a considerable surface of solder actually exists in the joinings 
of flie pieces composing it. In this case, however, I presume that 
the manner in which lead is chiefly removed from the solder is by the 
arrack washing off, in its passage along the worm, the carbonate, 
which may have been formed by the action of the atmosphere on the 
lead in the solder during the intervals of working. 

From the well-known action of acids on the glazing of earthen- 
ware, 1 think it is highly probable that arrack containing so large a 
proportion of acetic acid, as my experience of that made in Ceylon 
leads me to believe always exists in it, cannot long remain in jars, 
such as I have above described, without removing some portion of 
their glazing. But, in this instance, as in the case of the tinning ot 
the stills, since it is usually only ^rst distilled arrack which is kept 
in the jars, it is possible ^at any lead withdrawn by it from their 
glazing, may be again separated when redistillation ta^es place. At 
one distillery, and one only, 1 found glazed jars used to store the 
regular arrack. In such a case, any impregnation yielded by them 
would be likely to continue. 

In consequence of the several modes in wliich lead may obtain 
admission into sugar and arrack, according to the mode of manufac- 
ture described above, it is evident that slow poisoning writh lead may 
be apt to attack those who make use of these articles. Accordingly, 
a virulent epidemic of colic, w hich attacked a detachment of troops 
stationed at Newera Allia, was traced by me to the cause in ques- 
tion. An account of this epidemic, and of the investigations con* 
nected with it, has been published, partly in the Edinburgh Monthly 
Journal of Medical Science, 1853, vol. xvi., and finally in the Edin- 
burgh Medical Journal for July, 1856. 


NITRATES IN PERNAMBUCO. 

The Earl of Clarendon has forwarded to the Secretary of the 
Boyal Agricultural Society of England the following communication 
from Mr. Cowper, of the British consulate at Pernambuco : — '' I 
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have much satisfaction in informing your lordship that having pro- 
secuted my researches, according to your instructions, I have at 
length succeeded in discovering the existence of nitrates in large 
quantities within this empire. The gentleman who has assisted me 
in this service writes to inform me that he has traversed the moun- 
tains north- west of Ipu for sixty miles, and finds that the stratum 
of carbonate of soda extends the whole distance, and in any quan- 
tities. To the west of Ipu, he discovered the nitrates of which I 
transmit specimens, and also of the earth in which they were found. 
The fonnation has extended as far as Mr. Lowden’s search, which 
is about fifteen or twenty miles. Alum, of which I also forward 
specimens, abounds in the neighbourhood. Gold is very abundant, 
both in quartz and in the streams, particularly the Lure. I forward 
a sample. From Lapa to St. Antonio the ground is covered with 
hematite, or red iron ore, and the mountain range of St. Icao 
appears to bo composed of it. I forward specimens and some 
pyrites, which appeared full of metal. I will forward your lordship 
a small map of the country by the next opportunity, with some sug- 
gestions respecting the formation of a port at Camoci, for the ex- 
port of these various productions ; and as 1 naturally feel the live- 
liest interest in this wonderful region, the metallic riches of which I 
discovered, peihaps your lordship will permit me personally to con- 
tinue its survey, as it altogether lies within the district of my con- 
sulate.” 


ANALYSES OP COW’S MILK. 

In Liebig's Annaleu^ M. Boedeker is stated to have made a series 
of analyses of Cow’s Milk taken at the various j)eriod8 of the day 
in order. Tlie times selected were the morning at 4 o’clock, noon 
at 12 o’clock, and evening at 7 o’clock. From these analyses, it 
appears that the increase of fat in the milk from morning to evening 
is so considerable that the total quantity of solid substances in 
the evening milk amounts to one-third more than in the morning 
milk. The quantity of butter in the evening milk is more than 
double that of the morning. 

The quantity of proteine substances, albumen, and caseine toge- 
ther, remains almost constant. The quantity of sugar of milk is 
greatest at midday, and decreases towards evening. 

The specific gravity of milk is no criterion of its value. A 
higher specific gravity may indeed be caused by sugar of milk and 
proteine substances ; but a lower specific gravity does not necessarily 
arise from an increase in the quantity of butter, but also by a greater 
amount of water. 

The importance of this difference, not only for physiological che- 
mistry, but also for dietetics and practical agriculture, is obvious, 
when we consider that a pound of the morning milk of the cow 
contains about three drachms of butter ; a pound of the evening 
milk, on the contrary, seven drachms. 
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PHOTO- GALVANOG RAPE Y : OR, ENGRAVING BY LIGHT AND 
ELECTRICITY. 

Herr Paul Pretsch, late Manager of the Imperial Printing 
Office, Vienna, has invented a very remarkable method of Engrav- 
ing, by the combined processes of Photography and Electricity. 
Tlie following description of his invention is from a lecture deli- 
vered by him, on the 23rd of April last, at the Society of Arts ; — 

My invention consists in adapting the photographic process to the 
purpose of obtaining a raised or sunk design on a glass or other 
suitable plate covered with glutinous substances, mixed with photo- 
graphic materials, which design can then be copied by the electro- 
type process, so as to procure plates suitable for printing purposes. 
The operator first coats a glass plate with a gehitinous or glutinous 
solution, suitably prepared with chemical ingredients, sensitive to 
light, as follows : — One pai’t of clear glue is soaked in about ten 
parts of distilled water, but the quantity of water depends upon the 
strength of the glue and the state of the atmosphere. Meanwhile, 
there are prepared three different solutions, viz., a very strong solu- 
tion of bichromate of potass, a solution of nitrate of silver, and a 
weak solution of iodide of potassium. The glue is dissolved by heat, 
and a small quantity of it is added to each of the two solutions of 
silver and iodide. The remaining greater jwrtion of the glue is kept 
wann, the solution of bichromate of potass added, and well mixed. 
After which the small portion of the glue with silver is added, and 
also mixed well, and allowed about ten minutes’ time for combining. 
Finally, the small portion of the glue with the iodide is added, the 
%vhole mixture strained, and it is then ready to be poured on the 
plates of glass or other suitable material. When dry, the coated 
]»late is ready for exposure. The photographic picture, the draw- 
ing, print, or other subject to be copied, being laid on the prepared 
coated surface, they are to be placed together in a photographic 
copying frame, and exposed to the influence of the light. After a 
sufficient exposure, which is exceedingly variable, according to the 
intensity of the light, the plate is taken out from the copying frame, 
when it will be found to exhibit a faint picture on the smooth sur- 
face of the sensitive coating. It is then w^ashed with water, or a 
solution of boi-ax, or of carbonate of soda, as may be necessary. The 
whole image comes out in relief with all its details, and, when pro- 
perly done, with all its brilliancy. 

If the original is a photog^h, chalk, sepia, or Indian ink drawl- 
ing, the copy represents the different tinto in grains ; if in lines, the 
copy will reproduce the lines. 

When sufficiently developed, it must be washed with spirits ot 
w ine. The surplus moisture is lemoved, and the plate is covered 
with a mixture of copal varnish diluted with spirits of turpentine. 
After some time, the superfluous varnish must be removed by oil 
of turpentine, and the plate treated again, or immersed in a very 
weak solution of tiinnin or other astringent liquid. During this 
part of the process the plate must be carefully watched and removed 
:is ^oon as the picture or design is considered sufficiently raised ; it 
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is then washed in water and dried. In this state the plate is ready 
to be copied. This may be effected by the customary methods of 
rendering the coating conducting, and placing it in the electrotype 
apparatus, producing an intaglio copper-plate ; or, if first moulded, 
the intaglio mould furnishes the means of obtaining a relievo plate 
by electro- deposition in a similar way. To produce a sariJc design 
on the prepared plates, I proceed as before, but after washing with 
the spirits of wine the plate must be dried on a warm place, and in 
due time the picture or design will appear sunk like an engraved 
plate. The printing plates are produced as before described. 

If an intaglio plate is made, it may be printed from at the common 
copper-plate printing-press ; on the other hand, the relievo- plate may 
either serve as the matrix for producing an intaglio printing-plate, 
or it may be itself employed in '‘surface’* printing, like a wood-cut. 
In the latter case, the narrow lines of the impression being suffi- 
ciently raised, the broad white spaces must be cut out on the print- 
ing-plate, or built up in the matrix. The common, well-known 
stereotype process also affords another means of producing the neces- 
sary plate. 

It is well known to practical men that any impression mofle by 
fatty ink can be transferred on stone or zinc, for the purpose of 
]u*inting from it in a chemietd way. This method can be also used 
in the present process, and there are some hopes of obtaining a good 
impression from the first glass plate, which can be transferred and 
printed. 

A more copious account of this invention has appeared in the 
Saturday JlevieWf No. 50. 

PHOTOQBAPHS OP THE SUN’S DISK. 

Wk learn from the Annual Report of the Kew Committee, pre- 
sented to the Council of the British Association, that the apparatus 
suggested by Sir John Herschel for photographing the spots on the 
sun’s disk is progressing under the superintendence of Mr. Warren 
De la Rue. The solar photographic telescope was promised by the 
maker complete in three months : the object-glass was finished, and 
some progress had been made with the stand. The diameter of the 
(object-glass is 3*4 inches, and its focal length 50 inches ; the imago 
of the sun will be 0*46i> inches, but the proposed eye- piece will, with 
a magnifying power of 25 'b times, and focal length, increase the 
image to 12 inches, the angle of the picture being about 13" 45'. 
The object-glass is under- corrected in such a manner as to produce 
the best practical coincidence of the chemical and visual foci. (Mr. 
Robs has foimd, that if for the greatest intensity of vision, in com- 
mon lenses, the ratio of the dispersive powers of the two media is 
0*65, that the chemical and visual foci will coincide best practically 
when with the same media the ratio is altered to 0 *60, the media he 
sometimes uses being Peilat’s flint and Thames plate.) The eye- 
piece consists of two nearly achromatic combinations, their forms, 
foci, and focal lengths being arranged upon the basis of the photo- 
graphic portrait lens, the conditions being nearly similar. 
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It is contemplated to form the system of micrometer wires on a 
curved surface ; and it may ultimately be found to be advantageous 
also to curve the photographic screen, as the small curvature neces- 
sary, namely, about two- tenths of an inch, will present no mechanical 
difficulties. As in practice it may possibly be found desirable not 
to produce the sun’s image with too great rapidity, a provision is 
contemplated for the absorption of some of the most energetic active 
rays by the interposition of coloured media of different tints. 

The telescope being for a special object, it will have no appliances 
except such as appertain exclusively to that object, so that the only 
means provided for viminy the sun will be through the finder in- 
tended for facilitating the adjustment of the sun's image in position 
as regards the micrometer. The polar axis will be furnished with a 
worm-wheel and clock-work driver, and the declination axis with a 
clamping circle. A shutter for covering the object- glass, and capable 
of being rapidly moved by the observer, will bo so contrived as to be 
under his command, whether he be at the time near the object-glass 
or near the screen, eight feet distant. 

It was originally intended to place the telescope in an observatory 
12 feet in diameter, provided with a revolving roof ; adjoining the 
observatory a small room for chemicals was to have been constructed, 
so as to facilitate the fixing of the pictures. It has, however, been 
found possible to somewhat alter the construction of the tube, so as 
to reduce its length sufficiently to allow of the telescope being placed 
under the dome of the Kew Observatory, which is only 10 feet in 
diameter. 


PHOTOGRAPHY IN THE EYE. 

We give the following upon the authority of the Boston Atlas, 
XJ.S. Dr. Sanford, who examined the eye of Beardsley, murdered 
at Auburn, to test the truth of the statement that the last scene 
viewed by a dying man i*emains fixed on the retina of the eye, 
publishes this interesting statement: — At first we suggested the 
saturation of tlie eye in a weak solution of atrophine, which evi- 
dently produced an enlarged state of the pupil. On observing this, 
we touched tiie end of the optic nerve with the extract, when the 
eye instantly became protuberant. We now applied a powerful 
lens, and discovered in the pupil the rude, worn-away figure of a 
man, with a light coat, beside whom was a round stone, standing or 
suspended in the air, with a small handle stuck as it were in the 
earth. The remainder was debris, evidently lost from the destruc- 
tion of the optic, and its separation from the mother brain. Had 
wo performed the operation when the eye was entire in the socket, 
with all its powerful connexion with the brain, there is not the 
least doubt but that we should have detected the last idea and 
impression made on the mind and eye of the unfortunate nuui. 
The thing would evidently be entire ; and perhaps we should have 
had the contour, or better still, the exact figure of the murderer. 
The last impression before death is always more terrible on the brain 
from fear than any other cause, and figfures impressed on the pupil 
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more distinct, which we attribute to the largeness of the optic nerve 
and its free communication with the brain. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC PROCESSES. 

The Qjcymel Process, announced by Mr. Llewelyn, Peiibler- 
gare, is, undoubtedly, the most valuable discovery in the art of 
photography that has been made since Mr. Scott Archer introduced 
collodion. By the help of oxymel all the beautiful delicacy of the 
finest collodion pictures may be obtained, with the convenience of 
the paper process, and with much more certainty, and much greater 
ease. Tourists may take a dozen or two plates, ready prepared, and 
during a week or a fortnight may expose them in a camera as they 
may require, and in the evening, or even in a day or two afterwards, 
may develop the pictures they have obtained at their convenience. 
Mr. Llewelyn went through a course of many hundred experiments 
before he arrived at a satisfactory conclusion, and little or no im- 
provement can bo made on the exact foniiula which he has pro- 
mulgated. Although great care and great cleanliness are necessary 
to success in the usual collmlion process, it is indispensable that 
there be still much more careRnd much more cleanliness in the use 
of oxymel. The least decomposition set up while the plate is in the 
slide, or the least ray of light falling on the sensitive surface is 
wholly fatal. If the glass be touched by fingers contaminated witli 
chemicals — if the camera and the slide be not perfectly constructed — 
if the top of the slide when the shutter is raised be not protected 
from the light by a cloth — or, in fact, if any one of the usual pre- 
cautions be neglected — then the chances are great that the operator 
will be completely foiled. 

Ox3’’mel {ptvQ acid, ytXt honey), for the purpose of photogra]jhy 


should be manufactured of 

Acetid acid 7 fluid ounces. 

Distilled water 8 fluid ounces. 

Honey (despumated) ... 5 pounds. 


Mix the acid added to the water with the honey made hot. It 
should be filtered till it is quite clear and free from any cloudiness 
or sediment. It can be obtained of most photographic chemists, 
but several bouses have undertaken to supply it in its purest possible 
state, and from the formula aljove given. Tlie method of procedure 
includes the ordinary collodion process, and the coating of the plate 
with a weak solution of the oxymel. For the full instructions, see 
Mr. Delamotte’s pamphlet on the Oxymel Process. 

Photography by Candlelight. — As many amateurs in Photo- 
graphy have but little spare time during the day in which 
they can practise the various processes, the following suggestion 
may be found useful: — Take three millboards, about twelve inches 
high, by nine inches wide, and cut out a large piece, say eight 
inches by five inches from the centre of each. Lay all three 
boards close together side by side, and having pasted or glued 
them well, cover them entirely with two thicknesses of yellow 

O 
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calico. Ornament them in any way you please on the other side. 
When set up so as to form a triangle, this makes a most excellent 
photographic lantern, sold, ready made, in which a candle may be 
placed, and by the light of which all the manipulations of the Oxy- 
mel process may safely be conducted. When not in use this lantern 
will fold up and make a very good portfolio for paper, &c. — P. H, 
Delamotte on the Oxyinel Process^ <£-c. 

Photographic Tent. — Major Fitzgerald, of Maperton House, Somer- 
set, has invented a new Photographic Tent, the weight of which does 
not exceed a few pounds. It can be erected and taken down in an 
increiUbly short space of time, — it requires no wooden framework 
or poles, — it excludes all light but that by which the photographer 
manipulates, and it is not nearly so hot as the ordinary tent. 

Maw8(»i*8 Portahlc Photographic Camera. — Mr. J. Mawson, 
of Newcastle-upon-T 3 me, has introduced an improved Photo- 
graphic Camera, in which g^eat portability and efficiency are com- 
bined. It is one of the lightest and most compact of the por- 
table class, and not less convenient, or in other respects inferior 
to the more bulky. It is suitable for every climate, and it 
should be observed, that though very light, it is substantial, and 
likely to be extremely durable. The focus is obtained in the most 
convenient manner, by means of a screw, the head of which pro- 
jects beneath the focusing tablet. The rigid brass tube which 
usually projects from the lens, has substituted for it a collapsable 
tube. It is available for the calotype, collodion, albiuncn, waxed 
paper, and other photographic processes, and may be fitted either 
with simple achromatic lenses for views, or compound lenses for 
portraits. When the camera is unfolded, the base is seen to consist 
of a slide and sheath. The slide bears a bracket, to which the lens 
is attached by means of a sliding front. The sheath carries the 
main frame, which is grooved, either for one or two dark chambers, 
and the focusing glass. The body is composed of strong leather- 
like cloth, both light-proof and water-proof. One end of the body 
is fixed to the main frame, and the other is connected wdth the lens 
by a conical tube of pliant cloth, tlie neck of which is elastic, and 
contracts over a collar behind the lens. Tlie projection at the back 
of the instrument shows the focusing tablet, with a shutter for its 
protection, and a screen which supplies the place of the ordinary 
focusing cloth. Folding the camera is effected by first detaching 
the cloui tube from the lens, and packing it with the body in the 
space betw^een the dark chambers and focusing glass. The slide is 
then screwed in ; and, when released from the detent in front, the 
main frame is turned square w'ith the base. 

Transferring Photographs — Preparing Surfaces for receiving 
Photographic Pictures. — Mr. Alexander Rollason, of Bittningham, 
photographic artist, has effected an invention, w^hich consists of 
improvements in transferring to paper, linen, card-board, bone, 
ivory, wood, metal, or stone, the film of collodion or albumen 
used in coUodiotype or albumenized plates, by which he can 
either remove a photograph from the glass or plate on w’hich 
it has been produced, or, by transferring the plain film on to 
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certain of the substances a\)ove named, produce a new base 
or medium on which photographic pictures may be taken. 

In his specification, Mr. Bollason says, ^ * 1 can by the same 
means transfer from a plate or glass a plain film of collodion, or 
albumen, to any suitable base, such as a sheet of paper, or linen, 
wood or ivory ; this will itself form a medium which may be 
placed in the camera, and a pictiu^ taken upon it but as this is 
simply transferring the film before the picture is taken, instead of 
after f no further description is necessary. — Mechanics' Magazine, 
No. 1096. 

CLOUDS AND AUTISTIC EFFECT. 

Mb. £. Vivian has read to the Biitish Association a paper ^'on 
Photographs Illustrating a New l^rooess of Introducing Clouds and 
Artistic Effect.” The result was extremely pleasing : the concentra- 
tion of light and shadow, and the introduction of middle tint, ef- 
fecting as fresh an improvement upon the ordinary photograph 
as the tint stone does in double lithog^phy ; thus enabling the 
photographer to compose pictures in accordance with the rules of 
art, without the least sacrifice of detail, or deimrture from the truth 
of the original negative, so far as the latter is true to nature ; sup- 
plying the deficiency of the yellow ray, and modifying that of the 
blue, thus reducing the actinic image to the chiaroscuro of the 
visual, by toning down the glare produced by the reflection of blue 
light on foliage, and the unnatural whiteness of slate roofs, water, 
&c., and affoiding the means of introducing skies and aerial effects 
of equal force and <lclicacy. A plate once prepared may be used 
for printing any number of positives without further re- touching. 


APPLICATION OP PHOTOORAPHT TO THE COPYING OF ANCIENT 
DOCUMENTS, ETC. 

Dr. Diamond, in a letter to Notes and Qtiertes, states, that he 
has turned his attention to this branch of the art for some years 
with perfect success, and recommends the following treatment as the 
result of his experience. An old mixture of collodion originally 
made sensitive with a compound of iodine and bromide of ammo- 
nium is best ; but any old collodium is to be preferred to newly 
mixed. A light object (such as the page of an ordinary book) half 
size, if a single lens is used with an ordinary diaphragm, is to be 
exposed about three minutes ; full size, twelve or fift^n minutes; 
if magnified, longer in proportion. A double combination lens takes 
only half the time, but should be much stopped with a diaphragm. 
The picture is to be developed as usual with a weak solution of 
pyrogallic acid freely dashed over the surface. After cleaning the 
picture perfectly from the hypo, a mixture should be passed over 
it, compost of two drachms of bichloride of mercury and two 
drachms of chloride of ammonia, dissolved in ten ounces of common 
water. The picture now assumes a bluish tint. Wash it quickly 
and thoroughly, and pour over it at once a solution of hyposulphite 
of soda, five grains to the ounce of water. This produces a most 
intense black, and the negative, being washed and varnished, is 
finished and permanent. The Doctor concludes by affirming that 
o? 
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this process is applicable to the production of photographic copies 
not merely of MSS. on vellum and paper, but of engravings, medals, 
seals, oil paintings, and all similar objects ; and the beautiful spe- 
cimens he produces in support of his assertion are most convincing 
and satisfactory. 

Mr. Lyte and Mr. Delamotte disagree about the uses of photo- 
graphy in copying old dotJuments. If old papers can be copied by 
the sun, the art will acquire a new value ; and come into requisition 
among historians, lawyers, antiquanes and genealogists, as well as 
among artists, amateurs, and idlers. Here is a case in point. Mr. 
Bruce, in announcing in Nofcs and Queries^ the discovery of a series 
of letters written by Charles I., referred to an historical paper of vast 
importance, the original instructions given by Charles to the Earl of 
Glamorgan about raising Irish troops for service in England against 
the Commons. That paper has been much discussed. Its terms 
have been denied. The authenticity of the paper is open to suspi- 
cion. At one time it was in the hands of Dr. Lingard : its present 
hiding-place is not commonly known ; and is now sought. Whoever 
possesses this paper, — if he should refuse to part with it to the 
British Museum, where it ought to be, — would probably not object 
to its being photographed, so that an exact coj)y could be rendered 
accessible to historical inquirers. That it could be copied, with the 
greatest accuracy, we have no doubt. Some copies of old i>aper8 
and old coins (executed with the greatest beauty by Dr. Diamond) 
are now before us : — the best evidence, out of the profession, that 
Mr. Delamotte’s views arc correct. 

PHOTOCKAPHY UNDER WATER. 

Mr. Thompson, of Weymouth, describes, in tlie Journal of the 
Society of Arts, the means he adopted for hiking a Photograph of 
the bottom of the sea in Weymouth Bay, at a depth of three fathoms. 
It appears that the camera was placed in a box with a plate glass 
front, and a moveable shutter to be drawn up when the camera was 
sunk to the bottom. The camera being focused in this box on 
land for objects in the foreground at about 10 yards, or other suitable 
♦listance, was let down from a boat to the bottom of the sea, carry- 
ing with it the collodion plate prepared in the ordinary way. 
When at the bottom, the shutter of the box wjw raised, and the 
plate was thus exposed for about ten minutes. The box was then 
draw'll into the boat, and the image developed in the usual manner. A 
view was thus taken of the rocks and weeds lying at the bottom of 
the Biiy. Mr. Thompson anticipates that it w ill be a ready and in- 
expensive means of arriving at a knowledge of the condition of piers, 
(»f bridges, piles, structures, and rocks under w'ater. 

FROZEN MERCURY. 

A CORRESPONDENT of the Morning Post (Feb. 14, 1856) inquires 
if proofs have been adduced, and w'here recorded, of the philosophical 
accuracy of the term “ frozen” as applied to mercury when at a cer- 
tain temperature below zero. 

A doubt on this subject (he continues) arose in my mind in con- 
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templating an experiment lately made by Professor Tyndall, at the 
Royal Institution, wherein the rippling image of an apparently placid 
suriace of mercury was reflected upon a screen by mean? of the 
electric light. The remarkable degree of mobility thus shown to 
exist in mercury gave rise to a train of thought, leading me to con- 
sider the various known states of the metal, and, in the course of it, 
to think that there must be a distinguishable difference, which, when 
the discovery was made that flui<l mercury did pass into a solid state, 
was overlooked, or not brought into notice. It is to be remembered tliat 
water, in descending to 32 deg., lias already reached and passed, by 
several degrees, its state of greatest density. And consequently, 
although frost has power to fix water, yet by frost its bulk is not 
made less ; and that a conversion of water, by congelation, into a 
fixed and not malleable mass, is altogether another operation, and 
one that is quite distinct, from a condensation of mercury ; besides 
which differences, freezing is ever accompanied by an expansion of 
the substance of the water, and by a visible arrangement of its par- 
ticles in definite crystalline forms. But mercury at 40 deg. below is 
to all appearance simply reduced from a fluid to a solid of less bulk 
and malleable. An<l assuming that to be so, then it follows that 
the epithet “ frozen,” well and truly as it describes the state of 
water become ice, is not equally well aj>plied when used to charac- 
terize the solid state of mercury. 

Another correspondent (Feb. 20) replies, that while admitting 
that all scientific phraseology should he precise and definite, he must 
yet question his accuracy as to the matter of fact. The truth is tliat 
the verb to ‘‘freeze” is not of scientific usage, strictly speaking. 
According to the theory of mod<*m science, all bodies are susceptible 
of three forms — the solid, the liquid, and the gaseous — which they 
assume under difficult conditions, and in which everybody presents 
its peculiar characteristics. Tlius, some bodies, when solidified, are 
crystalline — as in quartz, glass ; and others— sucli as granite, bis- 
muth, and cast-iron — are only so occasionally, or imperfectly. Some 
metals can be presented in a crytallised form by dexterous treat- 
ment, and of others it is impossible to make crystals artificially, 
although native crystals are sometimes found in the mines which 
produce the ore. Ice and cast-iron, again, after contracting as they 
cool down to a certain point, expand when they solidify, while 
almost ev< ry other substance continues to diminish in bulk as it 
loses heat, to the hist. 

“ Frozen,” on the other hand, is a merely vernacular term, applied 
to bodies which ai’e liijuid at ordinary tern penitu res, and yet solidify 
with degrees of cold within the limits of climatic influences, or 
what we may consider as natural frigidity. Of these there are 
only two — water and quicksilver ; arul we therefore say that they 
freeze when they become solid. But there is no reason why the term 
“ frozen” should be associated with one tet of properties rather tlian 
the other. Or if in common apprehension it appears most natural 
that a liquid should “ freeze” into a crystalline solid, the only reason 
is that we see a thousand specimens of solidified water for one of 
solidified mercury. 
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patml f ist0r£. 

ZOOLOGY. 


PLUIDITT or THE BLOOD. 

Db. W. B. Riohabdson has made a beautiful series of expert 
ments by which he has proved that the fluid condition of the blood 
depends on the presence of a minute quantity of ammonia^ pro- 
bably in the form of a neutral carbonate. He found that the chlo- 
ride of ammonium in the blood will not keep it fluid. The chloride 
seems to be decomposed when the blood is in a fluid state. The 
amount of ammonia in the blood seems to vary in diflerent condi- 
tions. When the blood is at rest, it parts rapidly with ammonia 
and coagulates. Ammonia is also found in the breath, the quantity 
vaiying. After fatigue or fasting, there is much ammonia given off 
by the breath, while after meals there is less. This ammonia con- 
stitutes one of the sources whence plants derive their nitrogen. In 
cases of purpura, the breath is ammoniacal. In ve^ low fevers the 
breath is distinctly alkaline. Dr. Blair, of British Guiana, has ob- 
served this in yellow fever. In this disease, ammonia, which causes 
alkalinity in the breath and secretions, renders the blood fluid. (Dr. 
Richardson’s experiments on this subject have been rewarded with 
the Astley Cooper Prize.) ___ 


THE TEETH. 

Mb. John Tomes has communicated to the Royal Society, a 
paper on the presence of flbrils of soft tissue in the Dentinal 
Tubes,” whence the following is an abstract. 

Referring to the structural characters of dentine, and to the pre- 
vailing belief that the dentinal tubes in the normal condition con- 
tain fluid, the author goes on to show that the recognised histolo- 
gical characters fail to account for the high degree of sensibility ex- 
hibited by the dentine when diseased, or when suddenly exposed by 
the removal of the enamel. 

It is found, moreover, that the dentine is not uniformly sensitive 
throughout, but possesses a much higher degree of sensibility at the 
peripheral distribution of the dentinal tubes than deeper in the sub- 
stance of the tooth ; and it is urged that these fltcts cannot be 
accounted for by the presence of a fluid in the dentinal tubes, nor 
by supposing tl^t the hard unyielding dentine is intrinsically en- 
dowed with sensation. This view of the matter is borne out by the 
fact, that all sensibility is at once lost if the pulp of the tooth be 
destroved. 

Daily experience shows that a tooth may remain useful for a long 
time after &e pulp, and consequently the dentinal fibrils, have been 
destroyed. If, however, a tooth which has been so circunxstanoed 
be examined, it will be foimd that one of two actions has been set 
up. Either additional cementum will have been developed upon the 
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sur&ce of the fang, or its bulk will have become diminished by 
absorption. Similar conditions supervene when the crown of a toou 
has been lost by caries. 

In old persons, we find the teeth are lost without apparent disease 
in the dental tissues. The teeth become loose and fail out, the roots 
being in such cases translucent like horn. This condition is tho 
result of consolidation of the dentinal fibrils, and is followed by 
absorption of the cementum and dentine. Cases may be found in 
which the whole of the fang has been observed, but reduction to 
two-thirds or half of the normal bulk is veiy common. 

The concurrence of the foregoing changes in the sensibility of tho 
tooth, with the destruction or consolidation of the dentinal fibrils, 
will, the author considers, justify the conclusion, that the dentinal 
fibrils, in a state of integrity, are necessary to the normal condition 
of dentine. 


ON THE ELECTBIOITY OF MUSOLEB. 

Professor Matteucct comes to the following conclusion in regard 
to the electric currents exhibited l>y muscles at rest : — 

а. The electro-motive power of a cut muscle is indci>eudent of 
the size of its transverse section. 

б. The electro-motive power increases with the length of tho 
muscle. 

c. The electro-motive property of the muscles of living or recently 
killed animals is greater in mammals and birds than in fish and 
amphibia. The duration of this force, which in all cases decreases 
most rapidly in the first moments after death, is greater in fish and 
amphibia than in the higher orders of animals. 

a. The nerves have no direct influence on the electro-motive force 
of muscles. In general, all causes which exert an influence on the 
physical structure and chemical com]K>sition of muscles, so as to 
modify, in ways unknown, their irritability or contractility, act 
equally on tlieir electro-motive power . — Proceedinyt of the JRoyal 
Society. 


NATURE Of THE INVOLUNTARY MUSCULAR FIBRES. 

The following is a summary of the conclusions which Professor 
Ellis has arrived at on the main subject of his inquiry : — 

In both kinds of muscles, voluntary and involuntai^, there is an 
interweaving of the fibres with the formation of meshes. 

The fibres in both kinds are long, slender, rounded cords of uni- 
form width, except at the ends, where they are fixed by tendinous 
tissue, and in both the size of the fibres in the same bundle varies 
greatly. 

In neither voluntary nor involuntary muscle is the fibre of the 
nature of a cell, but in both is composed of minute threads or 
fibrils. Its surface- appearance in both kinds of muscle allows of 
the supposition that in both it is constructed in a similar way, 
namely, of small particles or “sarcous elements,” and that a dif- 
ference in the arrangement of these elements gives a dotted appear- 
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ance to the involuntary and a transverse striation to the voluntary 

fibres. 

The length of the fibres varies in both cases with the organ or 
part examined, and the connexion with tendon always takes place 
after the same manner, whether the fibre is dotted or striated. 

On the addition of acetic acid, fusiform or rod-shaped corpuscles 
make their appearance in all muscular tissue ; these bodies, which 
appear to belong to the sheath of the fibre, approach nearest in 
their character to the corpuscles belonging to the yellow or elastic 
fibres which pervade various other tissues : and, from the apparent 
identity in nature of these corpuscles in the different textures in 
which they are found, and especially in voluntary, as compared with 
involuntary muscle, it is scarcely conceivable that in the latter case 
exclusively they should be the nuclei of oblong cells constituting 
the proper muscular tissue. 

The paper concludes with a statement of the mode of procedure 
which the author has found most suitable for examining the tissue 
which forms the subject of his inquiry . — Proceedings 0 / the Royal 
Society, 


A PHYSIOLOGICAL CURIOSITY. 

St. Martin, the man who has an opening into his stomach, pro- 
duced by a gunshot wound, is in New York, and a number of the 
physicians of this city have been experimenting with a view to ascer- 
tain the time required to digest food. A thermometer introduced 
into his stomach through the opening, rose to 101 Fahrenheit. The 
carrot, I)r. Bunting says, is consumed in five or six hours. Rare 
roast beef will thoroughly digest in an hour and a half. Melted 
butter will not digest at all, but float about in the stomach. Lob- 
ster is comparatively easy of digestion. Upon the .application of 
the gastric juice to a piece of purple tissue paper, the colour at once 
faded. In relation to the patient’s health, Dr. Bunting observed 
that it had been uniformly excellent, having, since his recovery from 
the first effects of tlie wound, supported a large family by his daily 
labour. These experiments do not differ materially from those made 
by Dr. Beaumont, twenty years ago. Mr. St. Martin is at present 
a little upwards of fifty years of age, of a spare frame, but appa- 
rently capable of considerable endurance. He is in excellent b<^ily 
health, and has much vivacity of manner. Tlie opening in his 
stomach has had no injurious effect upon his health, nor has it 
prevented him from pursuing active and severe labours. If he does 
not keep a compress to the aperture in drinking water or swallowing 
anything else, the whole contents of the stomach will pass out 
through that opening. Through this opening comes out a small 
part of the stomach, i. e., the inner coat, which shows its different 
appearance — thick or swollen when under the work of digestion, 
and thinner when the digestion is over. 


CYCLOPS MOKSTBOSITISS. 

Dr. Crisp has exhibited to the Zoological Society, the brain and 
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a sketch of the head of a monoculous lamb. It was born alive, 
at the full period of gestation, and weighed four-and-a-half pounds. 
There was one large eye in the centre of the forehead, anfl the 
nostrils were absent. Dr. Crisp remarked, that, although tho 
Cyclops variety of monstrosity was not very rare, but few cases were 
on record of the dissection of the brain. 

CAMELS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

The first importation of camels having proved so completely 
successful, the Government of the United States intend sending 
the store-ship Supply^ Captain Porter (which is now fitting out), 
for a second cargo. Thirty-four camels were introduced into Texas 
last year by way of experiment, and so satisfactory was the result 
that it is to be repeated . — Californimi Farmer. 

AUSTRALIAN PTEROPUS. 

Mr. Fairholme has communicated to the Zoological Society a 
few observations on the habits of an Austr.ilian Pteropus, a species 
of which genus is in the Society’s (lardens. lie stated it as well 
known in the southern parts of Australia in the summer months, 
but by far tlie largest flights are seen in the warmer latitudes. 
The attention is generally attracted to them, just jis daylight dis- 
appears, by the heavy flapj)ing sound of their wings, as they fly in 
great numbers overhead, all in the same direction. These flights 
often continuing to pass for many hours together, on their way to 
their feeding-places, generally about the banks of rivers, where 
tho tree known as the flooded-gum grows, on the leaves of which 
they feed. Mr. Fairholme was fortunate enough to have seen 
two of these })lace8 of assembly, — one on a small island in Moreton 
Bay covered with dense scrub, or jungle, another in the scrub 
close to his former residence, about forty miles inland from the 
Bay : — and he states, there would be no difficulty in procuring at 
Moreton Bay any number of young flying foxes, as the island on 
which they congregate is close to the anchorage for shif)H. 


CHEIRAMUfi MADOASCAllIENKIS, CUVIER. 

A LIVING specimen of the singular animal, the Aye- Aye, a native 
of the west coast of Madagascar, has been brought to Paris, and an 
account of its habits has been read before the Paris Academy of 
Sciences by Dr. Vinson. Some of the more remarkable peculiarities 
are as follows ; — 

The fore feet of the Aye-Aye are very slender, and the long fingers 
are tenninated by booked nails ; the longest of these is the ring or 
third, next the middle finger. This last, black, slender, resembling 
the foot of a large spider, is distinguished from the others, not by its 
form alone, but also by the purposes to which it is applied. The 
animal climbs trees, and hangs upon them by its ordinary fingers, but 
with the slender one it takes its food, carries it to its mouth, searches 
for larvss in the hark of trees, and with this filiform finger it drinks, 
which it never does with its lips directly. When drinking, it dips 
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the long finger into the liquid, and passes it rapidly through the 
mouth, in a manner licking it with its tongue ; the form of its lips, 
flattened horizontally, being wonderfully a^pted for this operation, 
which the animal repeats with great rapidity. 

The most remarkable attitude of the Aye>Aye is that of repose. 
Squatting upon its hinder legs, it places the head between the fore- 
feet, and brings oyer it the thick and bushy tail, of which all the hair 
is then expanded, and by degrees it covers itself entirely up as with 
a cloak. 

It was at first wild and fierce, endeavouringto hide itself from the 
presence of any one, but in the space of two months it became tame, 
remaining at liberty, and not attempting to escape. It was ex- 
tremely fond of ** caf^ au lait” and ''eau sucre,” drinking by means 
of its long finger, which it passed and repassed from the vessel to its 
mouth with incredible agility. Soon after its arrival it one day 
escaped, and was with difficulty recovered. It exhibited the activity 
of a monkey on the trees, leaping from branch to branch, and cross- 
ing wide spaces with an ease and agility equal to that of the 
“Lemur catta.” — Rev. et Mag. deZool.; Edin. New Philoa. Jov/r., 
No. 6. 


NEW BIBDB, ETC. 

Mr. Gould has exhibited and described to the Zoological Society 
a portion of the birds collected by Mr. J. M ‘Gillivray, the naturalist 
attached toH.M. surveying ship RatUemake, and lately sent home 
by Capt. Denham, the commander of the expedition. They were 
obtained in the Fijis, San Cristoval, Isle of Pines, and other islands. 
Mr. Gould named them as follows: — Centropus MUo, Janthamas 
hypoenocJiroa, Tv/raccena crassirostris, Lorius chhrocercus and Hirundo 
8ubfu8ca. These five birds are now deposited in the British Museum. 

Mr. Gould also described a new and very beautiful pigeon from 
the Solomon Islands, the only specimen he had ever seen, which was 
sent to him by Mr. Webster, who made an expedition io the above 
islands. This beautiful pigeon, certainly the most brilliantly coloured 
of the entire group, Mr. Gould named, in honour of Her Imperial 
Majesty the Empress of the French, Jotreron Engtnice. 

Mr. Sclater read a ** List of the Mammals and Birds collected by 
Mr. Bridges in tlie vicinity of the Town of David, in the Province 
of Chiriqui, State of Panama.” Mr. Sclater observed, that this was 
a very interesting locality to naturalists, being a stage in the passage 
between North American and South American zoology which had 
been very little explored. Among the mammals, the occurrence of 
a sloth and an anteater {Cyclothurns didactylus) was remarkable, 
these animals not having hitherto been observed so far north. Among 
the birds, of which forty-six species were obtained, and which pre- 
sented a singular admixture of Central American and New Grenadian 
forms, were two species apparently undescribed. These were a bush 
shrike, proposed to be named Thamnaphilus Bridgesi^ and a pigeon 
(Ototrygen chiriquentU). 

Mr. Sclater also read a Note on a Small Collection of Birds, from 
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the Island of Ascension^” which had been placed in his hands by Dr. 
Acland, of Oxford, for examination. The species were only six in 
number, all Natatores, and none of these of great rarity j but, as no 
previous notice exist^ of the birds found in that island, it was 
thought that their names were worthy of record, as a contribution 
towards a more accurate knowledge of the geographic range of 
species. 

Mr. Sclater also communicated a paper, by M. Jules Yerreaux, of 
Paris (Corresponding Member), ** On a New Form of Accipitres, 
proposed to be called Urubitomis.” The type was stated to be Uie 
bird named Circaetus solitaries by Tschudi, in his ** Fauna Peruana,” 
— and the genus seemed intermediate between Harpyhaliaetus and 
Unibitinga. Three specimens of this scarce eagle had lately been 
obtained, by Mr. Gurney, for the Norwich Museum, one of which 
(kindly sent by Mr. Gurney for that jmrpose) was exhibited. 


TROGONS, ETC. 

Mr. Gould has communicated descriptions and exhibited speci- 
mens of a new Ti’ogon and a new Odontoj)horus. Tlie fonner was 
very closely allied to Trogon pudZa^ being precisely similar in every 
character except that of the colouring of the breast, which is orange 
instead of scarlet. Mr. Gould characterized this Trogon under the 
name of Trogon aurantiiventris. The species of Odontophorus exhi- 
bited and described was nearly allied to Odontophorus guttatus^ but 
differs in the lighter colouring of the breast and the redder hue of the 
crest. Specimens of this bird, which Mr. Gould named Odonto^ 
pkorM Veraguanensiif were procured by Dr. Seeman, at Panama, 
and by Mr. Bridges, from near David, in Veragua. Mr. Sclater’s 
Descriptive Catalogue of the known Species of Tanagers, Part II., 
containing the genera Pyrrhocoma, Nemosia, Cypsnagra, Tachy- 
phomus, Trichothraupis, Eucometis, Lanio, Phaiuicothraupis, Lam- 
protes, Orthogonys, Pyranga, and Bamphocelus, w'as communicated 
to the meeting by the Secretary. 


BIRDS FROM NEW ZEALAND. 

Mb. Gould lias introduced to the notice of the Zoological 
Society two species of Birds from the New Zealand group of islands 
which he conceived to be new to science ; one, a magnificent parrot, 
pertaining to the genus Nestor ; the other, an equally interesting 
species of duck belonging to the genus Spatula. Both these birds 
were placed in Mr. Gould’s hands, for the purpose of describing, by 
Walter Man tell. Esq. The Nestor is by far the largest of the three 
species of tlie form now known, and is certainly one of the most 
interesting of the ornithological novelties lately discovered. It 
differs from its near allies, N. hypopolius and N. productus, in its 
greater and in the uniformity of its colouring. Mr. Gould 
characterized this bird under the name of Nestor notahilis. The 
shoveller forms the fifth species known of the genus Spatula. The 
species of this well-defined form previously described are ti. clypeata, 
S. rhynchotis, S. maculata, and S. capensis. For the present bird, 
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which made the fifth specieB, Mr. Gould proposed the name of 
Spatida variegata. 

STRANGE NOTES OF NEW ZEALAND BIRDS. 

Sir Thomas Tancred, Bart, states that in the Province of 
Canterbury, New Zealand, there are some small birds in the 
swamps, one of which has a very peculiar note, exactly like the 
squeaking of the iron wheel of a plough, or of a wheel-barrow which 
wants grease, Anotlier, frequenting the same locality, has a very 
distinct, short song, whicli it constantly reiterates, and seems to stop 
short in the midst. Some idea may be given of it by saying that it 
sings the first nine notes of the Agnes Polka, thus — 

— Edinhw'gh New PUUoiopkical Journal, No. 5. 


PHALTRIA PLAV1CEP8. 

Mr. P. L. Solater has reiul to the Zoological Society a note on 
Pmltrla Jlariccps, an American species of the Parine genus Psaltria, 
and cxhil)ited a specimen of this little-known bird, which had been 
named ^Eglthalus Jlarlcej^s by Professor Sinidevall, of Stockholm, 
and Conirostruia oraatum by Mr. Lawrence in the Annah of the 
Xiir York Lyceum. Mr. Sclater, however, considered that it 
ouglit to be placed in the genus Psaltria, — of wliich two North- Ame- 
rican species were given by Mr. Cassin, in the syno]»8i8 of North- 
Ainerican Parina*, contain^ in his volume on the Birds of Cali- 
fornia and Te^'as, 



MEXICAN BIRDS. 

Mr. Sclater has laid before the Zoological Society a Catalogue 
of the Binls hitely collected by M. Auguste Sail*? in Southern 
Mexico, and pointed out the princij>al novelties in the collection, 
which ciuisisted of 2J13 sjiecies, and was principally formed near Cor- 
dova, in the state of Vera Cruz, and partly, also, in the vicinity of 
the Peak t»f Orizaba, in the state of La Puebhi. Mr. Sclater 
observed, that there were examples of many well-known South 
American forms in the present collection wdiich had not hitherto 
been noticed so far north ; the zoology of the hot Eastern seaboard 
which M. Sall^ explored being, as might have been expected, much 
more tropical in its character than the table-land of the interior, 
whence most Mexican collections have hitherto been brought. The 
species new to science were chanveterized under the following names : — 
Certhiola Mexicana, Anabates ruhafimsus and cervinigalaris, Anor 
hazenops rariegaiieeps, Xenops Mejcicanus, Sclerurus Mexicanus, 
Scytalopm prostheleucus, Parus meridionalis, Formicarius moniliger, 
Todirostrum dnereigiUare, Muscivora Mexicana, Eloenia variegata, 
Tyrannus speciosus, Pipranientalis, and Myiadestes unicolor. 
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THE WILD TURKEY. 

Mr. Gould has exhibited to the Zoological Society the magnificent 
skin of a Wild Turkey which had been transmitted to liini from 
Mexico by the late M. Floresi. This on comparison with the wild 
turkey of North America, a specimen of which was on the table, 
appears to be perfectly distinct from it; and the object of Mr. Gould’s 
communication was not only to characterize this unnamed species as 
MeleagrU Merkana^ but to establish the fact, that tliis hitherto 
unnoticed bird is the true original of the domesticated turkey of 
Europe. 


NEW TURKEY. 

The Queen has ]>resented to the Zoological Society a large and bril- 
liantly- colouredispecies of Turkey (Mticaffris occUafa) which has been 
known for many years to inliabit the vicinity of the Lake Peten, near 
the confini's of the provinces of Vera i\*iz and Pelize, Central 
America: hut so rare is even the skin of the I)ird in tiiis country, 
that a stuife<l sjacimen is valued by dealers at about forty guineas. 
The late Earl of Derby, who was most zealous in his endeavours to 
imjirove the breeds of birds likely to be serviceable for food, went to 
the expense of sending collectors out to Honduras, almost solely 
with the view of procuring living specimens of this turkey for his 
aviary at KikjwsIcv. For nearly twenty years his lordship looked 
forward to the gratification of possessing the species, but all attemiits 
to bring it alive to England failed. This, we are ha])py to announce, 
has at length been acconqdished by Mr. Skinner, the well-known 
collector of orchideous plants of Guatemala, assisted by Captain 
Wilson, of the West India mail packet Parana. Mrs. Stevenson, 
the lady of H.M. Sujjcriiitendent of Pelizc, possessed a fine cock 
ocellated turkey and tw(> liens, which she was desirous of presenting 
to the Queen, and Mr. Skinner undertook the delicate task of bring- 
ing them to England. They are taller, thinner, ami moie erect than 
the common turkey, with the plumage marked with iridescent pea- 
cock-like eyes, the legs being pink, and the head of a peculiar soft 
clear grey-blue, crested with clear, bright orange warts. TJiey arc 
to he seen at the Society’s gardens, in the Regent’s-park. 


niRDK FORMING GUANO. 

M. A. Raimonde, j^rofessor of Natuial History at Lima, was sent 
in 1853 by the Peruvian Government to the Cliincha Islands, in 
order to ascertain the ipiantity of Guano existing in these islands. 
During a sojourn of more than six weeks he made observations on 
the origin of the guano defiosit. and on the birds to which it owes its 
existence. In some places the guano deposit is thirty metres in 
depth. From the bodies of animals, as well as from various manu- 
factured articles found in it, he concludes that the deposit belongs to 
the present epoch of the earth’s history. The birds observed during 
his visit were Ptltcanus mujus, Molin ; Curio Gaimardiif Lesson ; 
C.aliif/ulaf Brandt; >S'u/aram<jra<a, Tschudi ; Sphenwcus Jlu^holdtii, 
Meyeii ; Plotus anhing^ Lin. ; Rhyncoi>8 nigra, Lin. ; Larm 
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modestuSf Tschudi ; Puffinaria Oamotii, Lesson; Sterna inca. 
Lesson. These species do not all live constantly on the islands; 
some of them only appear at the breeding season. The pelicans do 
not appear to pr^uce much guano, as they almost alwa 3 rs inhabit 
the cliffs, and their excrement falls into the ocean. The same may 
be said of the species of Carbo. The species of Sula contribute 
more to the deposit, their numbers being greater, and their habita- 
tions being more in the interior of the islands. The species of 
Plotus and Bh 3 moops are very rare ; those of Lams are more nume- 
rous. The Stemas only visit the islands to lay their eggs, but their 
numbers are so very great that they must contribute in a great 
measure to the formation of guano. The Spheniscus abounds in the 
southern island, which is inlmbited. These birds not being able to 
fly, hollow out habitations for themselves in the guano. The birds 
which produce the largest quantity of guano are the Puffinarias ; 
their number is incalculable. — L'Jnstitutf May, 1856 ; £din. New 
Philos. Jowmalf No. 7. 

EDIBLE NESTS OP SWALLOWS. 

M. Huten, chief physician of the luvalides at Paris, states that 
these nests, collected in Java, are considered by the inhabitants as 
formed from fish spawn. The viscid filaments often seen hanging 
from the bills of the birds are said to be derived from the spawn. — 
Ibid. 


THE GREAT BUSTARD. 

A VERY fine specimen of this bird {Otis tarda) was, on the 3rd of 
January, 1856, taken near Hungerford, in Berkshire, just on the 
borders of Wiltshire. Mr. YarreU stated it to be a young male bird, 
in the third year. It is the only specimen that has been taken for 
many years in England. 

An interesting paper on the Bustard appeared in Fraser's McLga^ 
j»wc for September, 1854, believed to have been written by the Rev. 
Charles B^ham. It states that a bustard was shot in 1848 between 
Helston and the Lizard Point ; but this was a female bird. It is 
added that ** this is the first instance of the capture of the Great 
Bustard in Com wall, and the last instance known to us of the noble 
species in Great Britain.” Mr. YarreU, however, in a paper which 
he read before the Linmeon Society in 1858, mentions specimens 
having been taken in 1850, in Romney Marsh ; and in 1851 in 
Devonshire, but these were female biifla. 

The specimen taken near Hungerford, when captured had its left 
leg broken just above the knee-joint ; and although it show'ed fight” 
at first, it was ultimately very easily taken on the ground by the 
little boy who found it, and who caught hold of the end of the wing 
on the side of the diseased leg of the bird, and so, having been once 
thrown on its side, it became powerless. The wound on the leg is 
described as a stale wound, thought to be the result of shot by a 
ball, and not a common charge, as the limb was not shattered, but 
broken off. Tlie weight of the bird when captured was 184 pounds ; 
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and it measured from tip to tip of the wings 6 feet 8 inches. A 
clever engraving of the bird, by F. J. Smyth, appeared in the Illui- 
traied Londiin Newt for Feb. 16, 1866. 

On Feb. 12, this fine specimen, mounted, was exhibited to the 
Zoological Society. Mr. Gould, after paying a compliment to Mr. 
Leadbeater for the manner in which the specimen had been got up, 
made some general remarks on the great bustard, giving its various 
ranges throughout the world, and regretting that, from the prog^s 
made in the science of agriculture and various other causes, it might 
at the present time be considered as extinct in this island. 


THE BITTEBH. 

Dr. Crisp has exhibited to the Zoological Society some parts of 
the anatomy of the common Bittern {Botaurus ttellarit), two of which 
birds, now comparatively rare, had recently been shot on the eastern 
coast of Suffolk. The stomach, which was exhibited, was large, and 
contained near its cardial orifice a circle of gastric glands ; a roach, 
weighing about four ounces, was digested at this part, but the tail, 
which was in the oesophagus, was intact. 

NEW PIGEON. 

Mb. G. K. Gray has communicated to the Zoological Society a 
paper “ on a new Species of Pigeon,” which had passed a portion of 
its existence in the Society’s Gardens, and which he had every reason 
to suppose had remained hitherto undescribed. It belonged to the 
same division as the Garnet- winged Pigeon of Latham {Oolumba 
crythroptera, Gm.), which has been placed in Dr. Beichenbach’s sub- 
genus Phlegoenas by H. I. H. Prince Bonaparte ; but considering 
the numerous divisions that have been formed in this class of birds 
Mr. Gray thought it might with equal propriety be divided from it. 
The bird was characterised under the name of Calcenat {Phlegcenat) 
Stairi. 


BABE SNIPES. 

A FINE specimen of the Scolopax Sahinij or Sabine’s Snipe, was 
shot by Martin T. Smith, Esq., M.P., on the 17th of October last, 
in a turnip field at Raynham, near Fakenham, Norfolk, and is now 
in the possemion of the son of the hon. gentleman, a member of 
Trinity College, Cambridge. The genus of which this bird is a hand- 
some specimen is so rare in this country, tliat Macgiliivray could 
not refer to a specimen in his British Water Birds, but was obliged 
to transcribe the description of Mr. Vigors (who announced its ^s- 
covery in the 14th volume of the Transactions of the Linnasan 
Society). It is of the snipe kind, but is distinguished from every 
Other species of Scolopax by the total absence of white from its 
plumage, or any of those lighter tints of ferruginous yellow which 
extend more or less in stripes along the back of them all. In general 
appearance it bears a greater resemblance to Scolopax Rusticola than 
to any other European Scolopaces, but it may immediately be recog- 
nised as belmiging to a different station in the genus, the two exterior 
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toes being united at the base for a short distance, as in the greater 
number of the congeneric species, while those of Scolopax Jlmticola 
are divided in the origin. Three birds possessing the same characte- 
ristics as this specimen have been previously shot in England 
(according to Thompson), 10 in Ireland ; in Gotland, none at all. 
The bird now alluded to agrees with Mr. Vigors’ description in every 
respect. 


POLISH FOWLS. 

Mb. Woodwabd has exhibited to the Zoological Society living 
specimens and preparations illustrating the very remarkable peculi- 
arities existing in the skulls of the feather- crested variety of domestic 
fowl, now known as Polish. In these biids the anterior portion of 
the frontal bone is expanded into a large spherical tuberosity or cyst, 
which is partly osseous and partly membranous. The anterior ^r- 
tions of the biain are entirelj? contained in this tuberosity, being pro- 
tected from external injury solely by the feathers of the crest and 
the integuments ; the posterior portions are situated, as usual, in the 
cavity of the cranium, and as the communication between it and the 
tuberosity is constricted, the brain necessarily assumes the form of an 
hour-glass, the anterior being the larger portion. This very extra- 
ordinary structure, which is well developed even before the escape of 
the chick from the shell, was noticed by Peter Borelli in 1656, and 
again described, wdth many errors, by Blumenbach, in De Niaus 
Formutivi Ahcrratwnihm, 1S13. Blumenbach states that it is con- 
fined to the females, which is incorrect, — that the fowls are remark- 
ably stupid, w'hereas their instincts do not aj)pear to differ in the 
slightest degree from those of the other non- incubating varieties of 
domestic fowl, — and, lastly, that the tuberosity is caused by a tight 
constriction of the integuments, which, however, does not exist. 
Palliis, who also notices the peculiarity, erroneously attributes it to 
a cross with the Meleagns — and the description of a very old speci- 
men in the Catalogue of the Museum of the College of Surgeons 
sUtes it to be the result of disease, whereas it is the normal condition 
in all largely-crested fowls. 

THE NEW ELECTRIC FISH FROM OLD CALABAR. 

The Rev. Mr. Waddell, of Old Calabar, has communicated to 
Mr. Andrew' Murray the following additional information respecting 
the new Electric Fish {M clapterurw BeninensiSf Mur.) described in 
the Year-Book of Facts, 1856, p. 143. 

I e four electric flsh in a large basin, the largest abont six inches long, and 
as thick as the neck of a quart bottle ; the smallest about three inches long, and 
the thie^ess of your fin^r. They have been there in a healthy state for some 
months. I procured eight small fishes, varying from two to three and a half 
inches in length, which I put in with the others. The electric fish continued, as 
usual, side by side, quiescent at the bottom, while their visitore swam and darted 
about iu a lively manner, and even ventured down among their dangerous nei^- 
bours, rousing them to activity, passing through their ranks, and disturmng 
them not a little, without seemine to be either afiraid of them or molested by 
them. They frequently rubbed aiaes without any effect similar to what 1 had be- 
fore observed bemg pi^uced. I retired, but returned in half an hour, when I 
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then found the neir*conien, all but one, the largest of them, l^g at the bottom 
among the electric fish. Having taken out the seven which were evidently 
struck, I found four of the smallest quite dead and stiff, their backs twii.tod or 
curved, and their mouths gaping open. Three of them, though much benumbed, 
revived when transferred to another basin of water, and, after an hour or two, 
recovered perfectly, and were as lively as before. The one which escaped at llrst 
was left with his dangerous companions, but was not so lively as at the first. It 
would swrim about a little, then sink, again rise and make a few darts, and then 
sink again. Tired of watching him, I went on with my book, but after a little 
returned, and found him quite dead^ his back curved downwards very consider- 
ably, and bis mouth raping half an inch open. Taking him by the tail, 1 lifted 
him out as stiff as if frazen, and further, observed his colour quite gone ; a very 
dark-brown before, he was now as pale aa ashes. I had noticed something of 
this change of colour in the first four affected, but not of so marked a kind aa in 
this last one. The three which recovered from the first attack remained to be 
tried again, and were put in writh the electric fish a second time, when quite 
strong and lively. They swam and firisked slmut as playfully and saielj aa on the 
first occasion, and I watched them intentlv, and for a lon^ time than before, 
but observed no movement on the jifurt of the electric fish, though the others 
■braetimes darted down among them. I left them as before, and alter a little re- 
turned, when all three were lying benumbed at the bottom. Being removed to 
another baain, one of them reviv^, the others were dead. Obviou^y they were 
not so severely struck as the others had been, the powers of the electnc fish 
being probably by this time somewhat weakened. The one that still survived 
recovered completely to admit of anew experiment. If yon ask me what do they 
live on P 1 cannot answer. Those with me eat nothing. They are on my study 
table, and I see them daily, but give them nothing. Even their water is seldom 
changed, yet are they strong and lively. I cannot learn that they have been 
ever found larger than a herring . — Proceedingt qf the Royal Phyiieal Society of 
Edinburgh. 


KEEPING FI6U ALIVE. 

A French fisbennau, of Bemiremont (Vosges), named Noel, has 
discovered a means by which fish may be carried alive a great dis* 
tance. The apparatus consists of a tin case separated into two 
parts by an open-work partition. In one of these the Hsh are placed, 
and in the other is fixed a mechanical contrivance for keeping up 
a considerable supply of air in the water. This discovery is due to 
Noel’s having observed tliat trout always perfer agitated waters, as, 
he supposed, containing a greater quantity of air than still waters. 
He accordingly endeavoured to find the means of supplying a great 
quantity of air to water, and ultimately completed tlie apparatus 
w'hich has proved successful. 


ARTIFICTAL BREEDING OF FISH. 

M. Costs has brought before the Paris Academy of Science, a 
curious physiological fact, as well as one of some importance in an 
economic point of view. A lake trout, iSalmo lemanus, Cuv., reared 
from ova artificially impregnated, and batched in his ponds in the 
College of France, has spawned naturally on the 12th November, 
upon a bed of gravel, previously prepared, at a particular part of 
the reservoir, where it was wished to make it deposit its ova. This 
trout, reared in the narrow fish-ponds devoted to the experiments of 
M. Coste, was two years and a half old, 35 centimetres in length, 
weighed 750 grammes, and produced 1065 ova. These have now 
been impregnated by ^e mide of a common trout {Salmo fario) of 

p 
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the age only of nineteen months. — Rev. et Mag. de Zool. ; Edinburgh 
Philosophical Journal^ No. 6. 


AKTIFICIAL BREEDING OF SALMON. 

A Correspondent writes from Perth, March 4 : — We are now 
able to state that one, the first of the pond-bred fish has been caught 
as a salmon. The fish was caught on Saturday morning by Mr. 
John Young, Watergate, at some of his fishing stations between 
Soggieden and the mouth of the Earn. Mr. Young, thinking that 
BO many pond-reared fish had been taken last year as grilse, 
thought it unnecessary to send it to Mr. Buist, superintendent of 
the fishings for his inspection, but sold it to a pJirty in town, which 
was unfortunate, as its identity as a pond-bred fish would have been 
more completely ascertained. We have seen Mr. Young, and he 
had not the least doubt of it being a Stormouutfield fish, and sold it 
as such. Mr. Young caught a number of the fish as grilse himself 
last summer, and is quite qualified to speak to the marking on the 
fish. The salmon weighed lO^lbs., and was a beautiful shaped fish, 
and, when brought to table, was declared rich in flavour. The ovum 
which produced this fish was deposited in the boxes at Stormount- 
field, by Kamsbottom, in November or December, 1858, and batched 
in March or April, 1854. It is now, therefore, certain that in about 
two years from the hatching of the ovum, the fish ascends the river 
as a salmon, and that an artificial reared fish is equal, if not superior, 
to one reared in the river. Mr. Young is certain that many more 
pond-bred salmon will be taken yet this spring, and has promised to 
let the superintendent know when he takes any more. It is a great 
pity that it is so difficult to make the fishermen on the river alive to 
the importance of reporting the fish when caught. There is still no 
appearance of any of its ova deposited this year chipping the shell. 
The keeper, how'ever, reports the eggs healthy : no addled ones are 
to be seen. 


THE herring. 

The controversy regarding the habits of the Herring, going on 
among fishermen and naturalists, has led one of the former class to 
give his experience, which is as follows : — 

1. Herrings spawn on rocks or rocky -bottomed ground. They will never 
spawn on soft ground where the surface is friable or moveable, because the 
spawn would not adhere, and very young herrings will never be found on soft 
ground, but are only to be seen in the vicinity of rocks or rocky ground. 2. 
All old or full-grown herrings caught off Peterhead and its locality come right in 
fVom the deep sea in shoals, larger or smaller, in search of spawnuig ground. 3. 
After herrium have spawned they take off to the deep sea like a race-horse. 
They fly quit^y through the water, swimming lightly on or near the surface. 
A fisherman can know a shoal of spawned herrings at sea from their motions. 
A shoal of full fish will swim deep in the water and move slowly. 4. Full fish 
oomine in from the deep sea upon hard or spawning mround will not migrate far 
flpom the localitT till they spawn, and then they will fly off. 6. The full herrings 
caught at Peterhead are those come in from deep water in search ot spawming 
ground. 6. The young herrings caught ofi Peterhead and locality in July and 
afterwards are those spawned on the coast. The great catch at Peterhead for 
twro or three nights last season, proceeded from shoals come in from the deep 
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sea, in soarcli of spavminff fpround, mixing with shoals of young herrings spawned 
on the ci>n««t. 7. A shoaTof full herrings appearing off Fraserburgh will remain 
there, and the Peterhead boats hare no chance of catching any of t hem unless 
they go there for them : because if it cotnes rough weather, they will be driven 
too” far off, and, in moderate weather, they n ill not leave the locality of the 
spawning ground. 8. On the other hand, a shoal of full herrinpi appearing off 
Peterhe^ would have no ehanee to migrate to Fraserburgh, because, once at 
spawning ground, they would remain there unless driven out to sea by rough 
weather, 8. An experienced fisherman, at the first of the season, will gei far off, 
perhaps twenty miles or more, to meet the shoals coming in from deep water. 
\Vhenever he falls in with them, knowing they are making for spawning ground 
in-shore, he wdll shorten his distance the following night, perhaps two or three 
miles, and eonlinue to shorten night afler night, until Iney are caught close 
in-shore. 10. Herrings are found on the coast all the year found, in dillercnt 
stages of adraneenieut. Those found from the end of the flsliing till about 
July of the succeeding year are those spawned on the coast. Fisherineii have 
seen young herrings in inj’riads, like “ bansticles,” otf the rocks in Crudeu. 
They are supposed to grow quickly. — y/ircr.o’.i.i Couriei'. 


OYSTER AND OTSTER-BEDH OP THE BRITISH SHORES. 

BY T C. KYTON, F. b.S. 

For the purposes of this IJcport, I sliall divide the subject into 
three sections — That relating to the oyster- bed h of England^ 
and the laws respecting them. %idly^ An account of tlic diflbrent 
lieds from my own observation.'!, and reports and information that 
have been sent to me ; and, 3rd/v, an account of the natural history 
of the oyster, together with a short summary. The oystcr-fisherieft 
of England are of great antiquity. The luxurious Komans held 
tlio British oyster in great estimation, and they do not appear to 
have fallen off in that of the epicure of the present day. 

Numerous Acts of Parliament have been jia-ssed at different times 
for the protection of the fisheries. The last, under which the present 
free months are appointed, was passed in the present reign (Cth 
and 7th Viet, cap, 79), in consequence of a convention entered into 
between this kingdom and France. Section 45 enacts that the 
fisheries shall open on the Ist day of September, and shall close on 
the 30tli day of April. 

I have received reports from or visited the following oyster-beds : — 

Locb Eyan in the mouth of the Clyde. 

1'lie whole of the beds of North W ales. 

Loch Fyne, which is a lied of no commercial value. 

The whole of the Isle of Man beds. 

The Jersey, Guernsey, and Sark beds. 

The Kentish and Essex beds. 

The oysters whose spawn I am about to describe were taken in 
Loch Pyan on the 10th of July, and were forwarded to me in a 
box packed with w'et grass ; they were thirty-two in number, out 
of which only three proved in spawn. From a rough calculation, 
the number of animals contained in the spawn of one of these was 
about three millions, which I believe to be rather under than over 
the mark. The first I opened bail spawn exuded, and lying between 
the folds of the mantle in a mass ; it was of a purplish colour, and 
on examining it with a hand glass, I could perceive some motion, 
but on placing a small quantity on a glass plate underneath a half- 
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inch power in the microscope, I could clearly perceive that what I 
took for ova, in the first instance, were living animals varying 
slightly in form. They were furnished with cilia, which were in 
constant and rapid motion, were semitransparent, and had two 
reddish elongated dots placed on each side behind the cilia. They 
were very tenacious of life, the cilia moving until the water was 
dried up on the glass. Some that 1 placed in a little salt and water 
lived until the next day. 

Having examined the young oyster before it quits tlie parent shell, 
and also one year old, there are two gaps in the history to be deter- 
mined ; in the first place, is the oyster exuded from the ovaiy as 
ova, or in a living state? In the second, what are the inter- 
mediate states it goes through from that in which I have now seen 
it until it becomes attached to a stone, shell, or other substance ? 

From the summary reports of the different beds at different 
depths, it appe^s that the present fence months do not suit all 
beds, and that with proper management, the market might be sup- 
plied with oysters for several months more out of the twelve than 
it now is according to law. 

That the depth of water appears to exercise the principal influence 
in the time of spawning ; and that it is very doubtful on some beds 
in deep water if the oyster spawns at all, but that probabl}' the 
voung, when first thev make Uieir exit from the shell, are drifted 
troiu a neighbouring shallow bed to those in deeper water. 

That the commonly received opinion amonj^ fishermen and others, 
that the oyster deposits its spawm in masses, is entirely erroneous. 

That the oysters are best in shallow water, and near the entrance 
of a river into the sea, if the ground is suitable, and feed quicker 
in such situations ; the oysters also are lai^cr and coarser in deep 
water than shallow. 

Tlicse points are only put forward pro^dsionally, but I hope next 
summer to be able to clear them up, as well as to present to the^sso- 
ciation a more complete Rejiort. — Proctedinys of the Britith Asi(h 
ciation, 


SCTLLARUS ARCTDS. 

In Pennant’s British Zoology the only locality given for this 
species is Found by Dr. Borla^e on Careykillas in Mounts Bay.” 
A sj^ecimen of this rare crustacean was taken in the spring of 1658, 
near the same locality. It was caught in one of the pilchard nets 
in Pemberth cove^ about seven miles from Penzance, and was 
noticed by the fishermen as a species not known and not previously 
seen by them. It was procured from them by my active corre- 
spondent, Mr. H. J. Shearer, factor for Lord Falmouth, and sent 
down to be identified. — Ediiu New Philos, Joum., No. 7* 


LITBODES. 

The Secretary has read to the Zoological Society a paper, by Mr. 
Adam White, ‘'on Crustacea of the genus Lith^es, with a Brief 
Description of a Species hitherto unrecorded.” It was found by 
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Mr. Lobb, cast ashore after a violent storm, on the coast of Cali- 
fornia ; and, as it has some peculiarities of structure in its logs and 
antennsB, carapace and abdomen, distinguishing it from any other, 
Mr. White nameil it Lithodea ^petaloccrus, from the beautiful petal • 
like lobes of its antenme. 


BRITISH TEREBRATULA. 

M. Teoetiisier has exhibited to the Zoological Society prepara- 
tions of the mantle and oral apparatus of the recent British Torebra- 
tula {Tercbratula ca}mt aerpentis) specimens of which had been for- 
warded in a living state from Oban, Argyle, by J. Ijeokenby, Esq., 
of Scarborough. It appears that this shell, although a native of 
the deep Kca, can live a week out <)f water, if jdaced in a bottle or 
tin box with moist sea-weed. The valves are so accurately adjusted 
as to prevent the eseajio of the coiitiuned fluid. The mantle, arms, 
and cirri of this species are frosted over with radiated apicula, com- 
posed of carl>onate of lime, as described by Oscar Schmidt, and 
forming a beautiful objec t for the polariscope. To the Palreontologist 
this structural peculianty is extremely interesting, as it explains the 
]»rcHerv.ation of many [larts of the internal organization, including 
tiie «lelicate cirri in fossil Brachiopoda. Mr. Fraser exhibited 
several nu-e birds from the collection of T. C. Eytoii, Esq., of Eyton, 
and provisionally descrilied three new species. 


HAUOTIH ALBICANS. 

Dr. Gray has read to the Zoological Society a paper **on a Mon- 
strosity of Ifaiiotia Albicana^*^ of which Mr. Cuming had shown 
to him four sjHHjiiiiens, procured in Paris, — their peculiarity arising 
from having an elongated, continued slit occupying the place where 
the series of perforations are usually situat^ ; this sht extending 
more than one-third of the length of the spiral ridm on the outer, 
or left side of the whorl. Tlie slit does not extend to the margin (k 
the shell ; :uid there is generally a more or less deep pit on the 
inner surface at its extremity. When Dr. Gray first saw the shell, 
he was inclined to regard it as a monstrosity ; but when he con- 
sidered the uniformity of the peculiarity in the specimens he pos- 
sessed, and in those which had been seen by Mr. Chiming, he 
thought that it might be the type of a new fonn. A comparison, 
however, of the shell with the specimens of Haliotu albiecma in the 
British Museum, from Van Diemen’s Land, had induced him to 
believe that they were only varieties of that or some very nearly 
allied species, and that the |)eculi«uity of their structure was pro- 
duced by the locality they inliabit ; the absence of the shelly 
matter between the perforations being probably produced by the 
continued abrasion to which the shells had ‘evidently been exposed, 
either by some chemical peculiarity in the water, or by the attack 
of parasitic animals. 

DISTRIBUTION OF BRITISH LAND- SHELLS. 

The French have ever been remarkable for their attention to 
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natural history, even under the most disadvantageous circumstances. 
Examples of this are recorded in the history of the great expedition 
to Egypt under Napoleon I., and of the more recent French expe- 
dition to Algeria. We have now, in the Htruc ct Magasin de Zoo- 
logic f for December. 1855, a contribution to Crimean Zoology by Dr. 
L. Raymond, known by his researches made during the Algerian 
Expedition. These are published by M. Bourguignat in his Arne- 
nitSs Malacologiqueif and consist of a list of the land-shells of the 
genera Helix and Bulimus, observed during the last winter in the 
East, among which some new species are described. The following 
British species occur in the localities given below : — 

H. carthusiana. Very common at Gallipoli, Constantinople, 
Balkan, Varna. 

H. pUana. Constantinople, in the cemeteries, Silivri, on the 
shores of the Sea of Marmora. 

II. rirgata. Gallipoli, Constantinople, Bosphorus generally. 
(TI. maritinia, Drapardn. with the preceding very common). 

H. encetorvm. Around Constantinople, Adrian ople, &c., Varna. 

Bulimus acutua. On all the coasts of the Sea of Marmora and 
Black Sea. — Edinburgh New PkUosfphiccU Journal, No. C. 


SHELLS FROM THIBET. 

Mr. Woodward has exhibited to the Zoological Society, some 
land and fresh-water shells, collected by Dr. T. Thomson in Thil)et 
and Kashmir, in 1847-8, when he accompanied Major Cunningham 
and Captain H. Strachey in one of the most adventurous journeys 
ever m^e in the Himalaya. Ten of the eighteen sf»ccies arc Drltish 
shells, and the rest wiuely distributed Indian forms, one of which 
{Cyrena fluminalis, Miill.) formerly inhabited this country. J/t ii.r 
pulchdla and Zua luhHca were found in the alluvial clays of Iskardo, 
and Valvata piscinalis at Kashmir. These shells, so wddely dis- 
tributed, have also a very high iuitiquity, being found in the newer 
tertiary deposits of the Thames valley, associated wdth remains of 
the extinct elephant and rhinoceros. 


KXTERN.VL CH.VRACTERS OF ANIMALS. 

There have been read to the Linnsan Society, “Remarks on the 
influence of the sexual organs in modifying the external cliaracicrs 
of Animals,” by William Varrell, Esej., V.P.L.S, This papi r was 
illustrated by numerous drawings of insects, the common lobster, 
&c., presenting on the right side the characteristic form and mark- 
ings of the m^e sex, and on the left those of the female, or rice 
vertd. 


ENEMY TO THE LAMB. 

Dr. Crisp has exhibited to the Zoological Society specimens and 
ilrawings of the Strongytus flaritu which he discovered had lately 
pri'Ved 80 destructive to lambs in many parts of England. In several 
lambs examined by Dr. Crisp millions of these entozoa and their ova 
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were found in the bronchial tulles and in the intestinal canal. He 
believetl from various experiments made by him, that salt or sulphur 
given with the food, and the inhalation of sulphurous gas, would be 
the ino.st likely means of destroying these parasites. 

NEW LEPIDOPTERA. 

G. U. Gray has communicated to the Zoological Society a 
paper “on a new Species of Lepidopterous Insect,” included among the 
various novelties sent home by Mr. Macgillivrav during the voyages 
of H. M. ships Raitksnake and Herald. It belongs to the groat 
genus Papilio, and to the suli-division Omithoptera, and, like the 
other known species of that group, its flight is very elevated, so 
much so that it became necessary to employ powder and sliot to 
secure the sj>ecimen. No lejiidoptorous insect of its magnitude has 
hitherto been known from the locality of this species ; which is sup- 
posed to be either Solomon Islands, Aneitcum, New Hebrides, or 
the Figi Group, at any rate from one of the islands in the South 
I*acific Ocean. Mr. (}r.ay proposed the name of Papilio (Ornithop' 
fera) Victor U b for this splendid insect. 


COLEOPTEROUS INSECTS IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM. 

Mr. Adam White has communicated to the Zoological Society a 
paper, entitled “ A Decade of Descriptions of Coleopterous Insects in 
the Collection of the British Museum, hitherto apparently un- 
described.” In this decade ten 8]>ecies belonging to the families 
Prionidie, L.*imida;, and Cetoniadse were given and described under 
the following names : — Psalldocopftvt gcaher, Trar/orephala comi/essa, 
T. ckerrolatii, T.duralhf T, fiemmarla, T. (luerlnil, T. Buqaetiamaf 
Srhizorhina (^llvmipharU *) Emilia^ S. {Ihnupharis) Ida, Cetonia 
{Prot<Btia) procera. 

HOW THE ACTIAS SELENE ESCAPES FROM ITS COCOON. 

There have been read to the Zoological Society, extracts from a 
letter addressed to Mr. Adam White, of the British Museum, by Mr. 
Thomas Hutton, and dated Mussonee, November 27, 1855. It 
stated that he had despatched a box, rid Calcutta, on the 22nd inat., 
containing living Cocoons of A ctian selene, in order that an oppor- 
tunity may be afforded of witnessing the mode in which the moth 
effects its escape, as Mr. Hutton thinks the proceedings will be inte- 
resting to entomologists generally. Two cocoons are added, in which 
the pupa is dead, in order to show how distinctly visible are the w ing 
spines which formerly induced Mr. Hutton to name the genus 
“ Plectropteron” — a term which he still thinks more applicable than 
Actias, in which the generic characters make no mention of the spine. 
As this instrument exists in both the species found in India^ it will 
probably also be detected in A. luna of America ; and whe^er the 
generic name be changed or not, the characters must be revised. 
]^fore proceeding to separate the threads by the wing spines, Mr. 



232 


YEAB-BOOK OP FACTS. 


Hutton has ascertained that the moth ejects from the mouth a few 
drops of a clear, colourless fluid, with which the gum is dissolved, 
and it appears to use the tuft of down on the front, between the eyes, 
as a brush for the application of the solvent. This is a curious fact, 
as the genus, like Satuniiae, is said to have no mouth ! Mr. Hutton 
believes the fact to stand thus : — There is no mouth organized for the 
recepthn of nourishment, though sufficiently so to secrete the fluid in 
question, — this can be ascertained by dissection ; but that a fluid is 
ejected from that organ is a fact which he has repeatedly witnessed, 
and it is probable, therefore, that Saturnia and other genera secrete 
a similar fluid, and similarly apply it to the threads. Mr. Hutton 
wrote long since about the wing spine to Mr. Westwood, who 
doubted the fact of its existence. 

ANTS. 

A CURIOUS discovery is said to have been made by a French gentle- 
man, whose garden was most inconveniently invaded by .ants. They 
swarmed at Rambouillet in his flower-baskets and among his flower- 
beds to such a degree that it was impossible to attack them with 
boiling water without killing the plants. M. du Ribert therefore 
took another course. After stirring well up the ant heaps and 
removing the ‘‘eggs,” he scattered over them a few handfuls of 
guano ; and with such success, as he states, that his whole garden 
was presently cleared . — Oardeners Oironide. 


THE GLOW-WORM. 

The producer of this ethereal radiance is a most ordinary-looking 
brown insect, destitute of wings, and with little power to use its legs ; 
the male is winged and flies at night, not unfrequently to lights in 
houses. It would be delightful to think of such creatures as fed and 
nourished on tender plants and the honey of flowers, but the truth 
must be told ; and they are voracious eaters of flesh — the flesh of 
snails. The subject has been studied ; they have been taken in the 
act. It is too horrible to think of all the details of their history ; let 
us draw a veil over the scene ; and, as with some examples of human 
genius, be content with the ultimate lustre, without inquiring into 
minutiee of its origin and support . — The World of Insects ; hy J, 
W, Douglas, 


THl LKAF-INSEOT (PHTLLIUM SCTTHE). 

A LIYING specimen of one of this species of Leaf-Insect has 
been, for nearly eighteen months, an inmate of the hot- house of the 
Royal Botanic Ga^ens of Edinburgh. For the gp«atest period of 
its life, it so exactly resembled the 1^ on which it fed, that when 
visitors were shown it, they usually, after looking carefully over the 
plant for a minute or two, declar^ they could see no insect. It 
had then to be more minutely pointed out to them, and although 
seeing is notoriously said to he believing, it looked so absolutely the 
same m the leaves among which it rest^ that this test rarely satis- 
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fied them, and nothing would convince them that there waR a real 
live insect there, but the test of touch. It had to be stirred up to 
make it move, or still more commonly was taken off the plant, and 
made to crawl on the finger of the attendant ; and the excitement 
of this constant stirring up and handling was found to be so much 
the reverse of beneficial to the animal, that restriction on its days 
of receiving company was found to be indispensable. The public 
owe the gratification of seeing this curious insect in its living state 
to Mrs. Major Blackwood, who got a supply of eggs in the spring 
of 18^4, whence a pair came out on the Dth and 10th of May ; one 
or two followed every week till the end of May, when a week or so 
of cold weather occurred, during which no more came out ; but 
when fine weather again returned in the beginning of June, they 
again began to come out in greater numbers, from one or two of 
which was reared a speciinoti to {)erfection. A Fuchsia was first 
tried as their food, but this the insect soon left fur the common 
m 3 rrtle. It never sought to leave the plant till it was full grown, 
and furnished with wings, when it was found necessary to put a 
muslin l>oll-shaped cover over the plant, to prevent the insect flying 
away. The temperature of the house in which it was kept was as 
nearly 55*^ as could be maintained. 

Mr. Andrew Murray has communicated to the Edivhurgh NtV) 
Philosophical Jowrnai, No. 5, a notice of the above specimen, with 
remarks on its metamorphosis and growth, from which wo have only 
space to quote these few details : — After having reached the form of a 
six* legged jointed insect, it emerges from the egg by pushing off 
the lid. It comes out middle foremost, that is, its head and tail are 
packed downwards, so as to meet each other ; the 't>aok between 
them first appears, and they are drawn out next ; the legs aro extri* 
Gated last The colour of the insect at this stage is a reddish- 
yellow, something of the hue of a half-dried beech* leaf ; for it is to 
be observed, that although the colour of the insect varies at different 
periods of its life, it always more or less resembles a leaf in some 
stages. When it has once settled to eat the leaves on which it is 
placed, the body speedily becomes bright green. Among the leaves 
of the common myrtle it cannot be distinguished by the colour of 
the body (the legs are browner) ; and its habit of canyiug itself 
tends to add to the deception. It bears its tail generally curled up 
a little, just about as much bent as the m 3 rrtle leaf. As it bends 
its tail up, however, the curl would be the wrong way, unless the 
insect walked back downmost, which, in point of fact, is its constant 
habit, adhering to the underside of the leaves. This habit brings to 
light another beautiful contrivance for still farther heightening its 
resemblance to a leaf. The upper surface is opaque green, the under 
sur&ce glossy, glittering green, just the reverse of the myrtle or 
guava leaf ; so &at, by reversing its position, it brings the glossy 
side up and the dull side down. It is provided with tarsi to suit 
this upside-down mode of life. Between each of the claws there is 
a large spongy pad, which, as with flies walking on the ceiling, 
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enables it to adhere firmly to the leaf ; indeed it was always difl&cult 
to disengage its hold of anything it stuck to. 

The leaf- insect is subject to three moults, as is generally the caie 
with the Orthoptera. At the third moult, the full-grown wings and 
antennae were produced. The day previous to the casting of the 
skin, the insect was observed to be unusually lively, shaking and 
working about with its body, while the feet seemed firmly attoclied 
to the leaf. Before the moultings the insect became of a greyish 
tinge, doubtless caused by the skin having become loose, through the 
shaking process alluded to. 

After each of the first two moultings, the insect assumed a 
beautiful emerald-green colour, while after the last moult the body 
had a slight tinge of yellow round it. It subsequently gradually 
became yellower and brownish at the edge, }>as8ing through the 
different hues of a decaying leaf. Like the leaf it resembles and 
feeds upon, it seemed to decay on arriving at maturity : and it is 
to he observed that its sere and yellow leaf also occurred at the 
period of the year when the foliage assumes its autumnal tint, viz., 
in the end of September and beginning of October. How far the 
causes which bring about this result resemble each other in plants 
and animals will be an interesting subject of inquiry to the physiolo- 
gist, when wc have a better supply of the insect to experiment 
upon. Mr. Murray’s paper, in the Edinburgh New Philosophical 
Journal^ is illustrated with three coloured plates of the insect in 
its various stages. It is not an inch in length when hatched, and 
not much more at its first moult. In died in October, 1855. 

The genus has been long known through a species named by 
Latreille and succeeding naturalists, Phyllium sircifolium ; but the 
species properly entitled to this name is still uncertain, it having 
been at first supposed that there was only one species, and every 
specimen of a Phyllium having been referred to it. This confusion 
has been somewhat cleared up by Mr. George II. Gray, who, availing 
himself of the rich collection in the British Museum, published a 
Monograph of the genus, in the first volume of the Zoologist, in 
which he describes thirteen species, nine of which were new. The 
genus seems peculiar to the Eastern world ; three of the thirteen 
having come from the Philippine Islands, three from the East 
Indies and Ceylon, one from Java, one from Mauritius, and one 
from the Seychelle Islands. The locality of the remaining four 
species (among which is the old Ph. skcifolium) is unknown. The 
species with which we have to do, was described by Gray, under the 
name of Ph, Scythe, but without giving a figui-e of it, a w’ant which 
we have endeavoured to supply. It comes from Silhet, and the 
mountainous district of India adjoining Assam. Specimens of the 
female not unfrequently occur in the cases of insects sent from 
thence, but the male comes much more rarely. Mrs. Blackwood 
found both males and females, as well as the young insect in all 
stages, plentiful in the valleys below Cherrapoonjie in the Elasiah 
Hills, which form part of the southern boundary of the valley of 
Assam. 
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REPTILES AND FOOD. 

Dr. Crisp has exhibited to the Zoological Society toads, frogs, 
and slow- worms that he had kept during the winter, allowing that 
some reptiles would increase in size, and be apparently in good 
health, without food. Dr. Crisp stated his belief tluit tho statement 
recently made bv some writers, that toads and frogs might bo gene- 
rated w'ithout the usual metamorphosis of the tadpole state, was 
erroneous. 


TrRTLES. 

Professor Agassiz has stated to the Natural History Society 
of iloston, that he has been of late engaged in an investigation into 
the geographical distribution of the I’urtlea of North America. He 
has collected specimens from all parts of tho country, and he thinks 
he has obtained one or more individuals of nearly every species in 
North America, and that he has alive, in his yard at Cambridge, all 
sjiecies but three to be found in the United States projier. The facts 
relative to their ge«*graj»hieal di.stribution are now well establisheil, 
and his reasoning, in accounting for the iliversity of tho localities in 
which the Hame species are fouinl, is, that different individuals of tho 
same species are adapteil, by peculiar mganizations, to different cli- 
matic iiiHuences, and that there is no general hiw of distribution 
for which physical agents can account. 


roiHON OF rattlkhnakes. 

Some ex])criments have been made at th(5 Society of Arts to test 
the efficacy, as an antidote, of a root brought to this country by the 
Hon. li. Temj»lc; and which, if not the veritable guaco so famed 
among the Indian tribes for its mediciriul pniperties, resembles it 
closely in appearance, belongs to the same class of Serjientaria, and 
is reputed throughout Central America to possess similar virtues. 
Mr. Temple, w'hile admitting tlnU there was reason to doubt whether 
botanists would accept the herb as identical with guaco, observed 
that it was so regarded by the natives of Honduras, who invariably 
had recourse to it w’hen bitten by snakes — a calamity to which they 
were constantly liable while employed in cutting down logwood and 
mahogany, or engaged in the pursuit of game. The venom of the 
snake is so rapid in its action that an immediate apjilication of the 
antidote was of couise an essential condition of recovery, and it was 
the ]>ractice of the natives to administtr the herb both externally 
and internally with as little delay as (Kissiblc. The stalk, leaf, and 
root were all suppose<l to be e<|ually efficacious, and after the patient 
had taken a strong dose of the tincture or infusion, it was customary 
Ui apply a poultice of the leaves to the wound. Whether the powers 
ascribed to this herb by the snake-channers and natives of Central 
America were real or imaginary, and whether the efficacy of the plant 
was universal, f*r limited to the bites of the reptiles indigenous to that 
part of the world, were problems which yet remained to be solved, 
and which assuredly deserved the attention of jiatbologists. U’jie 
experiments were not successful. Some eight or nine drachms ol' 
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the infusion were given by Dr. Chambers to a healthy rabbit, which 
was then put into the same box with two pulF- adders of the deadliest 
reputation. On being taken from the cage the same infusion was 
again administered, and the wound was fomented ; but the hind legs 
became rapidly paralysed, tetanic convulsions supervened, and, 
though a small dose — not more than two drachms— of the tincture 
was ^ven, the animal lan^ished and died in thirty-five minutes from 
the time it was bitten. Owing to the contraction of the jaws, hut 
little of the second dose of the infusion reached the stomach of the 
rabbit, and Mr. Temple was of opinion that the tincture would have 
afforded a fairer test, inasmuch as it had been prepared from the 
herb in a comparatively &esh state, whereas the infusion was made 
from the dry root, which may possibly be of inferior strength. 


SEA-MILK. 

The phenomena described by mariners under this name are occa- 
sioned by the presence of phosphorescent animalcules. They are 
especially produced in the intertropical seas, and they app^r to be 
chiefly abundant in the Gulf of Guinea and in the Arabian Gulf, 
the most part of the observations referring to these two localities. 
In the latter, the phenomenon was known to the ancients more 
than a century before the Christian era, as may be seen from a 
curious passage from the geography of Agatharchides ; Along 
this country (the coast of Arabia) the sea has a white aspect 
like a river ; the cause of this phenomenon is a subject of astonish- 
ment to us.” 

An explanation of the phenomenon may possibly be found in the 
beautiful experiments upon the phosphorescence of the sea, which 
have been made at Boulogne in 1850 by M. Quatrefages. This 
naturalist has discovered l^t the NoctUuccs which produce that 
phenomenon do not always give out clear and brilliant sparks, but 
that, under certain circumstances, which he has studied with much 
care, this light is replaced by a steady clearness, which gives in 
these animalcules a white colour. We may thus understand how, 
when these animals are in considerable masses, they may present 
this steady clearness, and colour the sea white to a great extent. 
Noctilucce do not appear to be the only animals which possess this 
property. Thus, in an observation of M. Grafton Chapman, the 
animalcules producing the white tint and phosphorescence were pro- 
bably gregarious animals of the genera Salpa and Pyrofoma. 

These white colours, like the red, appear frequently, though not 
always, in the same localities. The following example has been 
observed in the neighbourhood of the Cape de Verd Islands : it is 
taken from the narrative of the voyage of the Fsnw, by M. Dupetit- 
Thouars : — 

On the 18th of Jannaxy, 1837, at two o’clock, having perceived that the sea 
had changed colour, we sounded, and did not find a bottom at 300 fathoms. The 
changed colour of the water did not then seem to be attributable to the quality 
of the bottom, but more truly to the presence of little animalcules or moilusos, 
named ** B^nid” by the En^h. These waters which appear coloured, do not 
change their place to any sensible degree, in fact in severe voyages I have met 
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-jnth them in the same position j but, not wishing to content myself with only 
quoting what 1 have met with myself, I will say that in this track we found them 
in lat. 21° 29' 39^' H”., and long. 21° 45' 30'^ W . of Paris ; that Pr^ier, m hia 
“ Voyage to Chili*' in 1712, found them in lat. ^1° 21' N., and long 21° 39' W. ; 
and tne American Captain Fanning met with them, on the 12th of July, 1797, in 
lat. 21° 48' N., and long. 28° 60 Greenwich. All these observations go to prove 
that those coloured waters are limited, and it seems to me that they must be 
tb(‘ same as those which were seen in the voyages which we have quoted, since 
the positions are nearly identical. — M. Camille Dareefe ; Annales dee Sciencee 
NcUureUee. 


BOTANY. 

schleidbn’b views of embryooent. 

Professor Henfret has communicated to the British Association 
the fact that Schleiden and his pupil Schacht have changed their 
opinions relative to the development of the Embryo in plants. In 
place of maintaining that the extremity of the pollen-tube formed the 
first cell of the embryo, they believe that the germinal vesicles exist 
in the embryo sac before fecundation in the form of protoplasmic 
corpuscles, which acquire their cellular coat after the fertilization by 
the agency of the pollon-tube. The experiment of Dr. Kadlkofer, of 
Munich, seems to have been the means of convincing Schleiden of his 
error. Schacht has confirmed these views by his researches on the 
process of fertilization in Gladiolus segetim. 


FORESTS IN INDIA. 

Dr. McClelland’s Beport, taken in connexion with Dr. Fal- 
coner’s Report on the Forests of the Tenasserim provinces and Dr. 
Cleghom’s on the Forests of Madura and Malabar, prove — 

1. That the forests of Southern India and Pegpi are approaching 
rapidly to exhaustion. 2. That the first step necessary to check this 
process is a more effective organization of the forest department of 
the government of India. Instances are recorded in the Tenasserim 
provinces of the indiscriminate felling of teak trees of all ages. Trees 
with a straight bole of 100 feet, and trees with the wood not yet 
hard, were all hewn down alike. In some forests the axe never 
ceas^ for twenty years. In others every teak tree was removed. In 
Malabar the destruction had not been so extensive, and steps had 
been taken to prevent the further deterioration of the forests. 

In Pegu, it appears that the Burmese Government and the squatters 
have overworked the forests in a most reckless manner. Trees of all 
sizes and ages were allowed to be cut, and it was stated that upwards 
of 70 per cent, of the trees cut were under- sized. In some places the 
forests have been worked unceasingly for thirty years. Exclusive of 
trees felled or killed, there remain in the northern forests about 
520,000 teak trees, which at the utmost will allow thinning to the 
extent of 25,000 trees a year. ’This number will soon be exceeded, 
and the forests will thus speedily disappear, unless measures are taken 
for renewal of the trees, which it is not the interest of the lessees to 
provide for. 
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BRITISH OAKS. 

Dr. Lindley has offered to the Horticultural Society some 
remarks “ on the subject of British Oaks.” The question was 
whether there are two kinds of oak. This has been disputed, and 
he doubted much whether any two persons would agree as to what 
constitutes the difference between them. He would, however, direct 
attention to a sketch of the appearance they present in their most 
dissimilar state. There grows, he stated, in the New Forest what 
is called the Durmast oak, which is known to botanists as Querciis 
aessili flora and the common oak, or Q. pcdunculata, so called from 
the acorns being produced on long footstalks. In the opinion of 
foresters there are several varieties of these two sorts. It is gene- 
rally supposed that the Durmast and common oak differ only in the 
acorns ; but that is a misconception. It will be seen, he said, that 
the Durmast has broader and rounder leaves with shorter footstalks 
than the other kind. Specimens of both were exhibited. They are 
also more glossy and not so notched as in the common oak. There 
is a difference in the leaves and in the acorns. If a young sprig of 
the Durmast is compared with the other, it will be found that there 
is a difference between the two — the buds are larger, and, as com- 
pared with the common oak, there is also a difference in the struc- 
ture of the wood. It will be seen, he remarked, that what are 
called the medullary rays are large and broad in the one case, and 
small and thin in the other. A specimen of the wood of each was 
here exhibited, which showed that the rays in the Durmast were 
small, whilst those in the common oak were large and more easily 
distinguished. The wood of the latter was also stated to rend more 
easily than the other. Such was stated to be the differences that 
exist between the common oak and the Durmast in their ordinary 
state. The Durmast was said to grow one- fourth quicker than 
the common oak, and to be equally durable. 


EXPERIMENTS IN THE BOTANICAL GARDEN OP THE ROYAL 
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, CIRENCESTER. 

Professor Buckman, in this paper, read to the British Associa- 
tion at Cheltenham, first described the soil and situation of the 
locale occupied as his garden, which, from being situate on Forest 
Marble clay, is of a somewhat sterile character. The experimental 
portion is divided into 200 plots, most of which are 2 4 yards square, 
some double that size, and a few still larger, now engaged in expe- 
riments with various manures. The plots are employed at the 
present time with crops mostly experimental, in the following 
classes : — Grasses, 82 ; Papilionaceous feeding- plants, 25 ; crops 
for green food, 12 ; wheat, 6 ; garden vegetables, 5 ; turnips, expe- 
riments with manures, 14 ; economic plants, 13 ; flowering and orna- 
mental plants, 40 : total, 197. For the grasses many observations 
were given tending to show that several so-called species prove in 
cultivation to be varieties, — ^instances of which were given in the 
following genera — Bromus, Festuca, and Agrestis. One case in 
particuW of the three following forms of Festuca, F. loliacta, F, 
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prateruiSf and F, elatior, was shown to have been produced from 
the same seed by the gradual change of the hrst two into the latter. 
In the Papilionacese the author pointed out the production of the 
spring and winter varieties of Vetch from the V. angustifolia. In 
tbe genus Trifolium he made the following remarks on T.pratense 
and T. medium. The T. proiemt occurs wild in all good and rich 
meadows and pastures ; its place, however, in poor sandy soils is 
supplied by the T. medium^ on which account the latter plant was 
some few years since introduced into agriculture to insure a crop 
when the former usually failed. The seedsmen used to supply it 
under its botanical name of T. medium ; but it is a curious circum- 
stance that all the samples of this seed now in the market show it to 
be but a variety of T. pratense^ and hence, at present, the best- 
informed seedsmen no longer send it out under the original botanical 
designation of T. medium^ but under tiiat of T. pratcTise perenne — 
the fact being well established that we have two varieties of broad 
clover in cultivation, whilst the true T. medium has been entirely lost 
to agriculture ; and the whole evidence with respect to this subject 
showed that it has not been lost from neglect, but that it has merged 
into T. pratenac ; and if so, it remains as a most interesting matter 
for experiment, especially when it is considered that no doubt has 
been entertained by botanists of their distinction as species. Many 
experiments of a like kind were described, and their practical 
utility clearly pointed out. 

peruvian-bark tree. 

The trees yielding Peruvian bark, which grow at an elevation of 
7000 to 8000 feet on the Andes, have for a long series of years 
been felled for the sake of their bark, and no pains was taken to 
replace them. Fears have naturally been entertained that, ere 
long, the supply of bark, and consequently of Quinine, would fail. 
Efforts have consequently been made to transplant the tree into 
countries where it is supposed the climate would be suitable. Dr. 
Boyle has taken measures for introducing Cinchona Calisaya or the 
yellow bark- tree into the higher regions of India ; and of late years 
the Dutch Government have employed Mr. Hasskarl to transport 
plants of various species of Cinchona from North America to Java 
and other parts of the Dutch East Indies. These attempts have 
been successful ; and the reports, in regard to the growth of the 
plant, are such as to lead to the expectation that, ere long, the 
Peruvian-bark trees will be scattered over extensive districts, and 
will thus be saved from destruction . — Edinburgh New Philosophical 
Jowmal, No. 9. 


hedge-row weeds. 

Every cultivator knows that the old adage, ** One year’s seeding, 
seven years’ weeding,” is scarcely an exaggeration of the increased 
hoe labour and fallowing caused by one year’s neglect to destroy the 
weeds. That it is scarcely an exaggeration is evidenced by the 
single fact that 8000 seeds have been ripened in one poppy head. 
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But we have still fuller information than this, for Mr. Morton has 
published the following list of weeds, with the number of seeds 
obtained from a single plant of each, and the date of the gathering : — . 


Black mustard . 






. 8000 . 



Aug. 17 

Charlock . . . 






. 4000 . 



Sept. 18 

Shepherd’s purse 
Hedge mustard , 






. 4600 . 



— 9 






. 6400 . 



Oct. 13 

Cow parsnip . . 
Fool’s parsley , 






. 6000 . 

. 6000 . 



Aug. 17 

Com bindweed . 






600 . 



Sept. 86 

Henbit nettle . . 






. 2000 . 



— ■■■ 

Bed Bartsia . . 






. 4800 . 



Oct.l 

Dandelion . . . 






. 2040 . 




Hard-head scabious 





. 4000 . 



Sept. 10 

Blackhead . . . 






. 8000 . 




Nipplewort . . . 
Stuudne chamomile 





. 8400 . 

. 40,660 . 



Sept. 23 

Mayweed . . . 






. 46,000 . 



Oct. 14 

Ox-eye daisy . . 
Burdock . . . 






. 16,000 . 

. 24,620 . 



S^t^lS 

Oot.l 

Sowthistle . . 






. 19,000 . 



— 

Grotmdsel . . , 






. 6600 . 



Sept. 10 

Stemless thistle . 






600 . 



— 8 

Musk thistle . . 






. 3760 . 



Oct. 13 

Cora cockle . . 






. 2940 . 



Sept. 8 

Common campion 






. 3425 . 



Oct.l 

Bed poppy . . . 






. 60,000 . 



— 19 

Cleavers . . . 






. 1100 . 



Sept. 11 

Common dock . 






. 13,000 . 

. 1600 . 



— 16 

Dwarf spurge 








— 19 

Betty spurge . . 






. 1200 . 



— 11 

Sun spurge . . 






. 1072 . 



Oct. 14 


It is true that all these seeds are not usually fertile, that they 
have many enemies, and may not all vegetate ; but, on the other 
hand, they may be fertile, they may escape those enemies, and they 
may vegetate. 


NEW PLANTS TO BEPLAOE THE POTATO. 

M. Paten has described to the Paris Academy of Sciences a new 
esculent plant, the Cerfeuil Bulbeux, which he thinks might be 
advantageously employed as a substitute for the potato, sur* 
passing it in nutritive qualities. A large proportion of the sub< 
stance of the potato consists of water, 74 per cent, and more, 
according to M. Payen, while the best roots of the Cerfeuil contain 
only 63 per cent. In the important ingredient of starch, the supe- 
riority of the cerfeuil, when compared with the potato, is as 28 to 
21. The former also contains more nitrogenous and fatty matter. 
The substance of the plant extracted in Ihe shape of a pi^py mass 
(like potato flour, we presume), is said to have a very agreeable flavour, 
and the whole quantity of nutritive matter in it, compared with the 
potato, is stated to be as 364 to 26. Unfortunately, he does not tell 
us whether the plant is great or small, whether it can be presented 
at table in its native form like the potato, or without any other cook- 
ing than simple boiling. The memoir states that the cerfeuil should 
be sown in August or September (in Prance), and taken up in July. 
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Irrigation, or watering, appears to be favourable to it, but is not 
stated to indispensable. 

Another substitute proposed for the potato is called the Dioscorea 
Gigantica, one of which, from the West Indies, shown at the late 
Agricultural Exhibition in Paris, was a yard in length. The Soci^t^ 
Imp^riale d’Acclimatation has received one from M. Praxades 
Pacheco, which measures not less than 2 4 metres in length, is 
upwards of J metres in circumference, and weighs 86 kilogrammes. 
Tile specimen was one of nine which came from the same plant. Two 
of the others were about the same dimensions. The Dioscorea 
Gigantica, or “igname,” grows in the province of Rio Janeiro, on 
the banks of rivers and in marshes ; and the Soci^t^ is now in 
possession of a considerable number of different kinds. Those which 
were sent from New Zealand by Mr. Piddington, of Calcutta, have 
been multiplied by the care of MM. Chatin, Moquin-Tandon, and 
Paillet, and in France it is hoped that the acclimatation of this 
tubercle will be effected without any serious difficulties. 

Ill England, some attention has also been paid to this new 
Chinese Yam {Dioscorea Batatas^ Several exhibitions have been 
made to the Horticultural Society of the plant. Of these one of the 
most important specimens was sent by Mr. R. C. L. Bevan. Tliis 
plant is described as self-protecting, needs no watching, and defies 
any one to pull it out of the ground, as may be done with carrots 
or turnips, and which is so much complained of by farmers. 
These specimens were interesting, showing, by analogy, that the 
quince was better suited for certain kinds of soils than the pear stock ; 
they also showed how necessary it is to keep the roots of fruit trees 
near the surface, and indicated that, under certain circumstances at 
least, to dee^) rooting we owe barrenness and canker. 


GIGANTIC BRAZILIAN TUBER. 

A HUGE Yam has been presented to the Paris Academy of Sciences 
from Brazil, three of which, without speaking figuratively, might 
dine a regiment. It was sent from the province of Rio Janeiro under 
the name of tlie Iguama Gigantica^ and its dimensions w^ere as fol- 
low : — Length, 8 feet 2 inches ; circumference, 2 feet 9 inches ; and 
weight 178 English pounds. The accompanying letter stated that a 
tiiuch larger one would have been sent, if the inland conveyance to 
the port bad not been so expensive. M. Brongniart expressed doubts 
w hether it belonged to the order of Dioseoria} or Yams, and M. Payen 
proposed to settle the point by examining the structure of the fecu- 
liferous or starch- bearing cells. 


SALEP. 

Mr. Archer lately stated to the Society of Arts, in a very inte- 
resting account of some of the foreign commerce of Liverpool, that 
the use of Salep has revived in an unexpected manner. The knobs 
of which this substance consists are the roots of such terrestrial 
orchids as our orchis mascula, &c. , and they once formed a pleasant 
beverage sold at the comers of streets in the early morning, under 
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the name of hot saloop,” just as coffee is now sold. Mr. Archer 
tells us that he should have been much puzzled at the impoi-tation of 
salep not only continuing, but increasing, had he not traced a lot of 
the root to the manufactory of a chocolate maker, from which he pre- 
Bumes that it is occasionally employed in that preparation. At all 
events, he is persuaded that salep might be advantageously employed 
in the manufacture of cocoa and chocolate. This conjecture seems 
to derive support from the nature of the aromatic principle which 
is present in well-prepared salep. One of the most costly ingredients 
in chocolate is vanilla — the pod of a climbing orchid — valued not 
only for its fragrance, but its stimulating qualities. The weak odour 
of orchis roots appears to be identical with that of vanilla, as indeed 
is the fragrance of the whole i*ace, however much it may be modified 
or disguised by the presence of other ‘'essences.” Possibly we have 
here the commencement of a new source of employment for women 
and childi'en in the districts where the common orchis grows wild 
abundantly ; possibly, also, some of the South African species^ whose 
roots are so much larger than our own, may pay for coUecting at the 
Cape of Good Hope and the adjacent colonies. 


SOEGHUM SACCHAEATDM — CHINESE SUCAB-CANE. 

Since its introduction into the CJnited States, this plant has proved 
itself weU adapted to this geographical range of Indian com. It is 
of easy culti\iation — ^being similar to that of maize or broom-com — 
and if the seeds are planted in May in the Middle States or still earlier 
at the South, two crops of fodder can be grown in a season from the 
same roots, irrespective of drouth — the first one in J une or J uly, to 
be cut before the panicles appear, which would be green and succu- 
lent like young Indian corn, and the other a month or two later, 
when or before the seed is fully matured. The amount of fodder which 
it will produce to the acre, with ordinary cultivation, may be safely 
estimated at seven tons, when green, or at least two tons per acre, 
when thoroughly cured. The stalks, when nearly mature, are filled 
with a rich saccharine juice, which may be converted into sugar, 
syrap, alcohol, or beer, or may be used for dyeing wool or silk a per- 
manent red or pink ; and the entire plant is devoured with avidity, 
either in a green or a dry state, by horses, cattle, sheep, and swine. 

Considered in an utilitarian point of view, this plant, perhaps, has 
stronger claims on the American agriculturist than any other product 
that has been brought to this country since the introduction of cotton 
or wheat. Aside ^m other economical uses, its value for feeding to 
animals alone, in every section of the Union whei*e it will thrive, 
cannot be surpassed by any other crop, as a greater amount of nutri- 
tious fodder cannot be obtained so cheap, on a given space, within 
so short a period of time. 

This plant is not, as some have asserted, the “Dourah Com,” or 
“African,” or “Egyptian,” or “Chocolate,” or “Mummy Cora,” 
and should not be cultivated near that variety, nor near broom-com, 
a well-known variety of Sorghum, because the seeds will mix and 
destroy the value of the sugar plant. — United States J griculturaZ 
Patent Report. 
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PREPARATION OP SUGAR AND ARRACK FROM PALMS IN CEYLON. 

Dh. Alexander Smith states : — Three Palms yield Sugar in 
Ceylon : the Cocoa-nut Palm (Cocos nudfera)^ the Palmyra Palm 
(Borassm flahdliformis), and the Kittul or Jaggery Palm (Caryota 
urensi). From each of these palms the juice of the flowering stalk 
is collected under the name of toddy, and from it sugar, known in 
the east as jaggery, is regularly prepared ; but it is from the Palmyra 
Palm that almost all the Palm Sugar is obtained. It is from the 
sugar of the Cocoa-nut Palm that arrack is made in Ceylon. This 
palm becomes productive in about six or seven years. In collecting 
toddy, the spathe is stripped oft* from the spadix before it has fully 
expanded ; the spadices are afterwards beaten between pieces of 
hard wood, and slices are cut with a sharp knife so as to allow the 
juice to flow out. Each spadix continues to yield juice for about 
forty days, at nearly the average rate of half-a-gallon in twenty- four 
hours. 

When it is intended to prepare jaggery from the toddy, great 
care is taken by burning pieces of wood in the small earthen vessels 
attached to the flowers, and rubbing their interior with charcoal, to 
remove any impurities likely to promote fei*mentation : and, as an 
additional precaution, chips of the bark of vateria indica are placed 
in each, so as to retard fermentation. 

The jaggery of the central provinces of Ceylon is entirely made 
from the Kittul juice, which yields a much larger quantity of sugar 
than does that of the other two palms, and of a quality much more 
highly prized by the natives. 

When toddy is collected for the purpose of making arrack, no 
care is taken to prevent fermentation, and as it is brought from the 
trees it is poured into wooden vats in which that process rapidly 
advances. If attention is not paid to the fermentation, acetic acid 
is formed, and this often causes the arrack to take up lead from 
any portion of that metal with which it may be brought into contact. 

Dr. Smith then entered into details as to the presence of lead in 
arrack, which has been traced to the modes of preparation. — See 
paye 203 of the present volvmc, 

VEGETABLE IVORY PLANT. 

Vegetable Ivory is now imported chiefly from the river Magda- 
lena into Europe and the United States of America ; in some years 
no less than 150 tons of it have been imported into England. Tlie 
“nuts” may be purchased in the toyshops of the British metropolis 
for a few pence each, but when bought in large quantities, they are 
obtained at a much cheaper rate. In August, 1854, 1000 “nuts” 
were sold in London for seven shillings and sixpence. 

The ivory plant is confined to the continent of South America, 
where it grows between the 9th degree of north, and the 8th 
degree of south latitude, and the 70th and 79th of west longitude. 
It inhabits damp localities, such as confined valleys, banks of rivers 
and rivulets, and is found, not only on the lower coast region, as 
in Darien, but also on mountains at an elevation of more than 3000 
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feet above the sea, as in Ocana. Amongst the Spaniards and their 
descendants it is known by the name of Palme de marfil,” (ivory 
palm); whilst its fruit is called by them “Cabeza de Negro,” 
(negro’s head); and its seed, “marfil vegetal,” (vegetable ivory). 
The Indians on the banks of the Magdalena term the plant ** Ta- 
gua,” those on the coast of Darien “ Anta,” and those of Peru, 
‘*Pullipunta” and “Homero.” It is generally found in separate 
groves, seldom intermixed with other trees or shrubs, and where 
herbs are rarely met with . — Botanical Magazine, Mag, 1850. 

THE CHINESE GRASS-CLOTH PLANT. 

The following extract from the Report of Mr. Nathaniel Wilson, 
curator of the Botanical- gardens at Bath, in Jamaica, describes the 
successful introduction into that island of the China Grass-cloth plant, 
the Bhee of Assam, and the propriety of turning to profitable 
account their numerous indigenous fibrous-yielding plants, which 
are at present quite neglected: — “I have now the happiness of 
recording my entire success in the cultivation of the Chinese grass- 
cloth plant {Doeluneria' nivea), introduced in 1854, and a more 
valuable introduction could not have been made. I find the plant 
thrives here wdth a luxuriance equal to any of our native plants, and 
probably with more vigour than it does in its native clime. This 
plant (iw it is now well known) produces the best fibre for textile 
purposes with which we are acquainted, and according to undoubted 
authority is worth, in the London market, from 807. to 120/. per 
ton ; which is surely sufficient to render the plant an object worthy 
of all the attention we can bestow on it, if new staples for general 
and profitable cultivation be desirable. I have no hesitation in 
saying that, by its spontaneous and luxuriant growth, a more 
desirable and appropriate plant for tropical culture has never before 
been submitted to the notice of the public. I have thiiiy-six of 
these plants ready for distribution, and could, by a small expendi- 
ture, increase the number to any reasonable extent.” 

NATURAL SILK FABRIC. 

A REMARKABLE circumstaiice is said to have occurred in the 
silk factory of M. Garibaldi, at Cremona. It is stated that, in this 
factory, a quantity of silkworms, instead of forming the cocoon as 
usual, actually wove a kind of silk ribbon, of the breadth of an 
inch, and the length of upwards of twelve feet ! In the course of 
inquiries made into this matter, it has been elicited that a similar 
phenomenon, only on a much larger scale, took place in Alexandria, 
in 1836, in the silk factory of Dr. Grillo, where the silkworms wove 
a ribbon two inches broad, and upwards of sixty feet in length ; 
part of which remarkable product is now preserved and exhibited in 
the Museum of Natural History at Turin. 

A NEW AFRICAN GRAIN. 

A GRAIN called the ** Fundi,” cultivated in some of the districts 
of the colony of Sierra Leone, has been described in Chambei's'» 
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Journal^ and brought to the notice of European agriculturists for the 
first time. It is a slender grass, with digitate spikes, and grows to 
the height of about eighteen inches. The ear consists of two conju- 
gate spikes, the grain being arranged on the outer edge of either 
sj)ike, and alternated ; the grain is attached by a short peduncle to 
the husk, from which it is easily separated. The grain, which is 
heart-shaped, and about the size of mignionette seed, is covered by a 
thin fawn-coloured membrane, and when freed from this membrane 
is whitish and semi-transparent. It is highly glutinous, and has a 
delicate flavour, between that of rice and kiln- dried oats. 

When ripe it is cut down, tied up in small sheaves, and placed in 
a dry situation ; for, if allowed to remain on the ground and to get 
wet, the grains become agglutinated to their coverings. The grain 
is trodden out witli the feet, and is then parched or dried in the sun 
to allow of the more easy removal of the outer membrane in the pro- 
cess of pounding, which is performed in wooden mortars. It is 
afterwards winnowed with a kind of a cane fanner on mats. 

The Europeans and negroes connected with Sierra Leone generally 
stew it in a close saucepan, wdth fowl, fish, or mutton, a small piece 
of salt pork being added for the sake of flavoui*. This is said to 
make a very good dish. Sometimes it is made into puddings, and 
eaten either hot or cold with milk. The grain appeal's to be quite as 
delicate as an-ow-root, while it possesses a more agreeable flavour 
than sago, potato- starch, and other similar preparations. 


TllITICOIDAL FORMS OF .®GILOPS. 

Professor Henslow has exhibited to the British Association a 
specimen of w^gilops, which had sprung up in his garden amidst a 
patch of JE. sr/uiirroaa, which for three years in succession had becni 
allowed to scatter its seeds over a portion of a bed approj»riateil to it. 
All the other plants had retained the usual characters of sfjtiur- 
rosa ; but the one in question had become perfectly upright, and 
wheat- like (triticoidal) in appearance. The awns had lengthened, 
and the glumes were downy. The plant was barren. The triti- 
coidal forms obtained from JSgilops ovata and uH. friuristata are 
stated to be generally barren ; and it has been conjectured that all 
such must be hybrids. It has, on the other liand, been positively 
asserted that such triticoidal forms are occasionally fertile, and that 
genuine wheat has been extensively raised from them. 


NEW FRUIT. 

M. Babine has presented to the Institute at Paris some soft- 
ekinned Melons, about the size of a pine- apple. Their flavour is very 
fine, and more delicate than any fruit of a similar kind hitherto 
known in northern countries. These melons have been cultivated at 
Paris by the gardener of the Princess Belgiojoso, from seed which 
she brought from her farm of Safh’on Bolo, in Asia Minor. Although 
sown late in the season, they have succeeded perfectly well, and it is 
thought that they may be readily cultivated in France. — Galignani. 
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THE CORK-TREE. 

The Cork- Oak {Qaercus suher) is an evergreen tree, indigenous to 
the south of Europe and Northern Africa, and furnishes the well- 
known article, cork. Some of these trees have been grown to large 
size in England and Ireland. The cork of commerce comes from the 
outer bark of the tree, which naturally falls off, though it is much 
more valuable when removed artificially. 

When this oak has attained the age of fifteen years, according to 
Du Hamel, or twenty years, according to Bose, the bark is removed 
for the first time ; but this first bark is found to be cracked, and full 
of woody portions and cells, and hence it is only fit for fuel, or per- 
haps for tanning. The second disbarking takes place in eight or ten 
years, when the cork is sold to fishermen for buoying up their nets, 
and to others for inferior uses. But in eight or ten years more, the 
tree yields cork of good quality, and so continues to do until it is 
from two to three centuries old, improving in quaUty throughout the 
whole period . — AgricvMural JRep(yrt of the Patent Office of tlie United 
States. 


ON THE GUTTA PKRCHA PLANT OF INDIA. 

Professor Balfour has read to theKoyal Society of Edinburgh the 
following extracts from a letter from Dr. Cleghorn at Madras, dated 
27th November, 1855 : — *‘Inthe accompanying Madras Aihenoium 
of 22iid November, you will find further particulars regarding Penin- 
sular Gutta Percha. Besides the specimens forwarded from Tra van- 
core by General Cullen, and from the Neilgherries by Colonel Cotton, 
I have received samples from two coffee planters in Malabar, showing 
that the tree extends from Trevandmm to Tellicherry, and with 200 
trees growing in one locality, it may reasonably be supposed that the 
Isonandra is found along the whole line of Ghauts.” 

The following is an extract from the Jurors’ Keport on the Madias 
Exhibition: — “From different parts of the Presidency valuable 
specimens have been received possessing the useful properties of 
Caoutchouc and Gutta Percha, in a greater or less degree. The 
exhibition of the inspissated gum-elastic juice of a number of trees, 
from different localities, and prepared in different ways, renders it 
probable that there are a number of similar vegetable productions, 
which may be advantageously introduced into commerce. 

* ‘ General Cullen has forwarded a drawing and description of a 
large forest tree, abounding at the foot of the Ghauts, N.E. of Tre- 
vandrum. The plant delineated is evidently one of the Sapotaceae, 
and the Malayan name is ^ pauchonihee." The product, of which a 
good sample is forwarded, on examination bears a strong resemblance 
to gutta percha, both in external appeaiance and mechanical pro- 
perties. It appears to the Jury that this gum- elastic is possessed 
of valuable properties.” 

The Editor of the Madras Athenaeum remarks : — 

“We have seen the product which General Cullen has sent to the 
Madras Museum, and it resembles the best of the crude gum imported 
from the States. Its outer surface is brownish- red, andmottl^, but 
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this deep tinge may probably have been given to it by the plantain 
leaf which it was wrapped in ; a fresh fracture has a cream- yellow 
colour, slightly tinged with red. The fracture is smooth but con- 
choidal, and it is plastic under the heat of the hand. It has been 
ascertained to be a perfect non-conductor, and, possessing this quality, 
couhl be applied to all the uses for which the true gutta percha is 
adapted for isolating the wires of the electric telegraph,” &c. 


FLOWERING OP AN AMERICAN ALOE (AGAVE AMERICANA). 

A LARGE American Aloe, which there is good reason for believing 
to be at least fifty years old, growing at Upton, in Essex, in 1866 sent 
up a floi\ering stem about 20 feet in height, the flowers of which 
attained their full perfection in the latter part of September, about 
three nionths after the first appearance of the stem. Up to the above 
season the growth of the plant had consisted in the annual unfolding 
of a few leaves from the central bud, while at the same time a small 
offshoot was occasionally sent out from the portion of the stem below 
the surface of tlie ground ; these offshoots resembling their parent in 
their mode of growth when transplanted into separate pots. This 
3 'ear, however, the aloe flowered, as aforesaid, with a mighty effort^ 
which appeared to exhaust all its energies, so that the huge fleshy 
leaves, which before stood firm and erect, gradually shrunk, shrivelled, 
and drot>ped as the process of inflorescence advanced ; and the plant 
became a mere ghost of its former self, except as regarded the addition 
of the magnificent flower-stem. Some weeks previously, a small off- 
shoot appeared above the earth in the pot, and on examining this, it 
was observed that instead of being, like its predecessors, a small 
leafy repetition of its parent, it bore no leaves, but two flowers like 
those produced a few months previously by the central stem. As it 
was evident that the effort of flowering had so completely exhausted 
the aloe that it would not live another season, it was determined to 
destroy it ; and, the flower stem having been sawn off, the plant was 
turned out of the pot, so as to affoifl an opportunity of tracing 
the flowering offshoot to the part from which it sprung. Below the 
surface, this offshoot consisted of a succulent under- ground stem, 
about 10 inches long, connected with the under-ground part of the 
main plant. It now further appeared that there were about a dozen 
or more other offshoots struggling upwards through the earth towards 
the surface, which they had not yet reached, terminated by pale green 
buds, which were found to contain, in the cases of two dissected, 
rudimentary flowers within the scales of the buds. Thus, the whole 
constitution of the aloe appears to have been remarkably affected 
with a tendency to flowering ; and just as the part above ground, 
instead of producing, as usual, a few leaves, shot forth this year a 
stem with a multitude of flower-buds, so the underground portion of 
the plant, instead of sending out, as usual, a few (one or two) 
sprouts, terminating in leaf-buds, this year produced many (a dozen 
or more) offshoots ending in flower-buds, and destitute of leaves. 

The above paper, by Mr. Joseph Lister, F.B.G.S.E., has been 
communicated to the Royal Society of Edinburgh by Professor 
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Balfour, 'who remarked that several specimens of American aloe had 
bloomed in England the previous year. The first Agave Americana 
which grew and blossomed in the open air in Britain was in the 
garden of the late James Yates, at Salcombe, Devonshire, about the 
year 1814. In 1855, four plants of the Agave are stated to have 
bloomed in different localities at Salcombe. 

STRUCTURE OF THE VICTORIA REGIA. 

Mr. George Lawson, in a paper read to the Koyal Society of 
Edinburgh, remarks that there is a great paucity of vascular tissue 
in the Victoria^ and a vast abundance of cellular tissue ; and that 
throughout the latter there are numerous lacunae, many of which are 
remarkably large, and some of them are furnished with internal stellate 
hairs. Stomata of a circular form occur in abundance on the green 
surface of the leaf, and not on the red surface of the upturned 
margin. An ordinary leaf, four feet in diameter, with a surface of 
1850*08 square inches, contains 25,720,937 stomata. The under 
surface of the leaf is clothed with flexuous hairs. The thinner parts 
of the leaf are perforated with numerous minute holes, produced 
by a non-development of parenchyma, similar to that which occurs 
in Ouvirandra and other aquatic plants. 

TEMPERATURE OF FLOWER OF VICTORIA REGIA. 

M. B. C ASP ARY has made experiments on the flower of tliis plant, 
and has arrived at the following conclusions : — A short time before 
its opening, the flower bud exhibits an elevation of temperature, 
especially in the stamens. About an hour after its expansion, the 
tempei-ature of the flow’er falls to the extent of from 0*9 to 2*9 
degrees of Fahrenheit. After this the heat rises to a maximum, ex- 
ceeding that of the air from 14*06 to 24*9 degrees Fahrenheit, 
and that of the water 1*24 to 10*44 degrees Fahrenheit. This 
increase of temperature is independent of any change in the heat of 
the air or of the water. This independent maximum, as it is called, 
is succeeded by a second period of floral heat, which Caspary calls 
dependent, inasmuch as it is under the influence of the atmospheric 
temperature, attaining, like it, the minimum at sunrise, and the 
maximum a little after mid-day. This second period has two minima 
and two maxima. The elevation of temperature occurs in the 
anthers, the filaments, the staminodia, the petals, and the ovules. 
The greatest heat is exhibited by the anthers ; the maximum exceed- 
ing that of the water by 6*5 to 13*39 degrees, and that of the air by 
19*48 to 29*9 degrees (the latter was observed on 2nd November, 
1855, at 10 A.M.). The filaments are always cooler than the anthers. 
In the embryos the temperature is not so elevated as in' the anthers, 
and the maximum is only 1*1 to 5*2 degrees above the water, and 
4*5 to 18*9 degrees above the air. In the petals and staminodia the 
increase of temperature is still smaller than in the embryos, the 
maximum being 2*7 degrees above the temperature of the water, and 
6*4 degrees above that of the air. The increase of temperature is 
different in different flowers, and in the anthers it sometimes attains 



NATURAL HISTORY— BOTANY. 


249 


61*83 degrees, in the embryos 60*7 degrees. These phenomena are 
attributed to the absorption of oxygen and evolution of carbonic 
acid. — VInSititut ; Edinh. New Philo. Journ., No. 8. 


DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERS OP MONKSHOOD AND HORSE-RADISH. 

Several fatal cases of poisoning having occuiTed by the accidental 
substitution of Monkshood, or, as it is commonly called. Aconite- 
root, for Horse-radish, Mr. Bentley, M.R.C.S., Professor of Botany 
and Materia Medica to the Pharmaceutical Society, has communi- 
cated to the Pharmaceutical Journal the characters by which these 
roots might be readily distinguished from each other. 

The more important distinctive characters between the two roots 
may be thus tabulated and contrasted : — 


Aconitum Kapelliitt. 
nOXKSUOOD. 

Conical in form, and tapering percep- 
tibly to a point. 

Coffee-coloured, or more or less 
brownish, externally. 

Odour merely earthy. 


Taste at first bitter, but afterv^ards 
producing a disagreeable tingling 
and numbness. 


Cochlearia Armoraciu, 
UOBSS-SADISH. 

Slightly conical at the crown, then 
cylindrical, or nearly so, and almost 
of the some thickness for many 
inches. 

While, or with a yellow tinge. 

Odour especially developed upon 
scraping, when it is very pungent 
and irritating. 

Bitter or sweet aocording to circum- 
stances, and very pungent. 


The roots of monkshood and horse-radish may be also distinguished 
by the different appearances they present when scrajied with a knife. 
Thus the former will then be observed to be of a succulent character, 
and the scraped portions soon to acquire a pinkish or reddish hue, 
whilst the latter scrapes firm and dry, and does not alter in colour. 

From the above description of the roots of monkshood and horse- 
radish, it will be seen that instead of resembling each other, as is 
commonly supposed, they have scarcely any appearance in common, 
presenting evident and well-marked distinctive characters in their 
form, general apjiearance, colour, odour, and taste. The only resem- 
blance between the two roots, and this but a slight one, is in the 
appearance of their crowns ; but even supposing it possible to mis- 
take them BO far, the other characters of distinction are so well 
marked, that no difficulty ought to arise in distinguishing lietween 
them. 

Mr. Bentley has also examined twelve other kinds of aconite, 
with the following results : — 

Such being the case with these roots, I thought it possible that 
some other species or varieties of the genus Aconitum might possibly 
resemble horse-radish root ; and as many varieties are commonly 
cultivated in our gardens, and as these frequently possess similar 
poisonous properties to monkshood, although more feeble, their sub- 
stitution would equally account for the fatal accidents that have 
occurred. I have accordingly obtained from the Gardens of the 
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Boyal Botanic Society in the Regent’ s-park the roots of twelve other 
kinds of aconite, specimens of which — Acmitvm Japonicunif A. 
Smense, A. cmrulmmy A. Ahermcmnii, A. paniculatv/m, A.pyrentti- 
cum, A. ochroleucum, A, neomontanumj A. uncinatumy A. Cam- 
marumy A. Pallasii, and A. Lycostonum. The roots of all these 
species or varieties, which are commonly cultivated in our gardens, 
resemble more or less that of the Aconitmi Napellus (monkshood) in 
their colour and general appearance, the only difierence between 
them and it consisting in the fact that some of them present a 
roundish or irregular-knobbed root instead of a conical one; so that 
it would be even more easy to distinguish them from horse-radish. 
Besides the above species, the roots of a number of others have been 
examined by me with the same result. 

Tlie distinctive characters between the various species of aconite 
and horse-radish roots being therefore so evident, it seems most 
extraordinary that a cook could by any possibility confound them ; 
for in preparing them for the table, one could not but observe the 
difference in colour, form, and odour. See the paper, with engrav- 
ings of the roots, in the Phafniaceutical Journal for April, 1856. 

STRYCHNOS AND STRYCHNINE. 

Strychnine, or Strychnia, is usually prepared from the peltate 
seeds of Strychnos, which are commonly termed nux vomica, rats’ 
bane, poison nut, or koochta. Strychnos is a tropical bush, 
growing to the size of a tree, and abounds on the Malabar and 
Coromandel coasts of the Indian peninsula. It bears a cluster of 
minute flowers and small orange-like fruit. The seeds are embedded 
in a white gelatinous pulp, which seems perfectly innocent, being 
greedily eaten by many sorts of birds. The seeds alone form the 
fatal drug. The wood of the tree is also, however, intensely bitter, 
and is employed in the cure of intermittent fevers and the bites of 
venomous snakes. Indeed, strychnine itself is an important reme- 
dial agent. In very small and repeated doses, it promotes the 
appetite, and assists the digestive process. It is employed medi- 
cinally in paralysis, dyspepsia, dysentery, affections of the nervous 
system, &c. In India, the seeds were employed in Dr. Roxburgh’s 
time to increase the intoxicating quality of country spirits. 

Strychnos belongs to the natural order Loganiacese, an order pre- 
eminently distinguished by the powerfully poisonous properties of 
its plants. One of these is the Strychnos tieuti, from the bark of 
the root of which the “ frightful poison” called “ tjettek” and “ upas 
radja” is prepared. Another species {S. taxifcrd) is employed by 
the American Indians to poison their arrows, and causes immediate 
death when introduced into the slightest wound. S. tietiti is called 
the “upas tree” of Java, but being a climbing plant, is quite dif- 
ferent both in general habit and botanical characters from that famous 
half- mythical upas ti'ee around which so many fearful fables of death 
have been entwined. The name of “upas” has, however, become 
associated with a great number of poisonous trees throughout Asia. 
The true upas tree is the Antiaris toxicaria, which yields the anigar 
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poison, but its seeds are wholesome. Its venom is due to the same 
chemical substance (sti'ychnine), which constitutes the Strychnoa nux 
vomica, a deadly poison. Dr. Lindley observes, that although much 
error has been written regarding the upas, there remains no doubt 
that it is a plant of extreme virulence, even linen fabricated from 
its tough fibre being so acrid as to verify the story of tlie shirt of 
Nessus, for it excites the most distressing itching if insufficiently 
prepared. 

Mr. Archer, in a lecture delivered to the Society of Arts, states 
that Sti'ychnine is used medicinally in very small quantities, but has 
no other legitimate application. In the year 1838, duty was paid on 
10171b. of the drug; in 1839 on only 4781b.; in 1840 on 5501b. 
‘^Ten years since,” Mr. Archer remarks, “a ton of this article 
would have been a large annual import, it now exceeds sometimes 
100 tons. Its use in medicine will not account for this large in- 
crease, and our sanitary officers will do well to make observations 
upon the symptoms which attend the dying ale-drinker, for notwith- 
standing the fine testimonials of the recipients of casks of pale and 
bitter ales, my firm conviction is, that the pure bitter of strychnine 
is a valuable auxiliary to the brewer. Great efforts were made a few 
years since to introduce the wood of Pierwna cxcelsa, a large tree 
producing a wood as intensely bitter as quassia, and, indeed, this wood 
was supposed by the importers to be quassia, but they entered it as 
billet wood, in order to evade the duty. The trick was eventually 
discovered, and this, together with the high rate of duty, prevented 
the brewers receiving their supply of bitter wood. They have, 
doubtless, found a substitute.” We recommend this statement to 
the attention of the custom-house authorities. We know not 
whether brewers, or rather publicans, are consumers of nux vomica ; 
but it is certain that its employment is secret ; and it is not fitting 
in a country like this that vast quantities of so deadly a poison should 
be permitted to enter with impunity into consumption for purposes 
which it is to be feared cannot but be destructive of human life. 
Prohibition, or prohibitory duties, might stop the evil and remove 
the scandal. — Gardeners' Chronicle. (Johnston states that the bitter 
substance of strychnine is so intense that its taste can be detected in 
600,000 times its weight of water). 


SOLAR INFLUENCE ON PLANTS. 

The development of all kinds of Plants is directly dependent on 
the amount of Solar Influence they receive during their growth. 
Herein lies a great truth which thick sowing farmers would do well 
to ponder. If they insist on growing 1000 plants where only 600 
should be grown, then they must not expect to have a larger aggre- 
gate yield from the former than they might have from the latter, and 
at the same time they ought to be contented with produce of an 
inferior quality. A full exposure to atmospheric agency is always 
productive of good results in the elaboration of any species of culti- 
vated crop, provided that that exposure is not inconsistent with a due 
amount of shelter. — J. Lockhart Morton, in the Agricultural Gazette. 
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PROGRESS OF GEOLOGY. 

At the late meeting of the British Association, the president, 
Dr. Daubeny, in his opening address, thus referred to the progress 
of Geology ; — '‘This science has during the last twenty years made 
such rapid strides, that those who endeavoured from an early period 
of life to follow at a humble distance the footsteps of the great 
leaders in that science, obeying the impulse of such zealous and 
ardent spirit as the one now, alas ! by the inscrutable decrees of 
Providence, lost to his friends and to science, who constituted the 
head of what was once called, I hope not too grandiloquently, the 
Oxford School of Geology, have, if I may judge of others by 
myself, been often distanced in the race, and when they endea- 
voured to make good their lost ground found themselves transported 
into a new, and to them, an almost unknown region. Thus, the 
thorough exploration which has taken place of the Silurian and 
Cambrian systems, through the exertions of two of our oldest and 
most valued associates, has added a new province — ought I not rather 
to say, a new kingdom ? — to the domain of geology, and has carried 
back the records of the creation to a period previously as much 
unknown to us as were the annals of the Assyrian dynasties before 
the discoveries of Sir Henry Rawlinson.” Among the principles 
recently regarded as axioms in geology none seem so little likely 
to be disputed as this: — “That the classes of animals and vege- 
tables which possessed the most complicated structure were preceded 
by others of a more simple one ; and that when we traced back the 
succession of beings to the lowest and the earliest of the sedimen- 
tary formations, we arrived at length at a class of rocks the deposition 
of which must be inferred, from the almost entire absence of organic 
remains, to have followed veiy soon after the first dawn of creation. 
But the recognition of the footsteps and remains of reptiles in beds of 
an earher date than was before assinged to them, tended to corroborate 
the inferences which had been previously deduced from the discovery, 
in a few rare instances, in rocks of the secondary age, of mammalian 
remains ; and this has induced certain eminent geologists boldly 
to dispute whether, from the earliest to the latest period of the 
earth’s histor}^ any gradation of beings can in reality be detected.” 
After touching lightly on the controversy raised among geologists on 
this question, and adverting to the investigations of Boussingault, 
Devile, and Bunsen, rehative to the gases and other bodies evolved 
from volcanoes in their various phases of activity, the President 
glanced cursorily at the nearly allied science of geography. The 
important undertaking set on foot in connexion with this depart- 
ment of knowledge, and the interesting discoveries made in it since 
the last meeting of the Association, were briefly enumerated. The 
President then referred to the change which the sentiments of the 
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public have undergone in relation to the claims of physical science 
— a change, he observed, that all had equal ground for congratulation 
with the practical progress made in those pursuits. In conclusion, 
Dr. Daubeny eloquently combated the prejudice entertained against 
scientific studies on the ground that they are inimical to revealed 
religion. 


GEOLOGY OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

^J'here have been read to the Geological Society the following 
“Notes on the Geology of some parts of South Africa,” by R. N. 
Rubidge, Esq. In a letter to Sir Roderick Murchison, E.G.S., 
Mr. Rubidge first refeiTed to the occurrence of gold at Smithfield, 
in the Orange River Sovereignty, as detailed in his letter of May, 
1854, published in the Society's Joui’nal, No. 41 ; and stated that 
several pieces of gold had since been found at tlje sjiot described in 
the letter referred to. Resides being found in the alluvium there, 
gold was met with in a quartz-vein in tlie trap traversing the strati- 
fied rock, — in other quartz associated with the trap, — and in a mass 
of limestone enclosed in the trap-dyke ; — but none in the stratified 
rock itself (which belongs to the l-)ic3uiodon or Karoo series). Mr. 
Rubidge next alluded to the fossil plants which he there found in 
the strata. Mr. Rubidge had also found hones of the Dicynodon 
near the Caledon River, and at Halse’s farm, six miles from Smith- 
field. Lastly, Mr. Rubidge supplied some remarks on the geology 
of the copper district of Namaqualand and bordering countries. 

GEOLOGY OF THE SOUTH DOWNS AND THE SUSSEX COAST. 

Mu. P. J. Martin, F.G.S., has read to the Geological Society a 
paper ‘ ‘ on some Geological Features of the country between the South 
Downs and the Sussex Coast.” In this communication the author 
appropriates the boulder- drift lately brought to light by Mr. God- 
win Austen to an outer zone of Wealdon drift, in addition to 
those which he has already described as mantling round the nucleus 
of the Weald ; the corresponding parts of this zone he thinks 
are to be found in the valley of the Thames, and perhaps yet 
to be discovered amongst the greywethers and other relics of the 
tertiaries found on the chalk country of Hampshire and Wilts. The 
above-mentioned zone the author considers as the remains of the 
boulder deposit spread over the tertiary countries of this and the 
adjoining parts of the north of Europe, before tlieir continuity was 
disturbed by the upheaval of the great anticlinal of the south of Eng- 
land. The country’ immediately under review, Mr. Martin regards 
as a sectional part of this great anticlinal, and not to be considered 
apart from the wide geological area to which it belongs. He con- 
siders that its phenomena of arrangement and drift belong to the 
epoch of that upheaval, and betoken the agencies of powerful diluvial 
currents, set in motion, and contemporaneously assisted by the dis- 
locations known to abound in this part of our island ; and without 
the aid of which no satisfactory conclusion, in the author’s opinion^ 
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can be deduced respecting the drifts and the other phenomena of tlie 
denudations and suiface- changes here exhibited . — Literary Gazette. 


BAIBED BEACHES IN ARGYLESHIBE. 

Commander J. £. Bedford, E.N., has communicated to the Geo< 
logical Society a paper on this subject, in which he described two 
examples of liaised Beaches in the Lunga Island and one in Kerera, 
all having an altitude of 40 ft. 8 in. above high-water mark. Other 
raised beaches were noticed, — one in Oronsay, at 38 ft. 6 in . ; and 
three in Jura, at 34 ft. 8 in., 42 ft. 1 in., and 105 ft. 5 in. 
respectively. During the autumn, Capt. Bedford kindly supplied 
some further notes and another highly finished map, comprising the 
raised beaches of J ura. He observ'ed that these old beaches of the 
Western Isles were remarkable for their uniformity of level, their 
uniform horizontality, their vast extent of shingle, varying from 
highly-polished pebbles to great rough blocks, and for their perfect 
state of preservation. 

PHENOMENA IN THE MALVERN DISTRICT. 

The Rev. W. S. Symonds, in a paper read to the British Associa- 
tion, treats of the origin of the Haffield conglomerate, and the means 
by which the Cambrian boulders have been imbedded therein. Pro- 
fessor Ramsay’s glacial theory, he remarked, could hardly, in his 
opinion, account for their presence. He suggested that after the 
period of elevation of the Malvern, the Cambrian rocks, of the 
Longmynd series, formed the shingle on the beach of the sea which 
at that period washed the base of the Malvern Hills. He also 
showed a small mollusc, which he stated was Permian, from the 
Keuper. 

Professor Phillipps, in a few remarks on the subject, gave a quali- 
fied support to Mr. Symonds’ s suggestions, and called on Professor 
Ramsay to give some observations on Mr. Symonds’s theory. Pro- 
fessor Ramsay replied, in support of his theory, that the Haffield 
conglomerate was deposited by glacial action. — AtJienccum. 


SYENITE OP THE MALVERN HILLS. 

A SPECIMEN of the ** Rowlay Rag” has been sent by the Rev. 
H. Thompson to the Malvern Naturalists’ Field Club. The Rowley 
Ragstone is an ancient basalt, and when melted in a powerful fur- 
nace, and quickly cooled, it becomes a beautiful black vitreous 
mineral, which can be run into moulds, and thus form works of art ; 
but when slowly cooled after melting, it assumes its original basaltic 
character. This has led to a curious circumstance in connexion with 
the great bonfire on the Malvern Hills, on the 10th of January, 1856. 
At the request of Sir William J ardine, Mr. Thompson examined if the 
rocks on the summit were vitrified by the fire, as is the case in some 
parts of Scotland, where ancient fire-beacons have been kindled. 
Now the Malvern summit was no^ vitrified, yet the heat from the fire 
had been so concentrated upon the foundation rocks by the powerful 
wind bearing down the flames, that they were much roasted and 
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altered. A quarry at the back of News Wood, at the western base of 
the Hereiordshii'e Beacon, which Mr. Tliompson had visited with 
M. de la Harpe, a distinguished Swiss geologist, displayed a remark- 
able section of trap and greenstone dyke, intersecting syenite, and 
the syenite in contact with the greenstone was not to be distinguished 
from that roasted by the Malvern bonfire, thus showing the heated 
state of the greenstone when inserted among the syenite . — Ahridyed 
from the Worcester Journal. 

SPONQKOUS ORIGIN OP THE SILICEOUS BODIES OF THE CHALK 
FORMATION. 

Mr. J. S. Bowerbank attributes the whole of the numerous strata 
of nodular and tabular flints to vast quantities of spongeous bodies 
that existed in the seas of those remote periods, — the elective attrac- 
tion of the animal matter of the sponges inducing the deposit of the 
silex, which in the first instance is always in the form of a thin film 
surrounding the skeleton of the sponge, and from which successive 
crops of calcedonic crystals proceed, until the solidification of the 
whole is effected. The tabular form is iiccounted for on the pre- 
sumption that the sponges originating the deposit grew on a more 
consolidated bottom than the tuberous ones, and that they therefore 
developed themselves in a lateral direction instead of in an erect 
position, and on approximating each other wore cemented together, 
and thus formed continuous beds of considerable extent ; and the 
author illustrated this portion of his subject by the production 
of four recent sponges of the same species, which, by being placed 
in contact while in the living state, became firmly united to each 
other within eighteen hours, ultimately forming one sponge, Tlie 
occurrence of the shells of Echinodenns and of bivalve shells filled 
with flint was accounted for on the same principle ; and the author 
produced recent bivalve shells, in a closed condition, completely filled 
with recent sponges of the same species as the sponges of commerce. 
The loose specimens of the fossil sponges included in the Wiltshire 
flints were explained on the principle that, although sponges of the 
same species readily adhere to each other when placed in contact, 
those of different species never unite, however closely they may be 
pressed together. The author concluded his paper by applying the 
same principles to the siliceous deposits of the whole of the geological 
formations which were of aqueous origin, — Proc. Brit. Assoc. 


STRATA OF HASTINGS CLIFFS. 

Between Hastings and Cliff End, to the eastward, the sea has 
considerably modified the aspect of the cliffe since Mr. Webster 
described the strata of this coast in detail ; and Mr. S. H. Beckles 
having devoted much time and labour to the search for fossils in 
these cliffs, has been enabled to work out the relations of some beds 
of sandstone and clays subordinate to the conglomeratic shale and 
ironstone which Mr. Webster described as the lowest strata visible in 
the series. The above-mentioned shale and ironstone contain remains 
of Insects (discovered by Messrs. Binfield in 1853) and Saurians, 
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together with Cyrmce and Uinonidas ; and the ironstone is full of 
fragmentary plant-remains. In the sandstone beneath are also 
UnimeSt and the natural casts of great foot- tracks, already described 
by Mr. Beckles. In the next succeeding bed are beautiful Zamia- 
like plant-remains, together with a large Unio or Anodorif and a 
Pcdudina. Beneath these is the clay, in which Hyhodus-B^mes were 
the only fossils found. 

FUNGUS IMBEDDED IN PENS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 

Fungi are so rare in a fossil state, if indeed any undoubted cases 
occur before the post pliocene period, that no apology need be made 
for recording so trifling a matter as the present. Moulds are occa- 
sionally well preserved in amber, and a diligent search would pro- 
bably detect species of other groups among the vegetable relics of 
the London clay. In the museum at Kew, there is a specimen of 
Polyjjorua fomentariua, Fr., communicated from the fens of Cam- 
bridgeshire by the Eev. Mr. Hailstone, where it occurred with bog 
oak, and must have been buried for many centuries. The specimen 
is so perfect, that it shows the particular substance of the pileus in 
admirable condition, both as regards colour and texture. It may be 
remarked that the specimen, which is attached by the centre, and 
ungulate, is far more strongly lanate than any British individuals 
which have passed through my hands, and in fact accords perfectly 
with one which was gathered in Sikkim by Dr. Hooker, and which 
may be seen in the same compartment of the museum. It must have 
been dependent from some large branch, a situation in which the 
species seldom if ever occum in Great Britain, and was probably 
surrounded by a moister atmospheie, in consequence of the preva- 
lence of extensive forests that exist at present in the same or neigh- 
bouring districts. — Bei'lcelnj Journ. Pror. Linn. 6’oc., June, 1856. 

PROBABLE PERMIAN CHARACTER OF THE RED SANDSTONE OF THE 
SOUTH OF SCOTLAND. 

Mr. E. W. Binney, in a letter to Sir Charles Lyell, F.G.S., 
state.s that, during a late visit to the South of Scotland, he came to 
the conclusion that the Eed Sandstones of Canobie on the Esk, 
Lockerbie, Corncockle Muir, Dumfries, Thornhill, Sanquhar, and 
Mauchline, as well as those of the West of Scotland generally, with 
the exception of the Annan beds, containing tracks of the Labyriu- 
thodon, will have to be classed as Permian instead of Triassic. The 
Pennian beds of the north-west of England, as described lately by 
the author in the Mancluxter MemoirSy consist of — 1. Red and varie- 
gated marls (gypsiferous in the north, and calciferous in the south of 
the district), 300 feet thick; 2. Magnesian limestone, 10 feet; 
8. Conglomerate, 350 feet; 4. Low’er new red sandstone, 500 feet. 
Ibe conglomerate of the above list is represented, according to the 
autlior, hy^the breccia of the South of Scotland underlying red sand- 
stones. ^e conglomerate or breccia consists of a cement, similar 
throughout the whole region, and of fragments of rocks which vary 
in their character according to the localities; the imbedded frag- 
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ments haying been in every case derived from the local rocks. The 
circamstance of the large trs^ of the South-west of Scotland hitherto 
mapped as Trias proving to be Permian will be of great import.ince 
to the ironstone and coal districts of the vicinity ; since in some in- 
stances these latter deposits will probably be followed beneath it. 

CBYOLITK OF GREENLAND. 

Mr. J. W. Taylor has communicated to the Geological 
Society a paper “ on the Cryolite of Greenland.” At Evigtuk, on 
the shore of the Fiord of Arksut, in South Greenland, is a mass of 
cryolite, 80 feet thick, 300 feet long, and dipping southward, at an 
angle of 45°, between two planes of the including gneiss, to an 
unknown depth. The upper or roof gneiss is separated from the 
cryolite by a thin layer of quartz, crystals, and a rich vein of argen- 
tiferous galena, associated with some copper and iron pyrites and 
sparry iron ore. The same minerals, together with fine crystals of 
tantalite, are diffused on the upper part of the cryolite to the depth 
of a few feet. The mass of cryolite is quite pure until within 10 
feet of the under or floor gneiss, when again similar minerals are dis- 
seminated in it. The cryolite is separated from the under gneiss by a 
vein of dark purple fluor spar. The central cryolite miuis, when 
exposed at the su^ace (to which the sea has access), is quite white ; 
but when penetrated to a depth of 10 feet, although free from other 
minerals, it is of a darker colour, and at 15 feet depth becomes nearly 
black, and more translucent than the outer portion of the mass or bed. 
The author finds that the black- coloured cryolite, when heated to a 
dull redness, loses about one per cent, of moisture and acid, and 
becomes less translucent ; and he considers that the cryolite was ori- 
ginally dark-coloured, and tliat the white and somewhat less compact 
and more opaque variety has resulted from the action of some 
external cause ; possibly, he thinks, in this case the agency of over- 
lying igneous rocks. Two vertical trap- dykes traverse the cliff near 
by, one on either side of the cryolite ; and, although no such rocks 
now overlie the spot in question, the author thinks it quite probable 
that the known powerful effects of the atmospheric agencies in the 
Greenland ch'mate may have removed all traces of the overlying 
eruptive rocks, to the former existence and influence of which he 
refers the change of condition seen in the superficial cryolite.* 

THE DEAD REA. 

Mr. H. Poole, a short time since, went to this district to look 
for nitre, which was reported to have been met there ; but he met with 
none, and found reason to suppose that the report was unfounded. 
He noticed bituminous shales at Nebidlousa, and sulphurous earths 
both there and at £1 Lisan on the Dead Sea, but the sulphur was 
not found in any large quantity. The author has exhibit^ to the 
Geological Society a series of these deposits, and of rock-salt and 

* Aluminium has been obtained from cryolite. Bee page 117 of the present 
volume. 


R 



258 


YEAK-BOOK OF FACTS. 


other minerals in the neighbourhood of the Dead Sea^ together with 
recent natural history specimens, volcanic and other rock specimens, 
and some tertiary and cretaceous fossils from the district visited. 

inCROSCOPIOAL STRUCTUBB OF MICA SCHIST. 

Mr. H. C. Sorby, in a paper read to the British Association, has 
described the peculiar microscopical structures, chiefly confining 
himself to such as throw light on tbe metamorphic theory. Tliese con> 
sist in the form and manner of arrangement of the quartz and mica, 
V Inch give rise to two very distinct varieties : one analogous to a 
simple stratified rock, without slaty cleavage, in which crystalline 
changes had occurred, which he terms stratification foliation ; and 
the other as if the rock had previously been compressed, so that it 
developed slaty cleavage, which he calls cleavage foliation. These, 
especially the latter, present such characters as, he contends, could 
not possibly be explained, except by supposing that the rock was 
originally analogous to clay slate, and had afterwards been altered 
by crystalline processes. He argued that these bad taken place 
when water was present ; for the quartz contains grefit numbers of 
minute closed cavities, still more or less full of water, which had 
been shut up in the solid ciystals when they were formed ; and that, 
therefore, the metamorphism had been produced by an aqueous pro- 
cess, probably accompanied with an elevated temperature, and not 
by a purely igneous action of partial fusion. 

A HEW DIAMOND. 

Two French chemists, Messrs. Wohler and Deville, have suc- 
ceeded in crystallising the well-known substance Boron, which has 
hitherto been known only as a greenish brown powder, or in com- 
bination with an acid, and they have submitted specimens of the 
crystals to the Paris Academy of Sciences. Tliese crystals possess 
a brilliance and refractive power which nothing equals but the 
diamond ; and they rival even that in hardness, being capable of 
scratching corundum, which, next to diamond, is the hardest sub- 
stance known. The specimens yet obtained are very small, and have 
a shade of red or yellow, but the colour is believed to be accidental, 
and it is hoped that further experiment will enable the chemist to 
procure it colourless. Boron agrees with silicon in many of its pro- 
perties, and is considered as intermediate between it and carbon. 
This discovery may soon put us in possession of a factitious diamond, 
which the most experienced eye will be unable to distinguish from 
the genuine. — Scotsman. 

AN EXTRAORDINARY DIAMOND 

Has been sent from Rio, consigned to Messrs. Devoy and Ben- 
jamin, who have submitted the same to the Queen. It weighs 254 4 
carats, and is allege to be likely, when polished, to exceed in size 
and brilliancy the Koh-i-noor. — Times. 
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THE BRINE SPRINGS OF CHESHIRE. 

A Salt Manufacturer/* in a letter to the Times, writes . — 

I have been connected with the salt trade of Cheshire upwards of 
50 years, and for a considerable length of time have been a manufac- 
turer of salt. I have within the last two years sunk two new brine 
shafts at my works. A shaft had been sunk in 1829, which continued 
good until 1853. In 1854 1 sank another shaft near to the old one. 
The brine proved to be of an inferior quality, and in 1855 I sank a 
third shaft, at some 100 yards’ distance from the others. This brine, 
however, was good only until September in this year. We find at 
the depth of 54 or 60 yards from the level of the river a very hard, 
earthy matter, commonly called the ‘ flag, * of the thickness of two 
feet, under which there are rock salt and brine. This bed of rock 
salt varies in its thickness from 10 to 12 yards, and contains fully 20 
per cent, of impurities. Brine is made by the passing of water over 
this bed and becoming saturated with the i*ock, whence it is pumped 
up into cisterns to be converted into salt. As the bed of rocK salt is 
dissolved and^made into brine, the earth will naturally sink and follow 
the wasting away of the rock ; accordingly, we find that many places, 
both about Winsford and Northwich, which but a few years ago were 
high land, are now submerged many feet in water. Under this first 
bed of rock salt is found a stratum of very hard stony matter, con- 
taining no ))articles of salt, and perfectly impermeable to water. It 
varies in thickness from eight to ten yards. Beneath this stone the 
second bed of rock salt lies, a little better in quality than the first, 
and continues to 110 yards, at which depth we arrive at what is 
called the * lower mine,’ or best rock, which is our export rock. 

From close observation, it has been found tliat as the upper rock 
wastes away, our brine is reduced in strength. This may be accounted 
for by the sinking of the laud and the accumulation of dross or earthy 
matter preventing the free action of the water upon the rock. Were 
we to attempt to make the lower bed of rock into a brine shaft, our 
efforts would be a failure, having no brine or water whatever below 
the second stone to dissolve the rock into brine, and to run water 
down would, in a very short time, eat away the pillars that support 
the eye of the mine, and the result would be that the shaft would fall 
in. We had proofs of this half a centuiy ago, and it is not an un- 
common occurrence in the neighbourhood of Northwich at tiie pre- 
sent time. The only way of obtaining salt from the lower bed is by 
raising the rock and dissolving it in cisterns ; this would be attended 
with considerable expense. 1 am strongly of opinion that the time 
is not far distant when we shall experience a very great diminution 
in the strength of our brine . I went round the entire saltworks at 
Winsford on Saturday last, and tested eveiy brine shaft, and I did 
not find one the brine of which was the same strength it was only 
three weeks ago. Can this be wondered at, when we consider the 
vast drainage that is daily taking place ? At our present rate of 
working we are consuming 400,000 cubical feet of brine at Winsford 
alone every day.” 
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ARTESIAN WELLS. 

The first Artesian Well, it is believed, ever bored in Norwich, 
has been completed at the brewery of Messrs. Morgan, King-street, 
by Mr. Thomas Clarke, the artesian well engineer to Her Majesty’s 
dockyards. For 38 feet below the surface a 6-feet cast-iron cylinder 
was sunk : at about 80 feet from the surface, and, of course, pro- 
jecting 8 feet into the cylinder, a shaft or cast-iron pipe, 12 inches 
in diameter, commences its descent. For 12 feet the borings were 
found to be thi'ough loose flints, decidedly impregnated with sewerage 
deposits : to this, for about 16 feet, succeeded a kind of yellow marl, 
varying much in colour. The borings, after this, were through 
white chalk, with layers of flint at intervals of three feet, and this 
continued (the flint layers becoming harder, and the chalk more 
and more pure) until, at the depth of 200 feet from the surface, a 
copious supply of water was obtained. Tlie borings were continued 
38 feet further, to insure perfect fl^dom from the slightest impurity 
or turbidity. When the bore-pipe was removed, the water flowed 
into the cylinder at the rate of 500 gallons per minute. The water 
fills 8 feet of the cylinder, at the bottom of which is a 4- feet layer 
of concrete and cement, and from this, by means of force-pumps 
and other machinery, the supply is derived. After the steam- 
engines had pumped for twelve hours, the quantity of water was not 
reduced in the cylinder more than 4 inches. The flow of water is about 
160 gallons per minute. The water, according to the Norfolk Chro- 
nicle, has been found,, on analysis, to be of the very purest character, 
and admirably adapted for brewing purposes. — Builder, No. 721. 

The boring of an Artesian W’’ell, at Kentish Town, has proved un- 
successful. It now appears, from particulars published by the 
Geological Society, that the work was abandoned when the borings 
had reached a depth of 1302 feet, no water having been met with. 
This unexpected result disappoints and astonishes those who, with 
Mr. Prestwich, hoped for and predicted a copious supply of water 
from the lower greensands. The lower greensands are naturally 
expected to occur immediately below the gault ; but in the present 
instance, the gault was found to be succeed by “176 feet of a 
series of red clays with intercalated sandstones and grits.” It is a 
fact which sets our geologists pondering. Has it any relation with 
Mr. Austen’s theory, that carboniferous rocks may possibly be met 
with under the chaUc in this part of England ? is one among other 
interesting questions now discussed. The level of the London 
wells has sunk 50 feet since 1822, and falls at the rate of 18 or 24 
inches a year. An Artesian well has been for some months in 
progress in the Bois de Boulogne, near Paris. It is a mhtre in 
diameter, and when finished will be 700 mbtres deep — 150 more than 
the famous well of Grenelle. Mr. Kind, the engineer, carries on the 
boring by means of the Chinese method of percussion, which has the 
merit of l^ing simple and expeditious. To give a notion of it : pine-rods 
five mbtres in length are provided. A monkey” with iron teeth is 
attached to the first of these rods, and this to a twenty-four horse- 
power steam-engine, which, by a succession of lifts and falls, twenty 
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times a minute, speedily sends the monkey into the ground beneath. 
So the boring goes on, other rods being screwed on as the depth 
increases ; water is soon met with ; the hole fills, and the rods being 
of the same specific gravity as the water, their weight ceases to be 
felt. Every twelve hours the rods are unscrewed, the monkey is 
raised, and a large bucket with a valved bottom is let down into the 
pulpy mass at the bottom, where, having filled itself, the valves close, 
and it is brought up full. This method is thus seen to present im- 
portant advantages; it effectually obviates the slowness and impeding 
weight of the iron borer. Mr. Kind is confident of success. He 
has already sunk a well 730 mbtres deep, and has one or two others 
in progress besides the one here noticed ; and with a large iron cylin- 
der contrived for the purpose, he brings to the surface huge specimens 
of every stratum through which the sinking passes. — ('hamhfvs' s 
Journal. 


EXPERIMENTAL REREARCHKS ON THE GRANITES OP IRELAND. 

The Rev. Professor S. Haughton, A.M., J<\G.S., has commu- 
nicated to the Geological Society this paper. Tlie first part described 
the granites of the south-east of Ireland, which are reducible to 
three types, depending on their chemical and mineralogical compo- 
sition. The granite of the first type, which Mr. Haughton proposed 
to call “ Potash- granite,” is found in the main granitic chain of 
Wicklow and Wexford, and also at Canisore, at the extreme south- 
east of Ireland. The granite of the second type, which is a ^‘Soda- 
granite,” occurs at Rathdrum and Oulart, and is distinguished from 
the foimer by a diminution of silica, and an increase of lime and 
soda. The third granite is peculiar, and found only at Croghan 
Kinshela, near the gold-mines of Wicklow. It consists of quartz, 
albite, and chlorite ; while the potash- granites of the main chain 
consist of quartz, orthoclase, and margarodite mica. 

The second part of the paper described the three granitic districts 
of the north-east of Ireland, known as the Mounie, Carlingford, and 
Newry granitic districts. 

The granite of the Mourne district consists of quartz, orthoclase, 
albite, and a green mica, probably similar to margarodite. 

The Carlin^ord granite is a potash-granite, in which hornblende 
replaces mica. At the junction of this granite with the carboni- 
ferous limestone of the neighbourhood, a remarkable change takes 
place in the granite on penetrating the limestone in dykes. From 
being originally a compound of quartz, orthoclase, and hornblende, 
it is converted by the addition of lime into a compound of horn- 
blende and anorthite, which latter mineral was noticed for the first 
time as entering into the composition of British rocks. 

The Newrry granites belong to the “soda-granite” type, and 
resemble in many respects the secondary granites of the Wicklow 
and Wexford districts. 


IRON DEPOSITS IN THE HIMALAYAS. 

Specimens of the recently discovered Iron deposits in the Hima- 
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layas, Northern India, have been exhibited at the Institution of 
Civil Engineers, by Mr. W. Sowerby. These deposits were found 
in the lower range of hills, called the Bhabur, at a general elevation 
of about 600 feet above the adjacent plains ; and they were more 
or less continuous from the Sada river, on the confines of Nepal, to 
the river Ganges, a few miles above the head of the grand Ganges 
Canal, at Hurdwar, being about 150 miles in length. 

Tliere are six different beds of iron-stone, one above the other, 
of var 3 ring thickness and quality. The lowest bed was a rich red 
ironstone associated with clay, and its thickness w^as, in many 
places, upwards of fifty feet. They contained on an average nearly 
fifty per cent, of metallic iion . The following was the analysis of 
these ores : — 


Wafer and (jarboiiic acid 2‘00 

Earthy matter 22-40 

Arsenic 0-91 

Lime 2*60 

Peroxide of iron 73*60 

101*41 

Excess 1*41 

100*00 


Metallic iron 50*90 per cent. 

Tlio other beds were chiefly a compact brown clay ironstone, about 
fifteen to twenty feet in thickness, containing about forty per cent, 
of metal. There were also yellow hydrates and siliceous ironstones, 
of less thickness, and of poor quality. Masses of the richest iron- 
stone, many tons in weight, were found lying on the hill slopes, and 
the beds were in numerous places seen exposed in high escarpments 
and deep ravines. 

I'he enclosing rocks of the beds were micaceous sandstones, not 
unlike the sandstones of a coal formation ; thin seams of lignitic 
and slightly bituminous coal had been found outcropping. Moun- 
tain limestone, of excellent quality for flux, formed part of the 
adjacent hills. 

The district in which the iron ore w’as found was a dense primeval 
forest of Saul, Huldoo, Kya, Jamin, and other hard w’oods, in 
inexhaustible quantity, and peculiarly suitable for making charcoal. 
The number of small streams and large rivers issuing from the hills 
would afford ample water-power for any amount of machinery. 

The government of India decided on erecting a small experimental 
work during the cold seasons of 1855-6, which was intrusted to 
Mr. Sowerby ; specimens of the iron produced were exhibited, and 
w'ere so conclusive, as to have determined the question of the exten- 
sion of the works. 

The inteiior of the hills were also stated to contain immense 
deposits of rich hematite, specular, and magnetic iron ores ; like- 
wise copper, galena, and other minerals. Views of the locality, and 
of the work erected, were also shown. 

Specimens of coal, iron, copper, galena, &c., discovered by Mr. 
Sowerby in South Eastern Africa, were likewise exhibited. The 
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coal-beds were in the territory of Natal, and were traced from the 
sea-coast to the Kathlamba Mounts, a distance of about 150 mi^es ; 
they varied in thickness from a few inches to fourteen feet at the 
outcrop. Iron, copper, &c., were found in gi’eat abundance and 
variety in various districts. 

GOLD AT THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

Mr. A. Wyley, in a Geological Report upon the Gold District in 
the neighbourhood of Smithfiold, says: — “Taking into account the 
similar circumstances of two pits, sunk tlirough the same stratum 
only five yards apart, it was very improbable that one should contain 
twelve separate grains of gold and the other none, and that in three 
or four other pits alongside no trace of the metal should be found. I 
became now convinced that, in the case of this particular pit, some 
deception had been practised, by whom it was impossible to say. 
One thing was now pretty clear to me, that there was not the 
remotest chance of the Smithfield gold workings succeeding as a 
commercial speculation. Gold does occur, I have reason to believe, 
in greater quantity to the northwards in the Free State, but there is 
very much question whether it will even there be found in remunera- 
tive quantity. The conditions under which gold has hitherto been 
found to occur are singularly uniform. In all the noted gold districts 
wo liave the older slates penetrated by masses of yreenstone, and 
mostly, if not always, granite near. As I have already shown, in 
the case of the tract under consideration, two out of three of these 
conditions are wanting. Tlie rocks are of comparatively modem age, 
and there is not granite nearer tlian some hundreds of miles beyond 
the Vaal River. The fact, then, of gold occurring in so limited 
quantity, accords with past experience, vindicates the truth of geolo- 
gical theory, and the uniform and consistent workings of nature.” 


GOLD IN ARGYLEBHIBE. 

Mb. Andrew Smith, “mining engineer, and late from California,” 
writing to a contemporary, from Dunoon, says: — “The auriferous 
hills of Aigyleshire attracted my attention whUe staying at this place 
last autumn. The foreshore along the front of this town, and the 
rock which the landing pier is built upon, is composed of gold bear- 
ing quartz, along with a slaty formation shelving in the usu^ manner, 
identically the same as I have observed in all the gold quartz 
countries that 1 have visited. Those indications induced me to trace 
a gold-bearing quartz- vein a considerable way inland till I arrived on 
the south side of a hill of considerable height. The face of this bill 
is richly impregnated with gold, copper, and some other minerals, 
but no indications being on the north side. Having provided myself 
with proper prospecting implements a few days since, I washed out 
some dirt which I found to be auriferous, and picked up a few small 
nuggets, two of which I send for your inspection.” 
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POSSIBLE ORIGIN OP VEINS OP GOLD IN QUARTZ AND OTHER 
ROCKS. 

Mr. L. L. B. Ibbetson, F.R.S., having mixed a solution of gold 
in nitromuriatic acid with five times its weight of water, and placed 
it in a Berlin evaporating dish on a thick sheet of copper over a gas- 
lamp, the author observed a crack in the basin, which was increasing. 
On transfen-ing the solution to another basin, he found that the 
crack presented a vein of gold ; the pure gold forming small nodular 
masses along the fissure, both inside and out, and resembling veins 
of gold in auriferous quartz-i*ocks. Under the circumstances of the 
low temperature at which the solution was being evaporated, the 
diluted state of the solution still left unevaporated, and the difife- 
rence of the appearance of the nodular form of the gold- vein from the 
usual appearance of the metallic gold obtained by evaporation from 
such a solution, the author thought it woi'th while to describe and 
exhibit the specimen to the meeting . — Proceedings of the Qeologiccd 
Society, 


GENERAL STATISTICS OP GOLD. 

In 1848, the total amount of gold in use in the world was esti- 
mated by the best authorities at about 600, 000, OOOZ. sterling, and 
the annual supply was believed to be between eight millions and nine 
millions sterling. From the recent extraordinary influx consequent 
on the opening of the gold fields of California and Australia, we may 
compute the amount now in hand at about 820,000,000^. sterling. 
The data in this estimate are as follow ; — 

From a table in Westgartli’s Victoria^ it appears that these two 
regions have produced as follows : — 


California. Australia. 

1840 . . . 2,000,000 None. 

1860 . . . 9,000,000 None. 

1861 . . . 13,000,000 1,000,(K)0 

1862 . . . 16,00^000 14,000,000 

1853 . , . 20,000,000 20,000,000 

Or CaUfomia an addition of £659,000,000 

Australia do 36,000,000 

All other sources in the five years 40,000,000 

To those add the present product of £60,000,000 per annum 
from all quarters for two years 100,000,000 


£834,000,000 

From this deduct for waste, estimated at £2,000,000 per 

annum for seren years 14,000,000 


£820,000,000 

This net product now in the world is equivalent to about 
205,000,000 ounces troy, or 8542 tons. Great as the amount 
teems, it could be all contained in a cubic block of gold only 23 feet 
in diameter. 

The gold coinage in Great Britain, France, and the United States, 
amounted in 1843 to 4,200, 000^., and in 1853, it was 41,800,000/., 
or nearly tenfold as large. — Ed^n, New Phil. JoumcU, No. 7. 
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ON FOSSILS PROM THE CRIMEA. COMMUNICATED TO THE BRITISH 
ASSOCIATION BY MR. W. H. BAILY. 

The fossils which formed the subject of this communication 
belong, with one excei)tion, to the Invertebrata, and were princb 
pally collected in the southern part of the Crimea, by Captain C. F. 
Cockbum, of the Koyal Artillery : comprising a series from the 
Monastery of St. George, and gorge of Iphigenia, consisting of 
fossils from the J urassic and oldest deposits ; from the tertiaries 
resting immediately upon them, and from the volcanic or eruptive 
rocks which have disturbed and broken up some of these strata, 
together with a set of well-preserved newer tertiary mollusca from 
the Quarantine Harbour. The musuem of Practical Geology has 
also received, from Major Cook, of the Royal Engineers, a suite of 
somewhat similar forms of steppe limestone fossils from the Bedan 
and near the dockyard of Sebastopol, and some interesting Jurassic 
Brachiopoda from Balaklava ; also from Lieutenant-Colonel Munro, 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Lygon Cocks, of the Coldstream 
Guards, other specimens of the steppe limestone, containing fossils 
obtained from the ground before Sebastopol upon which the allied 
armies were encamped, and volcanic and mineral specimens from the 
sea- coast. These instructive collections, including a series of fossils 
from the various strata of the Crimea, formerly presented by the 
Imperial School of Mines at St. Petersburgh, enables us to add to 
the published lists of fossils from that country seventy-four species. 

The geology of this peninsula having been described in detail by 
M. Du Bois de Montpereaux, M. Huot in the work of Demidoff, 
M. Hommaire de Hell, and by Sir R. Murchison and M. De 
Vemeuil in the Geology of Russia and the Ural Mountains^ a 
slight sketch of the formations represented in that country only is 
necessary. The most ancient deposits of the Crimea are those at the 
base of the Jurassic formation, described as black schists, composed 
of hard, soft, and ferruginous beds, which are probably equivalent to 
the trias or New Red Sandstone, appearing in the Valley of Baidar 
and other localities ; and on the coast being superimposed by the 
lias ; overlying the schists of the lias are the Jurassic rocks, which 
extend along the southern sea-coast from Balaklava to the vicinity 
of Theodosia or Kaifa, a length of about 100 miles. This mountain 
chain of hard and crystalline limestones, pierced and broken into by 
volcanic eruptions of greenstone, porphyry, &c., is, with its asso- 
ciated strata, analogous to that of the Caucasus, and proceeds in a 
direction E.N.E. to S.S.W., its highest point being at Tchatir Dagh 
or Tent Mountain, at an elevation of 5135 feet. The Bay of 
Balaklava is enclosed on both sides by steep and rugged rocks of 
the Jurassic formation, composed of compact red and grey lime- 
stones, in which are clefts filled with a reddish clay ; these limestones 
and clays contain numerous organic remains, the most abundant of 
which are corals and Echinodermata. At the foot of the chain 
towards the north the lower division of the cretaceous series, or 
“ Neocomien,'* may be well observed, its horizontal beds resting 
unconformably either upon the Jurassic limestones or upon the 
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shales at their base, the intermediate snbdivisions being absent. 
Upon these beds repose the upper cretaceous series, composed of 
shales (probably equivalent to the gault), upper greensand, chalk 
marl, and white chalk. On the eastern coast the hippuritic and 
Senonian sub-divisions rest immediately on the disturbed Jurassic 
beds, the intermediate subdivisions being absent. 

The cretaceous formation does not occupy much space in the 
Crimea, being inclosed between nummulitic deposits and the Jurassic 
limestone, taking the same direction, and extending from Kaffa to 
Cape Chersonese on the S.W. coast. The soft calcareous rock of 
Inkermann, from which the beautiful white stone used in construct- 
ing most of the public buildings of Sebastopol was obtained, is very 
easily worked, but becomes harder and more durable by exposure to 
the atmosphere. From comparison of its fossils, it appears to be 
identical with the upper chalk. The Lower Tertiary or Eocene is 
represented by the nummulitic formation ; which, like the creta- 
ceous series, is elevated by the mountainous region of the coast, and 
disposed in long bands following its contour. This formation com- 
mences in the environs of Tlieodosia, continuing to the north near 
to Karasubazar, Simferopol, and Eaktchi Serai, terminating at the 
S.W. coast, near Sebastopol. The Upper Tertiary formation in- 
cludes the older and newer Caspian or Steppe limestone, the former of 
which subdivisions, or older Caspian, occupies the northern and 
greater portion of the peninsula at Eupatoria, Sebastopol, &c., 
including the chief limestones round Kertch, and the deposits 
of the cliffs of Kamiesch, Boroun, and Taman. These limestones 
and sands, associated in some localities with volcanic ashes, tufa, 
&c., occur in various conditions, as shelly and oolitic limestones of 
marine and fresh- water origin, being more or less fossiliferous. The 
Heracleotic Chersonesus is, as it were, a shred of the steppe lime- 
stone ; the Bay of Sebastopol exhibiting a succession of formations 
from the most recent of these tertiaries, through the nummulitic 
limestone and chalk. The newer Caspian occupies the still more 
northern extremity of tlie Crimea, extending to Perekop, Kherson, 
and the shores of the Sea of Azof. The environs of Kertch and 
Taman are the most favourable localities to observe its characters, 
and here the fossils are in good preservation. The existence of coal 
dej)osits has been often rumoured, but on examination proved to be 
lignite of very ordinary quality. 


THE GASTORNIS. 

Professor Owen has read to the Geological Society a paper 
on the Affinities of the great extinct Bird {Gastomu Parinensis, 
Hebert) from the lower Eocene near Paris.” 

Professor Owen communicated the results of his comparisons of 
the fossil tibia of the Gaatomis Parisiensia, Hubert, — a large bird 
from the lower Eocene deposits at Meudon, near Paris — with the 
tibiae of knowm recent and fossil birds. 

The tibia of the Gastomis presents the same median position of 
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the supra-tendinal bridge as in the Albatross and the iamellirostral 
web-footed birds ; b^t, as the same position of the bridge occurs in 
the Notornis, the Gallinule, the Raven, and some accipitrine birds, 
that character is not conclusive of the affinities of the Gastornis to 
the Palmipeds ; and it is further invalidated by a difference in the 
aspect of the plane of the lower outlet of the bridge. In the Alba- 
tross {Diomedcea) and the Lamellirostres, the foramen or outlet looks 
directly forwards ; its plane is vertical. In the oblique aspect of 
that outlet, the Gaatomia more resembles the large Waders (OvaUa) 
and the Dinornu tribe. Amongst the Gallinacew, the Turkey {Me- 
learfris) nearly resembles the Gastwnis in the position of the bridge ; 
and more nearly resembles it than does the Albatross or the Swan in 
the low tuberosity external to the bridge above the base of the outer 
condyle, as well as in the shallow groove dividing that tuberosity 
from the bridge. The depression on the fore-part of the tibia above 
the distal condyles, if natural to the OastornUf is a structure not 
precisely repeated in any of the Ch'aUce. In the Cicmiia Argala the 
anterior interspace of the condyles fonns a cavity, bounded above by 
the tubercle and ridge developed from the bridge, and by the oblique 
converging upper borders of the condyles below. The canal of the 
bridge opens below into the concavity. In the Orua Antigone the 
lower border of the outlet of the bridge defines, with a tubercle ex- 
ternal to it, the shallow supracondyloid cavity ; but there is no 
definite fossa, like that in the Gastornia. 

In the Notornia^ the breadth of the lower end of the tibia a little 
exceeds the depth or fore-and-aft diameter of the condyles. The 
supra-tendinal bridge is of moderate breadth, is transverse, and 
median in position ; its lower outlet looks forward just above the 
wide and shallow intercondyloid space. The extinct A]>tornis chiefly 
differs from the Notornis in the less median position of the bridge, 
and in the more shallow canal leading to it. In the Dinornin, the 
breadth and depth of the condyles are equal ; the outer condyle is 
the broadest, the inner one is the most prominent ; their articular 
surfaces are so continuous as to leave no space answering to the 
intercondyloid space in the A2:>torni8f Notornis, &c. The bridge is 
situated nearer the inner side of the bone, is subtrans verse, rather 
narrow, with a widely elliptical lower outlet opening above the inner 
condyle. 

The Gastornia was a bird of the size of the Ostrich, but with 
more bulky proportions, and in that respect more resembling the 
JJinornis : it appears to have had nearer affinities with the wading 
order, and therein, perhaps, to the Ealiidw; but the modifications 
of its tibia indicate a genus of birds distinct from all previously 
known genera. 


FOSSIL APES. 

M. Fontan has discovered, in the south of France, a new Fossil 
Ape, allied to the Chimpanzee or Ourang-outang, to which the 
name of Dryopitheciuf Fontani lias been given. It is supposed to 
have been frugivorous, and to have inhabited trees. There are thus 
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six fossil apes in Europe : — two in Britain, Macacm eooenus and 
Macacm pliocenus of Owen ; three in France, Pliopithecus antiquusy 
Dryopithecus Foniani, and Semnopithecus monspessidanvbs of Lartet, 
which latter is probably the same as the Pithecus inaritimus of M. 
de Christol ; and lastly Mizopithecm pentelicm of Wagner or Semno- 
pithecus pentelicui of Lartet, the ape of Pikenni in Greece. — Filin’ 
huryh Neno Philoaophical Journal, No. 8. 

ICHTHYOSAURUS. 

A BEAUTIFUL and almost perfect specimen of the Ichthyosaurus 
has been found in the quarries of Mr. Ephraim Cross, quawy- 
master, in the village of Street, near Bath. The length of the fossil is 
exactly seven feet, and there does not appear to be a single bone, 
even of the most delicate character, wanting. The ribs, the nume- 
rous bones forming the fins, the jaws, the sockets from which the 
eyes once glared fiercely upon its prey, are all wondrously perfect. 
Only in one instance, about the middle of the vertebral column, does 
any defect appear : this is a little displacement, or huddling together 
of the bones, doubtless caused by the tremendous weight of the super- 
incumbent mass, which had stopped him in his career of life. This 
specimen was found at a depth of only three feet from the surface of 
the earth. 


THE DTNOENIS. 

(See the Vignette on the title-page of the present volume.) 

Professor Owen has read to the Zoological Society a Memoir 
(No. VII.) on Dinoniis, being a description of a new species, the 
Dinornia elephantopus, Ow. Mr. Walter Mantell having deposited 
in the British Museum his extensive collection of remains of great 
wingless birds from New Zealand, and Professor Owen having, at 
the request of Mr. Waterhouse, undertaken the examination of the 
collection with a view to determine the bones and the species to 
which they belong, the Professor had discovered a species distinct 
from, and moi*e extraordinary than, any that he had previously seen 
and described. For this species, which he regarded as the most 
remarkable of the feathered class for its prodigious strength and 
massive proportions, he proposed the name of Dinornu elephantopus. 
The parts of its skeleton selected for the subject of the evening’s dis- 
course were the femur, tibia, fibula, metatarse, and phalanges of the 
three toes ; the Professor having been able to recompose an entire 
lower limb of the elephant-footed bird. Its title to that name may 
be judged of by the proportions of some of these bones. In the 
Dinornis giganteus, e. g,, described by Professor Owen in 1843, the 
length of the metatarsal bone is eighteen inches and a half, the 
breadth of its lower end being five inches and a half ; in the Dinoi'nis 
elephantopus, the length of the corresponding bone is nine inches 
and a quarter, the breadth of the lower end being five inches and one- 
third. The extraordinary proportions of the metatarsus of this wing- 
less bird will be perhaps still better understood by comparison wiSi 
the same bone in the ostrich, in which the metatarsus is nineteen 
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inches in length, the breadth of its lower end being only two inches 
and a half. From the materials accumulated by Mr. Maiitell, the 
entire skeleton of the elephant-footed Dinomis have been recon 
structed ; a worthy companion of the Megatherium and Mastodon in 
the gallery of fossil remains in the Briti^ Museum. The Dinomis 
elci)ha}itopus appears to have been restricted to the Middle Island of 
New Zealand. No bone or fragment of bone indicative of this 
species had ever reached the author from any part of the North 
Island of New Zealand. The specimens described, together with 
many other bones of the Dinornis elephantopus, were discovered by 
Mr. W. Mantell at “Kuamoa,’* three miles soutli of the point 
called the “First Rocky Head” in the Admiralty charts of the 
island. Bones of the entire leg and foot of the new Dinomis, to- 
gether with the reconstructed foot of the Dinornis rohusius, described 
in a previous memoir, were displayed, and their characters pointed 
out by Professor Owen. Tliis wo believe to be the only specimen of 
any species of Dinomis in which the skeleton has been reconstructed 
from the actual bones of one and the same individual bird. The 
ricli collection of remains of this singular extinct bird of New 
Zealand, brought over in May last by Mr. W. Mantell from the 
Middle Island, and purchased by the Trustees of the British Museum, 
has enabled this unique example to be added to the illustrations of 
the gigantic extinct creations of a former world. — Literai'ij Gazette, 

EAKTHqiJAKES IN 1856. 

These phenomena have )>een remarkably numerous and destruc- 
tive during the past year. 

San Francisco has experienced the severest shock of earthquake 
ever known in this vicinity since the settlement of California by 
Americans. Every building in the city and vicinity shook to its 
foundation ; and in some quarters (say the reports) tlie houses swayed 
and rolled as vessels in a heavy sea. 

India . — The Punjab has been visited by a succession of earth- 
quakes, but fortunately little or no damage has been sustained by 
the people, the vibrations being in most places slight. 

China . — Letters detail the destruction of the town of Yoo-Tching, 
on the north-western frontier of the Celestial Empire, by an earth- 
quake, on the 17th of August. Several days previously some shocks 
of the earth were felt throughout the southern districts of the pro- 
vince of Pe-Tchi- Li. The 16th of August passed quietly, but at 
three o’clock in the afternoon of the next day came a tremendous 
shock, which continued for two minutes. The town of Yoo-Tching, 
w here it was most violently felt, and several of the neighbouring vil- 
lages, were reduced to ruins, and some hundreds of people lost their 
lives. 

Cairo . — On the morning of Oct, 11, a severe shock of the earth 
was felt at Cairo, at Suez, and Alexandria : it lasted between fifty 
and sixty seconds. The official Report announced that two mosques 
were entirely down in Cairo, and many others partly so, or greatly 
damaged; 120 houses down or partly so in Cairo, and several in 
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Boulac ; 10 persons killed. In Alexandria it was also felt very 
severely. In Suez it was accompanied or followed by a severe hail- 
storm. 

Schemeka, in the Caucasus . — On the morning of the 11th July a 
heavy rumbling noise was followed by a violent shock of the earth, 
which although it lasted only about thirty seconds, 300 houses, and 
more than 100 shops, were thrown down ; only one person was killed, 
and five were wounded. 

Malta . — On the 12th October, at eleven minutes before two, A.M., 
the islands of Malta and Gozo were visited by violent shocks of an 
earthquake. In the city of Valetta scarcely a building escaped 
injury. At Floriana, and in each of the three cities, as well as in 
the harbour, the shocks were felt with considerable vigour ; and at 
Senglea, Cospicua, and Vittoriosa, many of the buildings are 
injured. At Civita Vecchia, all the churches, monasteries, nun- 
neries, and hospitals sustained damage. Malta, after the earthquake, 
was deluged by rain : according to the Malta Times^ 21 inches ot 
rain had fallen from October 17 to November 16. 

Rhodes. — Mr. Consul Campbell has communicated to the Geolo- 
gical Society some details of severe shock of tlie earth felt at the 
island of Rhodes on the 12th of October, at about three o’clock, a.m. 
The shock was felt also in the adjacent islands of Halki, Scarpanlos, 
Cassos, and Symi ; also at Marmarizza on the coast opposite. 

Candia . — On the night of October 11, the town of Canea, the 
chief port of the isle of Candia, was almost entirely destroyed by an 
earthquake, only 18 remaining out of 3620 dwelling-houses. Tlie 
number of persons killed is stated at 720. 

Palermo . — Professor Ragoioi, the Director of the Royal Observa- 
tory at Paleiino, reports two shocks to have been felt in tliat city at 
1 h. 69 min. 24 sec., A.M. (true time), on Oct. 11, strong, undulatory, 
of long duration, and remarkable for amplitude of the oscillations. 
The first shock continued nearly 8 seconds, and the second (with an 
interval of 2 or 3 seconds), 9 to 10 seconds. The above shocks were 
also felt at Puzzuoli, Castelainare, Bari, Avelhno, Tera di Lavor, 
CapiUna^ Basilicata, the two Principalities, Otranto, and Calabria. 

Wiltshire. — On March 14, at about 4 o’clock, P.M., a loud report 
was heard similar to the explosion of a powder-magazine, and at the 
same instant the ground shook with considerable violence, the con- 
cussion being felt throughout the villages of Sedgehill and Knoyle in 
South Wilts : house-bells were set ringing, chairs and crockery 
were shaken. 


VESUVIUS 

Has been in eruption in the past year, 1856. The Athenccum 
publish^ a letter from Vincenzo Cozzolino on this subject : — On 
the night of the 11th and 12th of October,’* he says, was on 
Vesuvius with a French family, and such was the noise it made, 
that the whole of the crater trembled, and the mountain was riven 
to its very centre in the direction of Torre del Greco, so that the 
funnel in ^is direction was filled up. From the 23rd to the 27th 
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ult. three streams of lava were seen to issue from three mouths 
which were formed within the new crater. These three mouths 
throw out large and small red-hot stones beyond the crater. In 
the crater of 1860 a mouth has been formed which throws out red- 
hot ashes as though it were a display of fire-works : its action is 
unceasing, and the effect is wonderfully beautiful to those who are 
on the summit. I asked my family if they had heard anything at 
Eesina on the night of the 11- 12th, and they answered that they 
heard as though it were the noise of an earthquake. This report 
is signed by Cozzolino, the 28th of October ; and perhaps every 
other night at intervals, the mountain makes some mighty efforts, 
and throws out a brilliant mass of fire. Vesuvius is so capricious, 
that one would scarcely like to risk his prophetic character by 
predicting anything regarding its movements, but appearance would 
certainly justify the expectation of a considerable eruption within 
the crater. It is now in full eruption, and at times, as I have 
announced, the ashes, stones, and ffames iire thrown high into the 
lieavens, forming a grand display. Such were some of the signs 
which preceded the last great eruption.” 

Mr. F. D. Hartland has describecl to the British Association the 
great eruption of May 1, 1855, when Vesuvius was invisible at 
Naples, and it was not till the afternoon that the fact became known 
that the eruption had commenced. A rush was made for Santa 
Lucia, the side of Naples from which the mountain can best be 
seen, and here the truth became apparent, as the mountain was 
blazing from several parts. Upon accomplisliing the ascent, and 
after passing the Hermitage, the intense heat betrayed the approach 
of the burning element ; and after leaving various cascades of fire, 
down which half melting blocks of lava were dashing at a pace to 
overcome all resistance, the current of the eruption was reached, 
and resembled a liquid fiery river rushing from the side of the cone, 
and apparently fed from an orifice about half way up it, which, 
amidst flames of fire, was throwing out stones to an immense height, 
accompanied by volumes of dense smoke, whilst all below was clear, 
and the lava at times even assumed a bright phosphoric blue. This 
was the most magnificent part of the scene, as the ascent of the cone 
did not repay the risk and trouble. During this scene daylight 
dawned, and so earnest had been the attention given to it by the 
thousands assembled on the mountains, that although a perfectly 
visible eclipse of the moon occurred during the time, it passed, with 
few exceptions, unobserved. The eruption continued till near the end 
of the month, and before its close, eleven cones were in active ope- 
ration, the discharge from which was so great that at one time a 
total falling in of the mountain was dreaded. The discharge, almost 
unaccompanied by the ejection of stones, was the peculiarity of this 
eruptioD. 


VOLCANIC ERUPTION IN THE MOLUCCAS. 

An eruption of the active volcano on the island of the Great 
Sangir occurred on the 2nd of March. The lava streamed down- 
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wards with irresistible force in different directions. The hot springe 
opened up and cast a flood of boiling water. The sea lashed the 
rocks with frightful violence and dashed upon the shore. Thousands 
of trees were tom up and carried away. A black column of stones 
and ashes then shot up from the mountain to an immense height. 
Large stones were hurled through the air, crushing whatever they 
fell upon. Houses and crops which had not been destroyed by fire 
sank and disappeared beneath the ashes and stones. This lasted 
some hours. About midnight it ceased, but on the following day 
burst out again ; and an eruption on the 17th destroyed many fields 
and a great number of trees on the Tabukan side. The loss of life 
has been estimated at 3806 persons. 

A SUBMARINE VOLCANO. 

Captain C. H. Newell, of the whaling bark, Alice Frasier, 
describes the action of a Submarine Volcano which sprang into exis- 
tence in the Straits of Onnimah, in lat. 64° 36', long. 165°, on the 
26th of July, 1866. There were five or six vessels in company at the 
time when the volcano burst forth with vast clouds of dense black 
smoke, and threw an immense body of water to a tremendous height ; 
after which it emitted lava and pumice-stone on the decks of the 
vessel. The captain then heard a long rumbling roar, and felt 
several partial shocks of the earth. After about twelve hours’ calm, 
there sprang up a light breeze from the south, but then came the 
worst of aU. The winds, acting upon the dense body of smoke, 
blew it flat down upon the surface of the water, making it for more 
than 100 miles, as 1 ascertained from others, an almost total eclipse, 
shutting the land under it entirely from sight. The ashes fell, 
covering everything from deck to truck under one gn^ mantle of 
cinders, almost blinding the p^ple exposed, and growing dense and 
more dense, nearly to suffocation. As the breeze increased, the cap. 
tain worked his way to the westward, leaving the scathing, suffoca- 
ting mass rolling away to the north upon the eastern board. 

As the breeze built up into a dashing wind, along came four other 
ships ; when, just as tliey got fairly in with the north base of the 
mountain, there followed a long low rumbling directly beneath them, 
and there sprang instantly a vast terrific volcano among the veiy 
ships. First, the waters boiled and rose tumultuously ; th^en sprang, 
as by an effort of some vast fountain, to a great height. This gra- 
dually dissipated. Then from earth to heaven, with a thundering 
sound, there sprang a burst of smoke and flame. Following this 
was the casting up of lava and pumice-stone, from the size of a 
pebble to that of a boulder, covering all the vessels with lesser frag- 
ments of each. The eruption then sank almost as suddenly as it 
came, when the waters rolled into the chasm with the rush of a whirl- 
wind, meeting in the centre from every direction. 

great eruption of mauna loa, in hawau. 

The Kruption of 1855 was described in the Year-Book of Facte, 
1856, p. 270. In a letter dated January 9, 1856, the British Con- 
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8ul, Mr. Miller, states that the lava- stream originating in the erup- 
tion which broke out in August, continued flowing to the date of his 
letter, at which time it aj)peared to have been arrested in the forest 
at a distance of about ten miles from Hilo. In a later communica- 
tion, dated March 1, If^SG, Mr. Miller describes the lava-^tream as 
being sixty miles in length, and as liaving now reached within five 
or six miles of Hilo. There still imervened about three miles’ 
width of dense forest between it and the open ground to^^ards Hilo, 
Byron’s liay. It had burnt its way through the forest at the rate 
of al>out one mile in two weeks. In a letter dated July 1*2, 1856, 
Mr. F. A. Weld gives a detaded account of his ascent of Kihiuea 
and Mauna Loa, wdth observations on the craters and on the condi- 
tion of the lava-stream which had lately been ejecteil from a lateral 
opening on the latter mountain. Mr. \W>ld remarked also that a 
sligijt shock of the earth had been felt on the island of Maui, 
which is also of volcanic formation. 


NKW VOLCANIC CRATER NEAR ROME. 

The Roman Correspondent of the Uaily Aews describes this 
phenomenon from a visit to the site in company with Professor 
Ponzi, whooccujdes the ge<dogical chair at the Sapienza University, 

At sixforn miles’ distance from Home we left the valley of the Til»er, and 
aaceiidiiif; the hi^h ground iiorllmards, armed, after four miles of clayey eroM 
road, at Uje villaf'c of Lepngnaiio, iiuiuediutcly looking over the valley of the 
Capciiu, in which the volcanic eruption look place. This event oecurred on the 
2Hlh of Octoher, toward'- sunset. A coiintrvnian oliserved the earth Hinking 
down for a space id' ncHi'ly an acre, when the gioiind opemal with a tremendoua 
explosion, and vomited forth a dense column of sulphurous smoke, mussi'M of 
earth and 'atones l>eing thrown up at the same time. The eruption was at it# 
greatest height ahoui an hour after Hunsel ; and on the following morning it 
was found that tlie in.*ll<T ejeeled hu<i left a circular orifice, or crater, filled 
with turhid water, through which gaseous exhalatioTis were still I'scaping. The 
ftetiTity of the erufer sidi-tetpieiitly gradually died away, and the calm surface of 
the little lake is now only occa.iionaOy rullled by the appearance of a few bubbles 
from below. 

t)n examining the locality it became evident that the whole basin, through 
whieli the volcanic force has n<»w created an orillce, was formerly oceufned by a 
lake, whose ulluviul deposits formed the upperrnowt stratum. The character of 
the soil, in common with that of all the Oiinpagna di Koma, is volcanic, hut 
emiiu'iiees of travertine formation rise around the basin and skirt tlie valley 
formed by the stream called J'l/nno dt ynnuirvia, or more elassically, which 

desci'iids from Aloiinl .Soraett*. The exi*-ience of this lake at no very distant 
period iH confirmed b\ the denominulioii of the spot, " lutfo jjuzzo,” which has 
proliubly been hand«d down from those whf» hu»l seen it formerly. Indeed, the 
addition of ihewoid fixzzo, or stinking, ap)iears to allude to water of a Huljihu- 
rous imture. Such is not the character ol the little lake now' formed, w hich is 
of sweet water, and nl>oul the same tcmperalure mid level us the neighbonnug 
Springs, showing evidently that the imprisoned volcanic gases, in escaping 
upwards, had merely ojiencd a new way for some veins not far from the surface 
of the soil The eirenmfererice of the crater, or lake, we found to Ijh about 
three hundred metres, the distunce from the surface of the soil to the surface of 
the water five metres, and the depth of the water in the crater twenly.flvs 
metres, a dejith which diminishes constantly in proportion to the masses of 
earth which fail in from the sides. 
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THE EOTAL OBSEBVATORT. 

The Annual Visitation of the Koyal Observatory was held on 
June 7, Lord Wrottesley, as President of the Koyal Society, pro* 
sided at the Board of Visitors. We select the more striking facts. 

During a recent examination of the four official copies of the 
National Standards of Length and Weight lodged in the Observatory, 
it was discovered that the acid of the oak wood, composing the 
exterior box in which they were placed, was acting prejudicially 
upon them. Its operation appeared rather capricious: in some 
places (but not in all) it had acted powerfully on the brass, espe- 
cially that of the plugs in the division-wells, which was covered with 
a thick layer of sap-green colour ; it had also very slightly touched 
the bronze of the standard-bar; while the iron was untouched, and 
in many places shining brilliantly. Mr. Airy has now substituted a 
box of mahogany. This action of the oak-wood is remarkable, as in 
the case of the official Standard of Length, in the possession of the 
Iloyal Society, which is enclosed in a box of oak, no injury has 
arisen to the metal. 

The Signals in connexion with the galvanic apparatus for clock 
movements, which now constitute a very important feature in the 
Observatory, has undergone some alterations. 

Tlje clock is employed solely to pull a detent (the same which 
drops the time signal-ball, if the ball is raised), and makes a pull at 
every hour. The motion of this detent acts in the way of relay to 
complete circuits of independent batteries to the Soutli- Eastern Rail- 
way (for Deal at one o’clock, and for other lines of the South- 
Eastern Railway at other hours) and to Lothbury, for extensive dis- 
tribution on railways, and for regulating the post-office clocks, drop- 
ping the Strand ball, &c. Probably before long other circuits will 
be completed by the same detent motion. The Astronomer Royal 
states that the entanglement of wires and of the relation of circuits 
is materially diminished by this alteration. 

The Astronomer Royal recommends that the Observatory should 
be equipped with an equatorial telescope, and mentions a 13-inch 
object-glass by Merz as a desirable acquisition for the purpose ; the 
whole cost to be about 2000^. The Observatory still maintains its 
pre-eminence for meridional and lunar observations, and the mag- 
netical and meteorological observations are kept up with praise- 
worthy diligence. Two noteworthy facts are mentioned in the 
Report : one is, that the hill on which the Observatory stands is in 
a state of tremor, whereby the trough of mercury in which stars are 
observed by reflection, is so much agitated as to make observation 
impossible. To overcome the difficulty, a well ten feet deep was 
dug, and filled with “ incoherent rubbish,” on which the trough was 
|>li^d, resting on stages suspended by strips of caoutchouc, ** leav- 
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ing the image practically,” as Mr. Airy says, almost perfect.’* 
The other is, that fluctuations were found to occur in the zero of the 
altazimuth circle, and simultaneously with a sudden and marked 
cliange of atmospheric temperature — a phenomenon which the 
Astronomer Royal cannot account for, “ except by supposing that 
in sudden atmospheric changes the gravel rock of Greenwich Hill 
does suddenly change its position.” 

After observing that the work of the Observatory is conducted as 
appears best for the interests of science, and especially for those 
interests which will be involved when in some distant century an 
appeal to the observations of this time may be required for settling 
grave questions of futuie science, Mr. Airy adds : — No Observa- 
tory possesses, in an equal degree with tliis, the power which is given 
by tradition and cryanization for keeping up standard meridional 
observations and lunar observations : these also are most likely to 
possess the greatest permanent interest, and these, therefore, must 
in any case be maintained in vigour and in accuracy. The funda- 
mental determinations of magnetism and meteorology have claims of 
a sornewhal similar nature. The various classes of extra- meridional 
and scrutinizing observations of aalronomy receive so much attention 
from other observers that it is 8c.arcely necessary to give a thought to 
them here ; still, in viewing the uncertain duration of that atten- 
tion, it is well that this Observatory should be prepared, in instru- 
ments and in habits, for taking up them also. Lastly, there are 
employments which connect the scientific observatory with the prac- 
tical world : the distribution of accurate time, the improvement of 
marine timekeepers, the observations and communications which 
tend to thu advantage of geography and navigation, and the study, 
in a practical sense, of the modifications of magnetism ; a careful 
attention to these is likely to prove useful to the world and conducive 
to the material prosperity of the Observatory, and these ought not to 
be baiiisbed from our system.” 

ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATIONS ON TENETITFFE. 

The following is an extract of a letter from Professor C. Piazzi 
Smyth, dated “ Orotava, August 26.” — “After occupying upwards 
of a month very satisfactorily at iny station on the Guajara, about 
8000 feet high, I ascended to Alta Vista, on the Peak, and have 
begun forming a station there, where I hope finally to get the great 
Pattinsonian telescope carried, by subdivifling the packages, although 
declared to be impossible by the islanders. The results on Guajara 
were as follow : — Seven nights out of ten gave superb definition, 
even with the Sheepshanks telescope. Though 1 had gazed in vain 
with it in Edinburgh for a Lyra’s companion, for instance, 1 see it here 
whenever I look for it ; and, furthermore, have seen other stars up to 
the fifteenth magnitude, according to the Bedford cycle. The chief 
feature of the climate at this elevation is excessive dryness, so that 
everything made of wood is split to pieces — a warning against uniting 
wood and glass in making instruments. Our lips and finger-nails are 
much in the same condition of brittleness. We had some rain one day, 

s 
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but it plainly belonged to a higher region ; for the difference between 
the wet and dry bulb thermometerK was 15° while the drops were falling. 
At our new station, however, we have risen above the greatest dry- 
ness ; for though we have 21“ or 22° by day, it goes down to 10° or 
11° at night. In the absence of the great telescope, much has been 
done on the radiation of the sun and moon. Some hundreds of 
observations were made with Sir J. Herschel’s actinometer, but then 
it gave way to the weather ; as many or more with Mr. Airy’s black 
bulb vacuum thermometers, though all the day was a blank, from 
the mercury rising above the top of the scale which ended at 180 
degrees. The moon was found to be at work also, as several hundred 
observations on two nights left no doubt on the subject, though only 
Mr. Gassiot’s thermo-multiplier would show it ; one- third the heat 
of a candle when fifteen feet distant. A good deal has also been 
done in the spectrum lines with Fraunhofer’s and with Stokes’ appa- 
ratus. Several drawings w’cre obtained that show considerably more 
of the spectrum than was before exhibited. Photography, moreover, 
has been employed on the subject, and 1 have some pictures on glass 
plates of several of the lines beyond H, which was the usual limit of 

vision. ” 

THE AUGUST METEORS. 

M. CouLNTER Gravier, who has studied this phenomenon for 
some years, has been again at his post, and has not been dis- 
appointed. Dividing the period from the 22nd of July to the 14th 
of August, into seven periods of three days each, and watciiing the 
heavens from two to five houi’s nightly, he rcj)orts the number of 
falling stars per hour to be as follows : — 

lu the three nights ending 

July 25. July 29. August 1. August 4. 

Falling stars per hour, 14^ 13 13^ 

August 7. August 11. August 14. 

Falling stars per hour, lU^ 45^ 17 

No observations seem to have been made on the 8th of August, pro- 
bably owing to a clouded sky. It will be observed that the increase 
was not gradual but sudden, and was literally confined to three days 
at the precise date noted in previous years as the period of their 
recurrence. Sir John Herschel observes that, though less brilliant, 
they are more certain than the November meteors, w’hich sometimes 
do not appear for years. The hourly number varies a little, but in 
1855 it may be said to have been identical, being 45. The whole 
nieteoi*s seen by M. Gravier in the tw’enty-one nights were 1374, and 
of these sixteen were luminous globes or balls [bulldeg), and eight, or 
one- half, of these fell on the l>th, an important fact, as it identifies 
the two classes of bodies as pai ts of one system. — Scotsman, 

CYCLONIC HURRICANES. 

A CURIOUS and interesting Table of Cyclonic Hurricanes, which 
have occurred in the West Indies and the Atlantic Ocean, has been 
recently published by Mr. A. Poey, of Havanna. The examination 
of these phenomena extends over a period of 362 years — from 1493 
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to 185.5, — and the monthly distribution of 365 hurricanes wns as 
follows : — January, 5 ; February, 7 ; March, 11 ; April, 6 ; May, 5 ; 
June, 10; July, 42; August, 96; September, 80; October," 69 ; 
November, 17 ; December, 7. Air. Foey observes, that although 
nothing is known of the causes which produce hurricanes or gjiles in 
any part of the world, yet it has now been proved by the examina* 
tion and careful analysis of perhaps more than a thousand logs, 
and of some hundreds of storms, that wind, in hurricanes and com- 
mon gales on both si<les of the tMpiator, has two motions ; and 
that it turns or blows round a focus or centre in a more or loss cir- 
cular form, .and at the s.ame tijne has a straight or curved motion 
forward , — Atkcnmimj No. 1497. 


SATI’RN AND HFS RINGS. 

Tn a recent work, entitled 'fltr Xrn^ Thcortfof Crettflon and Dcluf/e, 
among otiier startling ]>redicti()ns, it is stated, that it is probable the 
rings whieli surround S.iturn are composed of water, snow, or ice, 
wliich, in s*)mic future time, may descend and deluge the ])lanet, as 
ours was deluged in the da^'s of Nt)ah. Sir David llrewster writes 
tlius : “ Mr. Otto Struve and Air. Ihmd have lately studied w'ith the 
great Munich telescope, at the Observatory of Pulkoway, the third 
ring of S.iturn, which Air. Las.sel.s .and Mr. Bond ijiHcovered to be 
fluid. The.se asTronomers are of the o])inion, that this fluid ring is 
not subject to rapid change ; and they h.avc come to the extraordinary 
conclu 'ion, that the inner border of the ring has, since the time of 
Huyg<*iis, bemi gnidually .appro.aching the body of Saturn, and that 
we may expect, H<K)ner <»r later, jierhaos in some dozen of years, to 
see the ring united with the hody of the planet. 

The Rev, Air. Al.ain, in a paper rea<l to the Astronomical Society, 
effectually disjirove.s the alnwe hyiiothoKis by AI. Otto Struve, that 
the rings are gradually aj)j»roachiiig the ball of the jdanet. The 
materials ujiou whicti his investigation is based consist of a conside- 
r.able number of nn^asures, executed by himself, wuth a double-image 
micrometer during the years IS.Vi .*>-4 5. * Measures of Saturn with 
the Astronomer Royar.s Double Image Micrometer,’ presented to the 
S(»ciety by Air. De la Hue, also seem to c<*rroborate the views of Mr. 
Alain respecting the dimensions of the rings. 

OCC'ULTATION OP HTARS liY SATURN. 

The Astronomer Royal has comnuinicattsl to the Astronomical 
Society the following notes: — Mr. Winnecke, of Berlin, had pointed 
out that the planet Saturn would jirohably occult the star Lalande 
13545, B.'ssel's zone 279, on the 9th of September, 1856, at 8 h. 
20 111 . Berlin mean time. Mr. Airy remarks that this occultation 
will not he visible in Kurope. The positions of the Sun and Saturn 
at that time are nearly as follows: — Sun’s R.A. 11 h. 13 m. ; 
N.P.D. 84° 57'. Saturn’s R.A. 6 h. 53 m. ; N.P.D. 67” 46'. The 
Bun is then west of the meridian of Greenwich by 7 h. 29 ro., and 
Saturn is west of the same meridian by 11 h. 49 m. “A great 
circle,” says the author, “drawn through the centre of the Sea of 
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Okhotsk and passing a short distance east of the eastern coasts of 
Australia defines the line on which the sun is rising. A great circle 
passing a little to the west of Calcutta and a littJe to the west of 
the western coasts of Australia defines tlie line on which Saturn is 
rising. Between these two great circles the phenomenon may be 
seen. The limits which I have indicated do not include liombay or 
Madras, but they include Calcutta and every British settlement east 
of Calcutta, especially Singapore, the coasts of China, and the whole 
of Australia.” 

PLANETOIDS. 

Two additional little planets. Daphne, the 41st, and Isis, the 42nd, 
belonging to the group between Mars and Jupiter, were discovered 
by M. Goldschmidt at Paris in May, and Mr. Hodgson at Oxford in 
June. They resemble stars of the 11th or 12th magnitude. 


THK LUNAR SPOT ** COPERNICUS.” 

A DRAWING of this Lunar Spot has been presented to the Royal 
Society by P. A. Secchi, Director of the Astronomical Observatory of 
the Collegio Romano, accompanied by a letter, from which the fol- 
lowing is an extract. Dated Home, March 12, 185ti: — 

“ As to the drawing of the spot of the moon, it is a first attempt 
to obtain an accurate representation of the interesting Kp(>fc ‘ Coper- 
nicus.’ In such large dimensions, photography directly taken with 
the telescope has been impossible ; 1 therefore made first an accu- 
rate triangulation of the spot with the micrometer, and the principal 
points were thus laid down on the chart, after which operation the 
rest was filled in by the eye alone. The power used has been always 
either 1000 or 700. As it was impossible to carry tlirough such a 
work in a single night, on the first night of good opportunity a 
general outline was taken, and on the other evenings ]):irticular 
drawings were made, and all these parts, taken in different grades of 
light and shadow, were afterwanls harmonized together and com- 
pared with the moon when the [>oint of light was seen to l)e the 
same as on the first night. So this wi>rk occupied more than six 
months, that is, all the favourable positions (two at each lunation) 
which could be obtained. 1 do not pretend it to he yet accurate 
enough to be transferred from photography* to any kind of engraving, 
but I am w'atching every good occasion to make it complete. But 
before bestowing more time and labour, I should be glad to know 
the impression such a work may make among the scientific men of 
England. I must observe that the most distant outliers of the crater 
have not been included,” &c. 

The following notes on the above drawing have been communi- 
cated to the Royal Society by John Phillips, Esq., F.R.S. 

Of the few attempts which have been ro^e of late years to prepare 
drawings, t on a large scale, of selected lunar mountains, this contri- 

* The figure presented to the Society is a photographic copy of the original 
drawing. 

t As distinct from mere plant. The drawings must, however, be based on 
exact plans. 
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bution from the Roman Observatory appears to be one of the most 
successful. It is on a scale of magnitude (about 10 geographical miles 
to one inch) such as only the larger modern telescopes can command, 
and characterized by such firmness of definition as to do honour alike 
to the maker of the instrument and to the artist engaged in the 
delineation. It may assist those who have not attempted, with their 
own hands, any drawings of this kind, and desire to form a right 
judgment of the value of this work of P. Secchi, if I send for com- 
parison a drawing of Gassendi, executed from my object-glass of 6^ 
inches (Cook), with a focal length of 11 feet. The drawing is on a 
scale of 20 geographical miles to an inch, and Gassendi thus appears 
of half the linear dimension of Copernicus, being really almost of the 
same diameter. 

Placing together the two drawings, and remembering the appear- 
ance of Copernicus, as I have seen it through telescopes, some 
reflections arise which it maj’^ be permitted me to express, in the 
hope that we are now fairly entered on the long career of discoveries 
in the moon, to which the attention of astronomers has been of late 
systematically drawn by the Earl of Hosse and a Committee of the 
British Association. 

In proportion as the power of the telescope rises, the seemingly 
simple “ ring mountains” of the moon exhibit as much diversity of 
outline and structure jus the larger terrestrial volcanoes when accu- 
rately mapped. Thus while Giissendi 40'' from the central meridian 
of the moon, and 17" south* of the equator, has the obliquely ellip- 
tical contour due to a circle in that position, Copernicus 20® from 
the cential meridian, and 10" north of the equator, has its most 
conspicuous peripheral crest formed of seven ])rincipal nearly straight 
elements, approaching to equality in length, and meeting in [»oints 
which are situated almost exactly in a circle of 24 gtjographical 
miles radius. Here is a very important partial difference, coupled 
with a very important general agreement. 

While Gassendi, with peaks 0000 feet high, projects like a huge 
narrow wall into the Mare Humorum, and hangs over the interior 
plain in precipices as steep and many times as high as those over the 
Atrio del Cavallo, Copernicus, seated in the midst of broa<i land, on 
a base of 120 geographical miles, rises in many broken stages, brist- 
ling with a thousand silver-bright crests, — a perfect network of rough 
and complicated ground, crossed by lights and shades, which have a 
history of their own, — and toward the inside falls off by many irre- 
gular terraces, down to an interior plain, as if the whole area had 
yielded, and the surface had been formed by enormous land- slips. 
Four sharp notches are traced across the nairow ridge of Gassendi, 
cutting it deeply, like the hollows leit by decomposing lava dykes 
500 feet broad ; one deeper and broader opening unites the inner 
plain with the outer Mare Humorum, and one far wider opening 
leads to an accessory crater, over whose awful depth the cliffs, 
10,000 to 12,000 feet high, spread black shadows round some central 


The Poles being named after the type of Madler's noble work, ** Dor Mond.’* 
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rocks. In these particulars, Copernicus oflfers a very different aspect. 
Its high crest, of 10,000 feet, is only cut through hy one straight 
narrow meridional groove, though broken by numerous fissures in 
other parts, and is in all paiis so inegular. partiall y undulated, and 
varied with small crateriform points, and enclosed areas, resembling 
craters, as to offer little analogy to any truncated cone of eruption. 
The highest summit, on the left-hand (west) side — a huge rock — is 
conspicuous by its broad, deep and extended shade. What suggests 
a vast lava current, is equally remarkable on the northern slope. 
KeganUng now the central plains of these mountains, we remark in 
each several low ridges of rather sinuous forms, and several small 
mounds (half a mile or more across), of which three central digi- 
tated immes, not pierced hy craters, are the most elevated, and 
catch the earliest lights of morning which glance over the rocky 
borders of the basin. JJad the drawings been executed at the 
instiint of sunrise on the central meridian line of the basin, these 
points would have stood up on the soft edge of the light and shade, 
as brigljt as the Swiss mountains at sunrise or sunset, but not like 
them reddened by the optical property of the ptinosphere. Gassendi 
has at least tuw (1 have somewhere a merjioranduin of more) small 
craters within the C(fntral plain. None such appear in this drawing 
of Copernicus. In many other lunar mountains the centre is occu- 
pied hy a crater-formed lull, as Vesuvius stands within Somina ; in 
others the hill remains a smooth roumied mass, but its crater is 
lost ; aud a fur her stage of decay seems to be seen in Gassendi 
and Copernicus, where the central mass is broken into fragments 
and sculptured by ramiticii hollows. May we ascribe these effects 
to the former action of a lunar atmosphere, now absorbed in the 
oxidated crust of the union ? If so, the lunar mountains have a 
history of water, as well as records of tire, and we must look on 
the sinuous ridges of the Mare Humorum with eyes accustomed to 
the gravel mounds of Norway and Ireland ; study the degraded 
craters after the models of the Eifel ; and map the “ rilleii” with 
reference to valleys of ero.sion as well as of eruption. 

In (piestioiis of this kind we shall find such drawings as this of 
the Koinan asti-onomer of priceless value. Studied, scrutinized, 
enriched with new di.scoveries, it may be the model for all time to 
come ill this line of research. It may be followed by two other 
drawings of the same inouiitiiin, one at the moment wlien the 
Bun is antemeridian of the central hillock, to show the light streaksy 
which hide themselves when the sun is low, and another in the 
clear afternoon of the lunar day (as much after midday, as tliis 
drawing was taken before noon) when every little crack and cavity 
becomes again distinct, hat greatly altered in aspect, and the 
whole landscape changes under the eye of the observer ; the plains 
growing greyer and softer, and revealing many minute low undu- 
lations ; the hills looking more and more rugged, and burning with 
narrower, brighter, and more angular tracts of silvery light. 



.AfETEOROLOGY OF 1856. 

Betults deduced from the Meteorological Feghter kept at the Fogal Oh'criaforp, Greenwich, during the year 1856, under 

the Supcrintfudeuce of tlu Astronomer Royal. 
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The numbers in columns 5 and 6 are determinations of the mean temperature 
of the air by different instruments and methods — ^those in column 6 by the 
readings of a simple thermometer, taken at the times before-mentioned, and 
those in column 6 by the readings of self-registering thermometers daily. The 
numbers in column 12 show the mean temperature of evaporation, and those in 
oolyunn 16 give the mean temperature of the dew-point, or that temperature at 
which the vapour in the air is deposited in the form of water. 

The reading of the barometer was above its average value inPebruaiy, March, 
June, July, Oot., and Nov., and in defect m the remaining months of the year. 

The mean reading of the barometer for the year^ at the height of 160 feet 
above the mean level of the sea, was 29*790 inches, being about the average value. 

The mean temperature of the air in January was in excess of the average 
value of 86 years by 3^°; February, by 4°; March, in defect, by 2° ; April, in 
excess, by May, in defect, by 3°; June, in excess, July, in delect, by 
4° ; August, in excess, by 3° ; September, in defect, by 1° ; October, in excess, 
by 3° j November, in defect, by 2° ; and in December, in excess, by 1° ; accord- 
ing to Mr. Olaisher’s determination of the mean temperature of each month. 

The mean temperature of the air for the year was 48°-7 j that of evaporation 
was 40°-3 ; and that of the dew-point was 43°’3. The mean degree of humidity 
was 82, complete saturation being represented by 100. Bain fell on 144 days ; 
the amount collected was 23‘3 inches. 

Till January 8, the weather was very warm, and the mean daily excess of tem- 
perature was 6J® ; from the 9th to the 16th, the amount of defect was 3i°, when 
another warm period began, and to the 27th the mean daily amount of excess 
was 7i°. February was also warm ; till the 4th it was 4^° in defect, to the Itiih 
81® in excess ; till the 22nd 41° in defect, and on to the end of the month was 
101° in excess. March was cold throughout, being 3° in defect daily. April nas 
81° in excess t-o the 16th, and 21° m defect tA> the end of the montn. May was 
cold, being 31° daily in defect. The first two weeks of June were 1° in excess ; 
to the 24th 4° in defect, and 4° iu excess to the end of the month. Till the iHth 
of July the temperature was in defect to the mean daily amount of 4°, when, 
till the 16th oi' August, it was 41° in excess ; and in excess and defect alternately 
till the end of September. The quarter ending September 3()tb is only to be 
noticed as regards the warm period at the end of July and beginning of August; 
the maximum temperature being on the 2nd of August 89°'8 ; and the mean 
temperature for that day 74° ‘2. Till the 24lh of October the temperature was o 
meau daily amount of 30 in excess, and 41<^ in defect to the end of the mouth. 
November 1 and 2 were in excess; from the 2nd to the20th, in defect ; the next 
6 days 7° in excess ; and to the 4th of December was 91” in defect. The next ten 
days were very warm, being to the mean daily amount of 91” in excess ; the 
daily temperature to the end of the year was in excess and defect alternately. 

The last quarter was remarkable for the sudden changes in temperature, more 
particularly at the end of N<»vember and the beginning of December. The mean 
temperature of the last day of November was 280 6, and that of the 7th of 
December 66” 0, giving a range of mean temperature of 270’5 in 8 duj^s. And 
at the end of the month of December we liad another cold period, the mean tem- 
perature being 44”* 1 on the 22nd, and 26” 7 on the 28th, giving a range of 18”‘4 
withiu 6 days. 

During Nov. and Dec. there were great vicissitudes in atmospheric pressure. 
Wheat was cut on the Ist of August at Patrixbourn, in Kent; on the 3rd at 
Helston, in Cornwall; on the 4th at Newport, Isle of Wight; Bicester, in Oxford- 
ahire ; at Hartwell, in Bucks, and at Cardington, in Bedfordshire ; on the 5th at 
Guernsey ; on the 11th in the Midland Counties ; on the 8tb at Hawardeu, North 
Wales ; on the 15th at Clifton, near Bristol ; and on the 26th at North Shields. 

Barley was cut on the 2nd of August at Helston ; on the 3rd at Hartwell ; on 
the 8th at Hawarden ; and between the 18th and 23rd in the Midland Counties. 
Oats were cut over the country between the 2nd of August and the 16th. 

DESTRUCTIVE TYPHOON IN THE PHIUPPINE ISLANDS. 

A XXTTBK from Manilla, dated November 4, and published in the Paris 
3£oniteur, states that, on the 27th of October, a violent Typhoon made* almost a 
complete devastation in the Philippine Islands. All the suburbs of Manilla and 
neighbouring villages were reduced to heaps of ruins. The number of houses 
destroyed at that place alone was above 3600, and oflBcial returns show that more 
than 10,000 houses were demolished within a circuit of about eight leagues 
around Manilla. The disastrous effects of the hurricane were felt throughout the 
other districts of the island, where the crops and the orchards were tom out of the 
ground. Six foreira vessels in the roads of Manilla were cast ashore, and manv 
■mall boats were auo lost. It was the must tendble typhoon ever remembereo. 
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LIST OF PERSONS EMINENT IN SCIENCE AND ART. 1856. 


The Very Key. Db. William Bucklakd, Dean of Westminster, one of the 
leading English geologists; Professor of Geology in the University of 
Oxford; and one of the founders of the Museum of Practical Geology, 
Among his works are his Meliqiiics Dtluvianta, illustrating the bone caverns 
of Kirkdale; his Bridgewater Treatise on Geology and Mineralogy ; and his 
Geological Koidence ike Deluge. 

Daniel Sharpe, President of the Geological Society in 1866. 

Colonel Madden, President of the Botanical Souioty of Edinburgh, 

The Commendatore Luk.i Canina, veteran architect, the author of numerous 
elaborately -illustrated works on the Vitruvian science of all ages. 

Professor Zhuss, the eminent linguist, who, by his GrammaUca Celtica and 
other works referring to Celtic language and antiquity, has made himself a 
a name of European celebrity. — Athenceum. 

William Yaerkll, F.L.8,, the able naturalist. Mr. Yarrell, as an ichthyolo- 
gist, in conjunction with Mr. Jesse, solved the problem which had perplexed 
naturalists from the days of Pliny, as to the history of the eel. He clearly 

S roved that they are oviparous, have scales, and breed for the most part in 
le brackish water at the mouths of rivers— thus removing many doubts and 
diillculties on this curious subject. “ Mr. Yarrell’ s purely intcUfClual cha- 
racter is seen in his works. The part which the author hunself aiways took 
most credit for was the geographical distribution of the several sii/'cies of 
birds. He always considered that, in treating it as he had done, he smuggled 
in a certain amount of geography in the garb of ornithology. I'or tin* high 
qualities of accuracy, terseness of description, and felicity of illustration, 
^cy speak for themselves.” — Ldin. New Philoe. Journal^ No. 8. 

Francis WisUAW, ciiil engineer, inventor of various improvements in Tele- 
graphs; some time Secretary of the Society of Arts, and one of thi* originu- 
tors of the Great Exhibition of 1851. Mr. Wishuw was also the inventor of 
the Hydraulic Telegraph, which preceded the Electric Telegraph, and is 
described ui the Arcana of Science for 1838. 

Daniel Laino, F.S.A., architect of the Custom House. 

Von Biela, the celebrated astronomer. He w'as a major in the Austrian army. 
In 1826, whilst quartered with Ins regiment at Josephstadt, in Bohemia, he 
made the interesting discovery of the Comet Iculled after himj circulating 
round the sun, between that luminary and the orbit of Saturn. Having 
retired from the army, he spent the last years of his life in the study of lus 
favourite science— astronomy — and in ooustant correspondence with Maedler, 
Argalander, Humboldt, and other mvam of celebrity. 

Mbs. Lee, formerly Mrs. Bowdich, who wrote an excellent Memoir of Cuvier, 
and several works on Naiui-al History. 

D. E. Bbaun, an excellent antiquary, and illustrator of Boman histoiy and ' 

topography. 

Babon Charles ds Steuben, the celebrated painter. 

David Dtson, of Manchester, one of a class of naturalists for which that dis- 
trict of England has become remarkable. — Athenaum^ No. 1621. 

Thomas Seddon, painter of Oriental bfe and scenery. 

Hdoh Miller, the geologist, principally known in science by his very able 
work. The Old Med Sandstone. 

The Bbv. Db. Habbis, Principal of Kew College, London, who possessed an 
extensive acquaintance with the natural sciences, which he brought to bear 
on his theolo^cal views. 
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De, John Atbtott Paeib, President of the Roynl College of Physicians, and 
founder of the Koval Geolo^eal Society of Cornwall, one of the earliest 
societies devoted to the study of Geolo^in England. Among his works are 
Element* qf Medical Vheminfry, and a Life of Sir Humphry Davy. 

Babon Von Hammek, the p*eat Oriental scholar. He was ei-President and 
Senior Meniber of the Vienna Academy of Science, and is said to have won 
the decorations of twenty different orders, and to have been a member of 
almost every literary society in the world. — Lifernrif Gazette. 

Chbibtoch Frik' rich Ot o, late Director of the Royal Botanic Garden at 
Berlin. He was employed first as a journeyman gardener, and afterwards, 
at the recommendation of Willdenow, was made Sub-t'urator of the Royal 
Botanic Garden. He received the fourth class of the order of the Red 
Eagle, in testimony of his services. He puldished several botanical works, 
and edited, in connexion with Dr. Albert Diet rieb, the dUyemeine Garten- 
zeituYifj. A genus of umbelliferous plants is called Oifua. 

Professor Tineo, Director of the Botanic Garden at Palermo. 

Paul Delaroche, the greatest modern painter of France. 

Thomas Ellis, English Oriental scholar. 

Josirii Haydn, compiler of a very useful Dictionary of Date*, for which he 
received a Civil List jiension of 25/. per aunum (9k. Id. a week)— a great 
meanness of a great nation I 

Tub Kiev. Dr. Gray, Professor of Natural Philosophy in Marischal College, 
Aberdeen. 

Sir John Htoddart, who wrote an able Treatise on Universal Grammar. 

Sir William Hamilton, tbe distinguished metaphysician, i^ho f r many 
years held the Chair ol'ljogic and Physics in the University of Edinburgh. 

Bnn-AnMTKAL Sir John Koss, K C.B , our earliest modern Arctic navigator, 
as well as one of our latest ; for he was chosen to <*ommand Lady Franklin’s 
private expedition in search of her lamenied husband. Sir John Ross en- 
tered the Js'avy in 1786. Ills ]Ulbh^hed work include A Treutme oh A'uciaa- 
tioii h If Steam, letter* to Yoiiny Sea ()fficrr* ; and, best known of all, nis 
Voyaife of Dincover^, and his Second Voyaye of Dm-overy to the Arctic 
IteyWH*. 

Sir Rk'H vrd AVestmacott, K.A., a piijiil of Canova, a veteran sculptor, a bold 
and powerful draughtsman, and an able lecturer. 

Proffssor Bo.ier, the well-known botanist of the Mauritius. At the time of 
his d(‘ath he was engaged m drawing up an illustrated monograph of the 
genus Maiigifera. 

Mr. Jamfs Brkmner, civil engineer and shipbuilder. Mr. Bromner’s share in 
removing the steam-ship Gwi/ Britain oil' the strand in Duiidrum Bay is 
well known: he was then almost constaully employed night and day for 
aliout thrt‘e months. 

Elltah Galloway, civil engineer. 

Mr. James Renton, ot Newark, New Jersey, United States, the inventor of a 
method of making malleable iron direct from thcore.—Scmitifc American. 

James Meadow s Rendel, the eminent civil engineer. Among his great public 
works were the Floating Steam-bridge near Dartmouth ; the Docks at 
Birkenhead, iii Cheshire, the Great Grimsby Docks; tlie Harbours of 
Reluge of llolybead and Portland ; the New River improvements; and the 
directum of the East Indian and M dras, the Ceylon and Pernambuco 
Railwsys- He was a man of great energy, clear perception, correct judg- 
ment, and sound practical knowledge, and occupied a very high position m 
his profession* 
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Acctpitbes, New, 219. 

Actias Selene from the Cocoon, 231, 
Acoutitics applied to Public Iluildiugs, 
152. 


.ZBgilopa, Triticoidal, 245. 

Aerated Water Engine, 188. 

African Grain, New, 244. 

Agricultural E.vx>eniucuts at Ciren- 
cester College, 238. 

Air-pump, Sienien’s Improved, 73. 
Air-pump, Tait’s Double-acting, 130. 
Albumen, Egg, in Calico-printing, 185. 
Aloe, Aineric.in, Flowering of, 247. 
Aluminium, llev. J. ilurlow on, 174. 
Aluminium, Alloys of, 170. 

Aluminium, from Cryolite, 176. 
Ammonium, ExperimeiitH with, 182. 
Ammonia, Absorption of, by Crypto- 
gumie Plants, 130. 

Anchor, New, uO. 

Anemometer, Self-registering, at Kew 
Observatoiyr, 145. 

Animal Substances, Petrifying, 184 
Animals, External Character of, 230. 
Ants, to Destroy, 232. 

Apelt 's Wood Preserving Process, 82. 
A}>es, Fossil, 267. 

Arciies, Metal, 77. 

Argyleshirc Raised Beaches, 264. 
Arruek, DistiUution of, 243. 

Arrack Distillation, Poisonous, 203. 
Arseme, Curious Existence of, 201. 
Arsenic in Steeping Seed Grain, 203. 
Artesian Wells at Norwich and Kent- 
ish Town, 260. 

Ariilioial Breeding of Fish, 225. 
Artificial Breeding of Salmon, 226. 
Arts of Life and Chemical Dihcon ery, 
172. 

Astronomical Expedition to the Peak 
of TenenUe, 276. 

Atlantic Telegraph, Dr. "Whitehouse 
on, 16H. 

August Meteors, 276. 

Australian Pteropus, 217. 

Avocado pear Oil, 00. 

Aye- Aye, the, desenbed, 217. 

Azimuth and Amplitude lustriiraents, 
by Gray, 73. 

Bal'ibuge, Mr,, on Scheutz's Calcula- 
ting Machine, 57. 

Baud Saws, Improved, 80. 

Bank-notes, Forgery of, 101. 

Batteries, Floating, 47. 

Beet-root, Manufactures from, RK). 
Beet-root, Spirit from, 106. 

Bell, Great, for W estminster Clock, 63. 
Bells, Great, Weights and Sizes of, 
61. 


Beiiuoch’s Thread and Fibre Gilding, 
104. 

Bessemer’s New Iron and Steel Pro- 
cess, 5. 

Bidder, on Mental Calculation, 149. 


Birds, Five Now, 218. 

Birds forming Guaiic, 221 . 

Birds from Ascension Ibluud, 218, 
Birds, Mexican, 220. 

Birds from N ew Zealand, 219, 

Bittern, Anatomy of the, 223. 

Blood, Fluidity of the, 214. 

Boot and Shoe Soles, Improved, 81. 
Boot and Shoe Cleaning Machine, 81. 
Bourcherie’s Wood Preserving Pro- 
cess, 83. 

Boydell’s Steam Ploughs, 32. 
Bradbury, 11., on Banti-iiotes, 101. 
Brick and Tile Making Machinery, by 
Chamberluiue and Roberts, 84. 
Bridges, Now, at Rochester, 17. 

Brine Springs of Cheshire, 250. 
Bustard, the Great, taken, 222. 

Butter adulterated with Flint-stone. 
109. 

Cable of the Atlantic Electric Tele- 
graph, 169. 

Cahmiatiug Engine, New, 57. 
Calculating Engine, Scheutz's, 67, 
Caloric Engine, by Kncssoii, 34. 
Camels in the U mted States, 217. 
Canal, Darien, 21. 

Canal, Suez, 23. 

Candles and Night Lights, Austen’f 
Improved, 92. 

Cannon, Whitworth’s Rifle, 39, 
Carriages, Abraham’s Improved, 112. 
Carriages-registering Apparat us, N ew, 
112 . 

Cask-making Machinery, Piitenf, 110. 
Castings, New Grnamenlal, 38. 
Cement, New, Hurd as Marble, 83. 
Channel, English, Origin of, 121. 
Charcoal, New Properties of, 179. 
Charcoal, Peat, 178. 

Cheinimus Miidugascariensis, 217. 
Chemieul Discovery, Dr. Daubeuy 
on, 172. 

Chemical Writing, IHG. 

Chemistry, the War Department, 173. 
China, Sugar-cane and Vums in, 212. 
Chlorine, lu CoJouriiig Flame, J80. 
Churn, Ceutnfugul, 110. 

City Obsm'vatory and 'rime-ball, 64. 
Clocks, Electrical, Ramnicrer’.s, Kk). 
Clock, the Great Westminster, 59. 
Clouds and Artistic Efl'ects in l*hoto- 
graphs, 211. 

Coui-ga.-i, newly discovered, 95. 
Cocoa-nut Filire, on, 1«4 
Coieoptera in the British Museum, 
231. 

Colour-BHndness, Mr. Pole on, 135. 
Colours, Conipoutnl, 1’heory of, l.‘{7. 
Cooking Apparatus, Portable, 108. 

“ Copernieu.s,” Lunar Spot, 278. 

Copper Salts of the Fatty Acids, 185. 
Cork-tree, the, 246. 

Cui'u-mill, Moore's Patent, 50« 
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Crimea, Fossils from the, 266» 

Cow’s Milk, Analysis of, 205. 

Crank, Engine, Immense, 80. 

Cryolite of Greenland, 267. 

CiTStal Palace Fountains and Water 
Towers, 23. 

Cyclonic Hurricanes, 276. 

Cyclops Monstrosities, 216. 

Darien Ship Canal, 21. 

Davy Lamp, Improvement in, 178. 

Dead Sea, Phenomena of the, 267. 

Defries’s Gigantic Glass Gaselier, 103. 

Diamond, Extraordinary, 258. 

Diamond, New, 258. 

Dichromatic Phenomena, Dr. Glad* 
stone on, 133. 

Dickenson's Improvements in Paper- 
making, 99. 

Digging Potatoes, Machine for, 110. 

Dinner, Public, to Dr. Scoresby, at 
MeUiourne, 120. 

Dinornis, Professor Owen on the, 268. 

Earth, the Mugnetical System of, 116. 

Earth, 8]iP(*itic Gravity of the, 114. 

Earth, Physical Structure of the, 116. 

Earthquakes in 1856, 269 — 270; Cairo, 
269; California, 269; Candia,'270; 
Caucasus, 270; China, 269; India, 
269; Malta, 270; Palermo, 270; 
Rhodi's, 270; Wiltshire, 270. 

Edible Swallows’ Nests, 222. 

Electric Clocks, Kamnierer’s, 160. 

Electric Kibh, from Old Calabar, 224. 

Eletitric Spark, Measure of, 154. 

Electric Telegraph, Atlantic, 168. 

Electric Ti'legrajih in Java, 171. 

Electricul Currents, Opposite, in the 
same wire, 157. 

Electrical and Msignetic Force, Law 
of, 153. 

Electricity, Current in Plants, 168. 

Electrogr’aphy, l»y Devincenzi, 162. 

Electro-physiology, Matteucci’s Ex- 
periments In, 147. 

Electric Telegraphic Apparatus : — 
Allan’s, 165; Brown’s, 165; Caselli’s, 
166; Duncker's, 167; Gordon’s, 166; 
Hughes's, ]()6 ; Jones’s, 165; Price’s, 
Btntham’s, 166; Whitehouse's, 165. 

Embryogeny, Sehleiden on, 237. 

Ericsson’s Caloric Engine, 34. 

Excavating Machine, 67. 

Faraday’s Lines of Force, 139. 

Faraday on Petitjean’s Silvering Pro- 
cess, 97. 

Fatty Acids, Treatment of, 187. 

Fibrous Slabs, 77. 

Filters, Pansome’s Patent, 192. 

Fire, a Smokeless one, 107. 

Fire-arms, American Manufacture, 39. 

IHsh, Artiticinl Brccduig of, 225. 

Fish, to Kee]> ul^^e, 226. 

Flour, Fine, French, 16S. 

Fluids in MoUou, Thermal Effects of, 
127. 

Flushing Machines, 80. 

Forests m India, 237. 


Fossil Apes, 267. 

Fossils from the Crimea, 265. 

Fowls, Polish, 224. 

Fowler’s Steam Plough, 32. 

Fruit, New, 245. 

Fungus in Cambridgeshire Fens, 256. 
Furnace-bars, by Juckes, 86. 
Furnaces, Fire-proof Material for, 86. 
Galvanic Battery, New Cast-iron, 131, 
Gas-coal, New. 93. 

Gas from Peat, 93. 

Gastornis, Prof. Owen on the, 266. 
Geology, Progress of, 252. 

Geology of South Africa, 263. 

Geology of the South Downs and 
Sussex Coast. 253. 

Gilding, Thread and Fibre, 104. 

Gloss Chandelier, Gigantic, 103. 
Glow-worm, Pood of the, 232. 

Gold in Argyleshire, 263. 

Gold at the Cape of Good Hope, 263. 
Gold, General Statistics of, 26. 

Gold Veins in Koeks, Origin of, 264, 
Granaries, Construction of, 76. 
Granites of Ireland, on, 261. 
Grass-cloth Plant, Chinese, 244. 

Guano Birds, 221. 

Guns, Large W rought-iron, 44. 
Gunpowder, Hall’s Improved, 46. 
Guiqiovsder, Patent Maresfield, 46. 
Gutta Percha I’lant of India, 2^. 
Huliotis Albieans, 229. 

Hall's Steam-boiler Apparatus, 27. 
Hastings Cliffs, Strata of, 255. 

Heat Indicators and Electric Contact, 
161. 

Heat, Light, &c., Besearcbes on, 141. 
Hedg^e-row Weeds, 239. 

Herring, Economy of the, 226. 

Hobbs’ Lock picked, 74. 
Horse-chesnut Flour, 109. 
Horse-radish and Monkshood, 249. 
Ichthyosaurus, New, 268. 
Incandescence of Metal Wire in 
Alcoholic Vapour, 129. 

India, Forests in, 237. 

India-Rubber, New Application of, 97, 
India-Rubber Pens ana Tubes, 96. 
India-Rubber, Vulcanization of, 95. 
Induction Coil, Hearder’s, 163. 
lustitution of Civil Engineers’ Report 
for 1866, 11. 

Iodine in the United States, 183. 

Iron Casts, Experiments with, 37. 

Iron Deposits in the EUmalayas, 261. 
Iron, Granulation of in 'Water, by 
Uchatius, 37. 

Iron Manufacture, Sanderson’s Im- 
proved, 37. 

, Iron Ships, Magnetism of, 117. 

Iron and Steel coated with Zinc, 60. 
l>ory Plant, Vegetable, 2^13. 

Jacolt’s, Colonel, Rifle, 41. 

Juekes’s Furnace Bars, 86. 

Jute, Uses of, 99. 

Kew Observatory Anemometer, 146, 
Knife-cleaning Machine, New, 106, 
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Lamb, Enemy to the, 230. 

Lamp, Improved, 177. 

Lanma for ParalEne and Naphtha, 02. 
Leaf Inflect living at Edinburgh, 232. 
Law of the Square in Submarine 
Circuits, 124. 

Lepidoptera, New, 231. 

Light , Chemical Action of, 177. 
Lighthouse, Cast-iron, 47. 

Lithodes, Crustacea, 228. 

Lithotemer, the, 79. 

Locomotive Engines, Adams's, 54. 
Locomotive Engine, Hot Air, 64. 
Locomotive Engines, Improved, 52. 
Lunar Spot, “ Copernicus," 278. 
Maclaren’s Aerated Waters Engine, 188 
Magnetism of Iron Ships, 120. 

Malvern District, Phenomena of, 254. 
Malvern Hills, Syenite of, 254. 

Marble, Indurated, 84. 

Maramalfland Birda from Panama, 218. 
Manna Loa, Great Eruption of, 272. 
Maury, Lieut., on Submarine Tele- 
graphs, 171. 

Mv-asurement, Power of, 66. 

Meat, New Mode of preservinjf, 107. 
Meats, Fresh, Preservation ot, 181. 
Meehanic.s, Theory and Practice in, 56. 
Mental Calculation, Mr. Bidder on, 149. 
Mf'rrimac, IT. States War-frigate, 14. 
Mercury, Frozen, 212. 

Metal Arches, 77. 

Meteoric Stone, Analysis of, 194. 
Meteorological Summary of 1856, 281. 
Mica Sciiist, Microscopical Structure 
of, 258. 

Mine Boring, Kind's System of, 68. 
Mining luduatries of the Uuited King- 
dom, 36. 

Mining Machinery, Kadley’s, 08. 

Mint, iloyal. Weighing Machines, 71. 
Monkshood and Horse-radish, Distinc- 
tive Characters of, 249. 

Mood, Motion of the, 142. 

Motion, Perpetual, Grove on, 164-167. 
Muscles, Electricity of the, 216. 
Muscular Fibres, Involuntary, 216. 
Museum, New, Brompton, 87. 

Music Hall Roof, Surrey Gardens, 88. 
Nautical Instruments, New, 66. 
Nautilus, the Submarine, 19. 

Nitrates in Pernambuco, 204. 

Notes of New Zealand Birds, 229, 
Oaks, British, Lindley on, 238. 
Obituary, 283. 

Observatory, the Royal, 274. 
Occultation of Stars by Saturn, 277. 

Oil from the Avocado Pear Tree, 90. 
Oil from Petroleum and Coal, 91. 
Olefiant Gas, Pure Spirit from, 178. 
Organ, Monster, 111. 

Ouary’s Wood-preserving Process, 82. 
Oxygen in the Blood, 147. 

Oysters and Oyster Beds, British, 227. 
Ozone, Researches on, 192-194, by 
Brame, 193; Rogers, 193; Scou- 
tetten, 192. 
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Palms, Ceylonese, Arrack and Sugar 
from, 243. 

Paper-making, Improvements in, 99. 
Papier-maohl, Gem-enamelled, 102. 
Paraffine Candles, 93. 

Paraffine and Naphtha Lamps, 92. 

Peat Gas, Manufacture of, 93. 

Feat, and Peat Charcoal, Comparative 
Value of, 178. 

Pendulum Eimeriments, Harton, 126. 
Perfumes of Mowers, 186. 

Permian Red Sandstone of the South 
of Scotland, 256. 

Perpetual Motion, Grove on, 154-167. 
Perspective Teaching, 129. 
Feruvian-Bark Tree, 239. 

Petitjean's Silvering Glass, 97. 
Petroleum and Coal Oil, 91. 
Phosphorus detected in Poisoning, 201, 
Photo-Galvanography, by Herr 
Pretsoh's Process, 206. 

Photographs of the Sun’s Disk, 207. 
Photographic Processes, 209-211 ; Ca- 
mera, by Mawson, 210 ; Candlelight, 
209 ; Oxymel Process, 200 ; Tent, 210; 
Transferring Photographs, 210. 
Photography in the Eye, 208. 
Photography for copying Ancient 
Documents, 211. 

Photography under Water, 212. 
Photometer, Simple, 134. 

Physiological Curiosity, 216, 

Pigeon, New, 223. 

Pigeon, New, Solomon Islands, 218, 
Pistol, New, 41. 

Planetoids, New, 278. 

Plato’s Survey of the Sciences, 114, 
Polish Fowls, 224. 

Potato, Substitutes for, 240. 

Ploughing by Steam, 32-33. 

Projectile, New, 4i, 

Psaltria Flavioeps, 220. 

Pumping Machinery, Improved, 71. 
Railway Bridge, Iron Lattice, 61. 
Railway Carriage-break, 65. 

Railway Chairs, Improved, 65. 

Railway Crossing, Patent, .55. 

Railway Speed measured by Electro- 
Msgnetism, 169. 

Railway Wheels, Improved, 63. 
Railways in the United Kingdom, 61, 
Ranflorae’s Patent Filters, 192. 
Rattlesnakes, Poison of, 2^5. 

Reptiles, Food of, 235. 

Rille, Col. Jacob’s, 41. 

Roadways, Iron, in London, 62. 
Rochester New Bridges, 17. 

Rotatory Motion, Mr. Gravatt on, 126, 
Koutledge’s Steam Boiler, 28, 

Royal Observatory, the, 274. 

Safety Apparatus for Steam Boilers, 
26-27. 

Salep, Use of, 241. 

Saturn and hifl Rings, 277. 

Saturn, Occultation of Stars by, 277, 
Scheutz’s Calculating Machine, 57. 
Bohieiden on Embryogeny, 237, 
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Scoresb^B Magnetic Voyage, 117. 
Screw, N ail, and File Making in tbe 
United States, 81. 

Screw Propeller, Driving, 30. 

ScyllaniB Arctus, 228. 

Sea Milk, 236. 

Seismometer, New, 148. 

Sewing Machines, Improved, 105. 
Sheer Legs at ihe Victoria Docks, 78, 
Shells, British Land, 229. 

Shells from Thibet, 230. 

Ship Canal through the lathmiis of 
Darien, 21. 

Ship’s course and distance. Indicator 
of, 66. 

Signals, Transmission of, in Submarine 
Cireuits, 121. 

Silk Fabric, Natural, 2X4. 

Silvering Metals, 97. 

Smith’s Steam Plough, .33. 
Smoke-consuming Apparatus, 31. 
Snipes, Rare, 223. 

Soclium on Water, Explosive Action 
of, 181. 

Solar Influence on Plants, 251. 

Solar Light, to Measure, 134, 

Soles for Boots, ImprovtH:!, 81. 
Sounding Apparatus, Whiiehouse’s 
Now, 170. 

Soundings, Deep Sea, 121. 

Sounding Insirunuml, Deep Sea, 66. 
Specula, Machine for polishing, 132. 
Sphygmuscope, New, 76. 

Spirit from Beet-root, 196. 

Spongeous bodies lu the Chalk For- 
mal ion, 266. 

Slaroli, Silica! e, 107. 

Steam Buttery, American, 113. 
Steam-boiler Incrustations, to pre- 
vent, 28. 

Steam-boiler, Duplicate Retort, 29. 
Steam-boiler, Triaugular Tubular, 31. 
Steam Fire-engine, New' Floating, 31. 
Steam, D igb-pressure, fur Marine 
juji’iioses, 31. 

Steam-pile-dri^^ng Machinery, 25. 
Bl»*Hm-naniraer8, by Coiidie and Nay- 
lor, 69-70. 

Steain-jiloiighing E.\jieriments, 3i'-33. 
Stereoseope, Inieutioii of the, 1 10. 
Stereoseopic Images, Refracting, 139. 
Stereotyping, Improved, 48. 
Stuue-eutting Machines, 79. 

Straw Paper, New lyiaiiufaetureof, 100. 
Btryehnia, Action of, on the Auimul 
System, 197. 

Strvehniu, Detection of, 198 — 201. By 
T*'rank, 198; llerapath, 198; Hors- 
ley, 199. 

Strj ehuia and Strychnine, 250. 
SulMiiarine Nautilus, the, 19. 

Submaruie Siguals, 121. 

Suer. Canid, the, 23. 

Sugar-cane, Chinese, 242. 

Sulphuric Acid, Substitute for, 107. 
Superheating Steam,'\\ etherhed'6,30. 
Swallows’ Edible Neats, 222. j 


Syenite of the Malvern Hills, 264. 
Symons on the Moon’s Motion, 143. 
Taijletir^ Iron Ship, Loss of the, 120. 
Teeth, Tomes on the, 214. 

Telegraph New Wires t(j India, 167. 
Terebratula, British, 229. 

Thames W ater, Chemical Composition 
of, 190. 

Theodolite, Metford’s New, 74. 
Thermometers, New, 147. 

Thomson, Professor W on Sub m arine 
Circuits, 122. 

Tidal Power, Novel Application of, 20. 
Time-ball, City, 64. 

Tools, Edged, to sharpen, 49. 
Tortoiseshell Buokinuding, 100. 
Transferring Prints or Drawings, 101. 
Trogou and Odoutophorus, 219. 

Tuber, Gigantic Brazilian, 241. 
Turkey, iNew, 221. 

Turkey, the Wild, 221. 

I’urtles of North America, 235. 
Typhoon in the Philippine Islands, 282. 
Ultramarine Manulactory, 102. 
Ultramarine, Theory of, 194. 

Vegetable Ivory Plant, 243. 

Ventilating Brick-work, 86. 
Ventilation, Dr. Bence Jones on, 88. 
Ventilation by Marsden’s System, 88. 
Vesuvius, Eruption of, 270. 

Victoria Regia, a Flower, Temperature 
of, 218. 

Victoria Regia, Structure of the, 247. 
Viniticatioii, New Process of, 187. 
Volcanic Crater, N ew , near Rome, 272. 
Volcanic Eruption in the Moluucus,271. 
Volcano, Submarme, 271. 

Vulcanite, Veueering with, 95. 
Vulcanization of India Ruidier, 95. 
War Inventions and Chemistiy, 174. 
Warsaw Water-works, 67. 

W^ashing Company, Metropolitan 
Steam, 106. 

Wadiiug Machine, American, 105, 
Water, Filtration of, 189. 

Water, Thames, Chemical Composition 
of, 190. 

Water Meters, Inijirove.!, 07. 
Weighing tiuld and Silver at the Ruv'al 
Mint, 71. 

Weighing Instrument, New, 72, 
Westminster Great Clock Bell, 63. 
Westminister Clock, I'he, 59. 

Wheat Grain, Products and Coniposi- 
lion of, 21(2. 

AVhewed on the Moon’s Motion, 142. 
Whitchouse, Dr., ou the Atlantic Te- 
legrajih, 168 — 171. 

AVhitehou&e, Dr., on Submarine Cir- 
cuits tifMgnals, 122. 

Whitworth’s Kitle Cannon, 39. 
Wood-preserving, New Modes of, 82. 
Writing in the Dark, 76. 

Yams, Chinese, 241. 

Zinc Coating for Iron and Steel, 50. , 
Zme Engraving, Deviucenzi's, 131. 
Zinc, Molecular Properties ot^ 128. 
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imagine a more delightful, strengthening, and elevating exercise for a yonthfUl 
female, than the pemeal of such a volume as this of ‘ Memorable Women.' - 
Morning AdvorUoor* 

Soutliey’s Life of Nelsoil* Mustrated with numerous 
Engrayin^on Wood, from designs by Duncan, Bihket Fostbb, 
Biohabd Westall, &o. Crown 8yo, 6s. cloth ; morocco, lOs. 6d. 

The Boyhood of Oroat Men as an Example to Youth. 

By John Q. Edoah. With Cuts by B. Foster. Fourth Edition, 
Ss. 6d. cloth ; 48. gilt edges. 

** It would have been a matter of regret to see such a book badly executed. 
That regret we are spared, for this little volume is simply and well done. The 
biographies are numerous and brief, but not too short to be amusing ; and as 
theusmidB of boys thirst for greatness, which is a^uired by ones and tens, there 
WiU bo thoBioaas glad to read a hook like this."— ij^minsr. 

Footprints of Famous Men ; or, Biography for Boys. 

By J. G. Edgar, Cuts by Foster. Fourth Edition, 3s. 6d. cloth ; 
4 b. gilt edges. 

** A very uimfUl and agreeable volmme. Itis asSfiil, vut bfograiphy is always an 
important ally to history ; and it is useful, because it gives another blow to the 
waning idea, that any eminence has ever been attained without severe labour.’*— 
JSUmdard. 

Bot Brinoes; or, Sdons of Boyalfy Cut off in Youtii. 
By John G. Edgar. With Illustrations by Georgr Thomas. . Fcp. 
8^ 6s. doth. 

iffiSterjl'ltor 'Soys ; or, Annals of ;ith^ I^atiens of 'Modem 
/.EoroM. By John G. Edgar. With Erght Illuftratious. Fcp. 
8yo, 6s. douL 






oftxjamosi 


BxooBAraY, BTC.— Con/»n««rf.] . 

Tlw tiie Carimni^AtSamfi^Tdar 

a]id4muLi With. Engra^iings on Stoel from Cmginal Bmwx&gt. 
Foittui Edition. Eep. Sto, ^ih^ 78. ; moroooci, lOik 6d. . 

A Bangle tluKHigli Normandy; or, Scenes, Oitettoters, 

and Incidents in a Sketching Excursion through Oalvados. By 
Gbobob M. Musojsatb, M JL Post Sto, with numerous lUiiatra- 
tionSy 10a. 6d. cloth. 

The Wonders of Travel; containing Ohnioe Extraota 

from the beat Books of Travel. Fop. 8vo, Plates, 3s. 6d. 

Curiosities of Modem TraveL Being Year-Books, of 

Adventuie. 4 volt., fcp.^ cloth. 

Romance of Modem TraveL 3 vols., fcp., lOs. 6d. 

cloth. 


AECHITEOTURAL WORKS. 


RAPHAEL AND J. ARTHUR BRAHOOfi- 
An Analysis of Gtothick Architecbire. Blustrated by 

a Series of upwards of Seven Hundred Examples of Doorways, 
Windows, &c. ; accompanied with Bemarka on the several DetaUs 
of an Ecclesiastical Edifice. By B. and J. A. Bnandon, Architects. 
Two large volumes, royal 4to, £3 6b, 

The Open Timber Boo& of the Middle Ages, nius- 

trated by Perspective and Working .Drawings of some of the bwt 
varieties of Church Boefc-; with Descriptive Letterpress. By B. 
and J. A. Beandon. Boy^ 4to, uniform with the above, £3 Si. 

Paridl Churches; being Ferspective Views of English 

Ecclesiastical Structures ; accompanied hy Flcjs draini to » Uni- 
form Scale, and Letterpress Descriptions. By B. and J. A. 
jjoni Amhitaita.. Two volumes large Svo, c ont i iii in g tlfii/ Fleriw, 
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W. KBKT AND C0.*8 CATALOOU& 


ABOHITXCTUBAL W0BX8--^0l»/t»tMi.] 

WihUm’s Englidi Cathedrals. Abchukvuui axs 

PlOTVBESatJB ILLUSTBATIOKS OF THB OaTUEOBAL ChUBCHES OF 

Ebglakd akd Walbs. New Edition, with the Manbebstbr 
Cathedral* 186 Plates, beautifully engraved B. Winkles ; 
with Histoiioal and DesoriptiTe Accounts of the various Cathedrals. 
In three handsome volumes, imperial 8vo, cloth, £2 88. 

The Third Volume, comprising Lichfield, Gloucester, Here- 
ford, Worcester, Durham, Carlisle, Chester, Eipon, Manchester, and 
the Welsh Cathedrals, may still be had separately, to complete sets, 
price 248. in 8vo, dSs. in 4to. 

Glossary of ArcMtectnxe. Explanation of the Terms 

used in Grecian, Homan, Italian, and Gothic Architecture, exem- 
plified by many Hundred Woodcuts. Fifth Edition, much enlarged. 
Three volumes, 8vo, 488. • 

Introduction to Gothic Architectnre. By the Editor 

of the ** Glossary ; ” with numerous Illustrations, 4s. 6d. cloth. 

Domestic Architecture. Ulustrations of the indent Bo- 

mestio Architecture of England, from the Xlth to the XVIIth 
Century. Arranged by John Bbitton, F.S.A. With an Histori- 
cal and Descriptive Essay. Fcp. 8vo, Ss. cloth. 

Gothic Architecture. DetailB of Gothic Architecture, 

Measured and Drawn from Existing Examples, by James X. Col- 
ling. 2 vols., medium 4to, £5 5s. 

Gothic Omamenti Drawn from Existing Authorities, by 

Jambs K. Colling. 2 vols., £7 10s. 


J. D. HARDING’S 

PMCTIOAL WORKS ON DRAWING. 


LeMOnB on Art. J. D. Hauding, Author of Ele- 
meatary Art; or, the use of the Chalk and Lead-pencil Advocated 
and Explain^/' &c. Second Edition, imp. 8vo, doth, Ids. 
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Habdxko'b Wobkb oir Dbawhto— CM ifmiMd.] 

The Guide and C<nnpaiiion to "Leesone on Art.” 

Bf J. D. Habdxzvo. Imp. 8yo, doth, 12b. 6d. 

Lessons on Trees. By J. D. HAitDixa. Folio, cloth, 15s. 
Elementary Art. Br J. B. Habdino. Imp. 4to, 25s. 

doth. 


POETRY. 


Longfellow’s Poetical Works. New and Complete Edi- 

tioii| including ** The Song of Hiawatha.** W^ith a fine Portrait, , 
and other Engravings. Fcp., 6s. cloth ; 10s. 6d. morocco. 

The Song of Hiawatha. By H. W. Lonokecllow. Kew 

Edition, with the Author's latest Corroctions. Fcp., 58. doth. 
Cheap Protective Edition. Is. sewed. 

The Golden Legend. By H. W. Lokofeixow. 2iid 

Edition. Fcp., 6b, doth. Cheap Edition. Is. 6d. doth ; Is. sewed. 
Poems. By Alexandeb Smith. Fifth Edition. Fcp. 

8vo, cloth, 58. 

Sonnets on the War, By Alexandeb Smith, and by | 

THB Autuob of ** Balder." 1b. sewed. 

I 

Griselday and other Poems. By Edwin Abnold. Fcp., | 

6s. cloth. 

The Ballad of Babe Christab^ and other Lyrical 

Poems. By Gerald Masset. Fifth Edition, 58. doth. 

Craigerook Castle : A Poem. By Gsbald ICasset. 

Second Editbn, Bevised, fcp., 6 b, doth. 
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PoaxBY— Cow/iniwi,] 

‘B»r»^hc«aM!^tfj 7ortio*l^Wol^^lBcik(iaii^ " 9 ^ 

Widow of Nain,” “ The Daughter of Ao. New tod' En- 

larged Edition, fcp. 8yo, 78. cloth. 

Poems. By Edwijld Capebn, Bural Postman of Bide- 
foed, Davott, Speood Edition, wi^ Additions, i8p.| i(Ssw^'dicfdu 

Eg^eria ; or, The Spirit of Nature. By Chables Mackat, 
LL.D. Fcp. 8vo, 3b. 6d. cloth. 

Town Lyrics. By CHASLEsdl^iacAY. Crown 8 yo, sewed, Is. 


FiOTIQIf AND AMUSEMENT. 


JiQliiglbIlow’3 Prose Works. “ Hyperioa?)” •* 

tod “ Outre-Mor.” Fcp 8vo. Uniform with Longfellow's Poeti- 
cal Works. With numerous Engravings. 6s. doth; JOs. 6d. 
morocco. 

' Parlour liBeio; A Mentis of Amiah^ Expoiments, 

'Transmutations, Sleights and Bublleties, Legerdemain, &o. New 
Edition, revised and enlarged with the addition of several Tricks 
from the perfonntoces of Houdin, Eohin, &c. 4s.. 6d. cloth. . ~ 

Acting Charades; or. Deeds not Words. A Christmas 

Game to make a long evening short By:,the} jBro^rs Mayhot. 

• lEustncted 'with many hundrOT Woodcuts. 5b;' clotti.* 

Sound Oames for all. Parties. A Collection 

greatest Variety of Family Amusements for the Fireside' or Ti'c- 
nio— Games of Action — Gomes of Memory — Catch Games — ^Games 
requiring the Exercise of Fancy, Intelligence, and Ima^arion — , 

lat^otoigSt 

A GnuAfir Bon>Bon for Christmas Parties : A Collec- 

. li.wfawMWMs.Srvmw.Faa^ WMtiiiw«J^f&.-Viailli*n. 
mfiisely Illustrated by Hiws.. G)9th,;^.>6d* . , * . - 
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■ Fiction— 

I SliadoWB. Ti^ty^five Ainnsiiig By C. H. 

Bbnnbtt. Ornamental Wrapper, 28. 6d. ; coloured, 48. 6d. 

** Where’s Shadow ! Here, Sir. Shadow I iS%aA«p«are. 

* ** The notion that has seized Mr. Bennett’s fancy ia an odd one. and ha han 

wodwditamt wdthgnsathninoisr.^ A ^ooBaie»Si:nta^alMwaSatfir 
I oomio than itself, and it exdtea an amount of agreeable eiulosity and mtilaation 
; on seeliiK throne figure, to Imagine how the artist will eoattrire to «»A* it refleet 
anothar.**«*J f ar i iia g Cntoniele^ 

I Grimm’s Household Stories. All the most Popular 

I Fairy Tales and Legends of Germany, oolleoted.by thfi^BroUien 
GaiMM> Newiy Translated, and illldittwtod wnitb 
and Forty Engraring^ by Edwabd Q. Wahnbat: Omnplete in 
One Volume, otown 8yo, 7cU'6d.'clotfa. . 

: Adventures of Ebhinson Cnisoe, complete. B/yrinted 

I from the Original Edition, with Illustrations by Stothard. Crown 
I 8yo, cloth, 78. 6d. 

Ttohiliseil Crusoe^, with Humefoufi Woodcsats* by- Cbraax 

GRUUsaBAKK and btben. Fep. Sto, 38^ ed.^dotk. 

The Young Lady’s Oracle; or, Fortune-toUingBook.. A 

Fireside Amusement, with Plate, Is. cloth. 

USEFUL WOBK-S;.. 

ONE SHILLING EACH, NEATLV - BOUND* 

Handbook of Fendl Draving 

A Shining’s Worth of Sense. 
The Weather Book 1300 Buies 

, , for leUng tha Waathss* 

The Ball Boom Preoeptor 

'• sad rblka-OulM 4 V , ^ 

Bam wim 

> sad'Filitesa.^ , ^ ' 


; JlBiOa JLomoir.] 


Etiquette for the I^ea I 


Etiquette' fOr GOntiemen. 

nli^dfiah Editicm. 

Etiqimtte of. Courtship., and. 

Matrimony, with a complete Guide to 
the Forms of a Wedding. 

LaonuiM' of nower^ vith 

' fllAnfaiftd(3SysCT,and,C)o^ FmOf. 
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SCIENTIFIC WORKS, ETC. 


Leotnras on the Great Exhibition, and its Besnlts on the 

Arti Mid HanufSkcturet. Dolivered before the Society of Arti, by 
some of the most Eminent Men of the day. In Two Series, price 
7 s. 6 d. each, neatly bound in doth. 


Sng^gestions m Design ; including Original Compositions 
in all Styles, with Descriptive Notes for the use of Artists and 
Art 'Workmen, oontainiDg nearly 600 Hints for Workers in Metal, 
Wood, Ivory, Glas^and Leather, the Potter, Weaver, Printer in 
Odou^ Engraver, Decorator, &c. By Lukb Limneb. 4to, 16s, 
cloth. 


Year>Book of Facts in Science and Art; CThihiting 

the most important Discoveries and Improvements of the Tear, and 
a Literary and Soientido Obituary. By John Times, F.S.A., 
Editor of The Arcana oi Science.*^ Fcp. 8vo, 5s. doth. 

This work is published annually, and contains a complete and 
condensed view of the progress of discovery during the year, syste- 
matioaUy arranged, with Engravings illustrative of novdtiee in the Arts 
and Sdenoes, Ac. The volumes, ^m its commencement in 1839, may 
still be had, 5s. each. 

«( This book doM for us wbst we have not done for onnelves— It stores up 
every uaefhl bit of information to be found in the records of learned societies or 
aanounoed through soienUflo and newe joaraals.'*--ff(o&e. 

** AUj and hoBMtly compiled.**— AfAenowm. 


The Idtenuy and Sdeutific Begister and Almanack 

for 1858 ; with an aa^le Collection of Useful Statistical and Mis- 
cellaneous Tables. Dedicated, by speoial permission, to H.B.H. 
the Prinoe Consort By J. W. G. Gutoh, M.R.G.S.L., F.L.S., late 
Foreign Service Queeda Messenger. Piioe 8s. 6<1« roan tuok. 

** As perfect a eompsndium of useful knowledge ia^oonneotion with literature, 
Solenee, and the JUitM, as it is neeee 8 arTever 3 rbody should have a e ^n a ietanee wittu 
It is, in shoort, a little volume which will aave the trouble of hunting through many 
books of more pretsnsion, and sux^y offJumd what without it, would sdRidlro 
much ttoe and 
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DICTIONABIES. 


Webster’s Qiiarto Dictionaiy, imabrid^d ; containing 

all the 'Words in the English Language, with their Etymologies and 
Derivations. By Noak Webster, LL.D. Eevised by Professor 
Goodrich. With Pronouncing Vocabularies of Scripture, Classical, 
and Geographical Karnes. New Edition, carefully printed in a 
large 4to volume, Sis. 6d. cloth ; 42s. calf. 

Tho only complete work. Ml the octavo editions are Abridgments. 

**All young persons should have a standard Dictionary at their elbow; and ■ 
while you are alMut it, get the best : that Dictionary is Noah Webster's, the great 
work unabridged. If you are too poor, save the amoimt from off your back, to 
put it into your head.” 

•* We can have no hesitation in giving it as our opinion, that this is the most 
elaborate and successful undertaking of the kind which has ever appeared.**— ' 
Times. 

*<The veteran Webster’s work is the best and most usehil Dictionary of the 
English Iiimguage ever published. Every page attests the learning and talent, 
the sound judgment and nice discrimination, the great industry, profound re- 
search, and surprising perseverance of the author. It is a very manifest improve- 
ment on Todd’s Johnson, and contains many thousand more words than that or 
any oUier English Dictionary hitherto published.” — Examiner, 

Webster’s Smaller Dictionary. Condensed and adapted ' 

to English Orthography and Usage from various sourcea. By ! 
Charles Bobsok, crown 8vo, fis. embossed. 

Webster’s Pocket Dictionary. 32mo, 3s. 6d. 

Kiniatnre French Diction^, in French and English, 

I English and French: comprising all the words in genenS use. 
The remarkably comprehensive nature and compact size of thia 
little Dictionary admirably fit it for the student and tourist. Neatly 
bound in roan, 48. ; morocco, gilt edges, 5s. 6d. 

Shaiye’s Diamond Dictionary of the English Laa- 

guage, A veiT small volume, beautifully printed in a clear and 
legible type. Boon, neat, 2s. 6d. ; morocco, 3s. 6d. 

Caaadl’s French Dictionary. Svo, cloth, 9.. 6d. 

Caasdl’s Latin Dictionaiy. Sto, doth, 9b. 6d. 

Oaasell’s Goman Dictionaiy. Syo, doth, 9b. 
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C£ORGE, CRUtlCSHMIK%cWOJIK«i 

Klir Sketolt-Bodk; containmg inore^ than Two Hundred 

Iftui^ble Bketdies. By Gbobgib €lti7iK9inkKX; lii Nixie Numbers. 

2s. 6d. pbin ; 3s. 6d. Coloured. 

Scmps and SketclldS* in Pour Pmrts, each 8s. plain; 

128. coloured. 

lUafitratioilS of Tiioio* as. plain ; 12 s« oolonxed. 
lUustratioiis of Phrenologj. 8 s. plain; I 2 s. coloured. 

The Bottle* In- Eight Large Plates, Is, ; or pmted in 
tints, 6s. 

The Unmkard’s Ohildren. A Sequel to The Bottle. 

Bight large Plates, Is. ; printed in tints,. 6s. 

These two works may be had stitched up with Dr. Ghsrlea 
Itaekay'sillustxntiye Poem, price 68i Mie Poem separate, Is. ’ 

The Comic Alphabet* Twenty-six fiumorouB Designs. 

In case, 2su6d. plain; 48. colour^ 

The Loyiiig Ballad of LoadBatOBiaB^i WMt 

. Humorous Plates. Cloth, 2s. 

13ia BaohdiCg^S Own Book : Being^wenty^four Passages 
in the Life of Mr. Lambkin in the Pursuit 6f 'Pleasure and Amuse- 
ment. 6s^ sewed ; coloured, 8s. 6d. 

The Ck)llUC Aloumaeky firamits conrmencenient in 188d ^ 

I to 1S63. Illustrated with numerous lar^ PlatSs by Gbobob | 
Cbuikshakk, and many hundred a m us i ng ^^ts, . .. . 

* 0 * Any oi the separate Years (except tl^t {or 1^35) may he had 
' at Is. 3d. eaqh^ - ?^‘v- ^ ■ 


’lii i 


W» MSan vCO.M' 16 


Come Works — Coniinued,^ 

Comic Adiwntares ^ Cbadidi Oldlmck.: herein 

are' duly get forth the tirossea, Chagrina, Changea, and Calamities 
by which his Oou^hip was at^odea ; siowiBg, also, the Issue of 
his Suit» aad his^’^B^pousal^to^ his Ladye-loye, Large 8yo, with 
Eighty-four Plates, 7s. cloth. 

The 'History 'Of Hr. Ogleby: Showiiffi Low, by the 1 

Polish > of .Ids Haaiieis, the Brilliancy of his Eepartees, and the 
Elegance of his Attitudes, he attained Distinction in the Fashion- 
able World. 150 Designs, 6s. cloth. 

Skadowa. Twenty-five Amusing Engravings. By OJH. ! 

Bennett. Ornamental ‘Wrapper, 28.* 6d. ; ooloured, 48. 6d. 

** WluM's Bhidew 1 Here, Sir. Shadow! **—^Shak9p6ar6, 

**The notion that has seized Mr. Bennett's fancy is an odd one, and he has 
worked it qut with great humour. A comic figure makes a shadow really more 
comic than Itself, and It excites an amount of agreeable curiosity and gratifioatlon 
on se^g the one figure, to imagine how the aortistwlll oentrive to makriti^ifteet 
another.^— Jforntnp Ckroniele. 


The Tables of HSsop and others. Translated into 

Human Kature, with 26 Humorous Illustrations by Charles H. 
Behnett, author of Shadows-’* Demy 4to, ornamental baud^ 
6s. plain ; 10s. 6d. coloured. 

“This will be a popular book, Mr. Bennett’s first venture, the grotes^ely- 
treated “Shadows,’^ was a decided Mt, and he seems to have the knack of com- 
binitm oomioality and ianpy in such proportionB «e riiaE be appetising and digestOHO 
Ibr 


The Sandboys’ Adventures ; or, London in issi, during 

the Great Exhibition. By Henry Mayhew and Ghorgh OrtHH'- 
BHANK. 8yo, cloth, 8s. 6d. 

The Ctomieal Creatores from Wtntembnigj'fidm'eie 

BbriSad AnhnaUi in thd Greht Exhibition, Square, cloth,, 8s.i,6d. ; 
coloured, 6<. 

Ooia^ fiaefr/wtth Lt the' Qmt ExldKtaou,^^ 

l)rawing8 by J. G«ahbV£UiE. . rSmall 6d. ; •floured, '•». 
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JUVENILE WOEKS. 


CAPTAIN REID’S BOOKS OF ADVENTURE FOR BOYS. 

The ToXUlg Yfigers; a ISTarrative of Hunting Adven- ! 

tures in Southern Alrica. By Captain Matnb Beid, Author of | 
The Boy Hunters,” ** The Young Voyageurs,* * &o. Second Edition, i 
with Twelre lUuatrations by William Hasvxt. Fcp., 7s. cloth. 

The Bush Boys; or, the Histo^ and Adyentures of a j 

Cape Farmer and his Family in the Wild Karoos of Southern Africa. I 
Second Edition, with Twelve Illustrations. Fop., 7s. doth. | 


Tho Desert Home; or, English Family Eobinson. With i 
numerous lUustrations by W. Haetet. Sixth Edition, doth, 78. j 
with cdoured plates, 9s. 

The Boy Hunters ; or. Adventures in Search of a White i 
Buffalo. With numerous Plates by Habyby. Fifth Edition, doth. | 
7s. ; ooiouxed, 9s. 

The Toimg Veyiwenrs; <», AdventoreB in the Fm 

Countries of the Far North. Plates by Habyby. Second Edition, 
doth, 7s. ; with coloured plates, 9s. 

The Forest Exiles ; or, Perils of a Peruyian Family amid ; 
the Wilds of the Amazon. With Twelve Plates. Third Edition, | 
7s. doth ; with coloured plates, 9s. 

!*As a writer of books for boys, oommeBd as aboresU men UTfcif to Osptalii ! 
MayneBeid! Whererer his new book goestbis new year, therewillbe aboadant 
delightfor boars of reading, and plenty to talk of by the erening fire. Toils and , 
adTentures, dangers, daringsand sufferings are narratedin the most Tirld manner 
•— Uioroiighly nsoinating the mind of the reader, and retaining it in fixed and i 
eegee attention till aerisisof soma kind iereaobed. Me oar wordier It, tey i 
friends, if you beeome Captain Mayne Beid* a * boy readers * on our reoonunenda t ion , 

YOU wm thank ns for it with all your hearts, and praise the book moroenthasiaa. i 
tieally than we have done.**— Foncon/brmisf. I 
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MR. H. MAYHEW’8 BOOKS OF SCIENCE FOR BOYS. 

Ths Wonders of Sciencsj or, Young Humpluy Dayy 

(the Cornish Apothecary's Boy, who taught himself Natural Phi- 
losophy, and eventually bocame President of the R(^al Society). 
The life of a Wonderful Boy, written for Boys. By Mbnrt May- 
HBW, Author of ** The Peasant-Boy Philosopher," &o. With Illus- 
trations by John Gilbert. Second Edition. Fop., 6s. cloth. 

** A better hero for a boy’s book Mr. Mayhetr oonld not have fonncLrad no 
writer would have treated the story more sucoOssfully than he has done, we bare 
long been in want of a * young people’s author,* and we seem to hare the right m an 
in the right place in the person of Mr. Mayhew.**— 

The Story of the Peasant-Boy Philosopher; or, >• A 

Child gamering Pebbles on* the Sea-shore." Founded on the Idfe 
of Ferguson the Shepherd-boy Astronomer, and showing how a 
Poor Lad made himself acquainted with the Principles of Natural 
Soienoe. By Henry Mayhbw, Author of London Labour and 
the London Poor." With Eight Illustrations W John Gilbert, 
and numerous Drawings printed in the text. Third Edition, 6s. 
cloth. 

** Told with the grace and feeling of Goldsmith, and by oiie who has that know- 
ledge of soienoe which Goldsmith lacked. It is as if Brewster and poor * Goldy * 
had combined to produce this instructive and beautifully.told tale."— 


MR. J. Q. EDGAR’S BOOKS FOR BOYS. 

TIig Boyliood of Great Men as an Example to Youth. 
By J. G. Edgar. With Cuts by B. Foster. Fourth Edison, 
Ss. 6d. cloth ; with gilt edges, As. 

Footprints of Famous Men; or, Biography for Boys. 
By J. G. Eooab. Cuts by Foster. Fourth Edition, Ss. 6d. doth ; 
4s. gilt edges. 

Boy Princes. By John 0. Edgak. With lUuBtrations 
by Gborob Thomas. Fcp. 8yo, 5b. cloth. 

History for Beys; or, AnnalB of the Nfations of Modem 

Europe. By J. G. Edgar. Fop. 8yo, with HlustrationB by George 
Tuokab, 6b, cloth gilt. 
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I JuYsmjg WoBKS—Con^inutfi.] 

The B(^8 Own Book: A complete Encyclopedia of all 

’ the DiversioiiB — Athletic, Scientific, and Becreatiye — of Boyhood 

and Youth. With seyeral hundr^ Woodcuts. New Eaitiou, 
greutiy enlarged and improved, Handsomelj bound, 8 $, fid. 

The litile Boy’s Own Boo^ an Abridgment of “Tbe 

Boy’s own Book** for Little Boys. 38. 6d. neatly bound. 

Grimm’s BEonsehold Stories. All the most Popular 

I Fairy Tales and Legends of Germany, collected by the Brothers 
; GniMBC. Newly Translated, and Illustrated with Two Hundred 

, and Forty Engrayings by Edwabd H. Wehnxbt. Complete in 
j One Volume, crown 8yo, 78. fid. cloth. 

. The Bival Bings; or, Overbearing. By tbe Author of 
Mia and Charlie,** &o. With Illustrations by Williams. Fcp., 
4s. fid. doth. 

I Uia and Charlie ; or, a Week’s Holiday at Bydale Bee- 

tory. With Eight Engrayings by B. Fostee. Fcp., 48. fid. cloth. 


Author of 


Sidney Grey : A Tale of School Life. By the . 

** Mia and Charlie.** With Engrayings, fcp., fis. cloth. 


The Heroes of Asgard and the Giants of Jotunheim; 

or, Christmas Week with the Old Storytellers. By the Author of 
<*Mia and Charlie.** With Ulnstrations by C. Doylb. Fop. 
doth, 5s. 

Southej^S Life of Nelson* Finely-illustrated Edition, 

with Engravings from Drawings by Duncan, B. Fosteb, and 
others, pe^y printed in the text, and part in tints on separate pages. 
Small 8yo, fis. neatly bound, and morocco, 10s. fid. 

Memorable Women; the story of their lives. By Mrs^ 
Nswton Cboslanp. lUustrated by B. Fostxb. Fop. Bvo, fis. 

The Boat and the Caravan : A Family Tour in £^t 

and Syria, With EUgravings on Steel from Original Drawings. 
7ou^ Edition. Fcp. 8yo, doth, 7s. j morocccs lOs. fid. 


Faxabmosxak Bow, London.] 
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JUVBNILB WOBXS— Coh/MMMZ.] 

Enmut dd lissau* or, ICemoiis of a Convoried Jewess* 
With niuitcatioiii hj Gilbbbx. New Sditien, 7a | 10s. 6d* 
motooco. 

The YotUlg Student* By Madame Gxtizot. With En- 

layings. Fop., Ss. 6d. doth. 

The StoCT of Beynard the Pox. A New Verflion by 

DA.WIBL Ybddsb. Illustrated with Fifteen large Plates by GusTavB 
Caitton, of Munich and Dussddorf. Post 4to;, 6s. boards ; 17a 6d. 
morocco. 

Adventiures of Robinson Crtmo^ complete. Beprmted 

from the Original Edition, with Illustrations by Stothard. Crown 
8yo, doth, 78. 6d. 

Bobinson Crusoe^ with numerous Woodcuts by Geobgb 

CauixauAMK and others. Fop. Syo, 8s. 6d. doth. 

The Whaleman’s Adventures in the Southern Ocean. 

By the Bey. Henut T. CHSEysn. Edited by the Bey* W* 
SooBBSBT, D.D. Fcp. 8yo, Ss. 6d. 

Farlonr Magic* New Edition, revised and enlarged, 
with the addition of seyeral Tricks from the Performances of Messrs. 
Hou^Un, Bobin, &0. 48. 6d. ch>th. 

The Young Islanders; » Tale of the Seaward-House 

Boys. By Jeffebts TatIiOB. Tinted plates, fcp., Ss. doth. 

B(^S Treasury of Sports, Pastimes, md Beoieotimu. 

with 400 Illustrations by S. Williams. Fcp., 6s. doth. 

Child’s First Lesson Book. Many Cats, sqoaie doth, 

Ss. 6d. I coloured Plates, 6s. 

Family Poetry. By the Editor of the ** Sacred Harp.” 

Bilk, 28. 6d. 

The Playmate* A Beasant Compamon for Spare Hours ; 

with numerous lUusttmtioiis, complete in 1 yol. Olom gilt, 3t» 
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JUTXMXLB WOBKS— 


Bingley's Tales alwot Birds; ilksttstiro «f 

Katurey Habiti^ and Initiiiot PIate% 8ft eMi. 

Singles Tales about Travdlers; their Ferik, Ad- 

yentures, and Diiooyeriea. Platea, 8ft dotL 

Burley’s Tales of Sbipwredi^ and other Digasten at 

Sea. Platcfl, 3a. doth. ^ 

I Bingley’s Stories; niiistrativeof tiieListmctof Asimals, 

I their Characters and Habits. Plates, 8s* doth. 

j Bingley’s Stories about Bogs; iUustratiTe of their 

Instinct, Sagadty, and Fidelity, with Plates by Taoiua Labdsbbb. 
3s. olotlL 

I Binglqr’s Stories about Horses; iHnstrativo of their 

Intelligence, Sagacity, and Docility. Plates, Ss. doth. 

Bingley’s Bible Qiiadrapeds; tbe Katural History of 

I the Auimala mentioned in Scripture. Plates, Ss. doth. 

Original Poems for My Cbildren ; by Thoius Mxx^eb. 

Profusely Illustrated, 2s. 6d. doth. 

George Cmiksliank’s Fairy Library. Edited and 

Illustrated by Geobob GnuixBKjLNX. 1. Hop o* my Thumb, Is. 
2. Jack and the Bean Stalk, 1ft 3. Cinderella, or the Glass 
Slipper, Is. 


Harry’s Ladder to Learning. 

Picture Books for Children. Price 
6d« each, plain ; Is. coloured ' 

Hab&t'b Hoeh Book. 

Harry’s Pxoturk Book. 

Harry’s Country Waucs. 

Harry’s Nursery Songs. 

Harry’s Suifuc Storzbs. 

Harry’s Nursery Taues. 

Or the Six bound in one ▼olume;8B.6d. 
eloth ; or with ooloored platee, 6e. 

HUiy’t Book of Foeby: 

Short Poems for the Nursery. By 
Eusa Orotk. With numeroue Illus- 
tratieas by H. Wkir, B. Foster, and 
othwa. Square, cloth, 3e.M. j or with 
ooloarid platee, 6s. 


IdtOe KaiT^! Books for Chil- 

dren. Price 6d. each, profhsely 
lUustrated:— 

PanucB : Spelliko Book; BtAniKO 
Book : HiSToaT or £iroi:.ANn : Soaxp. 
TURE Lessons ; First Book op Fobtry; 
Sroonp Book op Fostey ; Babes xn thk 
Wooi>; PxerruBB Bxxieum; Lmnui 
Mart aep bee Doix. 

Idtile nary’s Treasury, being 

Eight of the abore Immd hi om 
Yolome, doth, 6e. 

Little Mary’s Lesson Book: 

oontaining «* Primer,” «* SpelUng,” 
and "Bauttaf,” te tea VdEiaft 
Cloth, gilt, 2ft M. 
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JUYENXLB WOBKB — Coutinutd^l 


Comical Story Books, with Coloured Plates. Is. eaoli. 


1. Trb Wbjlbklb or Hounroon. 
3. TkV WOMOKBrOL Haeb Hcxt. 
A. Stobt or Extmabj) tjkb Fox. 


4. Last CHArriMOH'B Ball. 

5. Aldbbmait Oobblb. 

6. A OoiuoAL Fxobt. 


Home Lesson Books. 

Thx Hom« Pazmbb, nearly 200 Cuts, 
oloCh, le. 

T«b Bomb Natubal Hzbtobt, Cuts, 
cloth. l8. 

Thb Bomb Gramxab. Cats, cloth, Is. 
Each may be had with Coloured Plates, 
2 b, 6d. 


BOOKS. 

Home Story Books. 

Th/Wbll-bbbdDoll. Cats, doth, Is. 
Tbb Dxsoobtxmtbd Chioxbitb, Gnto. 
cloth. Is. 

Tbb Hibtobt of Lxttlx Jamb amd 
HBB Nkw* Boob, Cuts, cloth. Is. 

Or, with Coloared Plates, Ss. 6d. i 


INDESTRUCTIBLE BOOKS. 

Bertie’s Indestmctilile Books, j Indestructible Lesson Books, 


Printed on Calico, 6d. each. 

1. Hobm Book. I 4. Woonsinx. 

2. WoadBook. I 5. WildBbastb. 

8. Fabx Yabd. I 6. Binn Book. 

7. NoasBBK Dxttxbs. 


price Is. each. 

1. Alphabet. 

2. P&IICXK. 

8. Spbllinci. 

4. Eilpositob. 

5. EBADiNa Boos, 


Bertie’s Trea«OT; bein. The Indestruotible Lesson 

Of the above bound in One Volume. Book; beinff the abore five in One 

8s. 6d. cloth. Volume, with 125 pictures, price 6s. 


INDESTRUCTIBLE PLEASURE BOOKS, 

One Shillin% each^ Coloured* 

1. BO-PEEP. 6. MOTHER HUBBARD. 

2. MOTHER Q008E. 7. CAT AND MOUSE. 

8. HOUSE THAT JACK BUILT. 8. JENNY WREN. 

4. WEDDING OF COCK ROBIN. 9. OLD WOMAN AND HER PIG. 

5. DEATH OF COCK ROBIN. 10. LITTLE MAN AND MAID. 

MANUALS OF INSTRUCTION AND AMUSEMENT. 

Om ShilUng each, neatly Printed and lUuetrated, 

L Manual of Flower Garden- 5. Manual of Cage Birds. By 

ing for Ladies. By J. B. Wnmwo, a Practical Bird Keeper. 

Practical Gardener, Second Edition 

a. Hannal of Chess. 

Cbakus Kkkkt. ™ • Glossary of Terms of Art. 

8. ifftniifti of Music. Bj 0. 7. Manual for Butterfly Col- 

W. If AMBT. lectors. Bjr Abkx. Imopbw. Plates. 

4i Manual of Bomesfio Eco- 8. Manual of Painting in 

nomy. ByJoHMTuBs. Water Colours. 
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ELEMENTARY DRAWING BOOKS, 


J. p. HARDING. ] 

Early Drawing Book: Ele- 
mentary Lessons. Six Numbers, 
Is. 6d.; or in cloth, lOs. 6d. 

Drawing Book for 1847. Six 

Nos. Is. 6d. ; or cloth, lOs. 6d. 


SAMUEL PROUTj F.S.A. 

Mementary Drawing Book 

of Landscapes, Buildings, &o. Six 
Numbers, Is. 6d.; cloth, lOs. 6d. 

MONS. JULIEN. 
Studies of Heads: by Hons. 

JnxjiH, Professor of Drawing in the 
Military School of Paris. Lithographed 
byT. Faiblaitd. Six Numbers, 2s. 
each ; or cloth, lls. 

The Human Figure: a Series 

of Progreasire Studies, by Mons. 
JuuxK. With Instructions. Six Nos. 
2s. each ; or cloth, 14 b. 


GEORGE CHILDS. 

Drawing Book of Objects: 

Nearly 500 Subjects for young Pnpils 
and Drawing-classes in Schools. Six 
Numbers, Is. ; cloth, 7s. Sd. 


lattle Sketch Book : Easy 

Studies in Landscapes, Figures, Ac. 
Improved Edition. Fourteen Nos. 6d.; 
or 2 vols. cloth, 4s. each. . 


English Landscape Scenery: 

Sketches from Nature for finished 
Copies. Six Numbers, Is. each; 
doth, 7s. 6d. 


Drawing Book of Figares: 

Sketches from Life at Home and 
Abroad. Several hundred Figures. 
Six Nos. Is.; or bound, 7s. 0d. 

Elementary Drawing Book, 

a Series of easy Progressive Lessons 
for Tonng Beginners. Sight Nos., 
9d.eaoh. 01oUi,78.6d. 


DiBDix's East Dxawiko Book, akd Gums Tt Sxircanfo. S!x Nos. Ss. 6d. ; 
bound, 18s. 

DxBnn's Lkssomb ik Watu Coloubb. Four Nob. 4b. 

FouD’s Bast Lrbbokb xk Lakuboapi. Eight Nos. 9d. ; cloth, 78. 6d. 

Hakd-Bopx or PxwciLDnAwmo ; or, Self-Instructor in Art. Two Kates, cExtb, Ic. 
Haxdixo’b Poettouo. Coloured, S4fl. doth. 

PHXXtUn'B Etohznob of Famiuau Lira. Three Nos. Is. 6d. 

SvTounrx's Dbawino Book ofHoxsxs. Six Nos. Is. ; doth, 78. 6d. 

WoniLST's Lxttijs Deawxko Book of Laudboafis, Ac. Fourteen Noe. 6d. ; or 
2 vole, doth, 48. each. 
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MISCELLANEOUS WORKS. 


Williams’s Symbolical EacUd, cMefly from &e Text of 

Dr. Simson. Adapted to the use of Students, by the Ber. J. M. 
Williams, of Queen's College, Cambridge. iNew Edition, 6s. 6d. 
doth ; 7 b. roan. An 8to Edition may alro be had, 7 b. doth. 

This edition lain use at xnanj of the Public Sdiools. 

Eii^s Literest TaUes, on Sums from One to Ten 
Thousand Pounds. Enlarged and improved, wiUi sereral useful 
Additions. By Joseph Eino, of Liyeipool. In one large yol. 
8yo, 21s. 

Sevon Hundred Domestic Hints^ combining Elegance 

and Economy with the Enjoyment of Home. By a JiAdt. Neatly 
bound in doth, 28. 6d. 

The Book of the Moni^ and Circle of tbe Seasons. 

Embellished with Twenty-eight Engravings from Drawings by 
William Hahvet, Beautifully printed in fcp. 8yo, 3s. 6d. doth. 

How to Malce Home Happy; or, Hints and Cautions 

for AIL With Five Hundred Odds and Ends worth remembeiing. 
By William Jokes, F.S.A. Small 8yo, ds. 6d. cloth. 

Panoramic View of Palestine^ or the Holy Land, before 

the Destruction of Jerusalemi depicting the sites of tbe various 
localities mentioned in Senpture. With Beferenoes. In a folding 
doth case. Plain, 28. 6d. ; coloured, 3 b. 6d. On sheets plain, 
Is. 6d. ; coloured, 2s. 6d. 


TILT’S CABINET LIBRARY EDITIONS. 

1. Dr. Jobason’s Lives of the English Poets. 

2. Boswdl’s Life of Johnson. 

3. Oliver Ckddsmitii’s Works. 

4 Hervqr’s Meditations and Contemplations. 

These Works are dearly and boautlftiUy printed by Whittingham; eaeh 
eomprlsed In a handeoma fep. Sro vdume. Their elegance and cheapness reader 
them very eoltahle for Presents, Sohod Prises, or TrarelUng Companions. 
Pcloa 6s. each, naatly bslLboond in moroeeo ; or, 9s. calf extra. 

Tilt's Editiok" must be specified in ordering the above. 
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HOETICTJLTTJRE, GAKDENIM, ETC. 


The Cotta^ Gardener’s Dictionary. Deacril^g the 

Plan^ Fruits, and Vegetables desirable for the Garden, and ex- 
plaining the Terms and Operations employed in their cultivation ; 
with an Alphabetical List of Synonyms. Edited by 0. W. John- 
son, Esq., Editor of **The Cottage Gardener," &o. &c. Third 
Edition. Grown 8vo, strongly bound in cloth, 6d. 

Hannal of Flower-Gardening for Ladies. By J. B. 

Whiting, Practical Gardener. Price Is. 

Glenn]r’s Handbook to the Flower-Garden and 

Greenhouse ; comprising the Description, Cultivation, and Ma- 
nagement of all the popular Flowers and Plants grown in this 
country ; with^i Calendar of Monthly Operations for the Flower- 
garden and Greenhouse. By Geobge Glbnnt, Editor of the “ Gar- 
dener's Gazette," and the " Gardener and Practical Florist," &c. 
Ac. Crown 8vo, cloth, gilt edges, price 5 b. 6d. 

Glenny’s Catechism of Gardening. Containing the 

Elements of Practical Gardening, or Plain Questions and Answers. 
Arranged for the use of Schools, by the Rev. J. Edwards, Second 
Master of King’s College, London ; and particularly adapted for 
Agricultural and Village Schools. 18mo, sewed, 9d. 

Glenny’s Garden Almanac, and Florist’s Directory for 

1858; containing the Management of an Amateur’s Garden during 
the Year ; New Plants, Flowers, &o., to come out in the Spring, 
and other useful information. Price Is. 


A Natural History of the Vegetable Kingdoi^ 

Arranged according to the Natural System of De Candolle ; with 
Engravings illustrative of the Typical Species of each Family, By 
Robert Hoqo, Vice-President of the British Pomological Sotdety, 
Ao. Ac, 1 Tol, crown 8vo, cloth, price 10s. 6d, 

[Jr the JPrwti, 
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JOHN CASSELL’S 
'Wtmxs xro ^EUBLIiOATtoKS. 


EDUCATIONAL 

The Pt^nlsr Efocator. 'Rie most'-Cbm^eiien^'^na 

Oompeiidious Educational Work ever issued from the press. It is 
complete in Six Volumes, oro^ 4to, price 4s. 6d. each, in cloth 
. ; nr in Boubli ‘Volumes, price 8s. 6d. each. ^D^se 

^Tolumes form an Enoyclop^ia oflnstruction, popular and easy of 
acquirement, commencing with Simple Buies, immediately interest- 
ing the Pupil, and urging him rapidly on from one stage to another 
.until perfection is attained. 

\ *0* This W ork is being re»iasued in Weekly Numbers, priee jid. ; 
Parte, 7d. and 8|d. ; and Divisions, Is, each. 

The first 3 vols. of the Popular Educator” are published in a 
cheaper fprm. Price, neat^ Imund. in cloth, 3s..6d. eaoh, or the 3 yola. , 
bound in 1, price 9s. 84^ 

The Biblical Educator, complete in 2 vola., crown )4to, 

price da. 6d. each, in cloth boards, or the 2 vols. in 1, lOs. €dl 
This Work can also be obtained in Numbers at 2d. each. Cases for 
binding the single vol., Is. 3d. each; for the double vpl., Is. 9d. 

> eaeh. These v^mes contain a mass’ iOf: inforjiiatiOn^ob Tdrim 

> points oonneoted with Biblical Literature and Christian Theology. 

The Historical Educator, complete in 2 vols., crown 4to, 

price 6a. each, in cloth boards, or lls. 6d. the 2 vols. in 1. These 
^ vi^ i^tain i-tL » ,Iiw . fttstory' r)f Deogt^y, j-inoiuding , ^ 
’Vbya^' ana Insttbt^ries of Hando, the Caiftnagififcin NWigator; 
TSe^odotus, the OrerSk Traveller ; Ctesias, Pl^hias, ^Neidchus, 
Julius Oowr, Patisaaias, Pa-Hian, &c., with upwards of threfe'hun- 
dM cdrioiii mid interesting Engravings^ tiie preparation' of ishicH 
incurrod an outlay of henriy One Thousand Pounds. II. ThO'^is- 
the United States of America, by Mary Howitt. III. The 
History of Ghreece, by Messrs. E Iu.And J^ Godkin. IV. The His- 
tory of English Literature, by Dr. J, B. Beard. V. Chronology, 
from the Earliest Period. 
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Gassull's Wo&ks — CMitinMdC\ 

FQR THE ACQUISITION QF THE ^FRE|ICH UMQUAQl .WiTMOUf;> 
TftE*MO»‘OF A IRAttSir.' 

Cto wl Tfl IVeadi and'Eng^idi IfotiMMuy. OompoMd 

fnnB 4he Firadi Biekionartei of the Fmiek Aotdetnvf BatelMr^e, 
lAnditis^Abe^ ; fxom the E&giith DiotiozMriet of Ogtlvidy^Johmon, 
Webster, &o. ; and from the Technologiosi and Soientifle Dic- 
tionaries of both Languages. By Professors De Lolmb and Wai«- 
LAOBf and H^nkt BtanoiaiAK, Es^ In Two Dlyisions : 1. lEVenbh- 
English. Ii; EngHsh-Frencb. ftice, bound in doth, ds. ea^, or 
the 2 in 1 !79i.,>6tTbngl|r bound, 9si'dd;> 

Though completed but a short time shsea, thial^icticmaii^has je- 
cuned a sale of upwards ofyive thowmd oopkn It is ao]mow£ed|^ to 
be the most perfect Dictionary extant. The Maiming Foii thus jpeaks 
of it The appearand of this Tolume will be hailed, with ^satisfiio- 
tipn. Its publication will supply a want long felt by aH engaged in 
the labour of education^-^ thoroughly good and che^Erendj^Eaglish 
and English- French Dictionary aW obtainable in Xombeni' «t.8d., 
aad at, Is. Gases for binding the'Yeliune, 9d. 

CiiflsdrB Lessons in FrencL Farts 1. and IL By 

Professor Fasquelle. These Lessons have not been surpassed by 
any which have been published. They contain a oomi^te, syste- 
matic Grammar, induding Etymology and Syntax, with copious 
Beferences to the Idioms, and Exam^es from the beat Ftaaoh 
Writers, with Psralld Translations, furnishing, the means o£ acquir- 
ing a full, accurate, and permanent knowledge of the French Lan- 
guage. Price 28. each, in paper covers, or 28*. 6d. in dothu Com- 
plete in 1 voL, 4s. 6d. 

Key to the Ezereisra in. Cassell’s Lessons in I^each. 

Paper covers, Is. ; doth, Is. 6<L 

A Compete Manual of the Fraioh Laa^rna^. 

Professor Da Lolme. Price 39., neatly bound. In this Manual 
fte Grammatical Principles of the Language are clearly laid^daws^ 

* and copioudy-illustrated by suitable Exercises, and a compendShus 
Vocabulary of Substantives, Adjectives, Verbs, and Pa^des. The 
Examples are on sentences used every, ,day» and indisppnu^ to 
enable ^e Pupil tb speak corfectly. 

Cassdl's CoUoqnial French Beador; or, intemiing 

Narratives m French, for Translation^ accompanied by Cc^Ttrsa- 
tional Exercises ; with Grammatical and Idiomatical Beferdnoes to 
, *♦ Caasell’larLeasoBa in Fre»eh,V Ej^giasatiMprofi thq 
' qidt Faasagi^ and. a complete 2a. in paper 

eoten, 2b. 6d. neat dotli. 
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Caabsll’s Woeks— C onfinued,] 

A Beriies of Lessons in Frendi, with Buies for Fro- 

nuAciation, on an entirely Novel and Simple Plan. Beprinted, in 
A revised form, from ** The Working Man’s Friend.” Price 6d. ; 
^ post, 7d. More than 30,000 copies of this work have been sold. 
Tlie immense sale of this li^e work shows the estimation in which 
it is held by the public. 

KVERY 8TUDENT WISHiNa TO MAKE HIMSELF MASTER OF THE GERMAN 
LANGUAGE SHOULD POSSESS THE FOLLOWING WORKS:— 

Cassell’s Cerman Fronoimcing Biotionary. In Two 

Parts : — I. German-English, price, in paper covers, 6b. ; cloth 
boards, 3s. 6d. II. English-German, price in paper covers, 3s. 6d. ; 
cloth boards, 4s. ; or complete in 1 vol., handsomely bound in cloth, 
ds. The grand distinctive feature of this Work is indicated in its 
title. It is a Pronouncing Dictionary ; that is to say, it contains 
the pronunciation, as well as the meanings, of each word. This 
circumstance adds much to its utility, especially for the numerous 
dasa of Self-educating Students who do not enjoy the benefit of 
oral instruction from a native of Germany. To such persons, and 
to others also, it is a great advantage to see the correct pronuncia- 
tion of every word at a glance, witHout having to stop to think, or 
being in any danger of mistake. While the insertion of the pro- 
nunciation constitutes a leading feature in this Dictionary, it hu 
Other excellencies, the aim of the Editor having been to make it 
as practically useful as possible to persons of all classes. Also to 
be had in Numbers at 3d., and Parts at Is. Gases for binding the i 
Volume, 9d, each. 

Casfldl’g LeSBOns in German. Farts I. and II. Price 

2s. each in paper covers, or 2s. fid. cloth. The two Parts bound 
together, 4s. fid. Containing a Complete View of the Idioms of 
the German Language, in a Series of Easy, Progressive Lessons, 
by which the Self-educating Student may learn to read, to speak, 
and to write that Language with the greatest facility. 

Key to the Exercues in Cassell’s Lessons in German. 

Paper covers, Is.; cloth, Is. fid. 

Cassell’s Ecleotio German Header : Containing Choice 

Selections from the best German Authors, in Prose and Verse, and 
a complete Vocabulary to the Work ; also. Copious Beferenoes to 
Gassdl’s ** Xesaons in German.” Price 2b. paper covers, or 2a. fid. 
cloth. 

OtMdl’s Lessons in German Fronnnoiation: Conaut- 
ing of Easy Extracts ftom German Writers. Price la paper 
covers, Gr Is. fid. cloth. 
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Cabbxll's WoBi»--Con<tntte(2.] 

STUDENTS WiSHINO TO ACQUIRE A PERFECT KNOWLEDGE OF LATIN 
WILL FIND THE FOLLOWING WORKS INVALUABLE:— 

Cassdl’s Latin Dictionary. By J. B. Beaks, B.D., 

and C. Beard, B.A. In Two Parts : I. Latin-English. Price, in 
paper coyers, 48. ; cloth boards, 58. II. English-Latin. Price, in 
paper covers, 48. ; cloth boards, ds. ; or handsomely bound in 1 vol., 
9s. 6d. May also be obtained in Numbers, at 3d., and Parts, at Is. 
each. Cases for binding the complete volume, 9d. This Dictionary 
comprehends every word used by the most eminent Latin writers. 
The meanings of each word are arranged, as far as possible, in their 
etymological order ; and brief illustrative quotations are appended, 
which will afford substantial help to the student Many excel- 
lencies, 'hitherto characteristic of more voluminous works, have 
been compressed into the space of this Dictionary, without in any 
way sacriflcing clearness. 


Cassell’s Lessons in Latin : Being an Elementary Gram> 

mar of the Latin Language, in a Scries of Easy and ProCTessive 
Lessons ; with numerous Exercises for Translation from English 
into Latin, and Latin into English ; intended especially for those 
who are desirous of learning Latin without a Master. By the Rev. 
J. R. Bbabd, D.D. Reprinted from the Popular Educator.*' 
Price 28. 6d. paper covers, or 3s. neat cloth. 

A Key to Cassell’s Lessons in Latin: Containing 

Translations of all the Exercises. Price Is. paper covers, or Is. 6d. 
doth. 


Cassell’s Latin Grammar. By Professors E. A. An- 
drews and S. Stoddard. Revised and Corrected. Price Ss. 6d. 
in cloth boards. This Grammar has been put to the test of expe- 
rience, and pronounced by competent judges, who have brought it 
into u se, to he a production of superior merit. With such^oro- 
dentials in its favour, the work may be safely left to the deoiaion 
of public opinion. 

Cassdl’s Edition of First Lessons in Latin. 

By Professors £. A. Andrews and S. Stoddabd. Revised and 
Corrected. Price Is. paper covers, or Is. 6d. neat doth. M a 
diMm and useful Introduction to the Latin Language, thii Work 
wiUbear oompaiiaon with any other of a almilar nature. 


Pathwmtbr Bow, London.] 
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Cabsbll's WoBXft— Contmuair.] 

OmwMV CBwriari 'Hte of fUb 

Work, price iBr 6 d. <]iotli, oonttttt of a Latbr Bliader, adapted to 
^iCaaBeiTi Latin Grammar;*’ oonsuting ol Falilesf I 

Aneedelee of Eminent Men, Botnan Emory; and iyicient 0 dcjgT>^ 
ifcj; to wiidf^ is appended an appropriate Dictionary. Y olume II. 
oempnaes Latin Exae^^ price 2 e.’ neat cloth. Yohinte HI. 

. eontsinaihe Acts of the AposUet in the original Greek, mth oopiouB 
HoUs and a LeiEuxm; price 2i. 6d; neat ok)th: 

riinnlVn Leasoilfl is Qredc : Induding a' Grammar of 

the Language, in Easy and Progressive Lessons, with numerous 
Ezeroisos for Translating £rom Greek into and from 

English into Ghreek, &c. &c. By the Key. J. Ei.BBA.KD; D.D. 
Price 3 b. dd. in stiff coyer, 4s. in cloth boards. 

Cassell’s Lessons in Italian: Being an Elemeni^ 

Grammar of the Lan^age, with numerous Exercises, Italian> 
EnglUh and English-Italian, a compendious Vocabulary, Ao. Ac. 
By Chaklbs TAvsBirAn, M.D., of the University ;6f Pay^ ai^ 
Professor of the German and Italian Languages^ Price, in stiff 
ooyera, 8s.; in doth boards, 3s. 6d; 


ENGLISH. 

Casfldl’s English Spelling and Beading Book, 

'4rith upwards of 150 Engravinge on Wood. The Orthograpkicai^ 
Portion of this Speliing-Book is taken, for the most part, from'the 
“ Elementary Spelliag-Book,” by Noah Webstbh, LL.D., of Con- 
necticut, the sale of which, in the United States, has reached One 
Million copies per annum. It includes numerous Exercises in 
ISIpeiling. The Lessons in Beading, aro suited te tha CaMoatiaaof ^ 
Chtidren, and to thek gradual progress in general knowladge, and 
enlivened by appeals to their senses tbroagh the medium of Picto- 
rial Represen t-atioo*- Price Is., bound in cloth. 


GaSSOH’S in "Rugliflli^ By Jr Bsabd, B.p. 

In paper covers, Ss. ; in cloth boards, 38. 6 d, ThiaMaai^ is in- 
tended for the use of Sclf-educaiing Students. It containB a 
Practical Grammar, and includes an account of the/a<r^« of the 
• involving ihe. laws of its construction, and tbs 

^ lan^age, historically treated ; thus fSompnmng iU 

‘ It abounds w& intmesting and importtmt ekphmatihns and 
tMons, imparting a' thorough kftovdedgrof the language itjblf, 
'tiib meliamd derivations of Ehgiishrv^eird ^ arwrsit as tii ^ ^es 
by which'the language ihay be e^en and wntltogtattnhati^eHy. 
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CisBZtx's WoBKB—CantimuJ.] •■■■'■ f ■ /. ^ 

OAsgxixf ztrcmi, Tosir^mEiH xhovsahd. 
Tlw^^lBemettts (tf Oeomeiiry; or, The i&t'SiaTBboiB, 

with the Eleventh and Twelfth, of Euclid. Edited by ProfeBBor 
'W;ALLiLo:^ AbM., of the Glasgow Univerai^, and GiBtiiQgint»\7«tor 
of the XJmveraity ofLondkm. Price Is. atin ooverB, or 1 b, d<L i^th. 

aud ios Examiner. in .Emcilid: Contain- 

the EnunciationB of all. the PropoaitioDt aad CoroUarieB in 
Cassell's Edition. Price 4d., in a convenient aixeibr the pocket. 

Oaeaell’a^^iemenfai of iBritiunetio: Brag^ftOon^aBion 

to Oaseell'B “Euclid.** Edited by Professor Waxlaob, A.M. 
Eace-ls;>stiff ooversy or Ist 6d. cloth. 

Key to Cassell’s Arithmetic ; containing Anaven to 

all the Questions in the above Work. Price 4d.^ in a convenient 
siae for ^e poeket 

Cassell’s Elements of Algebra; or, The Science of 

Quantity. Edited by Professor Wallace, A.M, Erica 4 j. paper ^ 
covets, or Is. 6d. cloth. 

Cassell’s Arithmetic for the Yonng : Including the 

Science of Numbers .by ^^ans of EauiiUar Objects ; in a:Bbj[WLOf 
Easy Lessons, with Copious Directions for Teachers. Clotii, Is. 


Tlie*'Ohilds Educator; or, I^nhiKar leBsoan in nearty ■ 

every branch of Education. Edited by Johk Cassell. Illustrated 
w^ several hundred Engravings. Cloth, Ss. ; with gilt edges, 9s. 

Casso)l’B Elemei^taay JGteQgr^p]|^y> ibr Jhie rUoe. of , 

Schools and l^aiiiilies. l^hia volume is ih>m the pen' of J. G. ^ ' 
Goodrich, Esq., better known as the original Petek Pauley,** 
Author 'of some of the most entertaining and popular Works that 
have ever been written for the use of childrfen and youth. Tho 
style is simple and easy: the descriptions am^fidl aitd^ocnpneiv- 
, dioiiS}> and' the' maps wia otber ilhb^tioiifi^^' iiedny' BfahM- 
' fhssuslL'the PupU with «n accurate id«a of^the iKwition ^ the 
'Vttii 0 VB«eotintries,‘ and the customs and ^nmitiieM ef tne inhabStanti. 
One voLBvo^ psiW^ 2s. Bd;*, neatly bounds 
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nr ax T0LC]CB8| AS lOUOWB:— 

MiM» SVfohritf E]qpl«uiad. doth boards, lettered, 

yiiotai.ei« 

Aifamogn^lT; or, Astronomic^ Geography, with the 
Hw of the Olobei. This original Work treats of the HeaTenly 
Bodies, and of the Earth aa composing one of their number, in a 
^^^heries ot ainple and inteliioible Lessons, the ob^t of the Author 
beiitf to make the Woric Tsluable as a b(^ for Beading as well as 
Ibr Mndj. Price Ss., doth boards, lettered. 

The En|;li8li Langnage in its Elraoents and Forms, 

with a History of its Origin and Developments. By Willtak C. 

I PowLsn. This is one of the most complete Works on the English 
Language eyer published. Cloth boardi^ lettered, price 3s. 6d. 

Th6 Ontlinss of Botany. By John Scoffehn, M.B. 

This is one of the most interesting and cheapest Works of the dasa 
ever publiriied, and is profusely Illustrated with Engravings. Price 
28. 6d., doth boards, lettered. 

Mathematical Science, its Importance and Utility ; with 
the best Method of InstrucUon Explained and Illustrated. Cloth 
boards, lettered, price 28. 

The Elements of Political Economy, ij ’Fsaxcib 

I Waylakd, D.D. Cloth boards, lettered, price 28. 


Art Treasures Exhibition. This Work is published 

Weekly in Penny Numbers, each containing Pour Specimens, 
Masterpieces of me respective Artists, accompanied by Biogra* 
phicd and Critical Sketones ; and in Monthly Parts, 6d. each. 

Oassdl’s Illustrated Histoxy of England. The Text 

by William Howitt. Yols. I. and II. of this History for the 
People, price Gs. each, axe already published, and it ii Ming con- 
tinued in Penny Weekly Numbers and Monthly Parts. 

Caasdl’e Illustrated Family Paw. A Journal of 

Entertaining Literature, Fine Arts, and Current Events. Already 
published, 4 vols., handMme cloth, 7 b. 6d. each, and is being con- 
tinued in Penny Weekly Numbers, and Monthly Parts. 


[8$, Flust Stkubt, Aim 
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CAItKLL'S 

CA88eU.’r EDUCATIONAL COURSE. 

IN BIX TOI.UHE3, AS FOUOWS:— 

Sdfinoe Fi^nlarly Explained. Cloth boards, lettered, 

price 38. 6d. 

Astronograpliy ; or, Astronomical Geography, with the 
Use of the Globes. This original Work treats of ^ the Heavenly 
Bodies, and of the Earth as composing one of their number, in a 
series of simple and intellinble Lessons, the objMt of the Author 
beiim to make the Work viduable as a b^k for Heading as well as 
for Study. Price 2s., cloth boards, lettered. 

The English Langnage in its Elements and Forms, 

with a History of its Origin and Developments. By William C. 
Fowler. This is one of the most complete Works on the English 
Language ever published. Cloth boards, lettered, price Ss. 6d. 

The Outlines of Botany. By John Scofpebn, M.B* 

This is one of the most interesting and cheapest Works of the dass 
ever published, and is profusely Illustrated with Engravings. Price 
28. 6d.| cloth boards, lettered. 

Mathematical Science, its Importance and Utility ; with 

the best Method of Instruction Explained and Illustrated Cloth 
boards, lettered, price 28. 

ThA Elements of Political Economy. % Fbancis 

Watlakd, D.D. Cloth boards, lettered, price 28. 


Art Treasnres Exhibition. This Work is published 

Weekly in Penny Numbei^ each containing Four Specimens, 
Masterpieces of the respective Artists, accompanied by Biogra« 
phical and Critical Sketches ; and in Monthly Parts, 6d. each. 

Gassdl’s nioBtrated History of England. The Text 

by William Howitt, Vols. I. and II, of this History for the 
People, price 6e. each, are already published, and it is being eon- 
tinued in Penny Weekly Numbers and Monthly Parts. 

CmboU’s Ulnstrated Family Paw. A Jonnal of 

Entertaining Literature, Fine Arts, and Current Events. Already 
published, 4 vols., handMme cloth, 78. 6d. each, and is being con- 
tinued in Penny Weekly Numbers, and Monthly Parts. 
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Casssll*8 WoKKB-^ontinu9d.^ 

JOHN CASSELL’S UBRARY COMPLETE. 

This Series consists of Twenty-six Volumes, 7d. each, in paper ooyers ; 
or the whole bound in cloth, forming the Complete Library, 19s. 6d. ; 
or arran^ in a Library Box, with glaxed front, and lock and key, 
26a. The Worka may be had separately, as follows: — 

The History of England* By Bobbet Ferguson, LL.D. 

In 4 Yols., 7d. each, or in 2 double vols., neatly bound in cloth. 
Is. 6d. each ; the whole bound together in 1 thick yol., 3s. 

The object of this History is not merely to exhibit a Becord of 
the actions of Kings and Cabinets, but to present a faithful and 
instructive History of the People^ with their progress in industrial 
arts and social amelioration. 

A Superior Edition of the above, on extra-sized, fine foolscap 
paper, with a Portrait of the Author on Steel. Price, in doth 
boards, 3s. fid. ; elegantly bound, gilt edges, 48. 

The History of Scotland: Its Historical Geography, 

Position and Influence, Contests and Struggles, Intellectual and 
Moral Progress, Civil and Religious Discords, Union with England, 
the Two Great Rebellions, Ac. &c. By Robekt Fbegvson, LL.D. 
In 2 yols., 7d. each, or 1 double yol, neatly bound in cloth, Is. fid. 

The History of Ireland* in 3 yols., 7d. each, or the 

8 neatly bound in 1, 28. 3d. From the Earliest Period to the Tear 
1852 ; with a Reyiew of the Struggles against English Supremacy, 
from the Reyolution to the Union. 

This is pronounced, by competent judges, to be the most im- 
partial History of the Sister Kingdom eyer published. 

The History of France^ fi*om the Earliest Period to the 

Present time ; with numerous Portraits. In 3 yols., 7d. each, or 
neatly bound in 1, 28. 3d. 

The Natural History of Man* or, Popular Chapters on 

Ethnography. By John Kennedy, A.M. In 2 yols., 7^ faQh» <» 
neatly l^und in 1, Is. fid. 

The Femle’s Biogr&plucal Dictionazy. By j. £. 

Beard, D.D. 4 yols., 7d. each, or 2 double yols., in cloth, 8s. 

This Work forms a Picture Gallery of Great Men of all Ages 
and Countries, especially of such as haye liyed within the last 
Century, and by &eir own efforts raised themselves and benefited 
their species. 


Paternoster Bow, London.] 
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Cassell’s laBBABY— Conhnutfi.] 

The- lishel^ aid Sonrctt the* ’of the 

British Empire. By BjuuAKur PAB8(»f8. la 2 ytAa,, 7d. eadi^ 
ax aeatlf bound in 1, Is. 6di 

The Goun^ and Olimate, the -Mixture of^e People, our 
Insular Position, National Feuds, Exigencies of our Monarchs, 
Beligious and Political Parties and Institutions, Language, >&c, 
&C., are all made to pass in review in thia volume, together with 
a.compariaon of the mental and moral condition of*t^ people 
with ^oee olother countries^. 

The Wonders of the Heavens. By Fbisxbick S. 

WiLLiAiis. With Diagrams. In 1 vol., Td. 

This volume contains a Sketch of the History of Astronomical 
Discovery, from the Earliest Times down to the Observations of 
Lord Eosse ; describes the Planetary System, the Cometary 
World, and the Stellar XJmverse ; discusses the Nebular Hypo- 
Oiesis, the Question of the Inhabitation of the Stars, Soo. &Ci \ 
and points out the connection between the Teachings of Nature 
and of Scripture^ 

The Sstoiy of the Steam Engine, from tiae Second 

Century before the Cliristian Era to the time of the Great Exhi- 
bition ; with many Engravings. By Professor Wall^gb. 1 voL, 
7d. The last Two Works bound together. Is. 6d. 

Sailings Over the Globe ; or, The Pro^eas of Maritiine 

Discove^. 2 vole., 7d. each, or the 2 in 1, Is. 6d. Includ- 
ing the Early Discoveries of the Portuguese ; Voyages of Vasco de 
Gama, Mendez Pinto, and Magellan ; Eastern Enterprises of the 
English, and First Circumnavigation of the Globe ; the Four Voy- 
ages of Columbus ; Cortez, and the Conquest of Mexico ; Plzarro, 
and the ’Discovery of Peru, &o. &c. &o. 

Footpmts of Travellers ia.Eiixop^ ABia,( Afiaea^ 

and America. 2 vole., 7d. each; or the 2 neatly bound in 1, 
Is. 6d. Cavbl tm Brooke’s Travels in Norway, Sweden, and 
Lapland; Ltall’s Travels in the Crimea, the Caucasus, and 
Georgia ; Inqlis'b Travels in the Tyrol ; Travels, among the Ttz^ 
tars, by the ^Ambassador trf thn P^, and also by Zmcfx and 
SctaxLL; HsbbrIi Travela in India; Bvbrbs’s Thtvels in Bok- 
hant, &o. iso * . 


[M, MuBRf Ainr 




qoM eATAixxnnt. 


mmummm moM&. | 

— • — 

Kny Honitt’s IHoBtrated &r the Yonng. 

In 1 handamneTolTime, oloth, luperblj.^t, la. Gd , ; vithbeautifuSy ' 
Coloured Plates, 10s. Also, in 2 tms., each complete in itselz, ' 
elegant ppr boards, 48. each ; cloth, gilt edges, 48. 6d. ; with 
Coloured Plates, Os. Or, in a Set ox 13 Parts, price Os. Od., as 
.JbUows: — 


1. Human Habitatione. 

2. Mont Blanc and its Climbers. 

3. Serpents and Serpent Charmers. 

4. ’Waterfowl and Swimming 

Birds. 

0. Monkeys and their Frolics. 

O.j Savage Beasts of the Wilder- 


7> Moths and Butterflies. 

0. Shells and Ooxals. 

9. Household FaTowitss. 

10. Bears; their Haunts and 

Habits. 

11. Peep into the Insect World. 

12. Dogs. 

13. Ghma and the Ohinese. 


** We can eordiallr reeommend the little book to the attention of pare&ts.'*— > 
lUtutraied London Nom, 

•A number of very fine wood engraringa .... ohamMu^r iUuaterted by 
the attractWe and graphio pen of Mary Howitt, .... one of the -WMBt 
pleaaing writers for the young the present day can boast of. The book is beami- 
luUy grt ttp,4md is well ad^ted for a present.’*— DispnfeA. 

“It^is well adapted to the instruotioa and amusement of young people; erery 
inddsnt is told in an - artistic manner, and in that earnest style so ohameter. 
iatio of the writer.’* — MaacAesfer BxamvMr and Timet, 

*‘We know no more charming book, at so cheap a price, wherewith to moke 
sparkle the eyes of boy or girl.” — lAoyd's Newspaper. 

History of the Pamters of all Hationa. By 

M. Chakles Blako, late ** Directeur des Beaux Arts” of France. 
The Illustrations executed under the artistic direction of ' M. 
'AHMBKaAxrD, of Paris. In one handsome yolume, half-roan, royal 
4to, price SOs. 

Only a few copies of this splendid work remain in print. 

The ntostrated Exhibitor; or, Hecord of the Indus- 
trial Exhibition in Hyde Park, 1861. Cloth, 7s. 6d. ; handsomely 
60. 

Penons wishing to haye an artistic and interesting memorial 
of the Great World’s Fair, should purchase this Work immedi- 
. ately, only^ a few copies being left in print. 

Staljeoaiard; or, The Missionary : A Vision. 'The scene 
of the Poem is laid in India in the days of Akbar ; the hero suffers 
death at an avio dafi at Goa. Price 3 b. 6d., 12mo, cloth. 


PaamiumBcaut Bow, Xokdon.] 
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BCibczllameous WoBKfiH-C(mh‘ntt0<f.] 

Tho Ijadics^ Itrawing-rooBi Book; Contaming upwards 

of Thirty magnificent Eomriogs, with Sixty-four Pages of appro- 
bate Text. Also, 104 Pa^es of full Directions for working in 
Crochet, Point Lace, Embroidery, &c. ; with Explanatory Engrav- 
ings, consisting of nearly 100 Patterns in every department of 
Ladies' Work. Price lOs. 6d., elegant doth, gilt edges. 

This beautiful work will never be reprinted, and but a very 
few copies remain in print. 

Daniel Welmter’e Great Orations and Senatorial 

Speeches ; comprising his Eulogies on Adams and Jefferson ; Ora- 
tions on the First Settlement of New England; on the Bunker-Hill 
Monument; and his Eeply to Ha 3 me on the Sale of Public Lands, 
&o. With a beautifully-engraved Portrait of Mr. Webster. Price 
28., in handsome doth boai^. 

The Balance of Beauty; or, The Lost Image Be- 

stored. By Jane Kennedy, Author of “Sketches of Character,” 
“Julian," “Young Maids and Old Maid?," “Things New and 
Old," &c. Price fis. 6d., neatly bound in cloth. 

** Miss Kennedy may take it for granted that those who judge purely upon the 
merits of her literary performances, and with thorough impartiality, will do her 
the justioe to inform the public that her last tale ahows abundant proofh of derer- 
ness, a shrewd appreciation of character, and an earnest disposition to be useful 
for the promotion of sound learning and accurate religious training. We have 
oome to this conclusion after a careml perusal of * The Bdanoe of Beauty and 
hare muoh pleasure in recording such an opinion of its merits.” — W*ekljf 
Me$$eiiger, 

Lionel Fitzg^hhon and his Parrot, niustrated. By 

the Author of “The Balance of Beauty," &c. A nice Present 
for Boys and Girls. Price 3s. 6d., cloth gilt. 

The Book and its Story; a Narratiye for the Young. 

By L. N. B., dedicated to the British and Foreim Bible Society, 
with an Introductory Preface by the Bev. T. Phillips, Jubilee 
Secretary. Eleventh ^^ition, on fine paper, with a new Plate, “ The 
First Beading of the Bible in Old St Paul’s," engraved expressly 
for this edition. Crown Svo, cloth, price 4s. 

The Book and its Story, in the French Lanj^iage, 

having been issued by the Sooidt6 des Livrf^s Beligeux k Toulouse, 
the Publishers of the English Edition have imported a qiumti^ for 
the use of Schools, and Students of the French Language. Price 4s. 

The Book and its Story. Tenth«and People’s Edition. 

Sixty-fourth Thousand. Price 2s. in paper boards or limp doth ; 
2s. fid. doth boards ; ditto, gilt edges, 3 b. ; handsomely bound in 
moToooo, Ss. 
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MemdnoftheQoMiisofPnuna. ByEiorAWnxnmt 

Atkinson. This work is especially to include the period between 
1701, the date of Frederic the First's assumption of the title of 
King, and the present time, and is intended to describe the liyes, 
and as much as can he ascertained of the priyate history of the six 
Princesses who bore the titles of Queens of Prussia during that 
period, beginning with>- 

1. Sophia Charlotte of Hanoyer, the first Queen of Prussia, and 
second wife of Frederic I. 

2. Sophia Louisa of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, third wife of Frederic. 

3. Sophia Dorothea of Hanover, daughter of George I. of Eng- 
land, and wife of Frederic William I. 

4. Elizabeth Christina of Brunswick-Beyem, wife of Frederic II. 
(the Great.) 

5. Louisa of Hesse Darmstadt, second wife of Frederic William 
II. Also a notice of his divorced wife, the Electoral Princess 
Elizabeth Ulrica of Brunswick. 

6. Louisa of Mecklenburg-Strelitz, wife of Frederic William III. 

The work is to commence with an Introductory Chapter, com- 
prising a sketch of Prussian character, a few notices of the Elec- 
tresses of Brandenburg, and a short review of those historical 
events which immediately influenced the social state of Prussia 
during the period treated of. The materials will all be drawn from 
foreign, principally German, sources, and as much as possible from 
the memoirs of contemporary writers. Demy 8vo, price lOs. 0d. 
Nearly ready. 


Knight’s (Charles) Store of Knowledge for all Beaders. 

A Collection of Treatises on various Departments of Knowledge. 
By several Authors. (Will shortly be published.) The series will 
include the following : — 


pere and his Writings. By Charles 
ght. 

r Ni^poleon Bonaparte. By Andre 


Bailways. 


of 


By John Tatam Stanesby. 
the Corn Jaws. By J. C. 


The Imperial Parliament. By Thomas 
Bmkine May. 

Slw Post-Office. 

Dante and Petrarch. By Andre Tiens- 
leuz. 


Commercial Intercourse with China. 
Asia. By Carl Ritter and others. 

The Horse. By William Touatt. 
National Debt and Funding System. 

The Mineral BJngdom. 

The Daily. 

The Old English Ballads. 

Sdboolt. By the Ker. Dr. Beard. 
Grammar Schools. By George Long. 

ThT^litary Life of the Dnke of WeU 
Ungton. By Andre Yiensseox. 


Health for the Million and Hanual for the Toilette, with 

Hints on the Physical Training of Children, and Treatment of 
Invalids and Old Age ; also the Means of Averting the Hozions 
Agents in general use in the principal Arts and Trades. By Wm. 
Jones, F.8.A., Author of “ How to Hake Home Happy.” Fop., 
cloth, 


Patbbkostbb Bow, London.] 






XmilSES ON TM.£0B£BX8(»I1J^ ICBIBiOi). ; 


l^tamui Without a Kac^ Sixth Edition. Ai:0ourse 
m tite OenaKn Language. FIBST'SEEIBS: Containing 
> BitMdfiotory Exeinuea in Be^diko, Wsmifo, and Spb axing Csa- 
XANy as well as a simplified Method of 'Denlining dm ^founs^iteTer 
Mm pniiliidied; together with full Instructions for die Ciiidanoe 
of the Learner in pronouncing the Language. ^Prioe 2s. 

ffiOOin)'SEErBS: Containing AdTanoed Breroises in Beading, 
Exiting, and Speaking Gebxan; together with Buies for Con- 
jugating the Verbs, and Directions for making vuse of the Gbhman 
T^OTTEK Character. Price 28. 

SBBIES : Containing Concluding Ezerenes dn Beading, 
WjEmNO^ and Speaking German; and Directions' for the Learner 
in conrinulng the Study of the Language. Price 2s. 

!Pke^’tirhde Course of Eighteen Lessons may he h^, neatly hound in 
eUtb, lettered, price 7a. 6d. 

Prsndl Without a Master. Fiftieth Thousand. A 

Course of Lessons in the French Language. Containing an Explana- 
'rion of the chief Idiomatic Difficulties of the Iianguage, a Practical 
Introduction to French Conversation, and a complete Treatise on 
the Pronun^tion. Intended for the Use of Persons studying the 
Language without the aid of a Teacher. Price 2s., or neatly bound 
in okith, 28. fid. 

S^HUdsh^ Without St M&Bter* Pourth Edition. A Course 
of Lessons in the Spanish Language: Containing, a General View of 
the Construction* of the Langua^, together with a Practical Ex- 
position of the Pronunciation. For the Use of Persons studying 
the .Language without a Master. Price 2$., or neatly hound.in 
•doth, 28. fid. 

Latm Wil^t 4t Kaster. New Edition. A Oovrse 

of Lessons in the Latin Language : Containing a General View of 
^the Structure of the Language, Exercises in Beading and Speakwg 
; Liatinr together with a conq^lete Treatise on the Modem Eng]m 
Pnnmnciatienof the Language. Price 2s., or bound in cloth, 28. fid. 

lUliEn * Without a Slaster* a Course of LessaaB in 

.^the Italian LaaguEfie. Pxioe 2s, 

WiMMot ,a Xaster. A Couxse of liOMBons 

in the English Langnagr*. Prioe 28. 
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Aottng Charades • la 

(I'asaell's) ...... SV 

Arohiteotaral Works 7 

Arithmetic (Casadl's) 81 

lor the Younff .... 81 

Arnold’s (Edvin) Poems .... 9 

Balu^^cT^Mty 86 

BaU Boom Pdlkn 11 

— — Preceptor ..... 11 

Beattie and Collins 5 

Bertie’s Indestmctible Books . . 22 

Bible Gallery 4 

— — Women of the 4 

Bingley’s Tales 21 

Biographical Dictionary 81. 

Boat ('i'he) and the Carayan ... 19 

Book and its Btory 86 

of the Months 24 

Boswell’s Jtdinson 24 

Botany, The Outlines of .... 82 

Boyhood of Great Men 6 

Boy Prinees 6 

Boy’s Own Book ....... 19 

Treasury 20 

Brandon’s Architectural Wdrks , 7 

British Empire. Greatness of the . 84 
Banyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress • . 8 

Byron Beauties ....... 8 

Illustrated 8 

Capem’s Poems .10 

Cassell’s Educational Works ... 26 
Cheever’s Whaleman’ s Adventures . 20 
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